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Deadline for the June BEACON is Saturday, June 18. Please send entries to beacon@fccucc.org

Looking Ahead in Worship

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
enough
food,
water,
shelter, or safety; for
veterans and those in active
service; for peace and
peacemakers; for areas in
strife around the world; for
those who are ill; and for
those who grieve.
Over the last month we
prayed for:
Louise D.
Dick M.
The People of Ukraine and
all nations experiencing war
All those who grieve

OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Friday
9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
The Office will be
closed on Mondays
from 6/27/22 through
9/6/22
Phone: 207.799.3361

June 5

“This Will Lift Your Spirits”
Rev. Estelle Margarones preaching. Communion will be served.
Meetinghouse Choir will be singing. Feel free to wear red as
we celebrate Pentecost Sunday. Coffee Hour on the porch.

June 12 “What Do You Bring to the Table?”
Rev. Estelle Margarones preaching. This is the season finale for
the Meetinghouse Choir and the Bell Choir. Following a brief
worship service, we will hold our Annual Meeting and then
head outside for a picnic.
June 19 “Are We Afraid to Cast Out Our Demons?”
Rev. Steve Savage preaching. We will be joined by a guest
soloist. Coffee Hour on the porch.
June 26 “You Can’t Go Forward While You’re Looking Backward”
Rev. Estelle Margarones preaching. Following worship,
Associate Conference Minister, Rev. Alexis Fuller-Wright, will
share information and answer questions about OCWM (Our
Church’s Wider Mission).
Worship will remain at 10:00 a.m. through the summer. You can
also view our livestreams on Facebook and YouTube either live or on
delay.

E-mail: office@fccucc.org

Web site: www.fccucc.org

OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN
WEEKLY SMALL GROUP
DISCUSSION

Dear friends:
You would think that things would be a bit slower
after Easter, but that's not been the case here this
year. Pastor Steve and I have been providing a fair
amount of pastoral care within the congregation.
We've also been officiating funeral and memorial
services for congregants and community members.
I recently attended the Hospice of Southern Maine
Thresholds Conference (virtually) which discussed
grief in detail, and I also took part in a Maine
Department of Behavioral Health Zoom on grief
and mental health. It's clear that we are forever
altered by the events of recent years.
I'll soon be offering an opportunity for us to get
together and be vulnerable together, bearing
witness to one another's pain. I ask God to bless
you and to bring you comfort and peace, now and
always.

One of the Lenten zoom groups would still like to
meet and invites you to join them by zoom on
Sunday evening at 6:30 p.m. So far, they have not
chosen a topic or question for every session but the
conversation has flowed each time. Please join us
using the link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89181273572?
pwd=M0dBSy9pM2QwY0ZsaFkwSytJVmc1Zz09
Meeting ID: 891 8127 3572
Passcode: 772288

You can’t rely on how you look to sustain you.
What sustains us, what is fundamentally beautiful,
is compassion; compassion for yourself and
compassion for those around you.
― Lupita Nyong’o

In His Service,
Estelle

Event Recaps
Event recaps are a wonderful way to preserve the
particulars of the event and to share insights
learned in staging the event. Rev. Estelle recently
created an Event Recap One-Sheet that offers
prompts from pre-promotion to post-promotion
(and
everything
in
between
including
communication
methods
and
day-of
considerations). This has already been rolled out to
Teams. If your committee would like a copy, please
connect with the office at 799-3361 or
Office@FCCUCC.org.
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Portland Pride is back and will occur
on Saturday, June 18th!
Social Witness Ministries invites you to
participate in the parade and the festival this year.
If you would like to volunteer to staff our table at
the festival, walk with us in the parade, or get to
know more information about the event, please
sign up for emails about pride via this link:
https://forms.gle/dj9MHqkSzV6k4qSs9

Page 2

We will be offering opportunities to get together
for social events each month this summer.

BROWN BAG GET TOGETHER
For all church members and friends:
Please join Kathy Sahrbeck for LUNCH at FORT
WILLIAMS on Thursday, June 9 at 11:30 a.m. You
can bring your own lunch or buy from a food
truck. Bring lawn chairs for everybody in your
family and look for a flag flying over a picnic table
to find the group.
If you are a Cape Elizabeth resident parking is
free. If not, parking is $2.50 for the first two hours
and $2.00/hour after that. There is also a free “far
away” parking lot.
Rain date is June 10, same time and place.

Social Witness Ministries invites you to gather for
a Vigil for Peace in Ukraine on Sunday, June 5, at
approximately 30 minutes after the end of worship.
This will be the first of our monthly Sunday Vigils
for Peace in Ukraine. Waiting a half hour after
worship will give everyone a chance to connect
with others at coffee hour on the porch, before we
turn our prayerful attention and support to the
Ukrainian people.
The UCC welcomes your contributions to their
Ukraine Emergency Appeal.
Gifts made to UCC Ukraine Relief Fund will provide
shelter, food, and other care to war refugees and
internally displaced people. It also will help
refugees and asylum seekers from African, Middle
Eastern and other countries who had sought refuge
in Ukraine and now are twice displaced, as well as
citizens of more than 125 other countries living in
Ukraine.
https://www.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraineemergency-appeal/
Also, checks, made payable to the United Church
of Christ, can be mailed to PO BOX 71957
Cleveland, OH 44194. Please note “Ukraine Relief
Fund” on your check's memo line.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
and ONLINE VIEWS
In-person

Online

4/24
5/1

61
56

95
108

BIBLE JEOPARDY

5/8

43

109

5/15

41

95

5/22

34

109

In the first chapter of Jonah, Jonah was told to go
to a certain city, and when he tried to run from
God, God delivered him to this city in the belly of a
fish. Name the city.
See page 8 for the answer.
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MEMORIALS, DEDICATIONS &
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR:
Community Crisis Ministries (CCM) recently helped:
 a single woman make her home weather tight
to save heating costs in the future. She was
behind with utility payments and needed oil.

June 12 -- In celebration of Thomas Clark Dallaire,
Charles Kent Dallaire, and their parents Aaron and
Stephanie Dallaire from Terry and Nancy Dallaire.
STEEPLE LIGHTING:

 a 26 year old asylum seeker who needs dental
work. She is in pain and can only eat soft food
due to infection.

June 12 - June 18 -- In loving memory of our
parents, Richard A. and Elizabeth J. Hamlin, from
Donna E. Whelan, Diane E. Hamlin, David W.
Hamlin, and Debra P. Dyer.

 A middle aged woman with 2 teenagers who
has been unemployed and had her electricity
turned off.

June 26 - July 2 -- In loving memory of
Connie Gedney from her daughter,
Gin, and family.

Thank you for your generosity that allows CCM to
continue its help to those in our communities who
have nowhere else to turn.

PER CAPITA CONTRIBUTIONS
Have you made your 2022 donation towards your
Per Capita dues. This is the $20.00 annual fee that
the church pays on your behalf to the Cumberland
Association and the Maine Conference. As it does
each year, the fee increased to the church, and we
are asking for your help to offset that cost. Please
bring or mail your check to 301 Cottage Road,
South Portland, Maine 04106.

MILESTONE BIRTHDAYS
IN JUNE
Roger Dinsmore
Paul Indorf
Jane Lockhart
Harriet Mackeil
Karen Westerberg

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

I Once Was Lost & Now I'm Found
The Search Committee hosted two
in-person discussion opportunities to
answer some questions for our church
profile. We will have a Zoom session soon.
Please watch the Weekly Word for details.
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The office has a number of personal items that have
been left behind after church and meetings. If
you're missing something, we may have it! Just
contact the church office at 799-3361 or
office@fccucc.org.

Page 4

MUSIC CORNER

As summer approaches, our music program evolves
into a different mode. The Meetinghouse Choir and
the Hand Chime Choir rehearsals cease the first
week of June. Their last time to be heard in Sunday
morning services will be on June 12.
During the summer our Sunday morning music will
feature soloists, instrumentalists, and male
quartets. We intend to draw from all the excellent
singers and musicians within our congregation.
This includes not only adults but the talent of our
young people as well.
With regard to youth, Pastor Steve will be hosting a
Vacation Bible School in August. We intend for
music (singing and hand chime playing) to be a part
of that endeavor. We hope that by August we will
be in a better situation with regard to the
pandemic. Rest assured, anything planned at that
time will be offered under the safest of conditions.
We will have guest musicians from time to time but
our hope is to draw from within our ranks. Will you
offer your talent? Please contact any member of
the staff to express your interest in sharing your
voice, your instrumental playing, etc.

Co-Directors of Music
Ally Hawkins
ally@fccucc.org

Terry Foster
terry@fccucc.org

COMMITTEE
UPDATES
Council - Through its Covid Guidance Committee,
Council continues to monitor Covid protocols for
the church on a monthly basis and continues to
make adjustments as circumstances warrant and as
guided by the CDC. The Search Committee for a
permanent minister has been formed and its work
has begun. It is a long process, and the Committee
will be seeking input from the congregation as to
what the church is looking for in its next minister—
please participate in the process as you are able, as
we want each voice to be heard. Finally, the
Nominating Committee is working hard to fill slots
on Council and all the Teams—please seriously
consider any request to join and even consider
reaching out to the Committee to express your
interest. In our tradition, the vitality and workings
of the church are only as robust as the
congregation is willing to participate. Thanks!
Care & Connections - The Care and Connections
Team has ways to let people know that our church
cares and they have found methods to connect
with people who have felt disconnected. Some
examples of what has been done are Caring Hearts,
Caring Cards, and Lenten Zoom groups.
Safety Committee - The Safety Committee hosted
its first Safety Sunday on May 22 where we invited
the congregation to participate in a professional
instructor-led-safety
presentation
following
worship. The focus was on situational awareness,
or being aware of your surroundings, building a safe
culture, and recognizing all the positive changes our
congregation has made in the last three
years. Click here (https://fccucc.org/wp-content/
uploads/Safety-Updates9-003.pdf) to see the
interactive map. The Safety Committee will host
future interactive workshops where we will focus
on evacuating a building, how to use the fire
Continued on Page 6
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Committee Reports continued from Page 4
extinguisher, and responding to a medical event. If you are interested in earning or recertifying your
CPR/AED, spots are available on June 2 or June 8th. Sign up here (or call the church office). Additionally, we
are partnering with leadership to implement Safe Church initiatives including Emergency Contact Forms in
the event of emergencies and a commitment to protect all, including children and vulnerable adults. Print
this emergency form, (https://fccucc.org/wp-content/uploads/Emergency-Contact-Form.pdf) complete, and
return to the office by June 26th.
Spiritual Life & Worship - April and May have been busy with soliciting nominations for potential Elders.
Nominations were received from church members until May 2, and we plan to announce the nominations
for member confirmation at the June 12th annual meeting. Another initiative begun by Rev. Estelle involves
writing to church members we haven’t seen in a while, encouraging them to venture back to the Sanctuary
when they are ready to rejoin others. We have missed so many of you! SL&W Team members: Nancy
Hawes, Beth DeTine, Deb Fournier, Deb Tomblyn, Judith Borelli, Carrie Skeffington, and Scott Berry
Social Witness Ministries, under the auspices of the Mission and Outreach Team, is a group dedicated to
enabling church members and friends to learn about and take action on social justice issues.
Upcoming events:
 SWM will be planning call to action events in the wake of the Supreme Court leak regarding
Roe v Wade. Watch out for details in upcoming Weekly Words.
 June 5th: SWM continues to pray and show support for Ukraine by hosting Sunday Vigils. Please join us
Sunday, June 5th - 30 minutes after worship.
 June 18th: June is Pride Month and after a short hiatus, FCC will march and have a table at the Portland
Pride Parade on Saturday, June 18th. Look for more details about volunteering and participating in the
upcoming Weekly Word or fill out this form to get on an email list.
 June 19th: For those who cannot make it to Saturday’s Pride event, or for those who want to do more,
we are planning to have a witness event outside after church to show passersby our support and
celebration of the LGBTQ+ community.
The many and varied justice issues addressed by SWM fall into four general categories and are represented
by members of the SWM Planning Group:
DIVERSITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS
CLIMATE JUSTICE
PEACE AND RECONCILIATION
HEALTH AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE
In addition, the topic of RACIAL EQUITY
involves all of the above categories, and
is one of our top priorities this year.

Ally Hawkins, representative
Jess Proctor, representative
position available
Marvin Ellison
Marvin Ellison, representative

CO-COORDINATORS - Joan Carrier and Jess Proctor, temporary
If you are interested in planning Social Justice take-action events, or in the Peace and Reconciliation
position, please reach out to Jess Proctor, jesseeproctor@gmail.com. Our next monthly meeting, the first
Wednesday of the month, is June 1st at 7 p.m. Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/98011186499
Meeting ID: 980 1118 6499 Passcode: SWM
VOLUME 13, ISSUE 6
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More Committee News
Mission Outreach Team: There was a wonderful birthday celebration on May 18 with the daughters of our
Family Promise family. Sixteen year old Justina especially is looking forward to going clothes shopping with
the gift cards she received. The family is planning on attending the Annual Meeting picnic on June 12.
The Seacoast Mission in Washington County has resumed scheduling work teams in its Housing
Rehabilitation Program. Our team will be in Cherryfield July 10 - 16.
Dedicated MOT members Debbie Rideout and Vicki Whited are rotating off the Team. Many thanks for their
contributions.

All members are encouraged to attend the Annual Meeting on June 12
immediately after worship. Followed by a picnic on the grounds!

PICNIC -- FOLLOWING THE
ANNUAL MEETING
The Education, Growth and Fellowship Team and the Fellowship
Club invite you to a picnic following Annual Meeting! Sandwiches
will be provided. We just need Hoodsies and non-dairy ice cream
options.
Will you help bring other items?
Please sign up online using the link below or call the office at 799-3361. Thank you!
ANNUAL MEETING PICNIC: June 12, 2022 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM, Church Grounds - Google Docs
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COMMUNITY EVENT

SAFE CHURCH POLICY
From our friends at Women In Harmony
On Friday, June 10, and Saturday, June 11, Women
in Harmony will present "Be the Light", a concert
celebrating the connections between us and our
capacity for effecting change by working together.
The title song by Lea Morris was inspired by
Amanda Gorman’s poem “The Hill We Climb.” The
program’s content ranges from songs that
emphasize our strength (“To Be Strong”), to calls
for action (“All Good People”), to the threads that
connect us (“Stone Circles”). Please join us as we
“stand together…to take the dark and make it
light.”

The Church Council has approved an updated, more
comprehensive Safe Church Policy to help ensure
the safety of our children and vulnerable adults!
This policy will be rolled out and enacted
throughout the summer and more information will
be made available over the next few months.
Please watch your Beacons and Weekly Word
emails for more information.

PART-TIME WEEKEND CUSTODIAN

Friday, June 10, at 7:30 pm and Saturday, June 11,
at 4:00 pm First Congregational Church.
Audience members are required to wear a wellfitting mask and show proof of vaccination at the
door.
The only way to purchase tickets for this show is to
visit www.wihmaine.org and click on "Find a
Show" and order tickets. Tickets will be limited to
110 per show and will not be available at the door.

BIBLE JEOPARDY ANSWER
The answer this month is worth 2 points.
What is Nineveh?
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Eager to help the church? Already employed, but
willing to add a few hours to your schedule? Recently retired, but a bit restless and interested in doing some work? Are you a high school
student with a few extra hours? First Congregational Church is seeking to hire one or more parttime Weekend Custodians to work approximately 6
hours weekly. Compensation is competitive. To
inquire, call the church office at (207) 799-3361.
Personnel Committee
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