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Take a Seat

Sunday Worship 
August 31, 2025
 
We are a progressive community of faith seeking to follow 
the teachings of Jesus, pursue justice and live God’s love.
 
 No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.
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A Note for Families / Folks of All Ages: We worship all together this morning. There are clipboards with paper and coloring pages at the back of the sanctuary, for worshippers of any age to use during the service.

PRELUDE                       	O Rest in the Lord	Felix Mendelssohn

WELCOME TO WORSHIP      	Rev. Alison Buttrick Patton and Rev. Stephen Savage

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

One:	Today is God’s Sabbath – So pull up a chair!
All:	Today is for rest and gratitude and praise. 
One:	Other days, we labor.
All:	We fill up our hours with making or fixing, building or planting, serving or 
solving…
One:	Today we bless the labor and the laborers.
All:	All the laborers! Today we give thanks for work and for rest.
 
*OPENING HYMN    	Awake, Awake to Love and Work	#259


PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS*  
Generous Host, you set a table with plenty of seats. When we assume we belong at the head of the table, forgive us, we pray. When we confuse status with service, when we harm or hinder others in our efforts to get noticed or get ahead, banish our anxious grasping. Assure us again that you see us and help us to see others. Instruct us in the art of moving over and making space for all your people. Amen.

PRAYERFUL PAUSE

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

*PASSING OF THE PEACE  
One:     The peace of Christ be with you.
All:        And also with you.

*SUNG RESPONSE                       Halle, Halle, Halle! 	Caribbean Traditional

Halle, halle, halle-lu-lu-jah! [3 times]
Hal-le-lu-jah, hal-le-lu-jah!


____________________________________________
*Please rise, on your feet or in your hearts.


PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 			        Judith Borelli
One:  This is the sacred story of God’s journey with God’s people.
All:	One, open our ears to hear, our hearts to receive and our lives to be expanded 
	by your Word. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING       	Luke 14:1, 7-14	
	             
SERMON          	Take a Seat	Rev. Alison J. Buttrick Patton

MOMENT OF CONTEMPLATIVE SILENCE

ANTHEM	All Things Bright and Beautiful 	Traditional/arr. Gary Norian

PASTORAL PRAYER 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father-Mother in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kin-dom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kin-dom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

SUNG RESPONSE         	Hear Our Prayer, O God          	Whelpton

Hear our prayer, O God. Hear our prayer, O God.
Incline your ear to us and grant us your peace.
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Description automatically generated]OFFERING INVITATION 
Help us to live God’s love and justice. You can make a secure gift by using the QR code, going to fccucc.org/donate, or by adding your contribution to the box at the back of the sanctuary.   Thank you!

CLOSING HYMN	As We Gather at Your Table	#314


ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE                      	Song of Triumph	Roland Diggle


	* * * * * *
	Join us after worship for lemonade on the porch.

WORSHIP NOTES

Thank you to this morning’s ushers: Team I, Richard Parker, captain.
The flowers on the altar are given in memory of Greg Smith by Carolyn Clark.
Livestream: Thank you to Alex Ratta for managing our worship livestream, this week and every week!
WEEKLY @ FCC UCC 

Tuesday Bible Study meets from 12:30 - 1:30 pm in Davidson Lounge: whether you are a member of FCC UCC or you are simply interested in joining in the fun, you are invited to join our weekly bible study group, to enjoy fellowship and to discuss the worship and focal scripture from the past Sunday. Led by Rev. Steve Savage. All are welcome!

Meetinghouse Choir rehearses on Wednesdays, 6:15 – 8 pm.  All singers are welcome.  We meet in the Choir Room on the lower level of the church. Questions? Contact choir director Deirdre McClure at dmcclure@fccucc.org.

Handbells rehearse on Wednesdays, 4:45 pm in Wright Pavilion. Questions? Contact bell choir director Sharon Potter: handbells@fccucc.org.

SEPTEMBER@FCC UCC
Welcome Sunday Picnic, Sunday, September 7, after worship: Join us for a BBQ hosted by the Fellowship Club and the Education, Growth, and Fellowship Committee in the parking lot after our Welcome Sunday Worship. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]We are looking for contributions for hot dogs, hamburgers, and veggie burgers along with sides and other items.  
Scan the QR code at right with the camera on your phone or click the link in the Weekly Word to review the available slots and sign up to contribute. Thank you and we look forward to seeing you on Welcome Sunday!

Music Sunday and Farewell Reception for Terry Foster, Sunday, September 14: Join us for a worship service that celebrates the many ways music expresses and inspires our faith. Then, stay for a special reception, as we thank Terry Foster for his years as our Co-Director of Music and wish him well upon his retirement from this position.
Game Night, Tuesday, September 16, 7 pm in Wright Pavilion: Bring your favorite board game or learn to play one of the games we have on hand. All welcome! Questions: outreach@fccucc.org 

MISSION AND SOCIAL WITNESS

Volunteer for Preble Street Food Hub: On the last Friday of each month, we prepare meals at the Food Hub, 75 Darling Avenue, South Portland, for delivery to Preble Street satellite sites. Please join us! To learn more about how to volunteer, see the Weekly 
Word or contact Danna Wiggins at dannawig2@gmail.com

Clynk Bags are available in the narthex (inside main entrance). Did you know that you can collect your returnable cans and bottles to support our mission and outreach efforts? Fill with returnable bottles and cans and return them to a Clynk collection site at Hannaford or other participating grocery stores. Scan the code on the bags and the refunds will automatically be donated to our FCC mission team. It’s easy!
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Backpacks and Supplies: Thanks to all who have donated supplies for our annual backpack drive. We’ve given away 12 bags so far! It’s not too late to contribute. There are donation boxes in the office and the narthex; please scan the QR code at right with the camera on your phone or click the link in the Weekly Word to review the requested items and select items to contribute. Many thanks for continuing to support our local students!

FAIR TRADE COFFEE, TEA, AND SNACKS
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]What if food could be traded in a way that’s honest and fair?  That’s the premise of the Equal Exchange Food Co-op, supporters of authentic fair trade since 1986. First Congregational Church is a reliable supporter of this program as a community and also through individual orders.  The products are first rate and taste that much better knowing what your money is supporting!  The new price list is out, and we are taking orders. 

Please have orders to Judy Kimball by September 3. Scan the QR code at right or see the Weekly Word for price list and more information about the Equal Exchange Co-Op. Thank You for supporting fair trade! judyk53@me.com

THE WIDER COMMUNITY

Community Sing, TODAY, August 31, and every other Sunday, 3:30 pm (2:45pm for anyone looking to get organized around singing at demonstrations and public events): A bi-weekly gathering to find hope in singing together. Sign up to learn about future events or to opt-in to the Response Team to sing at resistance and change events:  
· To register or ask questions, email Emilia Dahlin at: emilia@emiliadahlin.com

Ideal Maine Band, Tuesdays at 6 pm, Ocean Gateway: Sing along with the Ideal Maine Band during their weekly rehearsals. It's joyous and raucous! Come for the music, the camaraderie, and the community singing.  And if you're up for it, get ready to sing at upcoming protests.  https://www.idealmaineband.org/ 

Maine Council of Churches presents: Democracy in Crisis, an evening with Pulitzer Prize nominee Colin Woodard, First Parish Church, Brunswick, 6:30 pm. Woodward will discuss how we got here and what we can do about it. Proceeds to benefit Maine Council of Churches (of which FCC UCC is a member). Tickets and info at www.mainecouncilofchurches.org 

What If We Get It Right? Visions of Climate Futures – A Book Study with the BTS Center, 5 Tuesdays in October and November, beginning September 30, 4-6 pm: Author Dr. Ayana Elizabeth Johnson, marine biologist and advocate, interviews a host of people in diverse fields who are working toward a future of collective flourishing, focusing on what is possible even in the darkest times. Event includes discussion with the author on November 4. Details and registration at: https://thebtscenter.org/event/what-if-we-get-it-right-book-study-2/

BTS Center Convocation - Flipping the Script: Claiming our Voices, Telling Our Stories, October 16 (10 am) – October 17 (3:30 pm) 2025, Maple Hill Farm Inn and Conference Center, Hallowell, ME + Online Companions. Details and registration at https://thebtscenter.org/convocation-2025/








WHAT’S UP?  

Want to stay in the loop?  Make sure you are on our email list!  To UPDATE or ADD your contact info, go to: fccucc.org and select “Contact Us” then select “Contact Info Update Form.”

Also, look for us on Facebook: facebook.com/fccucc 
on Instagram: instagram.com/fccucc_s.portland 
and on our YouTube channel: youtube.com/@FCCUCCSouthPortland


	





















Doodles, Notes and Reflections…
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