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Deadline for the December BEACON is Wednesday, November 18. Please send entries to beacon@fccucc.org

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
enough food, water, shelter,
or safety; for veterans and
those in active service; for
peace and peacemakers; for
areas in strife around the
world.

Prayers for:
Frances Jane Addor
Deb Brucker
Kathie Cook
Chris Dow
Richard Dow
Karen Ellis
Jane Fields
Dean Henriksen
Harris Hinckley
Jan Maddox
Natalie Marro
Bea Potenzo
Maya Rak
Kim Strout
Linda Warner
Christopher Comstock and
his family
Stephen and Judith
Carnahan and family
Dick Merrill and family
Our Church
Our Country
All those who grieve

Phone: 207.799.3361; Fax: 207.799.4095

Looking Ahead in Worship

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES
November 1
8:30 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
November 8
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

November 15
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

November 22
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

November 29
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
Sanctuary Worship with Communion, masks and social
distancing. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Worship on Zoom.
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost (Blanket Sunday)
Sanctuary Worship with masks and social distancing.
Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Worship Service on Facebook Premier Video and on
YouTube.
Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Sanctuary Worship with masks and social distancing.
Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Worship Service on Facebook Premier Video and on
YouTube.
Confirmation and Consecration Sunday
Sanctuary Worship with masks and social distancing.
Worship Service on Facebook Premier Video and on
YouTube.
First Sunday of Advent
Sanctuary Worship with masks and social distancing.
Worship Service on Facebook Premier Video and on
YouTube.

E-mail: office@fccucc.org

Web site: www.fccucc.org

Dear members and friends,
We know that the Council’s recent decision
regarding our relationship with our Minister of
Music has been met with a wide variety of
emotions. We have heard from some of you, and
we are guessing that others want to express their
feelings as well. With this in mind we are working
on setting up some conversations where we can all
listen to one another in a safe and healthy way, and
to discuss how we got to this point and where we
go from here. We don’t have dates or details yet so
please watch the Weekly Word for details as they
develop.
Thank you for your patience as we figure out the
best way to do this, and for your commitment to
this congregation even in the midst of change.
Yours in Christ,
The Council

Thanks to the generosity of all of you -- plus the
Discovery Center -- the Food Pantry shelves are well
stocked. Thank you so much.
But now there is a new need: Volunteers!
We will soon be down to just one person running
the Food Pantry and that simply isn't enough. If you
are able and willing to help with the Food Pantry on
Tuesdays from 10:30 a.m. through noon, we could
really use your help. This is a very limited exposure
position as we are not currently allowing Food
Pantry recipients into the church. If you are
interested in helping out or would like more
information, please contact Nancy Senger at
883-1619.

“S.A.M.” ACTIVITIES
SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES

Making Financial Donations
to FCCUCC

S.A.M. meetings and Senior events are still
cancelled for the foreseeable future. We certainly
hope that we will once again be able to gather and
will let you know as soon as it is deemed safe to do
so.

When making financial donations to FCCUCC, there
are several options.

Looking through a copy of the Beacon from the
“good old days’” made me sad as I noted that last
year at this time we were going to SMCC for lunch,
attending a movie and having lunch at a wonderful
Portland German restaurant. With luck, we’ll be
able to do those things again soon; however, right
now it is more important to stay safe and healthy!
We wish you well during these difficult times.

Thinking of you,
Kathy Sahrbeck

1. Write a check noting the specifics of
where you want the money allocated in
the memo section. The check can be
mailed to the church office or dropped
off during normal business hours.
2. Securely online at www.FCCUCC.org. Just
click the “donate now” button on the
home page. There you will be directed to
enter the amount of your donation.
Many of the usual categories are listed,
but if there is something different you
want the money allocated for, enter the
amount in “other” with a description in
the box provided. Be sure to select the
frequency of your donation.
Continued on Page 3
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CCM Christmas Gift
Program

Are you wondering
how to be a faithful
“civil voice in uncivil times”?
It all begins – and ends – with respect. Respect
yourself; respect others. Recognize that your own
voice matters, as do the voices of others. Listen,
become better informed, and, together with
those you trust, discern how to show up and be
counted.
The UCC encourages us to take the “Our Faith,
Our Vote Civility Pledge,” which reads in part:
I believe our communities, our country, and our
world are stronger and safer when we treat each
other with respect.

Although many events have
been cancelled or changed
this year, CCM will again be
asking for people to help children with clothes and gifts
for Christmas. After Thanksgiving, the ornaments with
“wish lists” will be on the curved wall in the hallway just
outside the sanctuary. You may choose a child and buy
appropriate gifts, but if you do not want to come into
the church you may call and select an ornament over the
phone. That child’s wish list would be mailed to you
along with pertinent information about the process. Just
as we have always done, the families will be referred to
us by General Assistance so we know there is a definite
need.
For a while now I have been saying that CCM is going to
be swamped with referrals because of the low paying
jobs being eliminated but, so far, this has not happened.
Our requests appear to be quite “normal” at the present
time. No matter if the referrals remain steady or
increase, there is always a heightened feeling of need at
Christmas as every parent wants their child to be happy.
We would love your help in making Christmas special,
especially this year when children have already had and
continue to have so many changes in their lives.
Thank you, in advance, for participating.
Kathy Sahrbeck

As a person of faith, I pledge to participate
responsibly and faithfully in the electoral process.
DONATIONS -- Continued from Page 2

I commit to expressing myself responsibly, to seek
to learn from different perspectives, to always
offer respect to others, and to challenge hurtful,
disrespectful behavior when I can.
The biblical tradition reminds us of our calling:
“Justice, justice shall you pursue.” In uncivil times,
it’s wise to ask, “How are the least powerful in this
society faring?” Then ask yourself, “Am I willing to
trade places with those least powerful persons?”
If not, then all is not right. Change is needed.

OFFICE HOURS:

3. Cash can be placed in an envelope and
dropped off at the church office during
normal business hours. Please be sure to
write on the envelope or on an enclosed
note stating where the money should be
allocated.
If you have any questions or concerns about your
donation or contribution, please contact Nancy
Irving, at business@fccucc.org or 799-3361.

Monday thru Friday

Vote, trusting that God loves justice and mercy,
9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
no exceptions.
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Thanksgiving Baskets
FCCUCC is again providing bountiful Thanksgiving baskets for families this holiday
season. The baskets with our collected food items will be packed and distributed
Sunday afternoon November 22.
It is there that the similarity to previous years ends. The process in the past centered on Sunday morning
worship the weeks before Thanksgiving. We don’t have those full worship services this year. So no labels
with specific items to use for your shopping list and no gathering time during and following Sunday morning
worship on November 22.
How Thanksgiving Baskets will work this year:


2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

The baskets will be free form shall we say. At the end of this announcement is a list of what
typically would comprise one Thanksgiving basket. Please use this list as a guide and provide
whatever items you wish staying within those categories. All donations must be non-perishable
and in sealed packages/boxes/cans/jars (except the bags of potatoes). We will sort what is
received into the baskets.
Please drop off food items at the church during business hours using the church office entrance
by the main parking lot during the two weeks of Monday November 9 through Friday
November 20. If you call the church office from your cell phone when you arrive, someone will
come to your car to pick up the items. If you are not able to call the office or no one answers,
just put the items directly inside the entrance door. Please remember to wear a mask if you are
coming inside the church building.
If you would like someone to pick up your food items, please contact the church office,
799-3361 or office@fccucc.org, providing your name, address, phone number, and email
address. You will be contacted to schedule a pick up time.
If you are interested in helping pack the Thanksgiving Baskets on Sunday, November 22, at
11 a.m. in Wright Pavilion, please contact the church office providing your name, number of
people, phone number, and email address.
It is likely people will consider donating the contents for an entire basket. If that is your plan, it
would help MOT to know. Please contact Walter Kimball, whkimball77@gmail.com or
207-761-9512, if you will be providing the contents for one full basket.
We began last year providing with each basket a $25 gift card instead of a frozen turkey. That
change was hugely successful. We will do that again this year. If you wish to contribute towards
the gift cards, please mail or drop off your check at the church office with a notation of
Thanksgiving Baskets gift card, or use the Donate Now button on the church website,
fccucc.org, selecting the Other option and noting Thanksgiving Baskets.

Your generosity is appreciated.
Mission Outreach Team
In each basket:






Two bags or one large box of stuffing
Two jars of gravy or two packets of gravy mix
Four cans of vegetables
Two cans of cranberry sauce
One half gallon juice (non-refrigerated)
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5 pound bag of potatoes
One pie crust and pie filling
Four cans of fruit
One package of coffee, one box of teabags
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MEMORIALS / DEDICATIONS
STEEPLE LIGHTING
There is a resource in Maine that anyone needing
help with quarantining should be aware of. That
website is:
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/coronavirusresources/support-for-isolation-quarantine
(Please note this is a different link then previously
published in Weekly Word.)

This community-based care provides temporary
help with:
 food;
 shelter and assistance to stay in the home;
 income and rent support through existing
programs;
 cultural brokering and interpretation;
 psychosocial support;
 personal protective equipment (masks and
thermometers);
 transportation services for medical needs;
 outreach and education services about
COVID-19; and,
 other necessities.
Anyone suspected by a health care provider to have
been exposed to the virus, those with a probable or
confirmed COVID-19 infection, or those determined
by Maine CDC to be a close-contact of a case may
be referred for COVID-19 community care support.
If Maine CDC identified you as a case or a closecontact, case investigation or contact tracing staff
can assist you with a referral. Maine DHHS also
takes referrals for this support from community
organizations, clinical care providers, social support
agencies, and school nurses.
Referrals for community care support for isolation
and quarantine may be made through this website.
Maine DHHS typically provides a response the same
day, if Maine DHHS receives the referral before
6 p.m.
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November 8 - 14 -- In loving memory of
Frances
Gallauresi
from
her
daughter,
Nancy Irving.
November 15 - 21 -- In loving memory of
Diane
Durrell,
Raymond
Durrell,
and
Suzanne Rideout from Jim and Debbie Rideout.
November 22 - 28 -- In loving memory of
Wayne Lockwood (Dad/Grampie) from Bruce, Ann,
Rachel and Andrew Lockwood.
If you would like to dedicate the steeple in honor of
or recognition to a special person or group or to
celebrate a loved one. Please call the church office
(799-3361) or send an email (office@fccucc.org).

Please join us for a weekly exploration of Jesus
Beatitudes!
Our weekly online Sunday School sessions are
available on Sunday mornings. An email will go out
with a link to the prerecorded video each week. If
you did not receive a link and would like to, please
contact Pastor Steve at steve@fccucc.org.
Materials, including coloring sheets and family pages are available in the church office.
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Blanket Sunday
The Mission and Outreach Team has chosen November 8 as Blanket Sunday in our church. For years we
have been celebrating this occasion by asking you to make a donation to the Church World Service (CWS)
Blanket program.
For over 60 years CWS has partnered with local communities around the world to identify their needs and
access the resources they need to build the foundation for a more viable future.
Since January 2020, CWS has distributed 20,428 CSW Blankets and Kits in the United States. These blankets
and kits have gone to:




The Bowery Mission in New York City who provide care and resources for the homeless community
Communities surrounding Dayton, Ohio where 15 tornados touched down in one night
Areas stricken with hurricanes and forest fires

A $10 donation will go toward the purchase of a blanket which is used for warmth, cover and protection
from the elements.
There are three ways to donate:
1. Send a check or money order through USPS to the church office - be sure and put Blanket
Sunday in the memo section of your check or Blanket Sunday on an envelope. It can be mailed
to 301 Cottage Road, South Portland, Maine. 04106 or dropped off during regular business
hours.
2. Online donations can be made by going to www.fccucc.org and clicking on the Donate Now on
the home page. There is a place for “Other” donations. Be sure and mark it Blanket Donation.
3. Cash donations can be dropped off at the church office during regular business hours.
4. The church building is open Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. if you would like to
drop off a donation at the church office. Please remember to wear a mask while in the church
building.
Remember Hebrews 13:16 “And don’t forget to do good and share with those in need.”
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As needs continue to change during this pandemic time, we continue to make adjustments to our worship
together.
Sunday mornings at 8:30
At the beginning of October we started offering an in-person worship service at 8:30 a.m. So far our
highest attendance has been 25, and everyone is doing a great job wearing masks and staying apart. We
will continue to do this as long as Cumberland County remains in green status.
Sunday mornings at 10:00
We have been holding online worship at 10:00 a.m. every Sunday, available earlier on YouTube and as a
premiere on Facebook so we watch together. But as we head into winter, we are going to need to see each
other's faces. So starting in November, on the 1st Sunday of the month (only) we will offer worship via
Zoom rather than a prerecorded service. We plan to record the service and post it later for those not
available at 10:00.
Join us via computer or smart phone by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82904414789?pwd=aEprMWpjb2c0SHdaTUp5eWFka0dYQT09
Or go to zoom.com and enter Meeting ID: 829 0441 4789 and Passcode: 830791
To phone in (audio only) dial 1 929 205 6099
Meeting ID: 829 0441 4789
Passcode: 830791

