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T H E  B E A C O N  

Deadline for the May BEACON is Monday, April 18. Please send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ  

Phone:  207.799.3361 E-mail:  office@fccucc.org Web site:  www.fccucc.org 

COMING UP IN WORSHIP 
 

April 3 From curiosity to courage to confidence! Everything was a new 
thing at one point in your life! Assured in the knowledge that 
you've successfully navigated change in the past, prepare for 
transformation! Communion will be served. Rev. Estelle  
Margarones preaching. Meetinghouse choir sings.  

 

April 10  Palm Sunday Jesus gets top billing, but who in the Palm Sunday  
Parade story wins best supporting actor? Palms will be blessed and 
distributed to in-person worshippers and may be picked up in 
front of the church from 11:00 AM-12 Noon for those who  
prefer to watch online. Rev. Estelle Margarones preaching. 
Meetinghouse choir sings and bell choir rings. 

 

April 14 Maundy Thursday 7:00 PM Experience the drama of Christ's last 
days in this meaningful service.  

 

April 15 Good Friday 7:00 PM Traditional service of stories and songs. 
Meetinghouse choir sings. 

 

April 17 Easter Sunrise 5:45 AM at Fort Williams State Park. Communion 
will be served. 

 

April 17 Easter Sunday 10:00 AM A joyous celebration of renewal and new 
beginnings! Rev. Estelle Margarones preaching. Meetinghouse 
choir sings, bell choir rings, and virtual youth band plays. 

 

April 24 Commissioning of the Search Committee. Associate Conference 
Minister Alexis Fuller-Wright joins us for worship. Following wor-
ship, Rev. Alexis will lead a meeting to discuss Our Church's Wider 
Mission. Pastor Steve Savage preaching. 

 

Please join us Sundays at 10:00 in-person or for our livestreams on Facebook and 
YouTube. We'll offer in-person Sunday School during April and May. On Easter, 
youth will remain in the sanctuary for the entire service.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

For those who live without  
enough food, water, 
shelter, or safety; for 
veterans and those in active 
service; for peace and 
peacemakers; for areas in 
strife around the world; for 
those who are ill; and for 
those who grieve.  
 
Over the last month we 
prayed for: 

The People of Ukraine, 
Afghanistan, Syria, Somalia, 

Yemen and Japan 

Sue Farris and Ann Dorian 
on the loss of Sue’s mother 

Family and Friends of  
Rev. Bill Baran 

All those who grieve 

OFFICE HOURS  
 

Monday thru Friday 
 

9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

mailto:office@fccucc.org
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A weeklong celebration will kick off on Earth Day,  
Friday, April 22 and wrap up Sunday, May 1. Planned 
events include a community clean up, tours of  
Ecomaine, movie night, and a call to action session. 
Look for more details in the Weekly Word and  
Bulletins. If you’re interested in planning virtual or  
in-person events to celebrate Earth Week, our next 
planning meeting is Monday, April 4 at 7 PM. Also, 
check out Fellowship Club’s event on April 6.  Guest 
speaker Dave Reidmiller, PhD is a Director for the  
Climate Center at the Gulf of Maine Research  
Institute. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/97187022093 
 

Meeting ID: 971 8702 2093 
Passcode: earth 

PER CAPITA CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

Have you made your 2022 donation towards your 
Per Capita dues. This is the $20.00 annual fee that 
the church pays on your behalf to the Cumberland 
Association and the Maine Conference. As it does 
each year, the fee increased to the church, and we 
are asking for your help to offset that cost. Please 
bring or mail your check to 301 Cottage Road, 
South Portland, Maine 04106. 

 
 
 
 
 

Update 
 
You will probably remember when we hosted  
families who would stay in the upstairs Community 
space four weeks of each year. That program was 
discontinued due to the pandemic. Family Promise 
has shifted its focus to housing sustainability,  
supporting families who are unhoused in finding 
and settling into apartments.  
 

The Mission and Outreach Team is pleased to  
announce that we are sponsoring a family of five 
originally from the Congo living in their South  
Portland apartment. Mother Alfonsina, father  
Alfredo, and three daughters: Justina, age 16, 
Alegria, age 7, and Shekina, age one year. Their 
primary languages are Lingala, Portuguese, and 
French. Alfonsina and Alfredo are both learning 
English. We are taking the family food shopping 
several times a month and the one year old now 
has a stroller to go for walks outside as the weather 
warms up.  
 

More information to come on how we can all help 
out. There are several birthdays approaching in 
May, and it would be nice to make them  
special. Thanks especially to Holly Culver for her 
hospitality with the family.  

 
 
 
 

UPDATE 
 
The Search Committee recently met with Associate 
Conference Minister, Rev. Alexis Fuller-Wright for 
an overview of the search process. The Search/
Transition Committee has begun meeting regularly. 
This spring, they'll begin offering opportunities for 
folks to gather to answer the questions, "Who Are 
We", "Who is Our Neighbor", and in light of the  
answers to the first two questions, "Who and What 
is God Calling Us to Become"?  

BIBLE JEOPARDY 
 

The holiday marking the Last Supper and Jesus’  
arrest is commonly know as this day. Name the 
day.  
 

See page 5 for the answer. 

https://zoom.us/j/97187022093
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WHO DUNNIT? 
 

The following are jobs that some FCCUCC staff members  
held in the past. Your job is to decide who did what job. Was it:  

Rev. Estelle Margarones, Pastor Steve Savage, Nancy Irving, Kathy Sahrbeck,  
Tom Conlin, Terry Foster, Ally Hawkins, or Gin Gedney?  

Please see page 7 for the answers. 
 
1. I pressed decals on tee shirts.   
2. One summer I had an internship and stayed in a YWCA.  The bed was small and was up against the wall.  I ended 

up with damage to one elbow from banging it against the wall while I slept.  At times, this woke me up. 
3. I delivered false teeth to dentists’ offices, often on a bicycle. 
4. In my job I was almost run over by a fighter jet. 
5. I measured tobacco acreage allotments for the federal government.  One farmer told me that I was fair in my 

judgments, but then told me that the person the year before was shot at by one farmer because he was so ex-
tremely strict about every little rule. 

6. I had a job in a paper factory where I folded paper table covers. 
7. At the age of 7, my brother and I set up a board on two saw horses and sold candy and gum in front of our par-

ents’ laundromat.  We ordered wholesale from a distribution place and sold enough over the course of the sum-
mer to buy two Rupp mini bikes and buy our own school clothes. 

8. I worked in a sub-zero environment. 
9. I worked at a restaurant at the takeout window at the age of 7. I was so young and short that I had to stand on a 

box so I could reach the window.   
10. I worked in a shoe factory where I cut leather for women’s shoes and ended up with numbness in my hands from 

the scissors.  It took several months for the nerve to regenerate.  However, I was able to buy cheap shoes and 
probably did so every week---the beginning of my shoe fetish.   

HOME TOUCH and UPPER ROOM 
 

New Home Touch puzzles are available in the  
narthex every week, and the bi-monthly Upper 
Room devotionals are also available in small and 
large print. Keep your brain in shape and stop by to 
pick up copies. 

Welcome Back! 

A congregant recently shared this with us: "A friend and I attended church service for the first time in two 
years this morning. It was lovely and so good to get back.  We were all masked and it was all so worth 
it!” We recognize that everyone has a different comfort level in navigating life in a time of Covid. If and 
when the time is right for you to come back in person, we look forward to greeting you warmly! If you 
haven't been in the building in a while, you're welcome to drop by during office hours (M-F 9-3) for some 
private time in the sanctuary. 

COVID POLICY UPDATES 
 
The Covid Guidance Committee will share any  
updates to our church protocols via church  
announcements, the Weekly Word email blast, and 
via the next available Beacon newsletter. Stay 
tuned!  



 

 

PRAYERS AND PROVISIONS 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Before the pandemic, the Care and Connections 
team had a program to help people with meals  
during times of stress, as long-term illness/ surgery 
or birth of a baby.  The program was called prayers 
and provisions, was short term and included both 
fresh and frozen meals.  The frozen meals were 
made by the Chop and chat care group.  For the last 
two years Chop and chat has not met to prepare 
meals but they have met virtually just to “chat”. 
The group would like to begin “chopping” again but 
needs a reason to make frozen meals.  Please call 
the church office at 799-3361if you find yourself or 
your family in need of meals.  In addition, if you are 
able to prepare a casserole for the prayers and  
provisions program please also let us know that. 
Thank you! 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL! 
  
FCCUCC will be offering IN PERSON Sunday School from April 10th to May 29th and you can help. We need 
teachers! Sign up to teach as little as one week, or as many as you would like! Materials and lesson plans will 
be provided! 
  
We are looking for 2 teachers per week, and both adults and teens 14 years old and older are encouraged to 
volunteer. One teacher each week must be an adult. 
   
Click the link below to sign up! 
  
-Sunday School Teacher Signup- 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4FACAE2DABFCC43-sunday 

Climate Risks & Response Options 
in the Gulf of Maine 

 
Join the Fellowship Club on Wednesday, April 6, at  
6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary to learn more about what is  
happening in the Gulf of Maine.  Our guest speaker is 
Dr. Dave Reidmiller who is the Director of the Climate 
Center at the Gulf of Maine Research Institute 
(GMRI). Dave leads a team focused on delivering  
climate services to coastal and marine  
stakeholders. Soon after moving to Maine, Dave was 
appointed as a climate advisor to the Biden-Harris  
Presidential Transition Team.   
 
Prior to joining GMRI, Dave served in a number of  
climate science policy positions in the federal  
government, including as Director of the Northeast & 
Southeast Climate Adaptation Science Centers at the 
U.S. Geological Survey, Director of the Fourth National  
Climate Assessment with the White House Office of  
Science & Technology Policy, and as Chief Climate  
Scientist at the State Department where he led U.S.  
negotiations on science and technology for the Paris 
Agreement. Dave also served as a Fellow in the U.S.  
Senate working on energy and natural resource issues, 
as well as a Mirzayan Fellow at the National Academies 
of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine.  
 
He received his Ph.D. in atmospheric sciences from the 
University of Washington, his BA in chemistry from  
Colgate University, and is a native of Rochester, NY. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4FACAE2DABFCC43-sunday
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MUSIC CORNER 
 

Co-Directors of Music 
Ally Hawkins, (ally@fccucc.org) 
Terry Foster (terry@fccucc.org) 

 
As we look forward to the Easter season we have much to anticipate. Our Choir is rehearsing wonderful  
anthems for the Sundays coming up and beautiful music for Good Friday, Palm Sunday and Easter. Special 
music in April will also include flutist, Jennifer Meko, on Sunday, April 3, and Bell Choir music on the April 10 
and April 17. We are currently asking our young people to record music for the Easter 10 a.m. service.   
Music for that service will be glorious!   
 
On May 1, clarinetist, Barry Daniels, will play during the service. On that afternoon we will begin an 8-week 
course designed especially for our members and friends. The course will explore the history of gospel music.  
Check out the details in the article entitled “Gospel Music History Course on Zoom,” below. 

GOSPEL  MUSIC  HISTORY  COURSE  ON  ZOOM  AT  FCCUCC 
 
This 8-week free offering on Zoom to church members and friends will explore gospel hymns and songs from 
the Christian tradition, both from white and black gospel perspectives.  You’ll learn the history of well known 
pieces as well as ones you’ve never heard, and experience the music by hearing it on piano and via lots of 
videos.  You can even sing along at home.  Song sheets for each session will be provided by email which you 
can refer to and/or print.  Class members will be encouraged to ask questions and to have discussion.  If you 
miss a session, teaching notes and video links will be sent via email so you can stay up to date with others.  
At least 6 enrollments are necessary for this course to take place. 
 
Everyone who loves gospel music and history is welcome.  You must register for this class through the 
church office by Tuesday, April 26. Please call 799-3361 or email at office@fccucc.org.  
 
Class dates and time:  Sundays, May 1 – June 19th, 2-3pm on Zoom. 
 
Instructor:  Terry Foster, M.Div., Ed.D.  Terry has been a teacher as well as a musician almost all of his life.  
He has taught at Indiana University as well as USM and Bangor Theological Seminary. 
 
Optional text:  The Sound of Light, by Don Cusic.  Bowling Green State University Popular Press, 1990.    
 
NOTE:  You can purchase this book online as inexpensive as $5.79 used, or $19.95 new.  YOU DON’T HAVE 
TO HAVE THE BOOK TO ENROLL!!  For more  
Information, email Terry@FCCUCC.org. 



 

 V O L U M E  1 3 ,  I S S U E  4  Page 6 

Dear friends: 
 
In New England, spring is a very hopeful time of 
year. We experience the renewal of life all around 
us in flowers and buds; peepers and birdsong; the 
scent of melting snow and warming earth. We can 
clearly see external transformation. Internal  
transformation can be more difficult to recognize. 
 

Easter reminds new beginnings are always possible 
with God! Every day, someone in this community is 
overcoming a challenge, triumphing over a  
difficulty, working on a relationship, or getting 
healthier by the grace of God. Transformation  
happens slowly, deliberately, intentionally, and 
prayerfully...step by step. Even when it seems as 
though you’re stuck or that nothing is happening, 
God is there! Something wonderful is happening 
just beyond your sight. 
 

It’s been beautiful to see the ‘footprints’ that 
you’ve created. To know that people are walking 
toward a future of hope, peace, and love is truly 
inspiring! May your thoughts rise as prayers to God 
so that our world may be transformed by hope. 
May this Lenten journey lead us all from a season 
of sorrow to a season of joy! 
  
Blessings, 
 
Rev. Estelle 

Hello First Congregational Church: 
 
There are lots of things happening with Christian 
Education these days which is keeping me very 
busy! From Sunday School following worship each 
week to Last Week’s Lectionary (our weekly  
Tuesday afternoon Bible study), there are  
opportunities for folks young and not-so-young 
folks to get together and ask questions, make  
connections, and grow and learn as Christians. And 
if that weren’t enough, there are even more  
opportunities coming up in the next few months! 
Keep checking in with the Weekly Word and the 
Beacon for upcoming opportunities for you to get 
involved. 

 
We could really use volunteers for the in-person 
Sunday School sessions we have coming up. Please 
consider using the signup link listed below to help 
out! For your convenience this link is also in the 
Weekly Word or you can call the church office, and 
we will email the link to you. 

 
-Sunday School Teacher Signup- 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0E4FACAE2DABFCC43-sunday  
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Steve 

VIRTUAL EASTER VIGIL 
 

We will be having a virtual Easter vigil again this year, setting aside time for quiet prayer and reflection in the 
hours leading up to Easter morning. We invite you to sign up for a one-hour time slot any time between  
8:00 p.m. on Good Friday (April 15) and 6:00 a.m. on Easter Sunday (April 17) by going to signup.com. You 
are welcome to sign up for more than one time slot throughout the weekend if you are able so that we can 
hopefully fill all slots. It is also ok if more than one person signs up for the same time slot. Stay tuned for the 
Weekly Word for more information or you can call the office at 799-3361. Thank you for helping us continue 
this meaningful Easter tradition! 

https://fccucc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e9552cdf22e16d3b20d782b47&id=276f6e872b&e=835b856dce
https://fccucc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e9552cdf22e16d3b20d782b47&id=276f6e872b&e=835b856dce
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Prayer Shawl Ministry members are meeting on 
Tuesday Evenings from 6:30 P.M. to 8:00 p.m. in 
Davidson Lounge. The group is masking to keep 
everyone safe! 
 
Our ministry began in 2004 and continues with 
plenty of spirit as we gather  weekly. 
 
We welcome new knitters and crochet-ers  to our 
fun team. We have a selection of yarns or you may 
bring your own.  
 
Our goal is to knit love, healing, patience, etc.  
into each shawl for those who need  
comforting.  So if you need comfort -- or you know 
of someone who could use some warmth and  
comfort -- during a difficult time, these shawls are 
available in the church office.  
 
Darla Harris 
207-536-7024 

 

MEMORIALS, DEDICATIONS & 
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR 

 
STEEPLE LIGHTING: 
 

March 27 - April 4: In loving memory of Bob BaRoss 
from Bev and children. 
 

April 3 - April 9:  In loving memory of Betsey Berry 
from Scott and family. 
 

 
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR: 
 

March 27:  In loving memory of Lou Allen Nichols 
and Laurence S. Allen, Sr. from their daughter, Don-
na Allen. 
 
April 3: In loving memory of my mother, Annabelle 
Hultslander Bishop, from Cindy Doucette 
 
April 10: Lilies, tulips, and daffodils are given by the 
congregation in remembrance, honor and/or  
celebration of loved ones on Easter. 
 

STREAMING STATISTICS 
 

Our worship services continue to have an impact 
far beyond 301 Cottage Road. The information  
below tells us how many devices streamed our  
services. Because couples and families watch  
together, actual numbers of watchers are higher.  
 

 Facebook      YouTube 

3/20 122 58 

3/13 91 42 

3/6 87 59 

2/27 84 87 

2/20 124 77 

If you're ever curious about views, you can see the 
numbers by going to our Facebook or YouTube 
pages. Each video will tell you when it was posted 
and how many views it has had.   

WHO DUNNIT 
ANSWERS 

Continued from Page 3 
 

1. Estelle 2. Kathy 
3. Terry 4. Tom 
5. Terry 6. Kathy 
7. Gin 8. Tom 
9. Gin 10. Kathy 

I Once Was Lost & Now I'm Found 
 

The office has a number of personal items that have 
been left behind after church and meetings. If 
you're missing something, we may have it! Just 
contact the church office at 799-3361 or 
office@fccucc.org. 
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Committee News 
 
SOCIAL WITNESS MINISTRIES (SWM), under the  
auspices of the Mission and Outreach Team, is a group 
dedicated to enabling church members and friends to 
learn about and take action on social justice issues.  
 

Upcoming events: Social Witness Ministries continues to 
pray and show support for Ukraine by hosting additional 
Vigils each Sunday after worship and a handful of  
Thursdays. Please join us after worship until 11:30 a.m. 
and on Thursdays from 5:30-6 p.m. on March 24th,  
April 7th, and April 14th.   
 

The many and varied justice issues addressed by SWM 
fall into four general categories and are represented by 
members of the SWM Planning Group: 
 

DIVERSITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
     Ally Hawkins, representative 

 
CLIMATE JUSTICE 
     Jess Proctor, representative 
 
PEACE AND RECONCILIATION 
     position available 
 
HEALTH AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE 
     Marvin Ellison 
 
In addition, the topic of RACIAL EQUITY 
     Marvin Ellison, representative 
involves all of the above categories, and is one of our 
top priorities this year.   
 

CO-COORDINATORS 
     Joan Carrier and Jess Proctor, temporary 
 

In March, Social Witness Ministries hosted Silent Vigils 
for Ukraine and continues to review the calendar for 
upcoming events, including Earth Day and Pride celebra-
tions.   If you are interested in planning Social Justice 
take-action events, please reach out to Jess Proctor, 
jesseeproctor@gmail.com.  Our next monthly meeting, 
the first Wednesday of the month, is April 6th at 7pm 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/98011186499 

 

Meeting ID: 980 1118 6499 
Passcode: SWM 

 

BIBLE JEOPARDY ANSWER 
 

The answer this month is worth 4 points. 

What is Maundy Thursday? 

SAFETY COMMITTEE continues to plan annual  
training (AED, CPR, Fire Safety, and overall  
evacuation) for the May/June time frame. We hope to 
have video versions of training for those who are unable 
to attend and for ongoing training.   
Additionally, we are partnering with leadership to im-
plement Safe Church initiatives including Contact Forms 
in the event of emergencies and a  
commitment to protect all, including children and vul-
nerable adults.  More info forthcoming.    
 
MISSION AND OUTREACH: MOT’s primary focus has 
been working with Family Promise to secure a family for 
the coming year (see Family Promise Update on page 2), 
but please look for the Mission Mall later this spring. 
The Mission Mall is an opportunity to honor friends and 
loved ones by donating to a local charity. Also, coming 
up is Blanket Sunday on May 8, 2022. 

 

    PILGRIM LODGE 
 
Summer is right around the  
corner! Are you thinking about  
summer camp?  Where better than Pilgrim Lodge!  
Pilgrim lodge is a beautiful UCC camp, located on Lake  
Cobbosseecontee, in West Gardiner Maine, and offers a 
number of different themed weeks for children, youth, 
and adults to come and enjoy the beautiful lakeside. 
 
FCCUCC has camperships available for people of all ages 
to help defray the cost of Pilgrim Lodge or  
other spiritual summer camps. If you are intending to 
attend camp and you would like to receive a $100  
campership, please contact the church office at 
office@fccucc.org or 207-799-3361 or Pastor  
Steve Savage for more information at  
steve@FCCUCC.org by April 15, 2022. More significant 
assistance may be available in special circumstances. 

mailto:jesseeproctor@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/98011186499
mailto:office@fccucc.org
mailto:steve@FCCUCC.org
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