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T H E  B E A C O N  

Deadline for the March BEACON is Thursday, February 18. Please send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ  

Phone:  207.799.3361; Fax:  207.799.4095   E-mail:  office@fccucc.org                Web site:  www.fccucc.org 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES 

 

March 7 Third Sunday in Lent 

 10:00 a.m. Worship on Zoom with Communion. 
 
March 14 Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 8:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service on Facebook Premier Video and on 

YouTube. 
 
March 21 Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 8:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service on Facebook Premier Video and on 

YouTube. 
 
March 28 Palm/Passion Sunday 

 8:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service on Facebook Premier Video and on 

YouTube. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
For those who live without  
enough food, water, shelter, 
or safety; for veterans and 
those in active service; for 
peace and peacemakers; for 
areas in strife around the 
world.  

Prayers for:  

Frances Jane Addor 

Kay Bouchard 

Deb Brucker 

Paul Butler 

Kathie Cook 

Betsey Cummings 

Jane Fields 

Dean Henriksen 

Wayne Mackeil 

Jan Maddox 

Bea Potenzo 

Maya Rak 

Sal Rendall 

Joy Smith 

Kim Strout 

Linda Warner 

Christopher Comstock and 
his family 

Medical Professionals 

Caregivers 

Our Church 

Our Country 

June and Prudy Wiggins on 
the death of Bill 

All those who grieve 

mailto:office@fccucc.org
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SOCIAL JUSTICE CHALLENGE 
 

Throughout February we have explored the issue of social justice with an eye on racial injustice in the  
United States. This issue has been especially visible in our nation this past year, yet racism and injustice itself 
has been a part of our history and identity since the founding of this country and even before it. We have 
provided a list of resources weekly via email, but there is a link to a complete resource list on our website 
(fccucc.org). Just look for the Social Justice Challenge link on the home page. If you have not had the chance, 
please carve out some time to watch, listen to, and read these pieces, and then join our Facebook 
group, (https://www.facebook.com/groups/2521714508125037) Social Justice Conversation, where you 
can share questions, observations, or experiences with other members of our community. 
  
Some questions to consider while watching, listening to, or reading these resources are: 
  

· Have you ever had an experience like the one described, or recognized the issue described in your 
own life?  

· Has any of this material challenged any of your preconceived ideas about race or justice in the  
United States? 

· Where do you see privilege or bias at work in our community? 
· How might the privilege inherent in our society be used to improve things for those less privileged 

groups among us? 
· Do you see any opportunities for us as individuals, as a church, and as a broader community to  

address these injustices? 
· What would a world devoid of these inequalities look like, and how would that change the way 

things are today? 
· What measurable action could we take here in South Portland to make a change? 

OUR MUSIC MINISTRY 

 

 

We have great news about our search for a new  
Director of Music Ministry, but first allow us to 
share the process. 
 
In November we collected music ministry job  
descriptions from other churches, mostly but not 
exclusively from United Church of Christ congrega-
tions. Our job description was then revised and 
Council approved it at their December meeting. We 
immediately advertised the opening in a variety of  
places, including: the Organist Guild of America, the 
Maine Conference newsletter and website,  
Indeed.com, and USM’s music program. While we   
 

waited for applications, we formed an interview 
committee including people from a variety of 
realms in the church: two from the choir (Judy  
Kimball and Chris Keiter), two connected to other 
portions of our music program (Robin Mead and 
Elinor Redmond), and two from Personnel 
(Margaret Anderson and Mary Anne Wallace).  
 
 We received a variety of applications, from as close 
as Portland and as far as Chicago and North  
Carolina.  In January the interview committee chose 
four of these applicants we wanted to interview, 
and we interviewed each of them via Zoom. This 
process narrowed down our applicants to our two 
top choices, and we scheduled second interviews—
one in person and one via Zoom. Both were asked 
to play for us, then we spent more time getting to  
know them. Throughout the process it became 
 

Music Ministry continued on page 3 

https://fccucc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e9552cdf22e16d3b20d782b47&id=6dc5b4c556&e=835b856dce
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Music Ministry continued from page 2 
 

clear we could not choose between the two: we needed both of them! We revised the job description, 
splitting the responsibilities between these two wonderful musicians. 
 

Terry Foster has been a paid church musician since he was 16 years old, which was many years ago. He 
has a B.A., M.Div, M.S. and Ed.D. He is also ordained in the Christian Church Disciples of Christ. He has 
served as the music director or minister of music in that denomination as well as in Episcopal, Unitarian, and 
UCC congregations. He has excellent organ skills and is well-versed in classical and sacred music. He also has 
played piano in dance bands, folk groups, and jazz bands, and has a deep love for black spirituals and more 
contemporary music in the African American tradition. His references were absolutely glowing about how he 
can "do it all." He plays the accordion and a little guitar, has directed many children’s choirs, and is eager to 
look at our hand bells to see what repairs need to be made so that he can restart the hand bell choir (a safe 
way of playing music during a pandemic). You also may have heard of Terry because he formed and directed 
the OLLI choir at USM. Terry lives in Portland. 
 

Ally Hawkins is just finishing her bachelor's degree in North Carolina and is coming to Maine to get her 
master's degree in piano pedagogy at USM. She grew up in the church, with both of her parents serving as 
pastors. Her career goal is to be a minister of music and teach piano lessons. She was thrilled to hear of our 
position because this is what she wants to do for a living, with the kind of church she wants to work with, in 
the area where she'll be studying anyway. She has training and experience in choral conducting and knows 
the church world and church music. She also has experience with virtual choirs and video editing. Ally’s ref-
erences were also glowing, and they spoke of not only her musical ability but her energy, her kind nature, 
and her ability to work well with people of all ages.  
 

Both individuals loved the idea of splitting the position into two, as it will allow them to utilize their  
individual gifts and strengths and be part of a music ministry team. Terry’s title is Accompanist & Director of 
Bell Choir & Children's Choir. Ally’s title is Director of Adult Choir & Joyful Noise Choir. Both of them will 
begin with us the week of March 8, although Ally will be working long-distance until the summer, when she 
and her husband move to Maine. 

  

The members of the search committee are absolutely thrilled both applicants said “yes” to our offers, and 
we firmly believe they are the right people to build on the wonderful legacy of music here on Meetinghouse 
Hill while leading us forward. We will be setting up Zoom gatherings soon—one just for choir members and 
one for anyone who would like to get to know these two wonderful people and welcome them into our 
community.  
 
 

  
            

Welcome 

Ally 

And 

Terry! 
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Social Witness Ministries is facilitating the first 
planning meeting for Earth Day 2021 on  
Wednesday, February 24, at 7 p.m. We'd like to  
invite SWM, Climate Justice activists, and  
interested members of the congregation (any age 
welcome!) to join us. FMI, contact Jess Proctor at  
jessdeeproctor@gmail.com or call 207-671-1366.   
 
Topic: Earth Day 2021 
Time: Feb 24, 2021 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US 
and Canada)  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/99383350985 
 
Meeting ID: 993 8335 0985 
Passcode: Earth  

The Children’s Closet is looking for the following 
donations: 

Wheeled bookshelves 
Packages of children’s socks and underwear 
Children’s winter coats, snowsuits, and boots 

 

Due to an overflow of donations, we cannot take 
any other donations at this time.  
 

When thinking about donations, please remember 
that we can not take the following items due to 
safety concerns: 

Cribs 
Car seats 
Crib bumpers 
Toddler bed rail guards 

 

Thank you for your donations and support!! 

Are you or anyone you know looking to have an 
office to rent in South Portland? 
 
The lower floor of the Church's cottage Street  
building has one private office available for $447/
month. It would be a private office with a shared 
bathroom and kitchenette with the 2 other two  
currently rented offices. 
 
Please contact Nancy @ business@fccucc.org for 
questions or to rent! 

Thanks to so many generous donations, FCCUCC 
was able to pass along the following to Greater 
Portland Family Promise last month:   

Qty Description 

$    220.00 22 Rolls of Quarters 

$    670.00 Donations from Congregation 

$    120.00 Hannaford Gift Cards 

$ 1,010.00 Total Cash Donations 

  

2 Laundry Detergent (64 fl.oz.) 

3 Welcome Signs 

3 Pens and Pads 

mailto:jessdeeproctor@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/99383350985
mailto:business@fccucc.org
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One Great Hour of Sharing  
March 14, 2021 

 
   One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) special mission offering     
   of the United Church of Christ involves you in  
   disaster, refugee/immigration, and development  
   ministries throughout the world. When a disaster strikes 
   or people are displaced or made refugees by violence or 
   extreme poverty, you are part of the immediate  
   response and of the long-term recovery. 
 

Through OGHS you engage in holistic development programs including health care, education, agriculture, 
food sustainability, micro-financing and women’s empowerment. Because the UCC relates in mutual  
partnership to churches and organizations through Global Ministries and worldwide response & recovery 
networks, your contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing put you in the right place at the right time for the 
relief, accompaniment and recovery of the most vulnerable. You meet immediate needs and you address 
the underlying causes that create those needs in the first place. 
 
There are several ways to give: 
 

1. Write a check noting One Great Hour of Sharing in the memo section. The check can be mailed to the 
church office or dropped off during normal business hours.  

2. Securely online at www.FCCUCC.org. Click the “donate now” button on the home page. There you will 
be directed to enter the amount of your donation.  Enter the amount in “other” and One Great Hour 
of Sharing in the text box provided.   

3. Cash can be placed in an envelope and dropped off at the church office during normal business hours. 
Please be sure to write One Great Hour of Sharing and your name on the envelope. 

 
As always, thank you for your continued support of One Great Hour of Sharing! 

MEMORIALS / DEDICATIONS 
STEEPLE LIGHTING 

 
February 28 - March 6 -- In loving memory of Gordon Mitchell from his wife and children. 
 
March 7 - March 13 -- In loving memory of parents, John and Madelyn Stephens, and siblings, Gary Stevens 
and Nancy Keene, from Glenn and Jane Foster. 
 
March 14 - March 20 -- In loving memory of my mother, Patricia Harmon, from Peggy Murray. 
 
March 21 - March 27 -- In loving memory of Fred Gedney from his daughter, Gin Micucci, and family. 
 
If you would like to dedicate the steeple in honor of or recognition to a special person or group or to  
celebrate a loved one. Please call the church office (799-3361) or send an email (office@fccucc.org). 

http://www.FCCUCC.org


 

 

MEMORIALS / DEDICATIONS 
STEEPLE LIGHTING 

 
January 31 - February 6 -- In loving memory of Ostis 
(Skip) Graham, III from his wife, Faye, and family. 
 

February 7 - February 13 -- In loving memory of  
Virginia May Skillin on her birthday from her  
daughter, Stephanie Skillin Ambra, and family. 
 

If you would like to dedicate the steeple in honor of 
or recognition to a special person or group or to  
celebrate a loved one. Please call the church office 
(799-3361) or send an email (office@fccucc.org). 
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Do you have questions about the vaccine for COVID
-19? Join us for an online presentation and conver-
sation with Infectious Disease specialist Dr. Jenny 
Jubulis on Tuesday, February 2, at 7pm. She will 
share information on how the vaccines were creat-
ed, how they work, what we know, and what we 
don’t know. She also will take questions. All are 
welcome. 
 

Join the Zoom call here:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87071760280?

pwd=THBsenpCc0NPVFEzRzRabDh3TEJUUT09. 
Or dial  1-929-205-6099 

Meeting ID: 870 7176 0280 
Passcode: 259928 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87071760280?pwd=THBsenpCc0NPVFEzRzRabDh3TEJUUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87071760280?pwd=THBsenpCc0NPVFEzRzRabDh3TEJUUT09
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Changes to Worship Schedule 

 
Due to recent improvements in the virus rates in our area, 
Council has approved for us to reopen our sanctuary for  
worship. Starting on March 14, we will offer in-person  
worship at 8:30 on Sunday mornings. We are still limited to 
50 people, and everyone must be masked and keep social  
distance of at least six feet from people outside their  
household. This does not replace our 10:00 prerecorded  
worship service, which will continue for now.  
 

We also are working on something else exciting. We will soon be installing equipment that allows us to 
livestream worship. This means that instead of pre-recording our services, we will be able to lead them live 
from our sanctuary, while sending out a video feed that will be seen on Facebook, YouTube, and even our 
own website. We are still getting final bids so we don’t know exactly when this will happen. Please watch the 
Weekly Word for details. When we do begin livestreaming services, we will cancel the 8:30 service, and we 
will all worship at 10:00, either in person or online. We are excited about this opportunity to continue 
meeting the needs of those unable to participate in worship in person.  


