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Deadline for the April BEACON is Wednesday, March 18. Please send entries to beacon@fccucc.org

Looking Ahead in Worship

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
enough food, water, shelter,
or safety; for veterans and
those in active service; for
peace and peacemakers; for
areas in strife around the
world.

Prayers for:
Deb Brucker
Karen Ellis
Jane Fields
Diane Frost
Darla Harris
Becky Kupel
Natalie Marro
Barbara Merrill
Mick Polineo
Maya Rak
Kim Strout
Alton Thompson
Linda Warner
Christopher Comstock
and his family
Kathy Cotter and family
on the death of her
husband, Peter
Bob Buckwalter and
family on the death of his
wife, Kris
All those who grieve
Phone: 207.799.3361; Fax: 207.799.4095

March 1
First Sunday in Lent
8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship with Communion
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Communion, Meetinghouse
Choir and Christ Kids Club. Deborah Tomblyn will give
the message. Fellowship time follows.
March 8
Second Sunday in Lent
8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.
March 15
Third Sunday in Lent
8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.
March 22
Fourth Sunday in Lent
8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.
March 29
Fifth Sunday in Lent
8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows

E-mail: office@fccucc.org

Web site: www.fccucc.org

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES

Sermon Series for Lent
Please join us during Lent for a special sermon
series called 7 Essential Questions. Each week we
will focus on a different faith question:
March 1 – Who Is Jesus?
March 8 – What Matters Most?
March 15 – Am I Forgiven?
March 22 – Is God Still at Work in the World?
March 29 – What Brings Fulfillment?
April 5 –
What About Suffering?
April 12 – Is There Hope?
Please join us as we tackle these hard questions.

Fellowship Club
On Wednesday, March 4, the Fellowship Club will feature Lynne Lanctot with a slide
presentation of her trip to Zula Nyala South Africa.
Come and enjoy the amazing wild life, plants and
statuary of this beautiful country. If you are not on
our regular call list, please contact Scott Berry
(767-0236) or Chris Keiter (767-6182) for dinner
reservations. The cost is $15 and the deadline for
making or canceling reservations is Monday,
March 2. Please arrive by 6:15 p.m. for the meeting
and dinner or 7:15 p.m. for just the entertainment.
It is not necessary to be a church member to enjoy
our dinner, programs and entertainment. All
meetings and programs are free and open to
anyone who wishes to attend. We do charge for the
dinners, which are provided by CVC Catering Group.
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Come to the church on Wednesday, February 26,
at 1 p.m. to watch the “Overcomer”, a movie
about a football coach who loses his team only to
become the cross country coach… of a team with
one asthmatic girls who has problems in her life.
S.A.M. members are invited to join an adventure
to Southworth Planetarium on Thursday,
March 19, to see “Hubble Vision 2”. The group
will leave the church at 12:30 p.m. for a 1 p.m.
show. Please RSVP by Monday, March 16.
S.A.M. meetings will be held on the following
dates and times:
Thursday, March 12 @ 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, April 16 @ 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, May 21 @ 1:00 p.m.
These meetings take place in the 2nd-3rd grade
classroom on the top floor. Please come and share
your ideas and suggestions for possible events and
activities. We’d love to see you there!

DONATIONS
GRANDMA’S ATTIC
If you have some “stuff” that
is “old,” and we could use in Grandma’s Attic, I
would appreciate the donation.
Glassware -- Furniture -- Dishes -- Pictures -- Etc.
Please call Prudy at 799-5705.
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MEMORIALS / DEDICATIONS
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR
March 1 - In loving memory of our mother and
grandmother, Elizabeth Cannell, from Alex, Meghan
Livingston and Christie Cannell.
March 8 - In loving remembrance of my mother,
Patricia Harmon, on her birthday (March 12) from
Peggy Murray.
March 15 - In loving memory of Kathleen and
George Doering and Daniel A. BaRoss from the
family of Robert P. BaRoss.
March 22 - In loving memory of Lou Allen Nichols
and Laurence S. Allen, Sr. from their daughter,
Donna Allen.
STEEPLE LIGHTING
March 1 - 7 -- In loving memory of Gordon Mitchell
from his wife and children.
March 8 - 14 -- In loving memory of John and
Madelyn Stevens, brother Gary, and sister Nancy,
from Glenn and Jane Foster and family.
March 15 - 21 -- In loving memory of Fred Gedney
from daughter, Gin Micucci, and family.
Please call the church office to dedicate the
Steeple in remembrance or celebration of loved
ones.
Consider placing flowers on the church altar in
memory of a loved one or in celebration of a
wonderful life moment such as a special birthday or
anniversary. You can order these from a florist to
be delivered or buy flowers at Hannafords or the
farmers market and arrange a simple bouquet.
The Mission Globe is another choice for
remembering asylum seekers and countries in
strife.
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Our next Host Week is scheduled for March 8
through 15, and we still have a number of volunteer
slots available for those who would like to
help. They include: Meal Providers, an Overnight
Host, Evening Activity Hosts, Dinner Hosts and one
Laundry Collection Person. If you are interested in
signing up for a task for the first time, feel free to
contact Gin at office@fccucc.org, and she will be
happy to place you with a more experienced volunteer who can guide you through the activity. This is
a fun way to get to know the program better and to
meet new people. Of course, you can always go to
signup.com to see what time and activity works best
for you.
Supplies needed for our upcoming host week include: lunch-size Ziplock bags; adult Tylenol; toothpaste; dental floss; toothbrush caps; sanitary pads;
shampoo and conditioner (Suave Moroccan Infusion); and small pads of paper. If you can help with
any of these items, please bring them to the church
office or the business office by Friday, March 6.
If you would like to become more involved with
Family Promise, there is a volunteer training session
scheduled on Sunday, March 1, from 1 p.m. to
4 p.m. at the Woodfords Club, 179 Woodford
Street, Portland. No preregistration is necessary.
While this training isn't necessary for all the
opportunities available, it does allow volunteers to
have face-to-face contact with all the guest families
in Family Promise.

Thank you so much for your willingness to help in
whatever way feels most comfortable. It is only
through the generosity and support of our caring
volunteers that this program can continue to thrive.
Thank you,
Peter Foss
Betsy Westcott-Keiter
Gin Micucci
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We are so grateful for the many gifts that volunteers bring to the GPFP
community, and we want to say thank you! We invite all volunteers and
their families to join us for a celebration at Woodfords Congregational
Church on March 22 from 4 p.m. to 6p.m. Come join us for food, music,
and conversation as we celebrate the community we are building
together and all of the people who make that happen.
We look forward to seeing you there!
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING Offering
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS), a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ, involves
our Church community in disaster, refugee/immigration, and development ministries through- out the world.
When a disaster strikes or people are displaced or made refugees by violence or extreme poverty, we are
part of the immediate response and of the long-term recovery.
Through the OGHS Offering each year, we engage in supporting holistic development programs
including health care, education, agriculture, food sustainability, micro-financing and women’s empowerment. Because the UCC relates in mutual partnership to churches and organizations through Global
Ministries and worldwide response & recovery networks, our contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing put
us in the right place at the right time for the relief, accompaniment and recovery of the most vulnerable. Our
Church Community’s gifts meet immediate needs and we address the underlying causes that create those
needs in the first place.
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING Offering will be collected at both services on Sunday,
March 22nd. Your gift can be given on-line at the FCC UCC website or by paying by check and placing it in one
of the OGHS envelopes available in the pews or at other places around the church. Please note “OGHS” in the
memo line of your check.
Thank you for your support of this offering – The Mission and Outreach Team
Let us share a story……… and it’s “Not Just Peanuts”

In a community that’s far from any town, where only 22 families live, 3 sisters
planned to change their community with peanuts. Sarthia, Piremeka, and Vishaathana explained that it had
only rained in their community in India a few times over the last year. A lack of water had affected everyone.
The thought to improve their community began when Piremaka and her husband began dreaming of
a better life for their two children. They heard about programs that provided small loans to people like them.
The first loan they received, helped them open a little store. The store—the only of its kind for miles—carried
groceries and items that you would find in any corner store. They had bread, milk, oil, and even candy and
sweets.
However, the store didn’t provide Piremeka and her family the kind of life that would give their
children better opportunities, and there certainly wasn’t enough of a profit to invest in their community. So
Piremeka and her sisters came up with a different plan. They got loans to grow peanuts.
As peanut farmers, they were very wise. They held on to their peanuts for just the right time to take
them to market. They would then sell and receive the best price for their harvest. They learned that if they
would plant peanuts for 2 or 3 harvests and then allow the land to rest, that they would reap a bigger harvest
while also protecting their farmland investment and peanut business.
The sisters and their families used peanut farming to raise enough money to ultimately build wells on
their property. Where they lived, their gardens, animals, and livelihoods were all affected by a water
shortage. By building three wells in their small community, they would change the flow of the water, bringing
water into the community where all could benefit.
To you and me, these may look like ordinary peanuts. But to the people in Piremeka’s village, the
peanuts were an investment in their futures.
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EASTER PLANT MEMORIALS & CELEBRATIONS
This Easter, our church is once again offering you the opportunity to honor loved ones in memory, or in
celebration of a special person/event in your life.
The Memorial or Celebration plant(s) offered will be pots of traditional Easter lilies, tulips or daffodils.
If you do not wish to purchase a plant and still would like to honor your loved ones in memoriam or in
celebration, a gift can be made to the First Congregational Church, UCC Memorial Fund.
A list of all memorials, celebrations and gifts will be included in the order of worship on Easter
Sunday, April 12.
Please complete this form to order one or more lily, daffodil or tulip plants, or to make a gift to our
Memorial Fund and return to the office by Thursday, March 26.
EASTER PLANTS (Please Print)
I would like to order the following plant(s):
Lily
Daffodil
Tulip
at $9.00 each, in
 Memory of:_________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________



Celebration of:______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
From: _________________________________________________________________________




I’ll pick up my plant(s) on Easter morning following the 11:00 a.m. service.
Please deliver my plant(s) to a friend at home.

MEMORIAL GIFTS:
I would like to make a gift of $________, in

 Memory
of:_________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________



Celebration of:_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
From: _________________________________________________________________________
Total amount enclosed: $__________
Name:__________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________
Phone :____________________
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