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Deadline for the June BEACON is Wednesday, May 18. Please send entries to beacon@fccucc.org

Looking Ahead in Worship

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
enough
food,
water,
shelter, or safety; for
veterans and those in active
service; for peace and
peacemakers; for areas in
strife around the world; for
those who are ill; and for
those who grieve.
Over the last month we
prayed for:
Dick M.
Louise D.
Georgia D.
Sally H.
Bella S.
Family and Friends of
Carolyn Ferrante
The People of Ukraine and
all nations experiencing war
All those who grieve

OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Friday
9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
Phone: 207.799.3361

May 1

Climate Justice Sunday. “There’s no Plan(et) B!”
Rev. Estelle Margarones preaching. Meetinghouse Choir sings.
Special music featuring the clarinet. Coffee Hour on the porch.

May 8

Mother’s Day/Mission Outreach Blanket Sunday.
“Mother’s Day Myths” Rev. Estelle Margarones preaching.
Meetinghouse Choir sings. Coffee Hour on the porch.

May 15

“Why Live Life in Chains? You’ve got the key!”
Rev. Estelle Margarones preaching. Meetinghouse Choir sings
and Bell Choir rings. Coffee Hour on the porch.

May 22

“When the Going Gets Tough, Do You Take the Easy Road?”
Rev. Steve Savage preaching. Meetinghouse Choir sings.
Coffee Hour on the porch.

May 29

Youth Sunday/Scholarship Sunday.
If the fountain of youth were real, would you want to partake
of it? “Why being child-like is a good thing!” Rev. Estelle
Margarones preaching. Children and youth participate in
worship. Meetinghouse Choir sings and Bell Choir rings.
Coffee Hour on the porch.

Please join us Sundays at 10:00 in-person or for our livestreams on
Facebook and YouTube. We offer in-person Sunday School during
May.

E-mail: office@fccucc.org

Web site: www.fccucc.org

Dear friends:

Hello First Congregational Church:

In the wake of Easter, I have been thinking a lot
about transformation. The disciples are distraught
at losing their friend and teacher and in the blink of
an eye (or the utterance of one name), everything
changes. He isn't gone after all, he's just changed!
In some of the post-Resurrection appearances, the
disciples don't recognize Jesus. When they do recognize him, they aren't sure that their eyes aren't
deceiving them. They expected Jesus to be dead,
not Resurrected.

Here are a few of the things that our Christian
Education program has to offer this May…

We, too, can have certain expectations based on
previous experiences. These expectations may lead
us to see (or not see) things. I pray that you'll
remain open to being surprised by God and your
church. We will continue to offer programming to
meet your needs and those of the wider
community. Some may be reminiscent of previous
programming, and some will be entirely new.
Please look to see not what was, but what is
possible and happening today. We are not unlike
those early disciples whose teacher moved on. Let
ask ourselves, with everything we've learned from
Christ; how can we make a difference in the world?
Blessings,
Rev. Estelle



The Wellness Series
This series consists of a weekly activity
focused on our physical, mental, and
spiritual wellness, and will run throughout the
month of May. Details can be found
elsewhere in The Beacon.



Sunday School
Sunday school will continue to meet
in-person until the end of May as well, with
Sunday the 29th being a worship
service focusing on our children and youth.



Last Week’s Lectionary
Our weekly look at the previous week’s focal
scripture, Last Week’s Lectionary, continues to
meet each Tuesday at 12:30 p.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83937085126?
pwd=NVA0N1BRWjQ3ZUIvek9QYlVueEtyZz09
Meeting ID: 839 3708 5126
Passcode: 510518

I hope to see you at one, or more, of these
awesome offerings.

Blessings,
Pastor Steve

MEMORIALS, DEDICATIONS &
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR
STEEPLE LIGHTING:
May 1 - May 7: In loving memory of Ed Saxby from his wife Jill and family.
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UPDATE
On March 16, the 14 members of the Search
Committee had an orientation meeting with
Associate Conference Minister, Rev. Alexis
Fuller-Wright in order to understand the search
process. The Search/Transition team has met three
times since then and has come up with questions
for the congregation and the community in order
to write our church profile. Stay tuned for
congregational meetings and a survey seeking your
input.
On Sunday, April 24, all Search Committee
members were commissioned. They include
Bob Morse, Christine Campbell, Tom Hamerski,
Jan Hamilton, Jenny Jubulis, Maggie Reynolds and
Karen Westerberg on the Search/Transition team
and Marvin Ellison, Judith Borelli, Debra Honey,
Walter Kimball, Heather Payson, Carrie Skeffington
and Anna Whitaker on the Interview/Search group.
The Interview/Search team will begin their work in
a few months.

SAFETY SUNDAY
The Safety Committee is pleased
to announce that Sunday, May 22
is Safety Sunday and we invite all
congregants to review the work of the safety committee, and listen to a local expert on topics such as
safe evacuations, fire safety, and first aid response.
Stay tuned for CPR class dates/times!
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DISCOVERY CENTER AND
SANCTUARY PROJECTS
The House Committee is happy to report that work
is now moving forward on the Discovery Center
classroom ceiling and lighting replacement. We
have been able to make lemonade out of lemons.
The replacement lighting will be LED and will considerably reduce our energy use! The remaining
projects are under review. We are working diligently to assure that we receive the maximum payments due from the insurance and this takes time.
Once this is complete, we will be able to move forward with the Discovery Center floors and the
sanctuary floor tiles. It's possible that we may need
to hold worship in an alternate space for a week
over the summer. Your Pastors and the Spiritual
Life and Worship Team are already planning for
such a contingency.
There are a lot of moving parts to these projects,
and Tom Conlon, with the House Committee, is doing a great job managing it all. It is understandable
that members are curious about what is going on
and how it will affect church operations. Tom is being inundated with well-meaning questions, but we
don't have answers at this time. The House Committee is available to respond to your questions or
concerns at the email addresses below. We appreciate your patience and we will continue to keep
you apprised moving forward.

Respectfully, the House Committee
Beth De Tine, bethlaurie@me.com
Richard Armstrong, fishermanduke40@yahoo.com
John Howard, jhoward207@gmail.com
John Mitchell, JMitchell@MitchellAssociates.biz
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A Message from the
Nominating Committee
2021-2022 continued to be an interesting and
challenging time for our Church because of the
pandemic. But Church Teams (Council, Spiritual Life
& Worship, Mission Outreach, Education, Growth &
Fellowship, and Administration) have continued
their work to keep the activities of our Church
moving in new and different ways. The coming year
is looking to be a time of renewed energy for us all.
As we approach Annual Meeting on June 12, the
Nominating Committee is seeking folks who are
interested in joining one of these teams and to plan
and participate in the activities that keep our
Church vital. If you are interested or have
questions, please contact one of us, and we will be
happy to answer your questions and find a perfect
spot for you to contribute your talents.

MILESTONE BIRTHDAYS
IN MAY
Joan Dennison
Sally Hinckley
Diana Howe
Virginia Lippincott
Betty Livingston
June Wiggins

AIR PURIFIERS
The Church has purchased four air-purifiers. If you
would like to use one for your church group
meeting, inquire at the church office.

Kathy Cotter (776-0403 or kcotter1@yahoo.com)
Carol Zechman (712-7513 or
zechmc@mainehealth.com)
Tom Hamerski (835-8135 or
thomashamerski@gmail.com)
Peggy Murray (232-4678 or
pjmurray@roadrunner.com)
Danna Wiggins (767-4181 or
dannawig2@gmail.com)

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
and ONLINE VIEWS
In-person
4/3
47
4/10
67
Maundy Thursday 28
Good Friday
38
Easter
205
4/24
61
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Online
170
146

168
82

The knitters have been hard at work, and FCCUCC
has prayer shawls available for anyone who may be
in need of this type of warmth and comfort. If you
or anyone you know would like a shawl, please
contact the church office (office@fccucc.org,
799-3361) or stop by any time Monday through
Friday between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. to pick one out of
the bins that are located under the coat rack near
the church offices. If no one is available to
assist you, please write your name, color or knitter
and to whom the shawl will be given on the pad
that is available. These shawls are available to
members and non-members alike completely free
of charge.
If you are a knitter or crochet-er and would like to
join this group of talented individuals, please
contact Darla Harris at 207-536-7024 or
dtharris80@gmail.com
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MUSIC CORNER
Co-Directors of Music
Ally Hawkins, (ally@fccucc.org)
Terry Foster (terry@fccucc.org)
During the month of May we will continue to have lots of music at FCCUCC. On May 1 st, our Earth Sunday
celebration, we will have a guest clarinetist in worship. More details to come. We will be featuring our bell
choir on Sunday May 8th, and Sunday May 22nd.
We are also excited for Youth and Scholarship Sunday this year, and are looking forward to working with
more of our children and youth at FCCUCC. For Youth Sunday we plan to have the children and youth sign
ASL with our choral anthem, Cover the World With Love by Jerry Estes. We also hope to give the children an
opportunity to play the hand chimes during Sunday School and/or worship.
Please contact Terry or Ally if you would like to get involved with the music programs here at FCCUCC. We
welcome all to our program!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Our in-person Sunday School sessions will continue
through May 22nd. Each weekly session includes a
story from scripture, and an activity or craft.
Sessions will culminate in a special Sunday worship
service highlighting the children and youth of our
community on May 29th. Children k-5 will leave the
sanctuary with their teachers after the Message for
All God’s Children. Sessions in May will focus on
creation, and will celebrate God's gift of this plant
we call home!

Each week, we highlight a few announcements and
connect them to the theme of the week to
demonstrate how we can put faith into action. We
also disseminate announcements through our
Weekly Word email, monthly Beacon newsletter,
Facebook posts, the printed bulletin, and onscreen
just prior to our livestreamed service for our
significant online audience. We are actually getting
word out about our events in more ways than ever
before! Please have your announcements in to the
office by Wednesday at noon. Please also copy
Nancy Irving (business@fccucc.org) so your event
can get included on the church calendar.

BIBLE JEOPARDY
After spending 40 years roaming the desert, Israel
finally found a homeland by attacking this city, after
the famed city walls came tumbling down. Name
the city.
See page 8 for the answer.
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Blanket Sunday
May 8, 2022
Our congregation is actively involved with the Church World Service
(CWS) program. For many years out church has been helping to keep our
neighbors warm by providing blankets to families in the United States and around the world. Last year CWS
distributed more than 65.000 blankets. We will have a special offering on May 8 – Mother’s Day.
Because of our blanket offering, we make a difference for families like the Pacifiques. The Pacifique family
fled from war in the Democratic Republic of Congo, where more than 5.4 million people died, to nearby
Zambia. They tried setting up a new home and leading a “normal” life, but they never felt safe. Eventually
the Pacifiques were able to resettle in the United States. When they arrived in their new home, CWS
blankets were among the supplies waiting to welcome them.
For only ten dollars, you can give a blanket that provides warmth and shelter, comfort and privacy, and
healing and hope wherever God’s people may need care. These blankets are a wonderful gift and you can
provide a little bit of hope at the same time. To make your donation, find envelopes in the pews, mail a
check to the church, or donate on-line at fccucc.org. Please note in the memo line of your check that the donation is for blankets or if donating on-line at fccucc.org, note blankets in the Other line. If you are giving the
blanket as a gift you can pick up a blanket card in the office or in the narthex on May 8. Thank you.
The Mission & Outreach Team

After a two year hiatus, First Congregational Church UCC will hold a mission trip, this year! From July 10th
through the 16th, about 10-12 people from the Church will travel to Cherryfield, ME, to support the Maine
Seacoast Mission's Housing Rehabilitation Program. We'll do things like making houses more weathertight,
painting, and improving habitability. It's good work, really helps people out, and builds lasting
relationships. We are having a planning meeting on Tuesday, May 3rd, from 5:30 to 6:30pm. If you think
you might be interested, or just want to learn more, please contact Chris Keiter at cfkeiter@gmail.com or
245-4589. Anyone affiliated with the Church is welcome.
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Join Pastor Steve and others in focusing on self-care this spring! In the hustle of the day-to-day we can lose
track of our own needs, whether they are physical, emotional, or spiritual. Each week through the month of
May you are invited to come together to share in an experience of self-care. Each week we will consider
some different activity or facet of self-care from movement to meditation, to art. Bring a friend!
MAY 3rd 6:30-7:30 pm in Guptill Hall
An Evening of Creativity
MAY 10th 6:30-7:30 pm in Davidson Lounge
Creating Sacred Spaces and Sacred Moments
MAY 22th 730-10:00 am and 11:00 am-1:00 pm in Guptill HalL
Walk the Labyrinth – A self-guided meditation
MAY 26th @ 6:30-7:30 pm in Davidson Lounge
Mood Boosting Foods with April Byron Master of Science | Registered Dietitian
MAY 31st at 6:30-7:30 pm LOCATION TBD
(to be confirmed, details subject to change)
Tai Chi

COFFEE HOUR IS BACK!
Join us on the porch after worship to reconnection with old friends and make new ones!

All members are encouraged to attend the Annual Meeting on June 12
immediately after worship. Followed by a picnic on the grounds!
Please sign up in the Narthex if you are able to bring picnic items or use the following link:
https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1t9QFTkpw92aaCWuMGHVBJ3rksfhj9byIrmDObOtnh5w/edit?usp=sharing
VOLUME 13, ISSUE 5
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SUPPORTING FAMILY PROMISE
Here are a couple of ways to help Alfredo, Afonsina, and their three daughters:
1. Family birthdays: May is approaching and so are the birthdays of Alegria (age 7) and Shekina
(age one year). Justina's (age 16) birthday was in January but we can celebrate all of them next
month. Justina at 16 years of age will probably be a shopping trip so cash donations for gift
cards will be good. Shekina would also like her own trip to the toy store. See below for information on financial donations. But also how much fun is it to receive and unwrap a present? For
Alegria and Shekina especially, gifts such as coloring and art supplies, picture puzzles. building
blocks and playsets (house, Fisher Price farm, etc) would be nice. Unwrapped please. Or with all
our wisdom and experience what a seven year old and a one year old would like with few or no
English words.
2. Important: we will want to have an idea of the number of actual gift items that might be coming. Please let Gin know by email (office@fccucc.org) or phone (799-3361) if you are planning on
giving a gift item. Unwrapped items can be dropped off at the church office during business
hours or Sunday morning worship by May 15.
3. Shekina- size five diapers, an ongoing need.
4. We are working with Nonesuch Books to set up a booklist that is culturally and linguistically
appropriate. We are also figuring out household item needs. More information on these in the
next couple of weeks.
Financial donations to our Family Promise fund: We are maintaining an expense account to be used for
ongoing needs of the family. The account will pay for outings, small household items, and cash cards which
are versatile for clothing, food, transportation, and other purchases. To donate, please use the donate
button on the church website or mail or drop off a check to the church office 301 Cottage Road, South
Portland ME 04105. Make sure Family Promise is on the memo line of the online donation or check.

Peace, Mission Outreach Team

― Mary Oliver
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BIBLE JEOPARDY ANSWER
The answer this month is worth 6 points.
What is Jericho?

“Hello, sun in my face. Hello you who made the
morning and spread it over the fields...Watch,
now, how I start the day in happiness, in kindness.”
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