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T H E  B E A C O N  

Deadline for the November BEACON is Sunday, October 18. Please send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ  

Phone:  207.799.3361; Fax:  207.799.4095   E-mail:  office@fccucc.org                Web site:  www.fccucc.org 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Starting on October 4 we will begin opening our sanctuary for worship 
again on Sunday mornings. This does not replace the online worship to 
which we have become accustomed over the past six months. Online 
worship will continue just as it has, with the video available on YouTube 
starting at 8:30 a.m. and premiering on Facebook at 10:00 a.m.  
 

The in-person worship will take place at 8:30 on Sunday mornings, with 
strict safety precautions to prevent the transmission of Covid-19. We will 
be limited to 50 participants (including staff and ushers), and all  
worshipers will be required to wear masks covering the nose and mouth 
at all times. We will be seated a minimum of 6 feet apart, and we will not 
participate in any singing together. Perhaps most important of all: please 
do not come to worship if you do not feel well or if you have ANY of the 
symptoms listed below. 
 

We hope you will participate in worship in whatever manner feels best 
for you and your family.  
 

Most Common Symptoms of Covid19:  
*  Cough *  Chills  
*  New loss of taste or smell *  Fever(100.4°F or greater) 
*  Sore throat  *  Shortness of breath or difficulty 
      breathing  
 

Less Common Symptoms:  
*  Muscle pain  *  Nausea or Vomiting  
*  Stomach pain *  Diarrhea  
*  Fatigue *  Headache  
*  Rash *  Swelling or redness of hands/feet  
*  Red eyes/eye drainage  *  Congestion/ runny nose  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
For those who live without  
enough food, water, shelter, 
or safety; for veterans and 
those in active service; for 
peace and peacemakers; for 
areas in strife around the 
world.  
 

Prayers for:  

Frances Jane Addor 

Deb Brucker 

Kathie Cook 

Chris Dow 

Richard Dow 

Dru Ekwurzel 

Karen Ellis 

Jane Fields 

Dean Henriksen 

Harris Hinckley 

Jan Maddox 

Natalie Marro 

Bea Potenzo 

Maya Rak 

Cindy Rathgeber 

Kim Strout 

Linda Warner 

Christopher Comstock and 
his family 

Our Children, Teachers, and 
School Staff 

Those fighting fires out west 

All those who grieve 

mailto:office@fccucc.org
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In response to the various concerns that the  
Coronavirus brings up, our Sunday school  
curriculum here at First Congregational Church will 
look a bit different from usual for the foreseeable 
future. We have determined to offer a weekly 
online curriculum that focuses on Jesus’  

In 1996 a new federal law went into effect limiting 
a healthcare facility’s ability to give out personal 
information. You and your family need to tell your 
pastor and church if you are hospitalized or  
recovering in a different facility. Only you can 
share this information. But will your family  
members know to contact us? 
  
The Care and Connections Team has created a gift 
for you. A magnet and small cards provide all  
necessary information for church contact. We 
hope you will place the magnet on your  
refrigerator, in plain sight, and a card in your  
wallet and another by your telephone or another 
prominent place. We’re providing these as a gift; 
all you need to do is use them! 
  
These magnets and cards will be available in the 
church office any time after October 1. 
 
From the Care and Connections Team  

My church loves me 
and cares about me! 

 

If I am sick or 
hospitalized, 

 please contact: 
207-799-3361 or 

office@fccucc.org 

 

Beatitudes; a segment of his teachings central to his 
ministry, which I feel is often overlooked or under-
emphasized in faith formation settings. Offering this 
online content allows the children and youth of First 
Congregational Church to continue to grow and  
become more familiar with Christ's teachings,  
without significantly adding to their risk of  
contracting the COVID-19 virus. This curriculum is a 
12-week program, which will begin on October 18 
and will wrap up on December 27. 
 
In addition to our online programming, and  
dependent on Maine’s continued low COVID  
numbers, we will be offering a once monthly  
in-person Sunday school session. These sessions will 
be held on October 18, November 15, and  
December 13. Each session will have a thematic fo-
cus, with October’s being Creation and Ecology! 
Those children and youth who attend will be broken 
into two groups, one consisting of younger children 
from Kindergarten to Second Grade, and the other 
of older children from Third to Fifth Grade. Social 
distancing and other precautions will be taken to 
ensure the safety of all involved. Though these  
sessions will be short, between 30 and 45 minutes, I 
believe they will be filled with fun activities for 
those who choose to attend. 
 
Even given the strangeness of this year, it is my  
sincere intention, to provide a meaningful Sunday 
school experience for our children and youth, and 
with your help and patience, I believe we can do 
just that! Special thanks to all those who have  
committed to help create and facilitate Sunday 
school this year!! 

  
Many Thanks, 
Pastor Steve 
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Back in February, the Safety and Security Task Force shared its council-approved  
recommendations. Over the summer a small workgroup composed of  
Diane Armstrong, Art Howe, Mary Suessmann, and Jess Proctor partnered with 
staff to ensure the recommendations were implemented. We are pleased to  
report that nearly all items have been executed.  We are placing the finishing 
touches on a 45-page Emergency Operations plan and first aid kits will be  
assembled in the next couple of weeks.  
 

Those items include: 
҉ Interior and exterior security cameras which are monitored and recorded  
҉ Safety film on windows located next to entrances - this film  prevents shattering glass  
 when broken 
҉ Ability to lock/secure interior classroom doors in the event of an intruder 
҉ Walkie-Talkie system to communicate during Sunday worship and other events 
҉ Audio smoke/carbon monoxide detectors in Family Promise sleeping areas 
҉ Material Safety Data Sheets for all chemicals used on the premise 
҉ Alerts on Davidson Lounge and Sunday School Classroom fire escapes 

 
Our next steps are to create a permanent Safety Committee to: 

҉ update emergency plan annually  
҉ implement annual trainings (first aid, CPR, AED, fire safety, evacuation preparation and drills) 
҉ work with Tom to ensure building safety checks are complete (fire, alarms, AED, first aid kits) 
҉ Establish communication plans using walkie-talkies, etc. 
҉ Address other ongoing safety needs that arise (COVID?) 

 
If you are interested in this work, please reach out to Jess or Cindy/Steve.  Many thanks to Ton Conlon for 
his partnership and the members of the Implementation Committee for meeting over the summer.   
 
A summary of our work will also be shared using an interactive Bitmoji Classroom in the middle of  
October - keep a lookout for it!  

We have an important 
election coming up, and 
as people of faith, it is 
our responsibility not 
only to vote, but to 
vote our values. So we 

invite you to take the sign on page 4 and fill in the 
blank with whatever message you desire. Then take 
a picture of you or your family holding the sign and 
send the picture to clm@fccucc.org. It will become 
part of a video we will post online to share our mes-
sage about voting.  

Please join us for another  
outdoor worship service on  
Sunday, October 11, at 5 p.m. in 
the large church parking lot.  
Everyone is asked to wear a 

mask, bring their own chair, and remain a  
minimum of six feet apart from those not in your 
household. Please park in the small lot or use 
street parking. All ages are welcome! 
 

In case of bad weather, we will either postpone or 
move it to a virtual worship service on Zoom. 
Check your email for our decision.  

mailto:clm@fccucc.org
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MEMORIALS / DEDICATIONS 
 

STEEPLE LIGHTING 
 
 

 
September 27 - October 3 -- In celebration of our 
children: Melissa and Michael Jablonn, and  
Raelene, Michael, Matthew and Joshua Bodman 
from Debbie and Jim Rideout. 
 
October 11-17 - In loving memory of Kenneth and 
Marcelia Berry from Scott Berry and family. 
 
If you would like to dedicate the steeple in honor of 
or recognition to a special person or group or to cel-
ebrate a loved one. Please call the church office 
(799-3361) or send an email (office@fccucc.org). 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Food Pantry is asking for donations of the  
following items: 
 

 Spaghetti Sauce Canned Ham (small) 
 Canned Tomatoes Instant Coffee (small) 
 Juice Mayonnaise 
 Cookies Canned Fruit 
 

If you can help with any of these items, please drop 
them off at the church Monday through Friday  
between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.   
 
The Food Pantry staff kindly  
reminds everyone to check  
expiration dates before donating. 
There is a cost to the church to 
dispose of expired food.  

There is a resource in Maine that anyone needing 
help with quarantining should be aware of.  That 
website is: 
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/coronavirus-
resources/support-for-isolation-quarantine  
(Please note this is a different link then previously 
published in Weekly Word.)   
 
This community-based care provides temporary 
help with: 

 food; 

 shelter and assistance to stay in the home; 
 income and rent support through existing 

programs; 
 cultural brokering and interpretation; 
 psychosocial support; 

 personal protective equipment (masks and 
thermometers); 

 transportation services for medical needs; 

 outreach and education services about 
COVID-19; and, 

 other necessities. 
 
Anyone suspected by a health care provider to have 
been exposed to the virus, those with a probable or 
confirmed COVID-19 infection, or those determined 
by Maine CDC to be a close-contact of a case may 
be referred for COVID-19 community care support. 
If Maine CDC identified you as a case or a close-
contact, case investigation or contact tracing staff 
can assist you with a referral. Maine DHHS also 
takes referrals for this support from community  
organizations, clinical care providers, social support 
agencies, and school nurses. 
 
Referrals for community care support for isolation 
and quarantine may be made through this website. 
Maine DHHS typically provides a response the same 
day, if Maine DHHS receives the referral before  
6 p.m. 

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/coronavirus-resources/support-for-isolation-quarantine
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/coronavirus-resources/support-for-isolation-quarantine
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  Our faithful voice is needed.  It is tempting to disengage from the  
  political process. But as people dedicated to creating a just world for  
  all, we know we must stay involved. Make a plan and Vote your  
  faith. 
 
  VOTER REGISTRATION 
  Visit the Our Faith, Our Vote info center to find out if you are  
  already registered.   https://p2a.co/zv3KyiE 
 
  TO REGISTER 
  Go to your town office or city hall, any Motor Vehicle branch office,  
  certain state & federal social service agencies, or take part in a  
  voter registration drive. Mail your completed voter registration card 

or hand deliver it to your town office or city hall.  
https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/images/VoterRegistrationCard20.pdf 
  
Is there a deadline for registering? 
There's no cut-off date for registering to vote in person at your town office or city hall. If you want to regis-
ter to vote by mail or through a voter registration drive, the cut-off date is the close of business on the 21st 
day before the election. This year that date is October 13th.  
 
VOTING BY MAIL 
To request an absentee ballot:  
 Call your town or city hall 
 Use the online absentee ballot request service, 

https://apps.web.maine.gov/cgi-bin/online/AbsenteeBallot/index.pl 
 Complete a written absentee ballot application, available at 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/upcoming/pdf/absballot1120.pdf 
Return your ballot as soon as possible -- by mail, by taking it to your municipal clerk's office, or by placing it 
in your town's election drop box.  To be counted, absentee ballots must be received by the municipal clerk 
by 8:00 p.m. on Election day.  

 
VOTING IN PERSON  
 Make a safety plan with a mask, gloves, sanitizer and other protection 
 Double-check the location of your polling place by calling your municipal clerk's office a few days  

before going to vote, or by checking here:  
 https://www.maine.gov/portal/government/edemocracy/voter_lookup.php 

 Decide when you're going to vote. 
Vote absentee at the clerk’s office as soon as absentee ballots are available. Absentee ballots are 
available starting at least 30 days before the election at the municipal clerk’s office. You don’t need 
to complete a written application if you vote in person at the clerk’s office. 
Voting on election day: Local officials can give you the exact opening time for your polling place. 
All voting places close at 8:00 p.m. on Election Day.  

https://p2a.co/zv3KyiE
https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/images/VoterRegistrationCard20.pdf
file:///C:/Users/office/AppData/Desktop/%09%09%20https:/apps.web.maine.gov/cgi-bin/online/AbsenteeBallot/index.pl
https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/upcoming/pdf/absballot1120.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/portal/government/edemocracy/voter_lookup.php
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AN OFFICIAL WELCOME TO STEVE SAVAGE, ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

At the congregational meeting on September 20, 2020, the First Congregational Church, United Church of 
Christ, of South Portland, Maine officially called Stephen Savage to serve as our Associate Pastor. Steve has 
been ministering with us since May and now joins us in this called position. 
 

We are grateful for the dedication and energy he brings to his work, particularly in the areas of faith  
formation and visitation.  
 

Welcome, Steve! 


