South Portland - Maine

Borders & Belonging

Part 3: On Kindness and Kinship
(or: Where do families come from?)

Sunday Worship
July 13, 2025

We are a progressive community of faith seeking to follow
the teachings of Jesus, pursue justice and live God’s love.

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.
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A Note for Families / Folks of All Ages: We worship all together this morning. There are
clipboards with paper and coloring pages at the back of the sanctuary, for worshippers
of any age to use during the service.

“Ruth becomes a member of the people of God, she becomes kin,
on the basis of her kindnesses rather than her ethnicity."

Borders & Belongings
The Book of Ruth: A Story for Our Time
Padraig O Tuama & Glenn Jordan

PRELUDE Canon Infantil A 3 Voces Oscar Pena
Flute Ensemble

WELCOME TO WORSHIP Rev. Alison J. Buttrick Patton

SUNG SUMMONS Spirit of Life

Spirit of Life, come unto me.

Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion.
Blow in the wind, rise in the sea;

move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice.
Roots hold me close; wings set me free;

Spirit of Life, come to me, come to me.

THRESHOLD MOMENT
SUNG SUMMONS, repeat: Spirit of Life

*CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Beloved of God, welcome to worship. Welcome, whether today you are feeling
loved, lonely, or at loose ends.

All: Thank you for welcoming us, whether this church feels like home, or like a
foreign land.

One: Welcome: there is space for you here, whether you are searching for family or just
passing through.

All: We have heard it said that we all belong to one family of God.

One: Let us worship the God who welcomes us all!

*Please rise, on your feet or in your hearts.



*OPENING HYMN God of Justice, God of Mercy #504

PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS

God to Whom We All Belong: Families can be tricky. Sometimes they drive us mad.
Sometimes we break each other’s hearts. When we judge or reject those who need
our love, forgive us, we pray. When we invoke family ties to limit our circle of care,
including some and turning others away, plant in us a more expansive understanding
of family. Teach us again to behave as if we belong to each other, because we do.

PRAYERFUL PAUSE
WORDS OF ASSURANCE

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

One: The peace of Christ be with you.

All: And also with you.

*SUNG RESPONSE Shine, Jesus, Shine! Graham Kendrick

Shine, Jesus, shine! Fill this land with Creator’s glory.
Blaze, Spirit, blaze. Set our hearts on fire!

Flow, River, flow. Fill the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth your Word, God and let there be light!

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION Carolyn Clark

One: This is the sacred story of God’s journey with God’s people.
All: Holy One, open our ears to hear, our hearts to receive and our lives to be
expanded by your Word. Amen.

SCRIPTURE Ruth 3:1-18

SERMON On Kindness and Kinship (Or: Where do families come from?)
Rev. Alison J. Buttrick Patton
MOMENT OF CONTEMPLATIVE SILENCE

ANTHEM Hymn Medley arr. Gazda & Clark
Flute Ensemble



PASTORAL PRAYER

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father-Mother in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

SUNG RESPONSE Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying Ken Medema

Lord, listen to your children praying.

Lord, send your Spirit in this place.

Lord, listen to your children praying.

Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

TESTIMONY  Flourish Kathy Cotter

OFFERING INVITATION

You can make a secure online gift by using the QR code, going to
fccucc.org/donate, or by adding your contribution to the box at the back
of the sanctuary. Thank you!

MUSICAL INTERLUDE

CLOSING HYMN O For a World #500
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE La Rejouissance from Music for the Royal Fireworks Handel/arr. Magatagan

Flute Ensemble
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Join us for lemonade on the front porch after worship.
WORSHIP NOTES
Thank you to this morning’s ushers: Team |, Richard Parker, captain.

Livestream: Thank you to Alex Ratta for managing our worship livestream, this week and
every week!


http://www.fccucc.org/donate

WEEKLY @ FCC UCC

Tuesday Bible Study will continue, every Tuesday, 12:30 - 1:30 pm in Davidson Lounge:
While Pastor Steve is on his much-deserved sabbatical, a loyal group of FCC UCC
members will continue their Tuesday tradition of worship reflection. All are welcome!

Meetinghouse Choir, Handbells and Handchimes are on summer recess. Rehearsals will
resume on August 27.

SUMMER AT FCC UCC

TODAY: Lunch-n-Games, Sunday, July 13, 11:30 am — 1:30 pm: Our Game Nights have
been a hit, so we’re adding a Game Day! Join us for light lunch and board games in
Wright Pavilion.

Game Night, Tuesday, July 15, 7 pm in Wright Pavilion: Bring your favorite board game
or learn to play one of the games we have on hand. All welcome! Questions:
outreach@fccucc.org

Cheer on Tri for a Cure Tri-athletes! Sunday, July 20, 8:40 — 9:40 am: Tri-athletes will
be cycling past our door on Sunday, to raise money for cancer research. Bring your
noise-makers and join us at the corner of Cottage and Sawyer as we cheer them on!

* Also, plan for possible traffic delays as you arrive for church that morning.

Digesting the federal tax and spending bill (AKA Big Beautiful Bill), Wednesday, July
16, 7-8 pm - on Zoom: Join FCC member John Grew for a basic summary of the budget
reconciliation bill. Review the tax provisions that are partially funded by cuts to federal
safety programs such as Medicaid and Snap. Discuss ways we might respond to cuts in
essential programs as Christians who wish to follow Jesus' example in caring for the
disadvantaged.

* To participate, please RSVP to revalisonpatton@fccucc.org to receive a Zoom link.

Bless Weaving and Make-your-own-blessing-oil Workshop, July 20, 11:15 -12 pm: As
we conclude our summer series, Borders and Belonging, join us for a special fellowship
hour after worship. Add fabric to the Bless Weaving and make your own blessing oil.

Both are made possible through the Bless Project at South Congregational Church, UCC
in Kennebunkport. As part of their summer-long project, they have invited other
congregations to join them in exploring the power and meaning we find in blessing each
other. See the back page of this bulletin to learn more and request a daily blessing.
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Open Air Worship and Lawn Games, Sunday, July 27, 10 am at Bug Light: We're taking
our worship outside! Join us at Bug Light for our regular Sunday service followed by a
Tailgate social hour and lawn games! Bring your own chair (and an extra to share, if you
have one). We will not be livestreaming, but we will post a recording of worship on
Sunday afternoon.

FCC UCC Goes to the Theater! For those of you who love the theater, we have two
opportunities to take in a show together this summer:

e As You Like It — Shakespeare in the Park, Deering Oaks Park, Thursday, July 17 at
6:30 pm (admission is free); meet in the park anytime after 5:30 pm and bring a
picnic!

e Grease - Hackmatack Playhouse on Thursday, August 14 at 2:00 pm.

Want to join us? Contact Kathy Sahrbeck to let her know you are interested (or if
you have questions) at outreach@fccucc.org. You can also find Kathy after
worship, at Lemonade on the Porch, most Sundays.

Handbell Workshops coming this summer: The FCCUCC handbell director will be
presenting two workshops this summer. Each hour-long workshop will be presented
twice:

Bell Basics
Wednesday, July 23, 11:00 am-12:00 pm
Wednesday, August 13, 6:00 pm-7:00 pm

For those who want to learn how to ring handbells and play in the choir or are just
curious about how the instrument works.

Advanced Ringing Techniques
Wednesday, July 23, 6:00 pm-7:00 pm
Wednesday, August 13, 11:00 am-12:00 pm

For ringers with at least one year of ringing experience who would like to learn
more advanced techniques.

If you are interested or would like more information, please contact Sharon Potter
at handbells@FCCUCC.org.

Pop-up Handchime Choir on Sunday, August 10. Come at 8:30 am to learn a song or
two to play during 10 am worship.
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MISSION CORNER

Volunteer for Preble Street Food Hub: On the last Friday of each month, we prepare
meals at the Food Hub, 75 Darling Avenue, South Portland, for delivery to Preble Street
satellite sites. Please join us! To learn more about how to volunteer, see the Weekly
Word or contact Danna Wiggins at dannawig2@gmail.com

BUILDING UPDATES!

Steeple Repairs: Did you know that there is only one steeple repair person in our
region? After waiting for about two years, we finally have a team on site. Check out the
work they are doing to repair our steeple and give it a face lift!

Small Parking Lot: The small church parking lot adjoining Mitchell Road is about to be
repaved. The town is also scheduled to repave Mitchell Road sometime during the
month of July. Please plan accordingly.

WHAT’S UP? Want to stay in the loop? Make sure you are on our email list! To UPDATE
or ADD your contact info, go to: fccucc.org and select “Contact Us” then select “Contact
Info Update Form.”

Also, look for us on Facebook: facebook.com/fccuce,
on Instagram: instagram.com/fccucc_s.portland
and on our YouTube channel: youtube.com/@FCCUCCSouthPortland
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IN THE WIDER COMMUNITY

A DAILY BLESSING: Need a spirit-lift? Sign up to receive a
daily blessing in your inbox, each morning between now and
September 15. Offered as part of the Bless Project at South
Congregational Church, UCC, in Kennebunkport.

Sign up here:
https://www.southchurchucc.org/blessproject#daily-blessing

Then, watch for the arrival of the Bless Weaving, which FCC
UCC will be hosting July 14-July 20. Add to the weaving
during a special fellowship hour on Sunday, July 20 (see
details in this bulletin under “Summer at FCC UCC”).
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It's Summer! Help FCC UCC to Flourish
By making a Summertime Gift!

In January, our congregation approved an
aspirational budget, because we believe that the
Church is more important than ever!

These past six months, we have been:

& gathering the community ¥ making music
@ declaring God’s extravagant love
@ Pursuing justice @ blessing and
@ cheering each other on!

In short, we are striving to cultivate more
compassion, joy and justice in God’s world.

But we need your help.

Please prayerfully consider making a new or
additional gift today!
We have a summertime goal of $10,000

Go to fccucc.org/donate

OR
Mail your donation to:
First Congregational Church, UCC
301 Cottage Road
South Portland, ME 04106

Thank you!
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