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Deadline for the October BEACON is Friday, September 18. Please send entries to beacon@fccucc.org

Looking Ahead in Worship
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
enough food, water, shelter,
or safety; for veterans and
those in active service; for
peace and peacemakers; for
areas in strife around the
world.
Prayers for:
Deb Brucker
Kathie Cook
Richard Dow
Dru Ekwurzel
Karen Ellis
Jane Fields
Dean Henriksen
Natalie Marro
Mick Polineo
Bea Potenzo
Maya Rak
Kim Strout
Linda Warner
Christopher Comstock and
his family
All those who have
contracted COVID-19
Medical Professionals
Caregivers
Those who are struggling
financially
All with mental health
issues
Our Children, Teachers, and
School Staff
All those who grieve
Phone: 207.799.3361; Fax: 207.799.4095

WORSHIP UPDATE FALL 2020
As you know, we have not worshiped in our sanctuary on Sunday
mornings since March due to the global pandemic. Some of you have
been asking when we might be able to return. We are eager to get back
into the sanctuary, but at the same time, we also want to be
extremely cautious in order to protect everyone, especially our most
vulnerable members. With this in mind, Council has made a tentative
plan for our return.
We are choosing not to return to in-person worship in September. We
don’t want to do anything that could in any way jeopardize a safe
return to school for our children, teachers, and school staff. This is one
way we can be good community members. So in September we will
continue as we have been for the past few months. We will offer online
worship on Sunday mornings, both on Facebook and on YouTube, and we
will offer one outdoor worship service on Sunday, September 13, at 5pm.
In case of rain on September 13, we will switch to a Zoom
gathering so that we can still be together on what is traditionally our
Homecoming Sunday.
Assuming the community infection rates are still low, in October we will
begin offering both online worship and in-person worship in the
sanctuary on Sunday mornings. We will be working out the details of the
sanctuary worship in the coming weeks so please see next month’s
Beacon for more information.

E-mail: office@fccucc.org

Web site: www.fccucc.org

REACH OUT TO YOUR
CHURCH FAMILY

OFFICIAL CALL TO ANNUAL MEETING
The members of the First Congregational Church,
United Church of Christ, are hereby called to meet
via ZOOM on Sunday, September 20, 2020
following the 10:00 a.m. service of worship for the
following purposes:
I.

Even during the time of COVID-19, your church
family is here for you! We continue to feel that
calling and connecting with church members/
friends is a very important part of our ministry and
a priority of our church and its members. If you are
hospitalized, sick or just need some support, we
want to know. Please call the church or ask your
family, close friend, neighbor or anyone to call the
church (207-799-3361) on your behalf and let us
know how we can support you. Remember, if we
don’t know, we can’t help!

To vote on the recommendation of the
Search Committee to call Stephen
Savage as our Associate Minister;

II. To receive the annual reports of the
Officers of the Church, the Minister and
Staff, Boards and Committees;
III. To elect Church Officers, Council and
Team members for the 2020-2021
program year;
IV. To update the Church’s Open and
Affirming statement to include gender
identity and expression;
V. To hear and act upon any other
business which may properly come
before the church.
Members may participate online via a smart phone
or computer with a webcam, or can call in using
any telephone. The link to join on Zoom is: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/97748009106 and the phone
number for calling is: 1-929-205-6099 Meeting ID #:
977 4800 9106
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The Sunday after Labor Day is traditionally our
Homecoming Sunday. It will, of course, look
different this year, but we are still celebrating. The
10:00 a.m. online worship service will include lots of
special features and familiar faces. The 5:00 p.m.
service in the parking lot will include communion,
live music, and the gathering of Water from Many
Places if anyone has some to bring. (Our “many
places” will undoubtedly be fewer this year!) We
also will end with some fellowship time and
individually wrapped ice cream treats! Please plan
to join us for both of these special services.
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MEMORIALS / DEDICATIONS
STEEPLE LIGHTING

This year calls for a different way of handling our
annual
Blessing
of
the
Backpacks.
We will gather via Zoom on Monday night, September 7, at 7p.m., and we will bless not just backpacks
but learning and teaching spaces as well. So please
join us from wherever your at-home learning space
will be, and have your backpack handy so we can
bless it all! Join the Zoom meeting by clicking on
this
link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/85241295883.
We will use the “Waiting Room” feature for the
safety of participants.

August 30-September 5 - In loving memory of
William T. Holbrook and Vera T. Holbrook from
Bob and Judy Kelley, Karen McDonough, and Joe
and Debbie Conley.
September 13-19 - In honor of Lily Henriksen on her
birthday.
September 20-26 - In loving memory of Paul Gray
by his wife, Beth De Tine, and daughter, Sarah Gray.
September 27-October 3 - In loving memory of
Mark Andrews from his mother, Verna
Although we continue to be socially distant, please
remember that you can always dedicate the steeple
in honor of or recognition to a special person or
group or to celebrate a loved one. Please call the
church office (799-3361) or send an email
(office@fccucc.org).

FOOD PANTRY

OFFICE HOURS:
Beginning September 21st
Monday thru Friday
9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
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The Food Pantry is asking for
donations of toiletries, toothpaste, toothbrushes, bar soap,
etc. during the month of
September. If you can help with any of these items,
please drop them off Tuesday through Friday
between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.
The Food Pantry staff kindly
reminds everyone to check
expiration dates before
donating. There is a cost to
the church to dispose of
expired food.
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On August 16, 2020 in an outdoor service, FCC UCC welcomed 3 new members. They are:

Nicole Diroff (and Elliott) -- Nicole is an ordained minister in the United
Church of Christ, currently serving as the Program Director at The BTS
Center. She moved from Philadelphia to Maine in June of 2019 along
with her husband Jeremy (a veterinarian at Maine Veterinary Medical
Center) and her son Elliott (a rising first grader). They live in Scarborough
along with two dogs, a cat and a frog.

Emily Nason -- Emily grew up in South Portland and attended First
Congregational Church until the age of 10 when she moved to upstate
New York. She has very fond memories of the Christmas Pageant! Since
then she has gone to school in Rhode Island for graphic design and
lived in Seattle, Savannah and Boston. She is happy to be back in
Maine. Emily and her husband just purchased their first home in South
Portland.

Jane Lockhart -- Jane is a New Hampshire native who moved to
Portland after college for her first nursing job. She was married for 35
years and has one daughter, Sarah. Jane has always been active in her
church community -- most recently in the First Congregational Church
in North Yarmouth. She enjoys quilting, reading and walking. Jane
moved to South Portland 3 years ago.

Please join all of us here at FCC UCC in welcoming these new members.
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