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Looking Ahead in Worship

WORDS ABOUT WORSHIP FROM PASTOR CINDY
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
enough food, water, shelter,
or safety; for veterans and
those in active service; for
peace and peacemakers; for
areas in strife around the
world.

Prayers for:
Deb Brucker
Richard Dow
Karen Ellis
Jane Fields
Darla Harris
Pat Lockwood
Natalie Marro
Mick Polineo
Maya Rak
John Schultzel
Kim Strout
Alton Thompson
Linda Warner
Christopher Comstock
and his family
All those who have the
COVID-19 virus
Medical professionals
Those out of work
All those who grieve

Dear friends,
I feel like a broken record, but I can find no more accurate words than “We
are living in unprecedented times.” So much has changed, is changing, or
will change soon due to the coronavirus COVID-19.
We have been encouraged to stay home. We are not able to worship
together in person. Gatherings have been cancelled, postponed, or moved
online. Our well-used building has few people coming in and out, and I no
longer hear the voices of children as I work in my office. It is strange.
Disorienting. And more than a little scary.
Two Sundays ago I preached on the Jewish people exiled in Babylon in the
6th century BCE. Although we are not in exile, and our situation is far less
severe than these ancestors in the faith, many of us do feel like we’re
strangers in a strange land. We, too, may wonder how we can practice our
faith when so many of the things that seemed to define us are unavailable
or on hold.
Of course, we know that “the church” is not the building. The church has
always been the people. But how are we “the church” when we, the
people, cannot gather to worship?
First, we can gather to worship—just not in person. Each Sunday I will lead
worship at 10:00. We will send it out live online so that you can either
tune in and participate with us in real time, or watch it later. You will be
able to send in your prayer requests via the comments section, which I will
read out loud (first names only, please). If you are able to get online, we
hope you will join us.
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Here is our current plan for staying connected for those who are online. Coming
soon: every morning Monday through Friday at 9:00 someone from our church
will lead us in a brief devotional or meditation via a Zoom video conference.
Every Tuesday morning at 10:00 our children will gather online. Wednesday
evenings at 7pm I will lead a Zoom video conference for a time of prayer and
communion. And every Thursday morning at 10:00 I will have another Zoom
conference, this one just to chat with anyone who feels like connecting. These
links are all on page three.
But what about those people who don’t have computers or who aren’t online?
That has been one of my biggest worries. How do we connect with people who
we cannot visit in person or via the internet? Also, how are we looking out for
those most vulnerable to the effects of this disease? For starters, we have a
group of people who are calling our seniors, especially those who live alone,
once or twice a week to check on them. Many of them do have internet access,
but we still want to check on them regularly. Soon we will begin sending handwritten notes to those who are not online. Don Hamlin, a member of our
church, is serving as the coordinator for this project. If you would like to help,
you can reach him at d.hamlin2@aol.com or 603-502-4425. The church will provide the cards and stamps but
we need a few volunteers to write the notes.
Now, here are a few other pieces of information we would like for you to know.
 The church office is open as long as we are allowed. We are here to help the best we are able.
 The food pantry will also stay open as long as we are allowed, although we may need some
younger help when it comes time to do the next shopping trip.
 We can set up online video conferences to help our small groups stay connected. If your care
group, committee, or other small group wants to meet virtually, let us know and we can help
make that happen.
 If you have an email address and are not receiving our Weekly Word electronic newsletter, please
call or email the office right away to be added. This is the primary way we are communicating.
 Some of you have nothing to do and others of you are busier than ever. We don’t know who falls
into these categories. If you have skills you'd like to put to use in the church during this time,
please let us know.
 If you need anything, please call or email. We cannot say this enough. We often have people
contact us to offer assistance, and we are happy to connect those people with others in need.
Whether it’s medication or toilet paper you need, we are here to help!
 If you have grown children, please tell them the church is important to you, and that you are
important to us. Tell your children that if you get sick, we want to know. Write the church number
(799-3361) and my number (400-4371) on your emergency call list so they know how to reach us.
These are, indeed, unprecedented times. But we are the church. We already know how to do the things the
world needs—how to connect, support, heal, and love. Maybe we have learned these important skills for
such a time as this. We know how to be the church. We will continue to be the church together.
With love and prayers,
Cindy Maddox
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Video Conferences

We will be using the church's Zoom account for most of our video conferences. It is available for committees
and small groups to use as well, but only one meeting at a time. Contact the office if you would like to
schedule a meeting with the church's account. Leaders may also choose to sign up for their own account,
which is free for meetings of up to 40 minutes.
Zoom is pretty easy to use. You can go to www.zoom.com ahead of time and download the software on to
your computer, or you can simply use the link for the meeting you want to attend. Look for a microphone
icon so that you can mute or unmute yourself.
Here are the links for our weekly conference calls:

Zoom links for daily Morning Meditation
For video conference call with your computer go to: https://zoom.us/j/394308620
With your phone use the app and meeting ID 394 308 620
To call in rather than video chat, dial 1-929-205-6099 and use meeting ID 394 308 620
Zoom links for Wednesday Prayer & Praise at 7 p.m.
For video conference call with your computer go to: https://zoom.us/j/425341126
With your phone use the app and meeting ID 425 341 126
To call in rather than video chat, dial 1-929-205-6099 and use meeting ID 425 341 126
Zoom links for Thursday Community Office Hours at 10 a.m.
For video conference call with your computer go to: https://zoom.us/j/258573981
With your phone use the app and meeting ID 258 573 981
To call in rather than video chat, dial 1-929-205-6099 and use meeting ID 258 573 981
On Sunday mornings at 10:00 you will find our livestream worship at https://www.fccucc.org/worship as
well as on our Facebook page, www.facebook/fccucc. Please know that as things change rapidly, we may be
forced to do things differently. It’s possible we may move to a Zoom conference for worship. Please watch
your email and our Facebook page for changes to this plan.
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MEMORIALS / DEDICATIONS
STEEPLE LIGHTING
April 5 - 11 -- In loving memory of Bob BaRoss from the Robert P. BaRoss family.
April 12 - 18 -- In loving memory of Betsey Berry from Scott and family.
Please call the church office to dedicate the Steeple in remembrance or celebration of loved ones.
Dear Church Friends,
During this time of crisis, the need is greater than ever for financial support to the Food Pantry and
Community Crisis Ministry. We rely on your help to assist our neighbors in need. If you are able, please
continue your regular support of these critical outreach programs and consider a special donation.
We may not be together in Church for a while, but expenses continue, including heat, power, insurance,
salaries, etc. If you are able, please continue your support through tithes, pledges and other offerings. All
donations to the church can be made electronically through your bank or mailed directly to the church.
Please be sure to indicate the cause you are supporting.
Thanks to the tireless efforts of our Senior Minister and our entire church staff, worship, prayer and other
social opportunities are continuing through social media. I hope you will join these events and share in the
care, prayer, and spiritual nourishment they provide. As a church family, we can hold each other close even
as we maintain social distance.
Sincerely,
Peggy Murray, Moderator

Thank you to the many, many volunteers who participated in the hosting of two
families at FCCUCC during March. We have such a wonderful and supportive
congregation, and the coordinators are continually amazed by and grateful for your contributions.
At this point Greater Portland Family Promise -- along with their sister affiliates nationwide -- are still
operating albeit in a reduced capacity. Having said that, we are no longer being asked to host the families at
Clark Memorial United Methodist Church on March 28. We are, however, being asked to provide groceries
and the families will cook for themselves. If you are able to provide groceries for 2 families, please drop off
your donation at the church office and indicate that it is for Family Promise. We will continue to update you
as we get information so please keep an eye on your emails.
It is with much sadness and tremendous gratitude, that we officially say goodbye to Linda and Peter Foss
and Debra and Tim Honey as coordinators of Family Promise at FCC. They have worked tirelessly to get this
program off the ground and to make it the huge success that it has become for our church. They will be
missed. Thank you all!
On the other side, we want to welcome Bob and Mary Suessman who have agreed to join the new team of
coordinators. Thank you so much, Bob and Mary. You ae a great addition to the team!
With much grateful to all who contribute to this wonderful program,
Peter Foss, Betsy Westcott-Keiter, Bob and Mary Suessman, and Gin Micucci
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING Offering
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS), a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ, involves
our Church community in disaster, refugee/immigration, and development ministries throughout the world.
When a disaster strikes or people are displaced or made refugees by violence or extreme poverty, we are
part of the immediate response and of the long-term recovery.
Through the OGHS Offering each year, holistic development programs including health care, education, agriculture, food sustainability, micro-financing and women’s empowerment are supported. Because
the UCC has created mutual partnership with churches and organizations through Global Ministries, and
worldwide response & recovery networks, our contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing put us in the right
place at the right time for the relief, accompaniment and recovery of the most vulnerable. Our Church Community’s gifts meet immediate needs and also address the underlying causes that create those needs in the
first place.
The ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING Offering was planned to be collected on Sunday,
March 22. Since we are not having services for a while, your gift can be given on-line through our FCCUCC
website, or by check which should be mailed to FCCUCC, 301 Cottage Rd, South Portland, ME 04106. Please
note “OGHS” in the memo line of your check. Your offering is more than welcome anytime over the next few
weeks.
Thank you for your support of this offering – Mission Outreach Team

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES
It is with deep regret that we are announcing that
all S.A.M. meetings and senior events are
postponed for the foreseeable future.
We
certainly hope that we will once again be able to
gather soon and will keep you informed when we
begin to make plans.
In addition, we are cancelling the annual 90th
birthday party this year, which was to be held on
April 23. We would, however, mention that Betty
Livingston will be 100 years old on May 12. In
addition, we have added 3 people to our 90 year
old list. They are Dick Ingalls, Wayne Mackeil and
Geraldine Holton. If you or anyone you know is
turning 90 in 2020, please let us know so we all can
celebrate with them.
Please stay safe during these difficult times.
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The Food Pantry remains open and due to the
increase in demand, we are in need of the
following items:
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Rice
Peanut Butter
Canned Meats
Canned Corn
Powdered Milk
Shampoo
Small mayonnaise

*
*
*
*
*
*

Instant Potatoes
Jelly
Canned Peas
Canned Chicken Gravy
Mac & Cheese
Toothpaste

If you can help with any of these items, please
drop them off Monday through Friday from 9 a.m.
until 3 p.m. -- As always, we are grateful for your
help and support.
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WHERE’S THE CALENDAR?
We have not included a calendar
for the month of April in this edition
of the Beacon as things are
changing rapidly and many events/activities/
meetings have been canceled or postponed
indefinitely.
At this point the church office is remaining open
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. If
you have any questions or you need assistance,
please feel free to reach out by calling 799-3361 or
emailing office@fccucc.org. We remain here to
help .

WHAT ABOUT EASTER?
PALM SUNDAY: Palms will be available for pickup
outside the church on April 4th and 5th. Worship
will be Sunday at 10:00 online.
GOOD FRIDAY: We will hold a Good Friday
service online at 7pm, using the same technology
we’re using for Sunday services.
EASTER VIGIL: We will hold our Easter Vigil from
Friday evening through Easter morning, praying
from home instead of in church. Contact the
church office or use the link sent in Weekly Word
to sign up for a 2-hour time slot.
EASTER SUNDAY: We will worship together
online at 10:00.

