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Deadline for the February BEACON is Saturday, January 18. Please send entries to beacon@fccucc.org

Looking Ahead in Worship

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
enough food, water, shelter,
or safety; for veterans and
those in active service; for
peace and peacemakers; for
areas in strife around the
world.

Prayers for:
Deb Brucker
Peter Cotter
Ashley Della Pelle
Karen Ellis
Jane Fields
Natalie Marro
Barbara Merrill
Mick Polineo
Maya Rak
Kim Strout
Alton Thompson
Linda Warner
Jim Whited
Christopher Comstock
and his family
All those who grieve

Phone: 207.799.3361; Fax: 207.799.4095

January 5
Epiphany
8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship with Communion
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Communion, Meetinghouse
Choir and Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the
message. Fellowship time follows.
January 12
First Sunday after Epiphany
8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.
January 19
Second Sunday after Epiphany
8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.
January 26
Third Sunday after Epiphany
8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.

E-mail: office@fccucc.org

Web site: www.fccucc.org

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES
On Tuesday, December 31, S.A.M. will leave the
church at 1 p.m. for a tour of Victoria Mansion
with all its Christmas decorations. The cost for
seniors is $12. Please RSVP by December 26.

Introducing the
Fellowship Club
After a year with several significant changes, the
Eskimo Club members have closed out 2019 by
voting to change the group’s name to the
Fellowship Club, effective immediately. Over the
next month or so, you may see references to either
the Fellowship Club or the snow Eskimo Club, as we
transition our communications and logo. However,
the group is the same, whose purpose is to promote
good fellowship among the women and men of the
Church, and to further the interests of the Church.
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, January 8,
2020, from 6:15 to 8:30pm. We will have a nice
lasagna dinner and an outstanding program with
Jim Rowe, President of the Cape Elizabeth Historical
Preservation Society who will speak about Fort
Williams. All women and men of the Church
(including non-members) are welcome. If you are
not on our regular call list but would like to attend,
you must make a reservation by calling Chris Keiter
(245-4589) or Scott Berry (767-0236), by Monday,
January 6th, to ensure we have enough food for
everyone.
We look forward to seeing you there!
Chris Keiter
President-elect
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We’ll meet at church at 11 a.m. on Thursday,
January 9, to go to the Tuscan Table for lunch,
where they have delicious authentic Italian food.
Please RSVP by January 6.
Snow date is
Wednesday, January 15.
Join us for lunch at Dock’s on Wednesday, January
22. We will leave the church parking lot at 11 a.m.
If the weather is bad we will go on Thursday,
January 23.
We look forward to future activities such as a
movie and lunch at SMCC.
S.A.M. meetings will be held on the following dates
and times:
Thursday, January 16 @ 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, February 20 @ 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, March 12 @ 1:00 p.m.
These meetings take place in the 2nd-3rd grade
classroom on the top floor. Please come and share
your ideas and suggestions for possible events and
activities. We’d love to see you there.

PER CAPITA CONTRIBUTIONS
Have you made your 2020 donation towards your
Per Capita dues? This is the $18.00 annual fee that
the church pays on your behalf to the Cumberland
Association and the Maine Conference. The fee actually increased over the last several years for inflation, but we kept the request constant. This year we
are letting you know the full amount.
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MEMORIALS / DEDICATIONS
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR
January 5 -- In loving memory of Paul Gray from his
wife, Beth De Tine, and daughter, Sarah Gray.
January 12 -- In loving memory of Frank
Westerberg,
from his daughter, Karen
Westerberg.
January 26 -- In loving memory of Wayne M.
Lockwood from Bruce, Ann, Rachel and Andrew
Lockwood.
MISSION GLOBE

We have a very important congregational meeting
on January 26. In addition to voting on the budget
and bylaw changes, we also will hear reports from
our Safety & Security Task Force and our new
Vitality Team. We need all active members and
friends to be part of these vital conversations so
please plan now to stay after worship on
January 26.

January 19 -- In loving memory of Bill Harris from
his wife Darla Harris.
STEEPLE LIGHTING
December 29 - January 4 -- In loving memory of
Helen Zigmund, the first female ordained minister
at FCCUCC, from Faye Graham.
January 5 - January 11 -- In loving memory of
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Dennison, Keith Jr. and Kathy
from Joan, Kim, Chris and Sarah.
If you would like to dedicate the Steeple in
remembrance or celebration of loved ones, please
call the Church at 799-3361.
You might also consider placing flowers on the
church altar in memory of a loved one or in
celebration of a wonderful life moment such as a
special birthday or anniversary. You can order
these from a florist to be delivered or buy flowers
at Hannaford or the farmers market and arrange a
simple bouquet.
The Mission Globe is another choice for
remembering asylum seekers and countries in
strife.
To reserve a Sunday, please email:
danawig@gmail.com.
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OFFICIAL CALL TO THE
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The members of the First Congregational
Church, United Church of Christ, are hereby
called to meet on Sunday, January 26, following
the 10:00 a.m. worship service, for the following
purposes:
I. To receive and act upon the 2020
church budget proposed by the
Church Council,
II. To hear and act upon By-law changes,
III. To hear and act upon any other
business that may properly come
before the church.
Thank you,
Deborah Rideout, Church Clerk
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3GREAT LOVES - Love of Neighbor, Love of Children, Love of Creation – A Just World for All.
A part of the responsibilities of the Mission and Outreach Team each year is to make donations on behalf of
the Church to various charitable foundations, service agencies, and programs in community, state, national
and international locations. Each year we are provided, through the Church budget, a specific amount to
perform this task to show our Love of Neighbor, Children and Creation.
We review direct requests and make ourselves aware of current social justice issues, weather and other
natural disasters, all of which help us to give good thought to good choices. Our year end donations from the
Mission and Outreach fund were made in support of various services throughout Maine and are as follows:
Hospice of Southern Maine is seeking completion of the Home Hospice Center to be a welcoming place of
hope and help and needed to support those we care for, especially at home;
The Center for Financial Education at ProsperityME serves Immigrant tenants with the tools and
understanding of the American Financial system;
The Center for Grieving Children helps families find hope and love and grief support at no charge;
Maine Seacoast Mission’s The EdGE where kids entering high school receive help to “hold tight to their
aspirations…essential to their long-term success” – The Middles: Navigating Transitions;

Preble Street which provides services and support to the homeless – “Turning Hunger and Homelessness
into Opportunity and Hope”;
The Iris Network – Vision with no limits provides unique services and programs such as the Low Vision
Center, Rehabilitation Center, and training with access technology for an ever-growing need and demand;
Wayfinder Schools serves Maine youth who need a second chance at earning their high school diplomas as
young parents, trying to make a better life for themselves and their children;
Mileston Recovery as Maine’s only non-profit detox program for the uninsured and Southern Maine’s only
homeless shelter for those with substance use disorders, brings hope to the most vulnerable in our communities;

The Lamb House in Cherryfield serves as stable, short-term housing for those who find themselves homeless due to fire or natural disaster. When not in use as an emergency residence is available for organizations
to use during volunteer service to benefit the region; and finally,
ILAP – The Immigrant Legal Advocacy Project helps low income immigrants improve their legal status and
works for more just and humane laws and policies affecting immigrants.
We are so pleased to help you support these fine organizations who are emblematic of doing God’s work for
people in need throughout Maine. Thank you for your giving so we might give to others.
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Presents

THE RIGHT TO VOTE
at FCC UCC
Friday, January 17 at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, January 18 at 4:00 p.m.
Cost of Admission:
$20 general
$15 advance
$13 seniors and students (online $15)
Free for ages 18 and under
Tickets are available at:
Starbird Music in Portland
Longellow Books in Portland
Nonesuch Book in South Portland
Online at wihmaine.org

Mission Mall Updates
The Mission Mall Committee is thrilled to announce
that we took in $1,157 for local charities over the
Holly Daze Bazaar weekend. It's never too late to
send your love by way of a donation through the
Mission Mall--either at the church office, through
the mail, or through the church website. The
newest organizations in the Mission Mall:
DIGNITY FOR OPIATE USERS, committed to
bringing dignity to our active opiate using friends,
neighbors and community members. They believe
that naloxone should be available to everyone and
that the active using community deserves a safe
place to access resources, safely use substances
without having to worry about dying, and build
trusting relationships with medical providers,
counseling staff and housing case managers.
HOPE ACTS, whose work is rooted in the strong
belief that asylum seekers and immigrants deserve
an opportunity to thrive in the U.S. Their
apartment building at 14 Sherman Street in
downtown Portland--HOPE HOUSE--is both a home
for asylum seekers and a space where English
classes and individualized support are provided.
Unfortunately KATARZYNA FUND has suspended
operations and is no longer accepting donations.
The funds they had raised, including the generous
support from members of our church family, are
going to help those seeking asylum with
interpreters, costs for transportation to their
immigration hearings, money for consultations
with lawyers, and even help with retainers for
lawyers.
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I want to thank everyone involved in the Rummage
Sale last fall -- from setting up to dismantling on
Saturday afternoon. I could not have done it
without your help.
Unfortunately, Mom and I have decided that this
will be the last sale we can lead due to age and
physical limitations. If any group or person would
like to continue this great project for the church, I
have all the information you will need to get going.
Just give me a call, and I will be happy to go over
this with you.
It has been a great 36 years of doing the sale, and
each year we make great money for our church.
Thank you.
Prudy Wiggins
207-799-5705

UPCOMING
VOLUNTEER TRAINING
Greater Portland Family Promise has announced
their next volunteer training schedule.

Saturday, January 4, 9 a.m. until noon
Woodfords Congregational Church
202 Woodford Street, Portland
This training must be completed before any
individual can have face-to-face contact with our
guest families. If your are interested in taking this
training, no advance registration is necessary.
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