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March 2 Ash Wednesday 
 8:00 a.m. Ashes to Go -- Available in front of the church while 

people remain in their cars 
 9:00-Noon Ashes available in the Church Office 
 

March 6 First Sunday of Lent -- Rev. Estelle Margarones 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Services in the Sanctuary and Online 
  Communion will be serviced. 
 11:15 a.m. Zoom Sunday School -- The Path to Easter 

Checking the Map -- What is Lent? 
 

March 13 Second Sunday of Lent -- Pastor Steve Savage 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Services in the Sanctuary and Online 
 11:15 a.m. Zoom Sunday School -- The Path to Easter 
  Choosing our Route -- Lenten Challenge! 
 

March 20 Third Sunday of Lent --  Rev. Estelle Margarones 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Services in the Sanctuary and Online 
 11:15 a.m. Zoom Sunday School -- The Path to Easter 
  Stops Along the Way -- Traditions 
 

March 27 Fourth Sunday of Lent -- Rev. Estelle Margarones 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Services in the Sanctuary and Online 
 11:15 a.m. Zoom Sunday School -- The Path to Easter 
  Thinking Ahead -- Easter Excitement 
 
Please join us Sundays at 10:00 AM for worship in the Sanctuary and 
also live-streamed (then archived) on Facebook and YouTube. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

For those who live without  
enough food, water, 
shelter, or safety; for 
veterans and those in active 
service; for peace and 
peacemakers; for areas in 
strife around the world; for 
those who are ill; and for 
those who grieve.  
 
Over the last month we 
prayed for: 

Jim Dyer 

Carolyn Foster 

Evan Mayone 

Discovery Center 

Rev. Cindy Maddox on the 
loss of her mother, Jan 

All those who grieve 

OFFICE HOURS  
 

Monday thru Friday 
 

9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

mailto:office@fccucc.org
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Connecting and Re-Connecting 
 
 
 
 
Come join our Lenten Small Groups for a chance to 
connect and re-connect with old friends and new. 
These groups will meet weekly from March 6 and 
continue until April 14. You may join any of five 
groups that will meet as follows:  

 

 Sundays at 1:00 starting on March 6 and 
every Sunday until April 10.  

 

 Mondays at 6:30 - March 7 - April 11 
 

 Tuesdays at 1:00 - March 8 - April 12  
 

 Wednesdays at 3:00 - March 9 - April 13 
 

 Thursdays at 9:00 - March 10 - April 14   
 

Please call Gin at the church office (799-3361) and 
choose your day. You will meet with the same  
people each of the six weeks and either form new 
friendships or re-new old relationships. Please join 
us and call now to get the day of your choice.  It’s a 
terrific way to feel more connected to others at 
church and to enjoy some great conversation! 

BIBLE JEOPARDY 
 

This city was prophesied in Micah 5:2 to be the 
birthplace of the Messiah, and Micah turned out to 
be correct. Name the City. 
 

See page 5 for the answer. 

Wonderful News from the  
Children’s Closet!   

 
Thanks to the incredible support of  
Mary-Kathrryn, a new friend of our church, the 
Children’s Closet has been able to donate 16 large 
bags of clothes to the people living in area hotels 
who are currently experiencing homelessness or 
are new arrivals.  
 
Many thanks to all who have donated to this  
worthy cause. Please know that thanks to you  
people have shoes on their feet to walk around the 
hotels and warm winter coats to 
brave the Maine winds.  
 
In appreciation,  
 
the Children’s Closet team. 

COOKIES FOR COLLEGE 

 
The Care and Connections team recently 
sent “Cookies for College” to students who  
graduated from high school last spring.  We thank 
those who made this possible by baking cookies for 
us to send.  We know the students will be happy to 
be remembered by their church and also happy to 
have homemade cookies to eat. 
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MUSIC CORNER 
 

Co-Directors of Music 
Ally Hawkins, (ally@fccucc.org) 
Terry Foster (terry@fccucc.org) 

 

Lenten Singing! 
As has happened in the past at FCCUCC, the Meetinghouse Choir will meet immediately after church for  
extra rehearsals during the season of Lent for about an hour. Any and all folks who want to join for Lent/
Easter only are welcome! During this time we will prepare for the Good Friday service. If you are looking for 
something to take on this Lent, we hope you will consider joining the choir for these rehearsals! Any fully 
vaccinated individual wanting to sing is welcome! 
 

With the season of Lent and Easter approaching, we are excited to start back choir rehearsals and handbell 
practices.  
 

Choir Rehearsals:  
Meetinghouse Choir rehearsals will resume on Tuesday, March 1, from 6:45-7:00 p.m. in Guptill Hall. We are 
continuing to wear masks as we sing to limit the number of aerosols in the air.  
 

If you are unable to make rehearsals but still wish to participate in the choir, please reach out to Ally  
Hawkins.  
 

Bell Choir:  
Bells will start rehearsing on Wednesday, March 2, from 4:30-5:30 p.m. in Wright Pavilion. We plan to have 
the Bell Choir play twice a month in church this year. You can next hear the Bell Choir on Sunday,  
March 13. 

 
Update 

 
 

You will probably remember when we hosted  
families who would stay in the upstairs Community 
space four weeks of each year.  That program was 
discontinued due to the pandemic.  Family Promise 
has shifted its focus to housing sustainability  
supporting families who are unhoused in finding 
and settling into apartments.   Faith communities 
have the opportunity to adopt a family for a year 
under the guidance of Family Promise.  The Mission 
Outreach Team is finalizing arrangements to help a 
family for the next year.  More details to come on 
how we all can contribute.   

Clynk & AmazonSmile 
 
Since its inception in 2018, Clynk has raised over 
$2,500 for the Mission & Outreach Team. The 
funds have been used to support Earth Day  
activities, school backpacks, and other MOT  
initiatives. 
 

AmazonSmile has raised over $250 and contributes 
to the general fund. 
 

Be sure to grab your Clynk bags in the office or in 
the narthex, and if you shop AmazonSmile, please 
assign FCC as you organization of choice. 
 

Need a hand? Reach out to Jess at 
jessdeeproctor@gmail.com or 207-671-1366.  
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Dear friends: 
 
The theme for this Lenten season is “A Journey 
from Sorrow to Joy.” I feel that this touches on 
many aspects of our lives. Lent is not without  
tension and the events of Holy Week bring deep 
sorrow, but we’re able to observe it all through a 
lens of Easter joy. For the last couple of years, 
there has been unparalleled disruption, but 
throughout, God has been steadfast. I pray that we 
can look not just at the changes, but that we may 
also see transformation all around us. 
  
This year, we’ll walk to the Cross together. We’ll be 
intentionally introspective as we consider our faith 
and our faith community. Let’s think about what 
we’re walking toward, personally and collectively. I 
hope you’ll take part in our communal liturgical art 
endeavor and that the display of feet journeying 
toward the Cross will be an inspiring visual. 
  
Our Ash Wednesday service will be online this year 
and you can stream it whenever it’s convenient for 
you. We have outdoor and indoor opportunities for 
folks to receive pre-packaged ashes and a blessing. 
We’ll be in front of the church on Cottage Road on 
Wednesday, March 2, from 8:00-9:00 AM and  
ashes will also be available inside the church from 
9:00-Noon. 
  
I will be wearing the sign of ashes this Ash  
Wednesday as a way of proclaiming my Christianity 
to the world. Won’t you join me in showing others 
what people of faith look like? 
 
Peace,  
 
Rev. Estelle  

Hello First Congregational Church: 
 
I had a great time meeting with a few folks for an 
introduction to Lectio Divina recently. If this is the 
sort of thing that people would like more of, please 
let me know! 
 
I am excited to say that Sunday school has been 
meeting each week on Zoom for the last month 
and will continue to meet that way through April 3. 
We have had a small but fun group of kids, but we 
can always use more voices and faces so do not 
hesitate to join if you are a young person from  
kindergarten to 6th grade. If you have a young one 
in your family that fits that description, they are 
welcome as well. Sessions are a half hour long and 
generally include a story, a craft or activity, and 
something musical. See the Weekly Word for the 
link.  
  
I have heard some folks asking about Bible study 
opportunities recently, so here is something new. 
Anyone who is interested is invited to join me for a 
look back at the previous Sunday's scripture and 
sermon on Zoom each Tuesday in March at  
12:30 PM. No prep or previous knowledge  
required, just bring yourself and your questions, 
and we will see where the spirit takes us! Our first 
meeting will be on Tuesday March 1st. Hope to see 
you there! See the Weekly Word for the Zoom link. 
 
If you are not currently receiving the Weekly Word, 
please contact the Church Office 
(office@fccucc.org or 207-799-3361). 
  
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Steve 

Happy St. Patrick
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Committee News 
 
MISSION & OUTREACH Look for the Mission Mall later 
this spring.  The Mission Mall is an opportunity to honor 
friends and loved ones by donating to a local charity. 
 

Calendar: 
March 27, 2022 - One Great Hour of Sharing  
       offering.   See page 6 for more information 
May 8, 2022 -  Blanket Sunday  
 
SOCIAL WITNESS MINISTRIES - Under the auspices of 
the Mission and Outreach Team, SWM is a group  
dedicated to enabling church members and friends to 
learn about and take action on social justice issues. The 
many and varied justice issues addressed by SWM fall 
into four general categories and are represented by 
members of the SWM Planning Group: 
 

DIVERSITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS - Ally Hawkins,  
representative 

CLIMATE JUSTICE - Jess Proctor, representative 
PEACE AND RECONCILIATION - position available 
HEALTH AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE - Marvin Ellison,  

representative 
 

In addition, the topic of RACIAL EQUITY - Marvin Ellison, 
representative - involves all of the above categories, 
and is one of our top priorities this year.   
 

COORDINATOR/CO-COORDINATORS - Joan Carrier 
and Jess Proctor, temporary 

 

In February, Social Witness Ministries celebrated Black 
History Month and continues to review the calendar for 
upcoming events, including Earth Day and Pride  
celebrations.   If you are interested in helping the SWM 
Planning Group plan Social Justice take-action events, 
please reach out to Jess Proctor, 
jessdeeproctor@gmail.com. Our next meet in  
Wednesday, March 2, at 7 PM. Please join us! 
 

https://zoom.us/j/99070389479           
        Meeting ID: 990 7038 9479          Passcode: SWM 

 

BIBLE JEOPARDY ANSWER 
 

The answer this month is worth 2 points. 

What is Bethlehem? 

SAFETY COMMITTEE continues to plan annual training 
(AED, CPR, Fire Safety, and overall evacuation) for the 
May/June time frame. We hope to have video versions 
of training for those who are unable to attend and for 
ongoing training.   
 
CLIMATE JUSTICE: The Climate Justice branch of Social 
Witness Ministries continues to plan for Earth 
Day.  Earth week will start on the official Earth Day,  
Friday, April 22, and wrap up with Earth Day Sunday on 
May 1. If you’re interested in planning virtual or  
in-person events to celebrate Earth Week, our next 
planning meeting is Monday, March 7.   
 

https://zoom.us/j/96828000119           
          Meeting ID: 968 2800 0119          Passcode: earth 

A Note From The House Committee 
 
Several weeks ago, Tom Conlin came to work on  
Monday morning and found that one of the radiators in 
the sanctuary had failed, causing water to leak in the 
sanctuary and into the classrooms below. He responded 
very quickly to the situation, had ServicePro on site to 
remediate the water, and is moving the process of  
repair forward. The House Committee convened to  
assess the situation with Tom. Quotes have been sent to 
our insurer for repairs to the sanctuary and  
classroom floors, and the classroom ceilings will begin 
as soon as possible. The situation has allowed us to 
move forward with a planned project to begin  
converting lighting in the undercroft to LED, since the 
old ceiling tiles will be replaced with a drop ceiling,  
requiring new lighting to be installed. In the meantime, 
the Discovery Center has been relocated to the  
Community Room. 
 
A shout out to Tom for his rapid response and  
coordination of the situation in addition to his other 
duties. We will keep you updated as we move forward. 
 
Respectfully reporting, 
The House Committee 

 

Happy  

St. Patrick’s 

Day! 

FCC UCC 

Loves  

You! 

mailto:jessdeeproctor@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/99070389479
https://zoom.us/j/96828000119
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One Great Hour of Sharing  --  March 27, 2022 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) special mission offering of the United Church of Christ involves you in disaster,  
refugee/immigration, and development ministries throughout the world. When a disaster strikes or people are  
displaced or made refugees by violence or extreme poverty, you are part of the immediate response and of the long-
term recovery. 
 
Around the world, gifts given by this faith community to One Great Hour of Sharing weave together a  
tapestry of faith, hope, and love in action. We are grateful for the opportunity to change the world through our acts of 
kindness, large and small. Maria von Trapp (whose story inspired The Sound of Music) once said, “It will be very  
interesting one day to follow the pattern of our life as it is spread out like a beautiful tapestry. As long as we live here, 
we see only the reverse side of the weaving, and very often the pattern, with its threads running wildly, doesn’t seem 
to make sense. Someday, however, we shall understand.”(1)  The tapestry we weave includes our being present with 
communities near or far, following various kinds of disasters, assisting communities with the resources they need to 
survive, or helping children with educational needs. Yet, we cannot be in all places needing our assistance ourselves or 
even see them with our own eyes; but through our generous gifts, we can show that love remains, in spite of all  
obstacles. Let us give, joyfully and generously, in that spirit. Order Additional OGHS Materials at 
www.uccresources.com 5 We offer these gifts, O God, in the spirit of love. May the gifts that we offer this day embody 
our loving response to your great love for us. Through these gifts, may others feel the love of Christ. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. Communion Prayer Offering Invitation. 
  

Trapp, Maria Augusta. The Story of the Trapp Family Singers (William Morrow Paperbacks/HarperCollins, 2001), 83. 

 
There are several ways to give: 

1. Write a check noting One Great Hour of Sharing in the memo section. The check can be mailed to the 
church office or dropped off during normal business hours.  

2. Securely online at www.FCCUCC.org. Just click the “donate now” button on the home page upper 
right. There you will be directed to enter the amount of your donation.  Enter the amount in “Other” 
with a One Great Hour of Sharing note in the box provided.   

3. Cash can be placed in an envelope and dropped off at the church office during normal business 
hours. Please be sure to write One Great Hour of Sharing and your name on the envelope. 

 
We will recognize One Great Hour of Sharing on Sunday, March 27, but offerings are welcome anytime.   

 

MEMORIALS, DEDICATIONS & 
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR 

STEEPLE LIGHTING: 
 

February 27 - March 5: In loving memory of Gordon Mitchell from his wife and children. 
 

March 13 - March 19:  In loving memory of my mother, Patricia Harmon, from Peggy. 
 

March 20 - March 26: In loving memory of Fred Gedney from his daughter and family. 
 
MISSION GLOBE: 
 

February 27:  In loving memory of Gale Umstead Bupp by Joe and Jennifer Meko. 
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OUR LENTEN JOURNEY 

 
This year, we're creating a visual representation of our Lenten journey in the sanctuary. You can take part in 
this liturgical art installation by decorating footprints pictured below to mark our communal Lenten Journey 
to the Cross. The Lenten theme is "From Sorrow to Joy". Please cut out the footprints below or trace your 
own feet and decorate each as you will. Tell us something you're walking toward. We'll use the footprints to 
create a path in church. Make as many as you want and bring them to Sunday worship or bring/send/scan 
and email to the office (steve@fccucc.org). Look for your footsteps in the sanctuary beginning on March 6! 
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For the last two years, we have not been hosting specific 'senior' activities. I've been sharing some curated 
birthdays and puzzles in Senior Moments (the "purple paper"). We'll now be sharing milestone birthdays in 
the monthly Beacon! 
 

While our activities are on hiatus, and in an effort to be greener, we're going to make the Home Touch  
stories and puzzles available in other ways. Instead of only receiving one, you’re now able to receive four 
Home Touch issues each month!  You can pick them up in the narthex each week, and if you’re worshiping 
online, you may request your copies via email or mail by calling the office at 799-3361. 
 
 

Kathy S. 


