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Deadline for the next BEACON is Friday, November 18, 2016.  Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ  

 
 
 
 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
For those who live without 
sufficient food, water, shelter, 
or safety; for veterans and 
those in active service; for 
peace and peacemakers; for 
areas in strife around the 
world. 

  

 
Prayers for Ed Saxby; 
  
Prayers for Louise Nisbet; 
 
Prayers for Jim Ekedahl; 
 
Prayers for  Debbie Conlon, 
wife of our sexton Tom, as 
she is undergoing dialysis 
and awaits a kidney 
transplant. 
 

  

 

Phone:  207.799.3361; Fax:  207.799.4095   E-mail:  office@fccucc.org                Web site:  www.fccucc.org 

 
November 6  Youth Sunday   

 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship with Communion 
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Communion and Meetinghouse  
   Choir. Our youth will give the message. Fellowship time 

   follows.   
 

November 13  Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost  
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship 
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and 
   Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message. 

   Fellowship time follows.   
 

November 20  Thanksgiving Sunday 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship 
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and  
   Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.  
   Fellowship time follows.   

 
November 27  First Sunday of Advent 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship 
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and  
   Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.  
  

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.  
Friday: 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

mailto:office@fccucc.org
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Page 2 V O L U M E  5 ,  I S S U E  1 1  

MISSION GLOBE REMEMBRANCE 
November 6—In loving memory of our 
Mothers, Helen Marguerite Prescott and 
Jacoba Onos, by Diane & Jerry Onos 
 
STEEPLE DEDICATION 
November 6-12—In loving memory of Honey 
Honey, from Tim Honey 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
November 13—In loving memory of Carol 
Thorne, wife, mother and grand-mother, in 
remembrance of her birthday from Phil, Ju-
dy, David and their families. 
 
November 20—Thanksgiving Bounty, from 
the Flower Committee to the Youth Ministry 
for food baskets to the needy. 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES ACTIVITIES 
Thursday, November 3—SAM meeting at 1:00 p.m. 
in  grade 2/3 classroom above the church office. 

Wednesday, November 16 at 1:00 p.m.—Join us for 
a movie (to be announced). 

Thursday, December 1—SAM meeting at 1:00 p.m. 
in  grade 2/3 classroom above the church office. 

Thursday, December 15—Meet at 
SMCC at noon for the only Thursday 
luncheon of the semester. 

IRS REGULATIONS REGARDING CONTRIBUTIONS 
With the end of the calendar year approaching, 
please plan ahead for gifts that you would like to 
be tax deductible for 2016. 
 
In general, gifts/pledges must be received by the 
church office by December 31, in order to claim a 
charitable contribution deduction for 2016. 
 
However, checks that are written and 
postmarked in 2016 will be deductible in 2016, 
even though they may not be received by the 
church in 2016.  Stock transfers must be received 
in our brokerage account at Morgan Stanley     

Smith Barney by December 31. Checks that are  
placed in the church offering on the first Sunday 
of 2016 (January 4), will not qualify for a 
charitable contribution deduction in 2016, even 
if the check is predated to 2016 or was actually 
written in 2016. 
 

Additionally, please do not file your 2016 tax 
return until you have a written acknowledgement 
of your contributions from the church. Per the 
IRS, your contributions may not be tax deductible 
if you file your tax return before receiving a 
written acknowledgement of your contributions.   

 ~ Nancy Irving (business@fccucc.org)  

PRAYERS FOR OUR COUNTRY 
Election Day is the perfect opportunity for us to pray for our nation—to pray for peace, justice,        
tolerance, and healing. If you are concerned for the future of our country, please join us for an Elec-
tion Day Prayer Vigil. The prayer vigil will take place in the chapel on November 8, from 7:00 a.m. 
to 8:00 p.m., which are the hours the polls are open in Maine. Please sign up for a one-hour time 
slot, or drop in as you are available. This is a non-partisan event.  
 

 

NEWS FROM CHURCH SCHOOL 
Sunday School registration is open continuously 
through the year. It is important to give us your infor-
mation every year. It is how we double check our data 
base and measure how much material to purchase for 
each grade. 
 
November 6:  NYE Youth Service- All Children in Wor-
ship (Nursery open for children to 5 years). 

MANY THANKS to the Firehouse Gang  
Bridge members for their generous  
donation to Crisis Ministries in memory 
of Dick Hermann. 

mailto:business@fccucc.org


God Bless Us Every One! 

The chiming of the clock-tower bells in Dickens’ classic “A Christmas Carol” provides a wakeup 
call for Scrooge and turns him from a life of resentment, fear and isolation. This Advent season 
we will ring out the truth of God’s economy—where “making change” has nothing to do with 
monetary success and everything to do with transformation. 

Could you use a transformation in your life?  

Join us this Advent season as we approach the story of Jesus’ birth through the lens of this 
classic tale.  

Advent 1 “Bah Humbug! Making Change” 

Advent 2 “The Remembrance of Christmas Past: Hope from Heartbreak” 

Advent 3 “The Life of Christmas Present: Look Upon Me” 

Advent 4 “The Hope of Christmas Future” Death-Defying Acts”  

Christmas Eve “The Redemption of Scrooge: Keeping Christmas Well” 

Christmas Day “God Bless Us – Every One!” 

How can you participate? 

Join us for worship every Sunday. We are planning special visuals, music, and liturgy that will 
help us approach the Christmas story in new ways. Every Sunday will be special. 

Because bells play an important role in the story, we want to use bells in our visual display. If 
you have any bells you can lend to us for the season, please bring them to the church office 
and make sure your name is on them so we can return them after Christmas.  

Need a reminder of the story A Christmas Carol? Join us for a movie night on Saturday, De-
cember 3, at 6:30. You will get to choose from three different movie versions of the story to 
watch! The Muppet version will be shown to children in the youth room, the black and white 
version will be shown in Davidson Lounge, and the traditional color version in the Community 
Room. Popcorn and hot chocolate will be served!  

MUSICIANS WANTED 
Do you sing or play an instrument? Are you willing to share your gift with the congregation? 
Because people respond so well to the special music during the summer months, we are 
expanding our music program to include special music during the program year as well. So 
we are looking for musicians to fill the offertory time in the coming months. If you are     
interested, please contact Judy Kimball at Judyk53@me.com or 761-9512.Thank you for 
ministering to us all through music.   
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THE DAYTIME PLAYERS PRESENTS:  

The Daytime Writers’ Production of 

“ACT YOUR AGE!” 

in  Wright Pavilion 

on 

Friday, November 4, 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday and Sunday, November 5 & 6, 2:00 p.m.  

Tickets $10 at the door ($5 for Church Members) 

THE HILLTOP GUILD will hold its next 
meeting on November 10 at 7:00 p.m. in 
Wright Pavilion. Kathy DePhilippo from the 
South Portland Historical Society will present 
a program on the Society’s  
informative web page.  If  
you would like to join us,  
please contact Debbie  
Rideout at 883.4319.   

‘TIS THE SEASON TO BE JOLLY—AND GIVING 

The Mission Mall is an alternative gift program which supports a number of local charitable organiza-
tions. Make a donation in someone's name and send them a special Mission Mall Christmas Card. You can 
find the Mission Mall at the Holly Daze Bazaar on November 19, and at anytime in the Church Office.  

Community Crisis Ministries Christmas Gifts – the CCM committee will place ornaments on the curved 
wall in the hallway just outside the sanctuary. Individuals and families choose which child’s wish list they 
would like to fill. These donations go to South Portland or Cape Elizabeth children referred to us by Gen-
eral Assistance or social service agencies serving our communities. Contact: Kathy Sahrbeck at 799.3361 
(Ext. 112) or outreach@fccucc.org  
 

Long Creek Christmas Gift Giving - Long Creek Development Center was established for the education 
and rehabilitation of both male and female juvenile offenders in southern Maine. Its mission is to create 
and provide an opportunity for personal growth in a safe and secure environment through a variety of 
programs. Each year envelopes are placed on our Sanctuary Christmas Tree when it first goes up. Each 
envelope has a list of items a particular resident has chosen to receive. Separately, gift cards will also be 
accepted. Contact: Jan Hamilton at janscout@maine.rr.com or Margaret Anderson at mga@maine.rr.com 
In the case of the CCM Christmas Gifts and the Long Creek Christmas Gift Giving, multiple individuals or 
families can share the ornaments or envelopes so many more wishes can be filled. 
 

Mitten Tree – When our sanctuary tree is emptied of envelopes all are welcome to redecorate the tree 
with donations of mittens and hats for distribution to homeless children, teens and adults through Preble 
Street. Contact: Bob Morse at 799.3361 or rmorse03@maine.rr.com  
 

Traditional Special Offerings: 
Christmas Offering – December 18 – Each year the Mission Outreach Team selects one or more organiza-
tions to share the Christmas offering with our church. In keeping with our theme of peace and peace-
makers, the Team will be announcing our choice for this year on December 4  
 

The Christmas Fund – Christmas Eve – December 24 
For 114 years, the Christmas Fund Offering (formerly called Veterans of the Cross) has been a means by 
which we, as members of the United Church of Christ, live out the mandate to be Christ’s Body in the 
world.  The Christmas Fund is a ministry of compassion and care to those who serve our church. Your giv-
ing enables the Pension Boards’ Ministerial Assistance program to provide monetary assistance to these 
individuals and families in need. Contact: Jan Bosse at 799-0528 or janbosse201@yahoo.com  
 

Please give what you can, give what you wish, everything helps, everything is welcomed. Thank you in     
advance for your generosity.  ~The Mission and Outreach Team 

mailto:outreach@fccucc.org
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mailto:rmorse03@maine.rr.com
mailto:janbosse201@yahoo.com
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TALENT SHOW AND BIRTHDAY PARTY 

Saturday, November 12, 2016 

7:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

All are welcome. 

Performance on the stage in Guptill Hall 

Table seating by Birthday month 

Each act must sign in with Anne Fuehrer by November 6. 

CARE AND CONNECTION COMMITTEE 
The Care and Connection Committee is compiling a list of people we could call upon to 
make a casserole or meal should another church member be in need of help. If you are 
willing to help out on occasion, please send your name, phone number and email    
address to Sue Ross at susanross.me@gmail.com. Thank you so much.  

JEWELS AND BAUBLES! 
The Holly Daze Bazaar 
is on November 19!  
Please bring your 
jewelry donations in 
early this year so we 
can get right to the sorting and pricing.  All 
jewelry should be dropped off at the church 
office.  Thank you. 
~Sue Mitchell and Deb Riley 

 
PICK UP THOSE NEEDLES! 
Our Holly Daze Bazaar is on 
November 19!  If you haven’t 
already started knitting, this is the time to do it.  
We need items for all ages, particularly babies 
and children.  Hats, mittens/gloves (with or 
without   fingers), scarves, socks are always in 
demand.  We would love to have your help this 
year.  Thank you. 

FROM THE ORGAN BENCH 
Just a quick recap of some of the events of June 6. Yes. Way back then! I was completely blown away by 
the celebration on that Sunday. Totally surprised was I! The beautiful choir anthem written for the occa-
sion by Harold Stoner, which is now published by Paraclete Press, the love that surrounded by the choir, 
the congregation and by musical colleagues still warm in my heart, even now on October 17. I read and 
sometimes re-read the wonderful cards and notes I received that day. This, my friends is what family is all 
about. Blessings to you all! 
 
A great opportunity is coming your way! On Sunday, October 30 at 3:00 p.m., baritone Peter Allen and   
pianist Paul Machlin are doing a recital here in our Sanctuary. For my money Peter, whom I have known 
for years, has one of the most lyrical solo voices Maine has to offer. There is a poster outside of Wright 
Pavilion highlighting his program. I am so looking forward to this event. Both of these men are beautiful 
human beings as well as accomplished musicians.  Proceeds from ticket sales will go to the Preble Street 
Resource Center. What could be better—beautiful music and a beautiful mission? 
~ Shirley Curry, Minister of Music 

mailto:susanross.me@gmail.com
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THANKSGIVING BASKETS 
We are again providing Thanksgiving       
baskets for 30 families this holiday season.  
The baskets will be packed and distributed 
Sunday, November 20.  
 
In order to maintain consistency in the    
contents of the baskets, there will be      
specific items requested, such as: vegeta-
bles, pie shells and filling, stuffing, and  
cranberry sauce. Items for the baskets will 
be printed on labels that will be located on 
the Mission Outreach Bulletin Board in    
the church hallway beginning Sunday.     
October 30. Take labels for the items you 
wish to contribute, as many labels as you 
wish, and bring those food items to church 
Sunday morning November 20. The food 
will be  collected in the chancel area by the 
altar. Collection boxes will be available at 
church for donations to be dropped off   
prior to  November 20, if necessary. 
 
There will not be labels for contributing  
turkeys. Hannaford’s Mill Creek is working 
with us once again providing turkeys 
through donation and discount price.  
 
If you are not able to get to the labels, but 
wish to contribute, please bring canned 
vegetables or canned fruits.    
   
Anyone who would like to stay after       
worship November 20 and help pack the 
baskets in the chancel of the sanctuary is 
welcome. Your generosity is appreciated. 
~ Mission Outreach Team 



 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS   
   

Remember your loved ones and help decorate the Sanctuary with beautiful Christmas   
Poinsettias. 
 

The poinsettias are in six-inch pots, have five to eight blossoms, and are available in red or 
white.  The cost is $11 for each plant.  
 

A list of the names for Memorial and Celebration Poinsettias will be included in the order 
of worship on Christmas Eve and Christmas Sunday. 
 

Please clearly print all information on this form and mail or drop it off at the church office 
with your check, no later than Sunday, December 4. 
 

 

I would like to order ______ white, and/or ______ red poinsettias at $11 each,   
 

                  In Memory of                                 In Celebration of 
 _______________________________ _________________________________ 

 _______________________________ _________________________________ 

 _______________________________ _________________________________ 

 _______________________________ _________________________________ 

 _______________________________ _________________________________ 
 

From (Name and Contact Information): 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 _______I will pick up my poinsettia(s) on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. 

 _______I will leave my poinsettia(s) as a gift to be delivered to our friends at home. 

  
Total amount enclosed: $__________    

 
 
 

Please return this form and payment to the church office by Sunday, December 4. 
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HOLLY DAZE BAZAAR 
Saturday, November 19, 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 
The members of your Bazaar team need your donations.  Always appreciated are: knitted items and 
small pies and loaves.  You might wish to donate books, jewelry or other gift items.  
 
Please call any of the people listed below and offer a few minutes or a few hours of your time. 
This year we are having our third annual Cookie Walk!  This is how it works: First you buy a box that 
holds a pound of cookies; then, you walk around Wright Pavilion filling your box with your favorite 
cookies.  If you plan to bake for the Cookie Walk, please limit your baking to Holiday Cookies, only. 
(Please—no chocolate chip cookies or brownies; however the Food Court would love to have them.) 
Please drop your cookies  for the Cookie Walk off at the Church on Friday, November 18.  
 
We need more volunteers!  Please call any of the people listed below to offer a few minutes or hours 
of your time. Working together, we can once again make the Bazaar an outstanding success. 
 
Reminder:  Donations to the Bazaar may be left in Guptill Hall through Wednesday, November 16. 
         Cookies and food should be dropped off on Friday, November 18, before 2:00 p.m. (or 
         very early Saturday morning.  
 
Luncheon hours: 11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
The marvelous menu includes yummy haddock chowder, fresh crabmeat and lobster rolls, chicken 
salad rolls and apple crisp. So, come and sit with your church friends and neighbors and savor the 
meal and the moments. Take-out will be available. 
 
The Bazaar is chaired by Janice Files, 799-3457, and Lynne Lanctot, 799-1785. We are grateful for their 
hard work and dedication.   

Trash & Treasure  Knit & Purl  Gifts  

Scott Berry 767.0236 Elinor Redmond 767.4198 Carol Mileson 799.1257 

Grandma’s Attic  Jewelry  Books  

Prudy Wiggins 799.5705 Deb Riley 767.3149 Mary Anne Wallace 774.4096 

Food Court  Sue Mitchell 767.2063 Christmas Room  

Karen Westerberg 799.1055 Fair Fancy  Pat Harmon 883.6535 

Luncheon  Marilyn Andress 741.5199 Deb Dagnan 749.5045 

Judy Magnuson 799.3034 Marilyn Mitchell 773.4147 Greens  

Carrie Skeffington 874.6612 Candy  Margaret Anderson 799.2846 

  Kathy Cotter 799.4808 Marie Jordan 799.1408 

        



FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,  
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
301 Cottage Road 

South Portland, ME  04106 
 

(207) 799-3361 

Post Office 

Time Sensitive Newsletter 

Non-Profit Org.  
U.S. Postage  

PAID       
Portland, ME  

Permit No. 944 


