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Deadline for the February BEACON is Saturday, January 18. Please send entries to beacon@fccucc.org

Looking Ahead in Worship

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
enough food, water, shelter,
or safety; for veterans and
those in active service; for
peace and peacemakers; for
areas in strife around the
world.

Prayers for:
Frances Jane Addor
Kay Bouchard
Deb Brucker
Kathie Cook
Jane Fields
Dean Henriksen
Jan Maddox
Natalie Marro
Bea Potenzo
Maya Rak
Sal Rendall
Kim Strout
Linda Warner
Christopher Comstock and
his family
Medical Professionals
Caregivers
Our Church
Our Country
Family of Karen Ellis
All those who grieve

Phone: 207.799.3361; Fax: 207.799.4095

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES
January 3
10:00 a.m.

January 10
10:00 a.m.

January 17
10:00 a.m.

January 24
10:00 a.m.

January 31
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday after Christmas
Worship on Zoom.

First Sunday after Epiphany
Worship Service on Facebook Premier Video and on
YouTube.
Second Sunday after Epiphany
Worship Service on Facebook Premier Video and on
YouTube.
Third Sunday after Epiphany
Worship Service on Facebook Premier Video and on
YouTube.
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Worship Service on Facebook Premier Video and on
YouTube.

E-mail: office@fccucc.org

Web site: www.fccucc.org

Our Vitality Work Continues
The Council has listened to your comments, and
we have realized that we need to do a better job
communicating our vitality efforts, as well as the
need for them. With this in mind, we will be
offering a conversation focusing on what we have
learned from experts and consultants about the
church in America today, and about our own
congregation here on Meetinghouse Hill. Michael
Piazza, the author of Vital Vintage Church, the
book that many of our leaders read when we
started this process, will be giving us a summary
of his book, and Paul Nickerson, a consultant we
used, will also make a presentation. Discussion
and conversation will be welcome! This
conversation will take place via Zoom on Sunday,
January 17, at 11:00 a.m. All members and friends
of our congregation are welcome.

PROFESSIONAL GRIEF
COUNSELING AVAILABLE
AT NO COST
We have many reasons to grieve this year—the loss
of loved ones, the straining of relationships,
changes at work and at church, and the loss of time
with family and friends. Whatever the source of
your pain, your church wants to help. In addition to
the pastoral care provided by our ministers, we
have made arrangements with two local counselors
to offer confidential grief counseling to our
members at no cost to you. We will pay for up to
three visits per person with one of these trained
counselors, now through January. If you would like
to see one of them, please contact them directly.
Monica Delehanty, LCPC
(207) 239-1487
monica772@hotmail.com
Mary Hazzard, LCPC
(207) 767-4600

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday thru Friday
9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
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POINSETTIA REMEMBRANCES
The following poinsettias were placed on the altar for our Christmas services.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

FROM:

Brenda Ann Butler

Paul & Jan Butler

Skip Graham

Faye Graham & Family

Raymond Pandora
Robert and Azalia Browne

Claudia Pandora

Hans and Iola Pandora
Loved Ones

The Sahrbeck Family

Sally Wessner

Carol Wessner Zechman

Daughters: Alice Burrowes and Stacey Kenkermath, and Sons: Todd Burrowes and Brent
Burrowes
Grandchildren and daughter Judith Burrowes
and son Buzzy Burrowes

Marietta French
Mr. & Mrs. C.N. Burrowes

IN CELEBRATION OF:

FROM:

Lily, Ainsley, Elsa, Tommy, Maya and Beau

Nonna & Pop Pop

YOUTH OUTREACH PROJECT
I am very excited to announce an upcoming youth outreach project, and how you can help!
To support the local South Portland School system's various clothing projects, our youth will be collecting
hooded sweatshirts for the month of January. We will be collecting new or gently used hooded sweatshirts
in sizes 4T through Adult XLarge. We will also be accepting scarves, neck gaiters, and new boots for children
in pre-k through 5th grade. If you would like to donate a used sweatshirt or scarf, please ensure that it is
clean before you drop it off. All donations can be brought to the church office.
If you have any questions or concerns please contact me at steve@fccucc.org.
Blessings,
Pastor Steve
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MEMORIALS / DEDICATIONS
STEEPLE LIGHTING

Thank You from
Community Crisis Ministries
and
Mission & Outreach
Twenty-seven children received gifts through the
CCM Christmas Program. Without the help of all the
shoppers, gift card buyers, and general help and
support of the church staff, this would not have
happened. Thank you to everybody who
participated. There will be many very big smiles on
Christmas morning thanks to all of you.
Another huge thank you to all who purchased gift
cards for Long Creek residents. The value of the
cash and gift cards donated was $680. That is
amazing, and we are continually amazed at the level
of participation and generosity of this Church
Community.

PER CAPITA CONTRIBUTIONS
Have you made your 2021 donation towards your
Per Capita dues. This is the $20.00 annual fee that
the church pays on your behalf to the Cumberland
Association and the Maine Conference. As it does
each year, the fee increased to the church, and we
are asking for your help to offset that cost.
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January 3 - 9 -- In honor of all those who donated
their time, effort and financial resources to make
the recent holiday season a little brighter for others
in our community.
If you would like to dedicate the steeple in honor of
or recognition to a special person or group or to
celebrate a loved one. Please call the church office
(799-3361) or send an email (office@fccucc.org).

IRS REGULATIONS REGARDING
CONTRIBUTIONS
With the end of the calendar year approaching,
please plan ahead for gifts that you would like to
be tax deductible for 2020.
In general, gifts/pledges must be received by the
church office by December 31, in order to claim a
charitable contribution deduction for 2020.
However, checks that are written and postmarked
in 2020 will be deductible in 2020, even though
they may not be received by the church in 2020.
Stock transfers must be received in our brokerage
account at H. M. Payson by December 31.
Additionally, please do not file your 2020 tax return
until you have a written acknowledgement of your
contributions for the church. Per the IRS, your
contributions may not be tax deductible if you file
your tax return before receiving a written
acknowledgement of your contributions.
Nancy Irving (business@fccucc.org)
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Dear Friends,
The last time we provided support and modified hospitality for GPFP families was in July. Since that time,
the two families that had been sheltering in place separately at Clark Methodist and Hope Gateway have
since moved into apartments. As a result of continuing Covid-19 concerns and guidance, GPFP continues to
focus its energy and resources on supporting families who have been through the program who have critical
needs as a result of coronavirus impacts. Some families have lost employment or have limited employment
which have made it difficult to pay rent and buy food. In addition, the families have had limited access to
community resources and interactions and have been isolated and lonely. Some host congregations have
been paired up with a specific family to help more regularly with basic needs and social interaction.
How can we help?
Our church provided some wonderful support to GPFP over the summer, which was greatly appreciated,
and we would like to have a similar modified ‘Host Week’ beginning the week of January 24th to 31st,
followed by a ‘Host Week’ every three months: April 25th to May 1st, July 25th to 31st, and October 24th to
31st, or until such time as the GPFP program changes strategy. We can help in the following ways:


Monetary Donations - Write a check to our church with GPFP in the memo line and drop it off at
the church. Nancy Irving will collect and tally and write a check from our church account to GPFP
for the total amount. If you prefer to write a check out directly to GPFP, you can drop it off at the
church and we will make sure it gets to GPFP along with the other donations. GPFP can use monetary donations toward, rent assistance, food, bus passes, etc
 Hannaford Gift Cards - These cards are always deeply appreciated!
 Rolls of Quarters - Many families live in a building with laundry facilities, but the machines require
quarters. Rolls of quarters would be a help to that aspect of daily life.
 Cards/Drawings - Get the whole family involved and make a card or drawing of love and support. It
can be in English or if you want to try words of encouragement in French, Portuguese, or Lingala,
I’m sure it would be appreciated. These will also be collected in the church office.
Although we won’t be physically hosting families again until it is safe to do so, we can still provide families
with hospitality, support, and love. We will be collecting donations in the church office from January 24th to
31st.
Thank you for your support!
Betsy Westcott Keiter, Gin Micucci, Bob & Mary Suessman
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GIVING THROUGH THE MISSION MALL
The Mission Mall, an ongoing program of the Mission and Outreach Team, is a year-round opportunity to
honor friends and loved ones by donating to one of these local charities:










Animal Refuge League
Center for Grieving Children
Community Crisis Ministries
Dignity for Opiate Users
Emergency Food Pantry
Friendship House
Florence House
Gary's House
GLSEN











Grace Street Ministry
Iris Network
Katarzyna Fund
Long Creek Youth Development Center
Maine Homeless Veterans Alliance
My Sister's Keeper
Opportunity Alliance Diaper Program
Shalom House
Spurwink

The Mission Mall is an opportunity to make an honorary or memorial donation to one of the local
charities in our Mission Mall Catalog, including Community Crisis Ministries and the Emergency Food
Pantry. For each donation, you are entitled to an All-Occasion or Christmas Card to send to one of the
special people in your life. To use the Mission Mall, use the basket in the Church Office or visit the church
website.

"There are times when I want to give a gift to someone, and have no idea what I might possibly purchase
that would be meaningful, useful, relevant, and something that person would appreciate having. When I
give a donation through the Mission Mall as a gift, I know with certainty that it will be meaningful, useful,
relevant, with a high degree of certainty that it will be appreciated by the recipient who learns of the donation in his/her name." -- A friend of the Mission Mall.

The Care and Connections Team hopes you are
aware that we have magnets and contact cards
My church loves me
available for our church families. Since hospitals
and cares about me!
and other facilities can no longer give out
If I am sick or
information regarding their patients we all
hospitalized,
have to let the church know if we are no longer in
please contact:
our homes. The magnets and cards are available
207-799-3361 or
in the church but many of us are not coming to
office@fccucc.org
the church during the pandemic. In order to have
church members and friends have these items we
will be mailing them to some of your homes in
January. When they arrive we hope you will make them available to your family but also hope you don’t
need to use them… meaning we hope you will stay healthy during the new year.
From the Care and Connections Team
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