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Deadline for the March BEACON is Friday, February 18. Please send entries to beacon@fccucc.org

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
enough food, water, shelter,
or safety; for veterans and
those in active service; for
peace and peacemakers; for
areas in strife around the
world; for those who are ill;
and for those who grieve.

Looking Ahead in Worship

February 6
10:00 a.m.

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Online worship and communion served with
Rev. Estelle Margarones preaching. Sam Schuth,
violinist, will perform special music.

February 13
10:00 a.m.

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
Online worship with Rev. Estelle Margarones
preaching and the Bell Choir ringing.

February 20

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
Online worship with Pastor Steve Savage.

February 27

Transfiguration Sunday
Online worship with Rev. Estelle Margarones
preaching and the Bell Choir ringing.

Over the last month we
prayed for:

Dorsey Dyer
(Elizabeth Lupien’s father)

Roger Borelli, Sr.
(Judith Borelli’s father-inlaw)
Family of Verna Andrews
Family of Bob Buckwalter
Family of Barbara Patterson
Family of Margaret
Thibodeau
All those who grieve

Please join us Sundays at 10:00 AM for worship in the Sanctuary and
also live-streamed (then archived) on Facebook and YouTube.

OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Friday
9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
Phone: 207.799.3361; Fax: 207.799.4095

E-mail: office@fccucc.org

Web site: www.fccucc.org

Dear friends,

This is an exciting time for the church!
We are about to embark on the Search
and Call process, through which you’ll call your next
settled Senior Pastor.
Very shortly, we’ll convene a Search Committee
comprised of individuals who love this church, who
are invested in the future of the church, who are
willing to listen and to speak up, who respect the
confidentiality of the process, and who have the time
to dedicate to the process.
We will commission the Search Committee in a
worship service and continue to bless their work with
prayerful support. As a community, we’ll have
opportunities to gather to discuss the questions that
will give the Search Committee the framework for
writing the Church Profile. These are: Who are we?
Who is our neighbor? Who is God calling us to
become?

Social Witness Ministries and the Eco Justice team
have our eye on Earth Day 2022 and need some
help planning! Please reach out to Jess Proctor @
jessdeeproctor@gmail.com or 207-671-1366 or
join a zoom on Monday, February 7, at 6:30 p.m.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/94458093722
Meeting ID: 944 5809 3722
Passcode: earth

The Church Profile will be posted nationally and the
Search Committee will carefully assess candidates
based on the needs we’ve identified as a
congregation. Ultimately, the Search Committee will
recommend a candidate to be called as your next
settled Senior Pastor. This process requires
introspection, honesty, and patience.
In order to attract the pastor who will be an excellent
match for the congregation, we need to clearly
articulate who we are now. A good sense of the
community surrounding the church will give you an
idea of whose needs you can serve. Who is here?
What’s important in South Portland, Cape Elizabeth,
and Portland—and how can we be involved in it?
What are the collective values, hopes, and dreams of
the congregation based upon who you are and who
your neighbors are? Those answers will lead us to
explore who and what God is calling FCCUCC to
become—and based upon that---what kind of gifts
and skills your next pastor must bring to help you on
that journey.

BIBLE JEOPARDY

This is a holy time in the life of a church. I’m honored
to walk with you in this time.

John the Baptist did his work in this body of water,
according to John 1:28, where Jesus appeared two
days in a row. Name this body of water.

Blessings,

See page 5 for the answer.

Rev. Estelle
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MUSIC CORNER
For the Present
As you are probably aware, COVID-19 is here to stay in some form for a long time. For some time we
operated our FCCUCC music programs that had enough willing folks to participate. As that number began to
decline, and on the advice of our church Music Committee plus other members of the music programs, we
disbanded rehearsals of any group for the month of January.
We are now facing February and will be reassessing what is best for this time.
We will be reaching out to the Music Committee and members of the bell choir and Meetinghouse Choir to
decide together on what the next steps are. Of course, the Bell Choir does not emit any extra aerosols when
playing so it is a safer activity. If you would be willing to play, please contact Terry. If the choir and Music
Committee decides not to have the choir meet for February, we will continue having soloists or duets in
place of a choral anthem.
We are now bringing in guest musicians for worship services twice a month. If you know of musicians of any
age and ability who might wish to play for us, please let us know. These people do not need to be members
of our church. Recordings can be safely made at home or in the sanctuary during the week if needed. At present, we are limiting our outside guests to string instruments which do not pose a Covid threat. We are also
open to wind instruments in person provided a professional cover is used on the instruments.

This month a Zoom session will take place on Saturday night, February 12, at 7 p.m. Please plan to join Terry
as he will be in part sharing music in honor of Black History month, taking requests from participants who
would like him to play religious pieces or secular ones. He is asking that if you plan to Zoom in to that
session that you email him (terry@fccucc.org) with your requests so that he can be prepared to play what
you wish. The upcoming session will include a “Name That Tune” segment with prizes.

For the Future
Of course, we are distressed that we are unable to provide a music program for children and teens since our
job descriptions include such programs. We hope that the time will soon come when we can safely offer
programs for children and teens, but we are not there yet.

The music committee and Rev. Estelle will be meeting in February to talk about ideas for the music program
at FCCUCC for the upcoming year. If you would like to make a suggestion of what you would like to see (or
hear) this year, please let anyone of the members know. As of now, our Music Committee consists of
Judy Kimball, Walter Kimball, Robin Mead, Stephanie Greenland, Ally Hawkins, and Terry Foster.

Ally Hawkins – Co-Director of Music
ally@fccucc.org
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Terry Foster – Co-Director of Music
terry@fccucc.org
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COMMITTEE NEWS
(These are updates from various
committees following their last meetings.)

COUNCIL
Council continues to monitor COVID protocols for the church on a monthly basis and continues to make
adjustments as circumstances warrant. The Council recently voted to suspend in-person worship services
through the end of January given the spike in cases of the Omicron variant. It will assess soon whether to
extend the time past January. Council continues to work on the annual budget. Given the challenges the
church is facing concerning the budget, the Budget Committee recommended an extension of the
membership vote on a budget for 2022. Council agreed to present that proposal to the members at the
budget meeting scheduled for January 30 following worship. As part of that meeting, the members will be
provided information as to where the proposed budget currently stands.
CARE & CONNECTIONS
The Care and Connections Team continues our effort to let church members know of the love, appreciation,
and care that our pastors and members of the First Congregational Church have for them.
 We reviewed with very positive feelings the “Caring Hearts” program in which large wooden hearts
were offered to members for their lawns or apartments.
 “Caring Cards” will be sent out to many members for Valentine’s Day.
 “Cookies for College” will go to first year students when they return to college after the Christmas
break.
 Cookies were purchased from the Fellowship Club cookie sale and delivered to a number of church
members at Christmas.
 We are starting to send “Remembrance Cards”, primarily on the anniversaries of the death of a
spouse or other loved one.
 In view of continuing scams addressed to church members, we are investigating the possibility of a
program to address the entire issue of scams impacting us from all sources.
MISSION & OUTREACH
Upcoming Events:
March 27, 2022 One Great Hour of Sharing
May 8, 2022 Blanket Sunday
Look for the Mission Mall later this spring. The Mission Mall is an opportunity to honor friends and loved
ones by donating to a local charity.

See page 5 for more Committee News
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More Committee News
SAFETY
The Safety Committee reconvened and delegated tasks for completion. Two members will create a blueprint
for annual training and connect with local resources to assist. These trainings include AED, CPR, Fire Safety,
and overall evacuation. One member will review the Emergency Operations plan with our pastors for
further updates.
SOCIAL WITNESS MINISTRIES
Under the auspices of the Mission and Outreach Team, SWM is a group dedicated to enabling church
members and friends to learn about and take action on social justice issues. The many and varied justice
issues addressed by SWM fall into four general categories and are represented by members of the SWM
Planning Group:
DIVERSITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS -- position available; CLIMATE JUSTICE -- Jess Proctor, representative;
PEACE AND RECONCILIATION -- position available; HEALTH AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE -- position available; In
addition, the topic of RACIAL EQUITY -- Marvin Ellison, representative -- involves all of the above
categories, and is one of our top priorities this year.
In January, the Social Witness Ministries celebrated Martin Luther King, Jr. by encouraging the
congregation to register to hear a public reading of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s sermon “Remaining
Awake Through a Great Revolution." On January 23rd, Rev. Marvin Ellison preached and invited us to reflect
prayerfully on Reproductive Justice through a lens of faith and values. Following the sermon was a talk-back
session which included open dialogue with action steps. If you are interested in planning Social Justice takeaction events, please reach out to Jess Proctor, jessdeeproctor@gmail.com. Our next planning meeting is
Monday, February 7, at 7 p.m.
SPIRITUAL LIFE AND WORSHIP
The SL&W Team has been working closely with Rev. Estelle and Pastor Steve as we shift gears forward
towards the Lenten season. We also conducted a thorough review of the Advent programs. With a keen
eye towards the continuing safety of our church, we have been examining the most current COVID-19
protocols and how this affects our worship services. Based on the increased virus load in the area we
recommended that in-person services be placed on hold for the foreseeable future and that services be livestreamed only.

BIBLE JEOPARDY ANSWER
The answer this month is worth 10 points.
What is the Jordan River?
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MEMORIALS, DEDICATIONS &
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR
STEEPLE LIGHTING:
February 6 - February 12: In loving memory of Virginia May Skillin on her birthday from her daughter,
Stephanie Skillin Ambra and family.
February 13 - February 19: In loving memory of Marietta French and her dear friend, Helen DiPietro, from all
who always loved them.
February 20 - February 26: In loving memory of Philip R. Durrell, II from the Rideout/Durrell family.
MISSION GLOBE:
February 27: In loving memory of Gale Umstead Bupp by Joe and Jennifer Meko.
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2022 SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
AT
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
ATTENTION: All graduating seniors and students currently enrolled or any church member pursuing
post-secondary education.
Your church supports your continuing education and awards several scholarships each year. You are
encouraged to apply for one of those listed below.
The General Scholarship Fund is available to any church member who is either a high school senior enrolled
in, or intending to study at the college, university, or graduate level, or any church member pursuing
post-secondary education. Applicants need to have been accepted or are attending a college or university in
order for the funds to be awarded. Award considerations include church involvement during and after high
school.
The Loretta Thompson Pond Scholarship was established in 1995 and is for graduating high school seniors
who are members of this church. Criteria for the Pond Scholarship include service to the church and/or the
community, good academic achievement and participation in extra curricular activities, strong family
support for post high school education, and financial need.
Applicants for the Loretta Thompson Pond Scholarship need to complete the General Scholarship Fund
Application as well; two letters of reference and one essay are also required.
Scholarship Applications will be available by Monday, January 31, on our website (www.fccucc.org) under
the GROW heading, or by calling the church office at 799-3361. Completed applications need to be returned
to the church office by Friday, March 25. If you have questions after reading the applications, direct them to
scholarship@fccucc.org or the church office. Scholarship Sunday is scheduled for Sunday, May 29, 2022.
Comments from recent scholarship recipients:
“I am beyond grateful for the love and support from all of you and my church family as I further my
education.”
“Thank you very much for the scholarship…Growing up in this church I have learned what it means to be a
part of something bigger than myself.“
“I am so blessed to be surrounded by such a supportive and generous community.”
“Thank you to the individuals who have changed my world for the better.”
Scholarship Committee:
Barbara Powers, Judy Kimball, Walter Kimball, Jess Proctor, Nancy Hawes, and Steve Savage
If you are looking for ways to become involved, please contact Pastor Steve (steve@fccucc.org)
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Join us in celebrating "Random Acts of Kindness Week" February 13-19. Even a little bit of kindness goes a
long way. A smile, a compliment, a coffee for the car behind you in the drive through are all small ways to
share the kindness. Let's share Christian love all week. Please see the Weekly Word for a link to some
printable cards to pass along with your acts of kindness.
The front explains that the church inspired this act and the back invites people to pass the kindness
along--and to share their stories on social media.

