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September Update 

TOSS THE TANKS.COM 

YOUR VOICE MATTERS: ACT NOW 
Imagine waking up five years from now to the same rusting oil tanks, the same toxic air, and the 
same threats to our children’s health.  

That’s the future South Portland faces if we don’t act now. Toss the Tanks has learned that 
Suncor (Canada) is preparing to sell all of its oil-related property and infrastructure in South 
Portland. If a sale happens before the City adopts its Comprehensive Plan 2040, a buyer could 
keep operating under outdated zoning for at least five more years. 

That means more pollution. More risk. More delay. It would be a devastating setback for our 
city. 

What You Need to Know 
• What Suncor owns: The Hill Street Tank Farm plus additional facilities near Bug 

Light—Altogether, this is 23 tanks, 2 piers, and related infrastructure across roughly 
136 acres in South Portland. 

• What Suncor is seeking: Through their operator and subsidiary, Portland Pipeline 
Corporation (PPLC), Suncor has applied for a 5-year license renewal from the Maine 
Department of Environmental Protection to run their facilities at full capacity—This is 
dramatic ramp-up from today’s minimal usage. 

http://tossthetanks.com/
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• City action: The South Portland City Council sent a letter in August to Suncor’s CEO 
requesting a meeting to pursue a win/win solution: This win/win solution asks Suncor to 
divest (sell) their properties so the site can be remediated and redeveloped for housing, 
small business, community assets, and open space.  

• What happens if the license is renewed and a sale goes through: The 19 tanks by the 
High School and the 4 tanks at Bug Light could legally continue operating at full 
capacity for at least five more years and potentially longer. 

 
The Win/Win Proposal 
Under this approach, Suncor could realize over $100 million in profit from a divestment—
without costing South Portland taxpayers a penny - while meeting its legal obligation to 
remediate all acreage to community-safe environmental standards. The result is cleaner air 
and water, public safety, and land for community needs. 
 
If Suncor instead sells to another oil company and the license is renewed, the Tank Farm could 
continue storing and distributing crude oil right in our backyard through at least 2030—with 
aging infrastructure and real public-health risks. That would silence our Toss the Tanks initiative 
for years.  
 
Use Your Voice — Act Now, September 1 and E-mail our 
message to the Council at: CITYCOUNCIL@SOUTHPORTLAND.GOV 
Our Message:   
“ We urge the City Council to pursue immediate negotiations with Suncor, to achieve a 
Win/Win Solution for the future of their oil properties in South Portland.  Our voices want 
to be heard, and we need the Council to continue to support negotiations with Suncor to 
achieve a Win-Win Solution for our community.  Given all that is happening with Suncor 
and their filing for a 5-year Renewal Operating License, time is of the essence.” 
 
Save the Date 
We hope to organize a Toss the Tanks community rally for late September. Mark your 
calendar: Tentative date is Sunday, September 28, 2:00 PM. If you are interested in helping 
to organize this, please e-mail Tim Honey at: 
Stephen.t.honey@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:citycouncil@southportland.gov
mailto:Stephen.t.honey@gmail.com

