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Deadline for the August BEACON is Monday, July 18. Please send entries to beacon@fccucc.org

Looking Ahead in Worship

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
enough
food,
water,
shelter, or safety; for
veterans and those in active
service; for peace and
peacemakers; for areas in
strife around the world; for
those who are ill; and for
those who grieve.

July 3

“But Wait, There’s More!”
Rev. Estelle Margarones preaching. Communion will be served.
Lemonade on the porch.

July 10

“Your Mission, Should You Choose to Accept It …”
Rev. Estelle Margarones preaching. We will commission the
Mission Trip, and guest musician Claude Bonang will play the
saw! Lemonade on the porch

Dan and Betsey Cummings
on the loss of Dan’s sister

July 17

Marilyn Mitchell on the
death of her son

“Welcome or Preparation -- When is the Time for Which?”
Rev. Steve Savage preaching. Lemonade on the porch.

July 24

“Exploring the Lord’s Prayer”
Rev. Estelle Margarones preaching. Lemonade on the porch.

July 31

“An Inconvenient Love”
Rev. Estelle Margarones preaching. Lemonade on the porch.

Over the last month we
prayed for:
Peter Foss

Family of Dick Merrill who
passed away
Victims of
Robb elementary School
The People of Ukraine and
all nations experiencing war
All those who grieve

Phone: 207.799.3361

Worship will remain at 10:00 a.m. through the summer. You can
also view our livestreams on Facebook and YouTube either live or on
delay.

E-mail: office@fccucc.org

Web site: www.fccucc.org

Dear friends:

Hello First Congregational Church,

It's summer in Maine and life is good! We treasure
this time of year and take full advantage of all
Maine has to offer. Experience tells me that this is a
time of year that we go to camps, lakes, beaches,
and mountains. I trust that after the last two years,
some will also be traveling to visit friends and
experience other parts of the country and world!

I cannot believe that summer is finally here, but I
am ready for it! I know that this time of year people
go running to the water, to camp, or away on
vacation, but don’t forget about us here at FCCUCC!

As you enjoy all of God's creation, I do hope that
you'll join us for worship whether in person at
10:00 each Sunday or on Facebook or YouTube via
the livestream or at your convenience later in the
week.

I am especially looking at all of you young families.
Hopefully you received our invitation to go bowling.
We are excited to finally be able to gather with one
another again in a safe, fun way! We also need your
expert input… You know what your schedules are
like, and what you are looking for in a faith
formation program, so let us know! If you can, I
hope you will join us for bowling or pop into
worship this summer, but even if that’s not
possible, I hope you will reach out and let us know
how you are, and how we can make church fun and
possible for all of you now that we are emerging
from our homes again. If you want to touch base
with me, my email is steve@fccucc.org.

Blessings,
Rev. Estelle

Blessings,
Pastor Steve

I invite you to gather a little bit of water from the
places you travel. On our Homecoming Sunday in
September, we'll all pour our water into a
communal vessel. That water will be blessed (and
boiled to remove any contaminants), and we'll use
it for baptisms.

Holly Daze Bazaar
Are you interested in joining the church?
Do you know someone who may be interested?
We'll be holding a new member series over the
summer to introduce the church to newcomers
(and not-so-newcomers) who want to formalize
their commitment to First Congregational Church.
For more info, please email

We are hopeful that there will be a bazaar this
year. In anticipation of that, hopefully church
members and friends will consider creating or
clearing out possible donations. Save the first
Saturday in December to come to 2022's bazaar.
Lynne Lanctot

RevEstelle@FCCUCC.org.
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SAFE CHURCH
We have had some tremendous people at work
updating our Safe Church Policy that establishes
the ways we ensure our children and vulnerable
adults are safe when participating in church
activities. It is a very robust update! Council has
approved the policy, and over the summer we will
be rolling it out so that it is fully in place by
September, when our program year starts back up!
More info and opportunities to ask questions will
be coming soon, so stay tuned!

Dear Friends,
Part of our participation in Family Promise is an
annual fundraiser to support the Greater Portland
program.
We can help in the following ways:


Monetary Donations - (a) Write a check
to our church with GPFP (for Greater
Portland Family Promise) in the memo
line and drop it off at the church office
or mail it to 301 Cottage Road, South
Portland ME 04106, or (b) donate
online with the DONATE button on the
church website fccucc.org. Use the
Other line and put GPFP in the
comment space. Nancy Irving will
collect and tally and write a check from
our church account to GPFP for the
total amount. GPFP can use monetary
donations toward rent assistance, food,
bus passes, etc.



Hannaford Gift Cards - These cards are
always deeply appreciated! Mail or
drop off at church office.



Rolls of Quarters - Many families live in
a building with laundry facilities, but
the machines require quarters. Rolls of
quarters would be a help to that aspect
of daily life. Drop off at church office.



Diapers and baby wipes are always
needed. Specifically size 4-6 diapers.

MILESTONE BIRTHDAYS
IN JULY
Marilyn Mitchell
Elinor Redmond

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
and ONLINE VIEWS
In-person

Online

5/29

65

124

6/5

37

65

6/12

65

123

6/19

30

141

Thank you for your support!
Mission Outreach Team

BIBLE JEOPARDY
Strange and wonderful things have happened on this Mount, including God giving Moses the Ten
Commandments there according to Exodus 20. Name the Mount.
See page 6 for the answer.
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MEMORIALS, DEDICATIONS &
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR:
Not all requests for Community Crisis Ministries
(CCM) are complicated.
General Assistance told us of an asylum seeker not
yet eligible for work who lives in an apartment on
the fourth floor. He couldn’t get a breeze from his
window and asked for a fan. He is now enjoying his
fan and, in addition, he also is the owner of a new
bed pillow.

July 17: In loving memory of Rose and Sherwood
Lawler from Heather Payson and family.
STEEPLE LIGHTING:
July 3 - July 9: In gratitude and appreciation to the
staff, congregation, and friends at FCCUCC for all
you do to make our community a better place.
Thanks for letting me be a small part of it.
From Gin Gedney

SEARCH COMMITTEE
The Search/Transition group has been
busy! In addition to meeting twice a
month, the seven members have been
gathering information to help write our
church profile. More than 20 community
leaders in South Portland, Cape Elizabeth and
Scarborough have been interviewed to find out
their perspectives on their communities and the
challenges each town faces.
The church profile seeks answers to questions such
as "Who Are We," "Who is our Neighbor," and
"Who and What is God Calling us to
Become." There have been three meetings (both in
person and on Zoom) to gather input from the
congregation.

Social Witness Ministries of First Congregational
Church is hosting “Stories, Not Stigma” an intimate,
in-person conversation about abortion and
reproductive justice. In this one hour confidential
session, skilled facilitators, Tanja Hollander, Susan
Johnston and Sarah Mahoney will share abortion
and adoption stories, statistics, and how to respond
to stigmas. More info can be found on the website.
Please join us on Wednesday, June 29th from 7:00
to 8:30 p.m. Limited spots available - RSVP by
contacting the church office at office@fcc.org or
calling 207-799-3361. Masks will be required for
this event.

In addition, a survey will be coming in late August.
It is very important that everyone responds to this
survey to help the Committee find out what
church members are looking for in our next senior
minister. Once the survey results are in and
tabulated, the church profile will be written. It will
be posted nationally and the interview part of the
search process will begin.
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MUSIC CORNER
Co-Directors of Music
Ally Hawkins
ally@fccucc.org

Terry Foster
terry@fccucc.org

We continue to have solos and special music for our
July services. On July 10th, to send out our mission
trip folks, musical saw player Claude Bonang will be
playing.

SHARING OUR SORROWS
Over the last two years, this church has seen several
staffing transitions and dealt with a global
pandemic. Rev. Estelle will lead us through a grief
session where we can each offer and receive a
ministry of presence. Monday, July 11 over
Zoom; Tuesday, July 12, in Davidson Lounge. Both
sessions are from 6:30 p.m. until 8 p.m. Please
RSVP to revestelle@FCCUCC.org

 We sent nearly 200 “Caring Postcards” to let

people know their church cared about them
and to invite them to the annual meeting.
 We continue to send out “Remembrance
Cards” to family members on the first
anniversary of the death of a loved one.
 Our goal is to send “Condolence Cards”
following the death of a family member.
 Graduating seniors have received a “Congratulations Card” for their fine achievement.
We continue to offer “Caring Hearts” to members,
either on their lawns or in their homes for two weeks,
and have received some requests for the hearts. We
discussed possible changes to the program.
A “Scam Presentation” from authorities with solid
information regarding the increasing number of scams
we all receive is planned for Sunday, September 25.
Just a reminder that your pastors will never ask you to
email them gift card security codes. In fact, a request
for gift cards or gift card codes to be sent anywhere
should be a red flag!

SECURITY PROTOCOL TO BEGIN IN AUGUST

COMMITTEE
UPDATES
Council - Council met this month and will be in
hiatus for July and August and reconvening in
September. We will continue to monitor Covid
developments and make adjustments as we see fit
and will meet sooner if needed. We welcome new
members Debbie Riley and Karen Westerberg and
give our heartfelt thanks to departing members
Peggy Murray and Tom Hamerski for their six years of
devoted service.
Care & Connections - As the Covid-19 continues to
play a role in our lives and in our church, the Care
and Connections Team is increasing its effort to
reach out to members and families in meaningful
ways:
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Your wellbeing is of the utmost importance to us. In
response to the recent uptick in gun violence; with
the best intentions for the safety of all, we will soon
be instituting a new policy.
Beginning in mid-August, during worship (while the
first hymn is being sung), we will begin locking the
side doors. Signs will be posted to remind latecomers
to use the main entrance. This will improve our ability
to monitor the entrances. The goal is to increase your
safety. The main sanctuary doors will remain unlocked for the duration of the service.
If you have questions, please feel free to contact Scott
Berry, Chair of Spiritual Life and Worship, at 7670236. Thank you for your understanding and patience
as new procedures are rolled into place in the months
to come.
Sincerely, Spiritual Life and Worship, House Committee, Safety and Security Task Force, and Safe
Church Review Committee
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News from the Maine Conference
With abundant joy, deep hope, and overflowing gratitude for the stirrings of the Holy Spirit, the Board of
Directors of the Maine Conference of the United Church of Christ voted on June 16, 2022 to wholeheartedly
affirm the discernment of the Conference Minister Search Committee, and to recommend the
Rev. Dr. Marisa Laviola be presented to delegates of the Maine Conference for their vote to elect and call
her as our next Conference Minister. A Special Meeting of the Conference has been called for this purpose
for Saturday August 6, 2022, at 1:00 p.m. at First Parish Church in Brunswick. Watch for the official Call.
Introducing The Rev. Dr. Marisa Laviola!
Marisa will be coming to us from the Penn Central Conference where she has been serving as Associate
Conference Minister for Congregational Transitions. She has a great passion for partnering with churches to
recognize and celebrate their gifts of ministry and mission and to become “beacons of light” in their
communities.
Marisa earned her Master of Divinity from Boston University School of Theology, and brings a Ph.D. in
Counseling Psychology as well as a Master of Music to her ministry. Marisa has pastored churches
in Vermont and will be bringing to Maine her passion for affirming the vitality of churches of all sizes, and
helping all churches expand the reach of ministry beyond their four walls.
Marisa has two grown daughters. Kristyn lives in Vermont and Kathryn lives with her and her spouse. In her
free time Marisa loves to cook, read, garden, take walks with her dog, and spend time outdoors camping or
just sitting on the back deck.

During the month of July Marisa will be introduced more personally to members and friends of the Maine
Conference through a series of “meet and greet” opportunities offered via Zoom. The dates and times for
these gatherings will be as follows: Thursday, July 7, at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, July 12, at 10:00 .a.m, and
Saturday, July 16, at noon. The Zoom links will be sent out in the All Conference Emails. If you have
questions, please contact the Conference office.
On behalf of the Maine Conference, the Board of Directors extends heartfelt gratitude to the members of
the Conference Minister Search Committee: Rev. Brad Hirst, chair, Jeanie Barnard, Rev. Bill Bliss, Rev. Leslie
Chatfield, Paula Hatfield, Andrea Kennison, Nancy Lewis, Chris Magri, and Rev. Jayme Babczak.
The Board of Directors of the Maine Conference
Rev. Linette George, Chair

BIBLE JEOPARDY ANSWER
The answer this month is worth 8 points.
What is Mount Sinai?
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SAVE THE DATE
Families, please save the date of August 7 at
1 p.m. to go bowling with your worship staff:
Rev. Estelle, Pastor Steve, Mr. Terry and Ms. Ally.
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