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Deadline for the November BEACON is Monday, October 18. Please send entries to beacon@fccucc.org

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
enough food, water, shelter,
or safety; for veterans and
those in active service; for
peace and peacemakers; for
areas in strife around the
world.
Prayers for:
Frances Jane Addor
Dan Barker
Zachary Barrows
Kay Bouchard
Bim Braun
Lin Brown
Deb Brucker
Kathie Cook
Jinny DeRoche
Christine Dow
Jane Fields
Dean Henriksen
Sandra & Tom Kochy &
Family
Jan Maddox
Maya Rak
Sal Rendall
Joy Smith
Kim Strout
Christopher
All who have had COVID-19
Medical Professionals
Caregivers
Our Country, especially
around racial issues
Family of Bob Crane
All those who grieve

Phone: 207.799.3361; Fax: 207.799.4095

Looking Ahead in Worship

October 3
10:00 a.m.

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sanctuary Worship in person and livestreamed.
Communion will be served.

October 10
10:00 a.m.

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Sanctuary Worship in person and livestreamed.

October 17
10:00 a.m.

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
Sanctuary Worship in person and livestreamed.

October 24
10:00 a.m.

Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
Sanctuary Worship in person and livestreamed.

October 31
10:00 a.m.

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
Sanctuary Worship in person and livestreamed.

The livestream is available at
https://www.youtube.com/c/FCCUCCSouthPortland and on Facebook.

E-mail: office@fccucc.org

Web site: www.fccucc.org

COVID GUIDANCE
Grounded in our faith mandate to love our neighbors as ourselves, to seek the common good, and to
maintain a safe and welcoming space at FCCUCC for all adults and children during the global COVID-19
pandemic, the Church Council has adopted the following requirements, effective September 17, 2021:


Any group using any church space must follow, at a minimum, the Maine CDC guidance in
effect at the time of such use.



Any church meetings and/or church-sponsored events using any church space will also
require masking for indoor events and social distancing when possible. Individuals who are
speaking formally and can maintain 6 feet of distance are not required to mask while
speaking.



Food and drink events, while not prohibited, should follow the guidance above.



Church employees are required to be vaccinated.



Volunteers working with children and elders are required to be vaccinated.



Choir members and musicians are required to be vaccinated.



Musical performances, including choir of more than three singers, are required to be
masked. Unmasked singing performers should maintain 14 feet of social distancing.



All church members are encouraged to be vaccinated.



Church members are encouraged to reach out to a member of the pastoral team if they
have tested positive for COVID-19 and/or are hospitalized so that pastoral care and support
can be offered.

The above requirements will be subject to review on a month-to-month basis by the Council and shall
remain in effect until superseded by new requirements approved by the Council.
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Neighbors in Need October 3, 2021
The Neighbors in Need special mission offering of the United Church of Christ is in conjunction with World
Communion Sunday October 3, 2021.
There are several ways to give:
1. Neighbors in Need offering envelopes will be available during Sunday morning worship
October 3, 2021
2. Send a check noting Neighbors in Need in the memo section. If your name is not on the check, put
your name in the memo line as well. Checks can be mailed to the church office or dropped off
during business hours.
3. Donate securely online at www.FCCUCC.org. Just click the “donate now” button on the home
page. There you will be directed to enter the amount of your donation. Enter the amount in
“other” with Neighbors in Need in the box provided.
4. Cash can be placed in an envelope and dropped off at the church office during business hours.
Write Neighbors in Need and your name on the envelope.

Love

This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.
John 15:12

In a Just World, UCC advocates fight for permanent shelters for those who are unhoused.
Did you know? (5 facts as listed by US News & World Report)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The average life expectancy of a homeless person is just 50 years.
39.8% of homeless persons are African Americans.
61% of homeless persons are men and boys.
20% of homeless persons are kids.
42% of street children identify as LGBT.

Here’s a promising statistic on homelessness stating that permanent housing intervention has grown by
450%.
“Permanent housing interventions have experienced a 450% growth over the past 5 years, providing rapid
and effective support to families and individuals in need. By keeping them sheltered and off the street, the
assistance can dramatically decrease the risk of homelessness.” (source: Whitehouse)
The most actionable bill to address housing access and homelessness is the American Jobs Plan. It
proposes $213 billion for housing programs, including $40 billion to improve public housing. These
investments emphasize affordable housing assistance.
Please join us in supporting the 2021 Neighbors in Need Special Mission Offering as we place our attention
on this important issue. Thank you!
Two-thirds of your donations to NIN support advocacy, programming, and grants. One-third of your
generous gifts directly support the UCC Council for American Indian Ministry.
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MUSIC
CORNER

The Care and Connections Team is again
sponsoring a “Caring Card Campaign”. People who
have previously received cards have really enjoyed
them and have especially liked the ones made by
the many different ages of children. Of course, the
fancy and beautiful ones done by crafty adults are
also very special. Keep those cards coming!
This is called our “Fall Selection” and cards are due
in to the church by October 18. Enjoy our beautiful
Fall weather but, if it does rain, please use the
indoors time to make Caring Cards. Thank you
again for your help in making this a successful
Caring Hearts Campaign.

I hope you know how
brave,
important,
sparkling and wonderful
you always are!

Thank you all for your kind words complimenting
the choir these past two weeks. You might have
noticed that we are starting to wear our new
Sing-Safe masks that help keep our aerosols to
ourselves while we sing. We are hoping these
masks will help keep us all safe, as well as provide
clarity while singing in masks. We thank you for
your patience as we figure out the best audio
amplification with masks and singing – it takes
some trial and error! The words to the anthem will
continue to be in the bulletin for clarity.
Ally Hawkins
Co-Director of Music Ministry

Our bell choir met for its first Fall rehearsal on
Wednesday, September 15, and another rehearsal
on Sunday, September 19. We’re using a loaned set
of handchimes for now, but in mid-September we
ordered a set for FCCUCC thanks to the Council who
authorized the purchase. Our new rehearsal time is
Wednesday afternoons from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
We need at least two more players to
properly play the music we have selected. All ages
are welcome. The next time scheduled for playing
in worship is October 17. Please join us and ring
with us. It’s fun!
Terry Foster
Co-Director of Music Ministry

BIBLE JEOPARDY

OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Friday

In the days of Christ, no one could foresee the fall of
this great empire that ran the goings on as far away
as Jerusalem. Name the empire.

9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
See page 6 for the answer.

VOLUME 11, ISSUE 10

Page 5

SEPTEMBER FAIR TRADE ORDER

MEMORIALS, DEDICATIONS &
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR
MISSION GLOBE
Sunday, September 5: The Mission Globe is on the
altar today to commemorate World Communion.

Longing for some chocolate to
snack on or bake with?
Wondering how you can support fair
trade practices and sustainable farming?
It’s time to send in another order to the good
people at Equal Exchange.
https://shop.equalexchange.coop/collections/
coffee
See the price list below and let us know what you
want. This is no time to run out of coffee!!
https://equalexchange.coop/sites/default/files/
communitysales/csorderform_color.pdf
You may email Judy at judyk53@me.com, or call
207-450-5861 to submit an order or if you have
questions, but please send payment to the church
office or pay online if you have that
arranged. Don’t forget to note that your payment
is for “fair trade” or “equal exchange” so that it is
properly routed.
You may also drop by the church business office to
place your order and pay Nancy in person. Orders
will go out at the beginning of October and
probably arrive at the church by midOctober. Thank you for supporting fair trade!
Your Fair Trade team: Judy Kimball, Lynne Lanctot,
Nancy Irving, Kathy Cotter, and Carol Scheffler
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STEEPLE LIGHTING

October 10 - October 16: In loving
memory of Kenneth and Marcelia Berry from
Scott Berry and family.
October 17 - October 23: In honor of all the
doctors, nurses and scientists around the world
who are working to find a treatment and cure for
COVID-19 and its variants.
If you would like to dedicate the steeple in honor or
recognition of a special person or group, please call
the church office (799-3361) or send an email
(office@fccucc.org).
If you are interested in celebrating or remembering
a person or event with flowers on the altar or
lighting the Mission Globe, please contact
Danna Wiggins at dannawig2@gmail.com.

BIBLE JEOPARDY ANSWER
What is Rome?

Are you running low on coffee and tea?

Page 6

VOLUME 11, ISSUE 10

Page 7

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
301 Cottage Road
South Portland, ME 04106

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Portland, ME
Permit No. 944

(207) 799-3361
Post Office
Time Sensitive Newsletter
Address Service Requested

«FIRST NAMES» «LAST NAME»
«ADDRESS 1 »
«CITY STATE » «ZIP CODE »

