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The Power to Say YES and NO!

Sunday Worship
October 12, 2025
 
 We are a progressive community of faith seeking to follow 
the teachings of Jesus, pursue justice and live God’s love.
 
 No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.
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A Note for Families / Folks of All Ages: There is no church school class offered today, but there are story sheets that connect to todays scripture and theme, as well as clipboards with paper and coloring pages at the back of the sanctuary, for worshippers of any age to use during the service.

PRELUDE            				Adoration 					    Florence Price

WELCOME TO WORSHIP      	     	Rev. Stephen Savage

THRESHOLD MOMENT

CALL TO WORSHIP 
One:	God is calling out, “Hello? Are you there?”

ALL:	We are here God, yearning for your Word!

One:	God is calling out, “Are you there? Are you listening for your call?”

ALL:	We are here God, we are listening for your voice!

One:	God is calling out, calling you by name...

ALL:	Here we are God, use us!
	
*OPENING HYMN         	I the Lord of Sea and Sky	Back Cover

PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS
God who calls to our hearts, when you call our names, you call us to new things, and to new works in your name. You see in us a potential for goodness, and lest it lay unfulfilled, you call on us to put it to work. When we hear our names and turn away, afraid to face the cost of your path, or to give up the ease and immediacy of our own, forgive us. Call on us again, and help us to hear your Word in our hearts, and to live that Word through our lives. Amen

PRAYERFUL PAUSE

WORDS OF ASSURANCE	

*PASSING OF THE PEACE  
One:     The peace of Christ be with you.
All:        And also with you.
____________________________________________
*Please rise, on your feet or in your hearts.

*SUNG RESPONSE                       Peace Like a River	  African American Spiritual ▤    

I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river,

I’ve got peace like a river in my soul. [Repeat]

I’ve got joy like a fountain…

I’ve got love like an ocean…

TIME FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 		 Karen Westerberg

One: This is the sacred story of God’s journey with God’s people.

All: 	Holy One, open our ears to hear, our hearts to receive and our lives to be expanded by your Word. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING	1 Samuel 3:1-21
             
SERMON		Rev. Stephen Savage

MOMENT OF CONTEMPLATIVE SILENCE

ANTHEM	O Star of Truth			  Minot Judson Savage	

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father-Mother in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kin-dom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kin-dom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

SUNG RESPONSE		Bless the Lord, My Soul				          Taize

Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God's holy name.

Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life.
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Description automatically generated]OFFERING INVITATION
Help us to live God’s love and justice. You can make a secure gift by using the QR code, going to fccucc.org/donate, or by adding your contribution to the box at the back of the sanctuary. ▤   Thank you!

MUSICAL INTERLUDE 	



BLESSING THE GIFTS

CLOSING HYMN      	Rise Up O Saints Of God	Back Cover


ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION 	

POSTLUDE        	Kitten on the Keys      	Zez Confrey

	
	


* * * * * *



WORSHIP NOTES

Thank you to this morning’s ushers: Team H, Carrie Skeffington captain.
The flowers today are given in loving memory of Susan Jewett Darneille by Judy Kimball.
Livestream: Thank you to Alex Ratta for managing our worship livestream!
▤ Royalty for Spirituals: Historically, the composers of African American Spirituals were neither known nor compensated for use of their songs. The FCC UCC music department has committed to paying forward a ‘royalty’ each time we include a Spiritual in worship. We are now donating funds to the Indigo Arts Alliance. You are invited to contribute, as well. Donate by check or online, with “Royalty for Spirituals” in the memo. Thank you.
WEEKLY @ FCC UCC 

Tuesday Bible Study meets from 12:30 - 1:30 pm in Davidson Lounge: 
Whether you are an FCC UCC member or just interested in joining in the fun, you are invited to join our weekly bible study group, to enjoy fellowship and to discuss the scripture from the past Sunday. Led by Rev. Steve Savage. All are welcome!

Meetinghouse Choir rehearses on Wednesdays, 6:15 – 8 pm.  All singers are welcome.  We meet in the Choir Room on the lower level of the church. Questions? Contact choir director Deirdre McClure at dmcclure@fccucc.org.

Handbells rehearse on Wednesdays, 4:45 pm in Wright Pavilion. If you are interested in ringing in the choir or would like more information, please contact bell choir director Sharon Potter: handbells@fccucc.org.


OCTOBER @FCC UCC

Defend our Democracy Vigil, Sunday, October 12, 11:30 am – 12 noon: Stand up against anti -constitutional and immoral acts.  Join us outside the front entrance, facing Cottage Road, as we raise our voices and signs in defense of democracy. 

Second Hour with Josh Caldwell, Natural Resources Council of Maine Climate & Clean Energy Program, Sunday, October 19, 11:30 am – 1 pm, Wright Pavilion: Josh will speak on reducing climate change through a cleaner, better transportation system in Maine.  Free lunch provided, no registration necessary.  (No separate coffee hour). Organized by our Environmental Team. 
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Short Story Group Returns! Tuesday, October 21, 7 pm on ZOOM: Join Pastor Steve as we discuss “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gilman. This story is a brief but creepy piece of psychological fiction for this Halloween season. Scan the QR code or see the Weekly Word to access the story.

Game Night, Tuesday, October 21, 7 PM, Wright Pavilion
Do you like fun? So do we! Join us for our monthly game night. All are welcome!


Lay Visitation Workshops begin Sunday, October 26, 11:30 am – 1 pm, Davidson Lounge: Join Pastor Steve for the first of three lay visitation workshops. Whether you seek tools to ease the work of caring for a loved one, or the skills to visit community members on behalf of a loving church, consider checking out series on lay visitation. Learn more in the Weekly Word.











MISSION AND SOCIAL WITNESS

South Portland Food Cupboard – October Food Drive: Bring in non-perishable food donations throughout the month. Place them in the boxes located in the Narthex and by the outside door to the church office. All items will then be delivered to the Food Cupboard. Thank you so much for helping our neighbors. 

Volunteer for Preble Street Food Hub: On the last Friday of each month, we prepare meals at the Food Hub, 75 Darling Avenue, South Portland, for delivery to Preble Street satellite sites. Please join us! To learn more about how to volunteer, see the Weekly Word or contact Danna Wiggins at dannawig2@gmail.com

Clynk Bags are in the narthex (inside main entrance). Collect your returnable cans and bottles and return them to a Clynk collection site at Hannaford or other participating grocery stores. Scan the code on the bags and the refunds will automatically be donated to our FCC mission team. Thank you!

State Street Winter Family Shelter Open House, Sunday, October 19, 2-4 pm: Another season of comfort and care for homeless families begins at State Street Winter Family Shelter, Monday, November 17. Want to volunteer? If you have not seen the facility or want to refresh your memory from last year, drop by for a tour.

THE WIDER COMMUNITY

BTS Center Convocation - Flipping the Script: Claiming our Voices, Telling Our Stories, October 16 (10 am) – October 17 (3:30 pm) 2025, Maple Hill Farm Inn and Conference Center, Hallowell, ME + Online Companions. Details and registration at https://thebtscenter.org/convocation-2025/

Our Maine Conference UCC Annual Meeting, October 17-18, at Pilgrim Lodge. Learn more and register at: https://www.maineucc.org/annual-meeting/ 

Youth Service Corps is back! Sunday, October 19, 12 – 2 pm – Coats and Boots for St. Elizabeth Pantry: Middle and High School youth from 12 participating churches – including FCC UCC - will gather once a month for a service project and fun time together. For more info contact Amber Burks at amber@stalbansmaine.com 

LOOKING AHEAD: “Decolonizing and the Role of Faith Communities,” online two-session course, Saturday, February 28 (9-12) and Saturday, March 7 (9-12):  MESOM, the Maine School of Ministry of the Maine Conference, UCC, is offering this Wabanaki REACH workshop online, co-sponsored by FCCUCC. The fee is $50 per person (see revalisonpatton@fccucc.org for scholarship assistance). There's also an option to enroll for the entire 5-session course, "Organizing for Relationships and Repair." 

 Register by February 14 at www.maineucc.org/mesom/.
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WHAT’S UP?
Want to stay in the loop?  Make sure you are on our email list!  To UPDATE or ADD your contact info, go to: fccucc.org and select “Contact Us” then select “Contact Info Update Form.”

Also, look for us on Facebook: facebook.com/fccucc 
on Instagram: instagram.com/fccucc_s.portland 
and on our YouTube channel: youtube.com/@FCCUCCSouthPortland




RISE UP, O SAINTS OF GOD

Rise up, O saints of God! 
Have done with lesser things;
Give heart and soul and mind and strength 
to serve your God, not kings.

Rise up, O saints of God! 
The Kin-dom tarries long.
Bring in the day of righteousness, 
and end the night of wrong.

Rise up, O saints of God! 
The church for you doth wait,
With strength unequal to the task; 
rise up and make it great.

Lift high the love of Christ; 
tread where Christ’s feet have trod;
Come sisters, brothers in the faith 
rise up, O saints of God.


















I, THE LORD OF SEA AND SKY

I, the Lord of sea and sky,
I have heard my people cry
All who dwell in dark and sin
My hand will save.
I who made the stars of night,
I will make their darkness bright
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send?

CHORUS:
Here I am, Lord. Is it I Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.

I the Lord of snow and rain,
I have borne my people’ pain
I have wept for love of them.
They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone,
Give them hearts for love alone
I will speak my word to them.
Whom shall I send?

CHORUS

I, the Lord of wind and flame,
I will tend the poor and lame,
I will set a feast for them.
My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide
Till their hearts be satisfied
I will give my life to them
Whom shall I send?

CHORUS
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