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Deadline for the March BEACON is Tuesday, February 18. Please send entries to beacon@fccucc.org

Looking Ahead in Worship

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
enough food, water, shelter,
or safety; for veterans and
those in active service; for
peace and peacemakers; for
areas in strife around the
world.

Prayers for:
Deb Brucker
Peter Cotter
Ashley Della Pelle
Karen Ellis
Jane Fields
Mike Kasputes
Natalie Marro
Barbara Merrill
Mick Polineo
Maya Rak
Kim Strout
Alton Thompson
Linda Warner
Christopher Comstock
and his family
Our nation and our
leaders that we will be
led in peace
All those who grieve

Phone: 207.799.3361; Fax: 207.799.4095

February 2
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship with Communion
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Communion, Meetinghouse
Choir and Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the
message. Fellowship time follows.
February 9
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.
February 16
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.
February 23
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.
February 26
Ash Wednesday
12:00 p.m. Chapel Worship. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
6:00 p.m. Earth-Focused Service with Arise Portland. See more
about our Ash Wednesday services on page 3.

E-mail: office@fccucc.org

Web site: www.fccucc.org

Fellowship Club
Please join the Fellowship Club for a delightful
evening with ...

Tom Dyhrberg
Singer -- Guitarist -- Entertainer
Wednesday, February 5 at 6:15 p.m.
Not on our regular call list? Please contact either
Rich Mead (807-4663) or Scott Berry (767-0236) for
dinner reservations. The cost is $15.00 and the
deadline for making or canceling reservations is
Monday, February 3. Please arrive by 6:15 p.m. for
the meeting and dinner or 7:15 p.m. for just the
entertainment.
It is not necessary to be a church member to enjoy
our dinner, programs and entertainment. All
meetings and programs are free and open to
anyone who wishes to attend. We do charge for the
dinners, which are provided by CVC Catering Group.

PER CAPITA CONTRIBUTIONS
Have you made your 2020 donation towards your
Per Capita dues? This is the $18.00 annual fee that
the church pays on your behalf to the Cumberland
Association and the Maine Conference. The fee
actually increased over the last several years for
inflation, but we kept the request constant. This
year we are letting you know the full amount.

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday,
9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
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Don Roy Trio
Sunday, February 9, at 4 p.m.
This band features Don Roy, Cindy Roy and
Jay Young on fiddle, piano and bass respectively.
Delivering polished, tight, pulsating sets, this trio
exemplifies the driving beat of traditional music.
Don Roy is firmly rooted in the Franco-American
musical tradition. They have played at
Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center and appeared with
Garrison Keillor. Cindy and Don received a National
Heritage Fellowship in 2018 -- the nation’s highest
honor in the folk and traditional arts -- recognizing
their artistic excellence and supporting their
continuing contributions to our nation’s traditional
arts heritage. The trio will be joined by three
talented siblings: Rossby (14), Elsie (12) and Oliver
(10) Arnott who were special guests at the
2017-2019 Fiddle-icious concerts.
Tickets are on sale at Nonesuch Books, the church
office and online at:
http://donroyfeb9.brownpapertickets.com.
The
cost is $12 in advance and $15 at the door. Tickets
for children 16 and under are half price.
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ASH WEDNESDAY
SERVICES
This year on Ash Wednesday we
will offer two different worship
experiences. A traditional Ash
Wednesday service will be offered at noon,
including prayers, hymns, communion, and the
imposition of ashes. For our evening service we are
joining with Arise Portland, an emergent interspiritual community, to offer an earth-centered service. We will meet in Guptill Hall and will walk the
labyrinth, surrounded by images of creation—our
beautiful, endangered world—so that as we contemplate the ashes of Lent, we also will consider
the fires of destruction at work on our planet. This
service is self-guided so you may come any time
between 6 and 8 p.m. The evening service is not
appropriate for young children but childcare will be
available. Please join us on February 26 for one (or
both) of these services.

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES
On Wednesday, January 29, S.A.M. members will
leave the church at 11 a.m. to see “Beautiful Day in
the
Neighborhood”
at
the
Westbrook
Cinemagic. Please RSVP by Monday, January 27.
S.A.M. members will meet at First Light
Restaurant (used to be Egg & I) in Scarborough at
9 a.m. on Wednesday, February 5, for breakfast.
S.A.M. meetings will be held on the following dates
and times:
Thursday, February 20 @ 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, March 12 @ 1:00 p.m.
These meetings take place in the 2nd-3rd grade
classroom on the top floor. Please come and share
your ideas and suggestions for possible events and
activities. We’d love to see you there.

Sunday, January 5, marked the end of our tenth Family Promise Host Week and, by all accounts, it was a
smashing success!
As always, the Host Week’s success was due in large measure to the awesome volunteers who shared their
time and talents so generously. In spite of it being a school vacation and holiday week, over 50 individuals
were involved in every phase of the program. Thank you!
Volunteers did not overlook the fact that it was a holiday week. Anna Whitaker and Jan Bosse brought in
party hats and noise makers on December 31 and invited everyone to join in a joy-filled parade. The next
day, three of our guests spent the day at church cooking an African meal to celebrate the New Year. Many
thanks to Peggy Murray, Kathy Cotter and Betsy Westcott-Keiter who spent most of the day assisting the
cooks. It was a fantastic feast that the guests were very pleased and excited to be a part of.
Finally, thanks to Scott Berry for providing his truck on the final morning to transport the bed frames that
were shipped to the Woodfords Church. We would still like to have another person and truck available to
assist in this way. If interested, please speak to Betsy Westcott-Keiter.
People are always pleased to hear when families are eventually housed. On Friday, January 10, the guest
family of 5 is scheduled to move into their new apartment in Portland. Thank you for helping to make this
transition possible!
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WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS

The following people became members of First Congregational Church on November 27, 2019. Please join
all of us at FCC UCC in welcoming:
Mary Ashby -- I am a trained librarian who enjoys reading, music, art and quilting.
I belong to many singing groups and have exhibited my artwork many places. I enjoy
gardening and have participated for over 30 years in Cornell’s Project Feederwatch. I
enjoy traveling and spending time with friends and family. My daughter, Karen
Stoughton, lives in Cape Elizabeth with her husband and three children.
My son, Scott Ashby lives in Itatiba, Brazil with his wife and three children.
Shirley Harkess -- I was born and raised in the Washington DC area and baptized at
Calvary Baptist Church. After William and Mary and Cornell, I taught sociology for 33
years at the University of Kansas. In Lawrence I married, had a daughter, became a
Methodist, and divorced. In the early 1970’s I spent 18 months doing research in Cali
and Borgota, Colombia. In 2005 I retired to Raleigh, NC. This past March, I moved to
South Portland to be near my surgeon daughter, her husband and their twin boys born
September 10, 2019.
Karen Stoughton -- I am pleased to become a part of this wonderful community. I grew
up in Connecticut, went to college in Ohio, lived in Georgia, and attended graduate
school in Maine. My husband and I settled in Cape Elizabeth 20+ years ago and have
raised our three children here. I have a deep love for Maine, which started after
working at a summer camp in Ocean Park while in high school. I work in healthcare as a
nurse practitioner. I love to be with friends and family. Some favorite activities are
hiking, walking the beach, gardening, swimming, jogging and playing with our dogs.

Deborah Tomblyn -- I grew up in Virginia, received a double major in Anthropology and
Social Work, then received my Master of Divinity from Wesley Theological Seminary in
Washington D.C. I was ordained in the United Methodist Church for a short while. I was
thrilled to discover the UCC and very happy to belong to this church family. I moved to
Maine at the end of May 2019 with my kitty, Katie.
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SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
AT
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
ATTENTION:

All graduating seniors and students currently enrolled or any church

member pursuing post-secondary education.
Your church supports your continuing education and awards several scholarships each year. You
are encouraged to apply for one of those listed below.

The General Scholarship Fund is available to any church member who is either a high school senior enrolled in, or intending to study at the college, university, or graduate level, or any church
member pursuing post-secondary education. Applicants need to have been accepted or are
attending a college or university in order for the funds to be awarded. Award considerations include church involvement during and after high school.
The Loretta Thompson Pond Scholarship was established in 1995 and is for graduating high
school seniors who are members of this church. Criteria for the Pond Scholarship include service
to the church and the community, involvement in church activities, academic achievement, and
financial need.
Applicants for the Loretta Thompson Pond Scholarship need to complete the General Scholarship
Fund Application as well; two letters of reference and one essay are also required.
Scholarship Applications will be available by February 1 from our website (www.fccucc.org) under
the GROW heading, or by calling the church office at 799-3361. Completed applications need to
be returned to the church office by March 15. If you have questions after reading the applications,
direct them to scholarship@fccucc.org or the church office. Scholarship Sunday is scheduled for
Sunday, May 3, 2020.
Comments from recent scholarship recipients:
“I am beyond grateful for the love and support from all of you and my church family as I
further my education.”
“Thank you very much for the scholarship…Growing up in this church I have learned
what it means to be a part of something bigger than myself.“
“I am so blessed to be surrounded by such a supportive and generous community.”
“Thank you to the individuals who have changed my world for the better.”
Scholarship Committee:
Jeri Sides, Sally Sutton and Barbara Powers
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SAFETY AND SECURITY TASK FORCE
In response to the growing concern of safety in local communities of Faith, the
Safety & Security Task Force (SSTF) of FCC UCC was created in the spring of
2019. The group, comprised of David Allen, Diane Armstrong, Cindy Maddox,
David Moyer, Jess Proctor, and Carol Zechman, met over the summer to
review suggestions to improve the overall safety and security of the building
and its users - members of our congregation and outside organizations. The group approached the daunting,
yet critical, task thoughtfully and is pleased the plan was approved by the Council in November.
Throughout 2020 a small team will oversee the implementation of the approved plan and changes the
congregation will see include:










A thorough, Emergency Operations plan which includes scheduled annual trainings on Fire
evacuation, AED/CPR in addition to evacuation plans for all types of emergencies
Safety film on windows located next to entrances - this film prevents shattering glass when
broken
Interior and exterior security cameras which are monitored and recorded
Ability to lock/secure interior classroom doors in the event of an intruder
Walkie-Talkie system to communicate during Sunday Worship and other events
Additional interior/exterior motion sensors
Audio smoke/carbon monoxide detectors
Fully stocked First aid kits in several locations. One first aid kit will include a children’s
EpiPen and a dose of Narcan
Material Safety Data Sheets for all chemicals used on the premise

The SSTF took all suggestions into consideration and is proud of the end result. While heavily discussed,
there will be no change to the current approach of locking our doors. The building is frequently used by
outside organizations, day and night, which would make using key cards or other electronic methods difficult
to manage. Our church will continue to embrace, “No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.” The proposed plan will provide ample training and enhancements will significantly
improve the safety and security of the building and users in the event of an emergency.
Should
you
have
any
questions,
207-671-1366 or jessdeeproctor@gmail.com.

please

reach

out

to

Jess

Proctor.

MEMORIALS / DEDICATIONS
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR
February 2 -- In celebration for the happy moments, guidance for difficult times and loving memories of
those who have touched our lives in the past.
February 16 -- In loving memory of Lefty Files from his wife, Janice Files.
STEEPLE LIGHTING -- January 19 - January 25 -- In loving memory of Virginia May Skillin from her daughter,
Stephanie Skillin Ambra, and family.
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