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Please join us Sundays at 10:00 AM for worship in the Sanctuary and 
also live-streamed (then archived) on Facebook and YouTube. 
 
January 2 Epiphany celebrated and Communion served with  
 Rev. Estelle Margarones preaching and the  

Meetinghouse Choir singing. 
 
January 9 Baptism of Christ celebrated with Rev. Steve Savage 
 preaching and the Meetinghouse Choir singing and  
 the Bell Choir ringing. 
 
January 16 Racial Justice Sunday with Rev. Estelle Margarones 
 preaching and the Meetinghouse Choir singing. 
 
January 23 Reproductive Justice Sunday with Rev. Marvin Ellison  
 preaching and the Meetinghouse Choir singing and  
 Bell Choir ringing. 
 
January 30 Rev. Estelle Margarones preaching and the  
 Meetinghouse Choir singing. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

For those who live without  
enough food, water, shelter, 
or safety; for veterans and 
those in active service; for 
peace and peacemakers; for 
areas in strife around the 
world; for those who are ill; 
and for those who grieve.  

December Prayers for:  

Baby Rosabella 

Zachary B 

Lin B 

Deb B 

Kathie C 

Jinny D 

Jane F 

Maya R 

Sal R 

All those who grieve 

OFFICE HOURS  
 

Monday thru Friday 
 

9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

mailto:office@fccucc.org
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Thank you, church,  
for a festive season!  

 
Thank you, church --- 
 

 for all of the beautiful vocal and instrumental music this season… 
 for creating delicious candies and cookies and calendars… 
 for purchasing flowers and treats to benefit of the church… 
 for delivering cookies to members and friends… 
 for vacuuming the sanctuary between Christmas services and before church on Sunday… 
 for your presence at the Longest Night and Sunday services…. 
 for helping to shovel the walkways after the snow…. 
 for attending our special worship team Advent programs… 
 for participating in the children’s pageant…  
 for all you did to make the sanctuary so beautiful and welcoming for Christmas… 
 for the carols you shared with the community… 
 for the beautiful altar display of poinsettias… 
 for creating and sharing festive wreaths… 
 for greeting all who came to worship… 
 for teaching others how to make Advent wreaths… 
 for your generous donations of money and gifts and gift cards to benefit the church and to support our 

programs…. 
 for the cards you sent… 
 for the calls and visits that you made… 
 for participating in worship by leading prayers and lighting candles… 
 for encouraging others to make warm mittens… 
 for gathering for fellowship and education… 
 for participating in committee meetings to attend to the many ministries of the church… 
 for worshipping online for the benefit of others… 
 for checking in with people…. 
 and for your suggestions, feedback, and prayers.   

 
There is much more that is going unsaid, but trust that your light is shining so brightly that God sees it! 
 
Blessings, 

Rev. Estelle Margarones 

BIBLE JEOPARDY 
 

Our remembrance of Christ started in a little town 
called Bethlehem. There were no rooms for  
visitors in town, so Mary and Joseph had to put 
Jesus in this, which is like a bowl for animals. 
 

See page 5 for the answer. 
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The Care and Connections Team would like to 
acknowledge and thank those who  delivered 
Christmas cookies.  They are:  
  

Jim, Peggy, Kathy, Bob, Karen,  
Cindy, Gin and Dave. 

 
The cookies were appreciated by many families, not 
just because they were delicious but they were a 
way to let people know they were thought of dur-
ing the Christmas season. 
 
Thank you, “cookie deliverers”! 

 
Prayers and 

Pastoral Care 
 
Pastor Steve and Rev. Estelle are available for calls 
and visits at your convenience. In the event of a  
life-threatening emergency (God forbid!), you can 
reach a pastor 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at  
207-331-3525. We’re committed to following you 
through your journey of care.  
 
At present, there are some folks on the prayer list 
for whom we don’t have contact information, and 
they would like to follow up with them. If you put 
someone on the list, would you please touch base 
with the office?  
 
Moving forward, with the permission of the person 
for whom we’re praying, we’ll lift the concerns in 
congregational prayer and share them in the  
Weekly Word for two weeks in a row so that  
anyone missing a service or email may join in  
prayer.  After the acute nature of the concern has 
been shared, your pastors and the Spiritual Life and 
Worship committee will continue to pray for  
everyone. The Beacon will carry the full list of all 
who were held in prayer the previous month.  

 

 

 

 

 

We continue to have approximately 70 people in 
the sanctuary each week. Our social media views 
follow (and remember, we can tell how many  
devices watched, but not how many people were 
watching together, so the numbers are likely much 
higher!): 
 
Social Media numbers for Worship for December: 
 
12/26 FB (stream issue) YouTube- 6  views 
12/24 FB (stream issue), YouTube-55 
12/19 FB-189, YouTube-78  
12/12 FB-83, YouTube-45 
12/5 FB-108, YouTube-53 

 

END OF YEAR  
GIVING 

 

With the end of the calendar year approaching, 
please plan ahead for gifts that you would like to be 
tax deductible for 2021. In general, gifts/pledges 
must be received by the church office by December 
31 in order to claim a charitable contribution  
deduction for 2021. However, checks that are 
written and postmarked in 2021 will be deductible 
in 2021, even though they may not be received by 
the church until 2022. Stock transfers must be  
received in our brokerage account at H. M. Payson 
by December 31. 
 
Additionally, please do not file your 2021 tax return 
until you have a written acknowledgement of your 
contributions from the church. Per the IRS, your 
contributions may not be tax deductible if you file 
your tax return before receiving a written  
acknowledgement of your contributions.  
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Dear friends, 
 
For days, I’ve been singing O Holy Night. In particular, the lyrics, “A thrill of hope, the 
weary world rejoices” seem to resonate this season more than ever. The whole world 
is weary of this pandemic and the weight of the collective worry and grief we carry.   
 
One amazing thing I’ve noticed, is that there is new strength. We’ve been getting 
stronger by consciously stretching. The things we’ve been able to accomplish may 
have been but dreams if not for the moving past imaginary boundaries. If the pandemic hadn’t  
unceremoniously pushed us beyond our comfort zones, we may not be doing many things we can now call  
routine. 
 
I’ve noticed that we’ve also had to stretch in terms of accepting each other’s stances in this pandemic. We 
see that patience and grace are necessary, not just some of the time, but all of the time. We’ve had to adjust 
our expectations of ourselves, our families, and our friends. Throughout it all, there has been tremendous 
growth. 
 
Perhaps you’ve already discovered that you’re stronger than you thought possible. Even as the pandemic 
continues to shift the ground beneath your feet; when you remain firmly rooted in faith, you can be braver, 
kinder, more patient, more giving, more compassionate, more forgiving, and more loving than ever before.   
 
We are undergoing transformation. Some have come to it as ducks to water; others, kicking and screaming. 
Yet here we all are, being transformed. As people of faith, we know the ancient stories and we believe that 
God is with us. This Christmastide, rejoice in that thrill of hope! 
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Estelle 
 
P.S.  In lieu of Star Words this year, I ask you to consider the two words, ‘community’ and ‘connection’. I  
invite your prayers and your input as to ways to be together when we can’t all be together. How can we  
continue to create community during a pandemic?  
 
In the coming months, we’ll work on liturgical art together and we’ll gather for Christian education and focus 
groups.   
 
Until it warms up enough for outdoor activities, is there something that you’d like to lead or participate in? 
Cooking classes from home? A book group? A virtual concert? Board games over Zoom? Would you like to 
learn how to use social media? Shall we gather a group of hearty New Englanders and go snowshoeing? Feel 
free to call me at 799-3361 or to let me know what would help you to engage at RevEstelle@FCCUCC.org. 

mailto:RevEstelle@FCCUCC.org
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MUSIC CORNER 
                       
       

We encourage all members and friends who like to sing or ring to come to our rehearsals. 
The Bell Choir rehearses on Wednesday from 4:30-5:30 PM. All ages are welcome. The Meetinghouse Choir 
rehearses on Tuesdays from 6:45-8:00 PM. Please consider joining us! 
 

We wish everyone a very Happy New Year! 
 

Ally Hawkins – Co-Director of Music Terry Foster – Co-Director of Music 
ally@fccucc.org terry@fccucc.org 

 

Fellowship Club Cookie 
and Bird Calendar  

Sale Update 
 

The Fellowship Club cookie and bird calendar sale 
was a tremendous success, raising over $650! We 
would like to thank everyone involved in this event 
to spread good taste and good cheer: Rich Mead 
for overall organization and leading volunteers, 
Debbie Rideout for overall communication and or-
ganizing bakers, all the bakers, the volunteers who 
boxed the cookies and distributed the boxes, Terry 
Dallaire for his financial assistance, Marie Jordan 
for everything about the fabulous bird calendars, 
and especially everyone that bought cookies and 
calendars! We would also like to thank The Cookie 
Jar, who donated the boxes for the cookies. 
 
At this time, I’d also like to thank Rich Mead for his 
years on the Fellowship Club Board. As Club Presi-
dent for three years, Rich led the club through sev-
eral significant changes. Most recently, he has been 
the Special Events Chairperson. Thank you for all 
your contributions, Rich! 
 
Chris Keiter 
Fellowship Club President 

 

MEMORIALS, 
DEDICATIONS & 

FLOWERS ON THE 
 ALTAR 
 
STEEPLE LIGHTING: 

January 2 - January 8: In honor of all who donated 
their time and/or financial resources to make the 
recent holiday season a little brighter for others in 
our community. 
 
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR: 

January 9:  In loving memory of Paul Gray from his 
wife, Beth De Tine, and daughter, Sarah Gray. 
 
January 16:  In loving memory of my dad,  
Frank Westerberg. 
 
MISSION GLOBE: 

January 23:  In loving memory of Bill Harris. 
 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO HONOR the memory of a 
loved one or celebrate a special person or  
occasion?  You can make a lovely tribute to them 
by placing flowers on the altar, lighting the Mission 
Globe or dedicating the Steeple in their name.  To 
remember or celebrate loved ones with flowers on 
the altar or light the Mission Globe, Please contact 
Danna Wiggins at dannawig2@gmail.com. Please 
call the Church Office (799-3361) for steeple  
dedications.  

 

BIBLE JEOPARDY ANSWER 
The answer this month is worth 2 points 

What is a manger? 

mailto:dannawig2@gmail.com
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COMMITTEE NEWS 

(These are updates from various 
committees following their last meetings.) 

 
COUNCIL 
 
Council continues to work on the Stewardship Campaign.  The Budget Committee will meet in early January 
to begin the process of developing a budget for presentation at a church meeting in late January.  We  
continue to monitor COVID protocols for the church on a monthly basis and will make adjustments as  
circumstances warrant. Looking forward, Council will be updating the church’s Safe Church Policy and will 
discuss the process of the discerning of and searching for a permanent minister.    

 
ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM 
 

After a pandemic hiatus, the Safety Committee will be resuming work in January with a primary focus of 
reviewing/updating Emergency Operations plan and planning training classes for AED and CPR, evacuation, 
and fire safety.  
 
CARE & CONNECTIONS 
 

Although the Care and Connections team did not meet in December, we are always looking for projects that 
express care for church members and ways in which to connect all of us.  We had a suggestion from the 
chop and chat care group of buying cookies from the fellowship club and delivering them to some church 
members.  As a result we delivered Christmas cookies to 28 families.  We look forward to finding more ways 
to "care and connect" in 2022, despite the limitations of the pandemic. 
 
MISSION & OUTREACH 
 
The Mission Outreach Team makes donations on behalf of the church to programs and organizations serving 
our neighbors locally, nationally, and internationally. Donations made in December include: 
 
350 Maine -- https://www.350maine.org/ ; Maine Needs -- https://www.maineneeds.org/ ; Abyssinian 
Church Restoration -- https://www.abyssinianmeetinghouse.org/ ; GLSEN  Portland Chapter -- https://
www.glsen.org/chapter/southern-maine ; and Day One --https://day-one.org/ 
 
SPIRITUAL LIFE & GROWTH 
 
The Spiritual Life and Worship Team has been focused this month on assisting our pastors during the Advent 
Season, working behind the scenes to make things happen.  We finalized our input for the 2022 church 
budget and also reviewed the results of a recent screen of inactive church members.   

https://www.350maine.org/
https://www.maineneeds.org/
https://www.abyssinianmeetinghouse.org/
https://www.glsen.org/chapter/southern-maine
https://www.glsen.org/chapter/southern-maine
https://day-one.org/
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