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Deadline for the April BEACON is Sunday, March 18. Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org

Looking Ahead in Worship
March 4
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday in Lent
Chapel Worship with Communion
Sanctuary Worship with Communion, Meetinghouse
Choir and Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the
message. Fellowship time follows.

March 11
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday in Lent
Chapel Worship
Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.

March 18
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fifth Sunday in Lent
Chapel Worship
Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.

March 25
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Palm/Passion Sunday
Chapel Worship
Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.

March 29
7:30 p.m.

Maundy Thursday
Sanctuary Worship

March 30
6:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Good Friday
Soup Supper in Guptill Hall
Sanctuary Worship
Easter vigil begins after worship service and continues
until 6:00 a.m., Easter Sunday.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
sufficient food, water, shelter, or
safety; for veterans and those in
active service; for peace and
peacemakers; for areas in strife
around the world.

Prayers for Henry Adams;
Prayers for Heather Allen;
Prayers for Debbie Conlon;
Prayers for Joshua DeVito;
Prayers for Sandy Dyer;
Prayers for Jim Ekedahl;
Prayers for Karen Ellis;
Prayers for Barbara Merrill;

Prayers for Peter Moore;
Prayers for Donna Morong;
Prayers for Mary Parr;
Prayers for Bob & Mary
Suessmann;
Prayers for the family of Adam
Siulinski

Phone: 207.799.3361; Fax: 207.799.4095

E-mail: office@fccucc.org

Web site: www.fccucc.org

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES ACTIVITIES

MISSION GLOBE, ALTAR FLOWERS &
STEEPLE REMEMBRANCES
STEEPLE DEDICATIONS:
Please call the church office for
reservations.
To remember or celebrate loved ones
with flowers on the altar or light the
Mission Globe, please contact Dana
Wiggins at danawig@gmail.com .

RUMMAGE SALE
The spring Rummage Sale
will be held on April 21,
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. You
can drop off your items in
Guptill Hall after April 2.
A sign will be posted that
designates where to leave
the items. If you have questions, call Prudy
Wiggins at 799.5705.

THE HILLTOP GUILD will meet
Thursday, March 8, at 6:00
p.m. for a pot luck dinner
and
program.
Elizabeth
McLellan, RN, MSN,MPH, will
be our very special guest.
Elizabeth is the founder of Partners for World
Health. PWH collects unused medical supplies
which are then sent to developing countries.
This operation has really taken off and is a
truly wonderful story. If you are not on our
calling list and would like to join us, men included, please call Sally at 799-2235.
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Thursday, March 2—Join us for lunch at SMCC,
12:00 p.m. Lunch is $16, which includes tax and
gratuities. Please RSVP by February 23.
Friday, March 23—meet at the church at 1:00 p.m.to
attend the Portland Flower Show with others yearning
for Spring. Tickets: $15 for Seniors and $20 for other
adults. RSVP by March 21.
Wednesday, March 28 at 1:00 p.m. in Davidson
Lounge, we will show the movie “Wonder,” about a
boy born with facial differences that, up until now,
have prevented him from going to public school. It’s
an inspiring and heartwarming story about his journey
and proving that “you can’t blend in when you were
born to stand out.”
Looking ahead: Thursday, April 19—Please join us for
a SAM meeting at 1:00 p.m. to plan future activities.
SAM also has a monthly newsletter that highlights
our activities for those over 55 years old. If you would
like to be on our mailing list, just call the office
(799.3361).

SAVE THE DATE for our St. Patty’s Day
Potluck and Game Night. All are welcome. We will have the usual fun with a
little Irish flair. Join us on Saturday,
March 17, in Guptill Hall, from 5:008:00 p.m. Please RSVP to Anne at
fccucc.org
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HOLY WEEK SERVICES
March 25 Palm/Passion Sunday
8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with a Palm Procession by the children and music by the Meetinghouse Choir. We will offer Sunday School for children. Cindy Maddox will give the
message. Fellowship time follows in Wright Pavilion.
March 29
7:30 p.m.

Maundy Thursday
Sanctuary Worship—The service will features soloists, scripture readings, communion,
and selected readings

March 30
6:00 p.m.

Good Friday
Soup supper in Guptill Hall, hosted by the Spiritual Life & Worship Team. Please join us
for a variety of soups. Beverages are also provided so you don’t need to bring anything
but your appetite.
Sanctuary Worship – The Meetinghouse Choir presents the musical

7:30 p.m.
Fri. p.m. –
Sun. a.m.

Easter Vigil
Our Easter vigil begins immediately after the Good Friday Service and continues until
6:00 a.m., Easter Sunday. You may participate in the ancient tradition of the Easter vigil
by signing up for a two-hour time slot to sit in the chapel in prayer. Please take the
opportunity to get your name on the sign-up sheet.
Please note: If we do not have the overnight slots filled by Palm Sunday, we will have
to limit the vigil to Saturday night or cancel the vigil for the safety of all. So please don’t
delay in signing up.

April 1
6:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service at Fort Williams—Communion will be served.
Sanctuary Worship with Meeting House Choir, ASL interpreted.
Cindy Maddox will give the message.
11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meeting House Choir. Cindy Maddox will give the message.

WOMEN’S CELEBRATION
Thirty-six years ago a group of UCC women from New England wanted to have
a gathering with opportunities for spirituality, education and comradery. One
thousand women met for Celebration I in Portland. Since then there has been
a Celebration every four years either in Portland or Burlington, Vermont, and
April 6-8 will be Celebration X. The number of attendees is down to approximately 600, but it has been a rewarding experience for most. Please join us for
this gathering at the Holiday Inn by the Bay and register. Scholarships are available. Find a sitter
for your kids so you can attend this event. If you’d like to be involved in helping contact Kathy
Sahrbeck at 799-3361 #112 or outreach@fccucc.org.
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR CINDY
Dear Friends,
On a wall near the church offices there is a display of photographs of some of the former pastors of this
congregation. We don't have photos of every pastor, and there are gaps in the years, but these photographs hang there in silent witness to our history and heritage.
If you've been down that hallway recently, you may have noticed that one photo is missing. The Ministry
Council decided that it was time to remove the photo of Winston Clark. He was pastor here from 1966 until
1976, when he was removed by vote of the congregation because of an extramarital affair that became
public. Years later, others accused him of sexual abuse and harassment--charges he did not deny--and his
ministerial standing was revoked.
Although we do not require perfection from our pastors, issues of abuse go far beyond what is acceptable.
We chose to remove his picture not to erase him from our history but because not all of our history
deserves the honor of being on display. We removed his picture out of respect for his victims, and all
victims of sexual abuse, and to show our commitment to listening to victims and survivors.
Those who knew Winston Clark may have a range of feelings or opinions about this decision. If you need
further conversation, I invite you to come talk to me or a trusted member of Council.
The Council members were in complete agreement that the time had come to make this change. I hope
you, too, will consider this a faithful decision.
Yours in ministry,
Cindy Maddox

NOMINATION OF ELDERS
Each year we recognize individuals in our
congregation by electing them to the honorary
position of Elder. The designation of Elder
recognizes people for their extended and
exemplary service to our congregation and is a
rich long-standing part of our legacy. As the
Spiritual Life and Worship Team begins the
selection process for this year, we would like to
invite you to once again submit candidates for
consideration. The selection process is always a
challenge given the many worthy candidates, but

we would like to give consideration to all
individuals who are brought forward. If you have
someone that you would like to nominate,
please email drideout@maine.rr.com, or drop
off in the church office a note that would identify
the person and speak to why you feel they are
deserving of the designation of Elder. Please
submit your candidates by April 2. Nominations
will be formally presented to the Congregation
during our annual meeting in May. If you have
any questions, please contact Jim Rideout at 883
-4319. ~ Spiritual Life and Worship Team

PER CAPITA CONTRIBUTIONS
Have you made your 2018 donation towards your Per Capita dues? This is the $15.00 annual fee that the
church pays on your behalf to the Cumberland Association and the Maine Conference.
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It is easy to feel overwhelmed when we look at all the areas of need in God’s world:
there is hunger, sickness, and injustice in so many communities. It is easy to feel there is
nothing we can do to help. We can feel trapped by hopelessness and fear that what little
we can do—won’t have an impact. But there is hope! Better yet: we are that hope!
In Ephesians 3:20 the Apostle Paul writes, “by the power at work within us,” God is able to “accomplish
abundantly more than we can ask or imagine”
Archbishop Desmond Tutu said, “We are the agents of transformation that God uses to transfigure this
world”
Wishing and dreaming of a better world means nothing if we don’t realize that God gives us community to
practice love and compassion. We cannot only care for ourselves, but we must also care about those
around us, both near and far. Our gifts become part of a loving legacy in ways we can’t foresee. Our gifts
become blessings to people we don’t know and blesses in ways we can’t expect. We can make a difference
beyond what we can imagine.
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is a special offering of the United Church of Christ, and our church has
been a devoted partner to help make sure UCC will be able to continue its various helping programs. We
will be receiving your gifts on March 11 (or before). You can pick up an OGHS envelopes in the sanctuary or
chapel and in other locations around the church; or you can gift on-line. Please note OGHS on the memo
line of your check.
Thank you for your generous gift. ~ The Mission and Outreach Team
For more information go to http://www.ucc.org/oghs .

NEW FAIR TRADE ORDERING PROCEDURE
In recognition of limited time and people power and to minimize the burden on
church office staff, the Fair Trade committee has changed the procedure for placing
orders.
1. Fill out a blank order form, located in the Fair Trade folder outside the Associate
Minister’s office; a current price list will also be available as well as envelopes.
2. Put the completed form together with your payment in an envelope and place this
envelope in the Fair Trade mailbox (bottom row of boxes in church office).

You will have the added benefit of being able to submit your order at any time prior to final ordering
dates: March 18th, June 17th, and September 30th of this year. As before, you may also call or e-mail
your order to Judy Kimball; 761-9512; judyk53@me.com or mail it directly to the office with ATTN: Fair
Trade included in the envelope address. You will be notified by e-mail once the order has been received, processed and available for pick up. As before, your order can be picked up in Wright Pavilion
(orders will be on the bench) or in the church office during the week. We hope this new procedure will
work smoothly for everyone. We welcome your comments and feedback.
Your Fair Trade Committee: Judy Kimball, Lynne Lanctot, Kathy Cotter, Carol Scheffler
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BECOME A HOSPICE OF SOUTHERN MAINE VOLUNTEER
Volunteers help form the heart of hospice. Their dedication and compassionate care support the wellbeing of our patients and their families in immeasurable ways. Volunteers are needed in your community.
Trained hospice volunteers provide an average of 3-4 hours per week of non-medical assistance and support to patients and families. Including in the following ways:
•Emotional support to patients and caregivers
•Respite care to allow caregivers time to themselves
•Assistance with light household chores, light meal prep or family concerns
•Help with errands
•Assist at our Gosnell Memorial Hospice House
We are accepting applications now through March 15th for our spring hospice volunteer training. If you
are interested in becoming a Hospice of Southern Maine Volunteer, and would like more information,
please contact our volunteer department. You may also visit www.hospiceofsouthernmaine.org and click
on Volunteering. Please inquire asap, as training sessions fill quickly. Phone: (207)289-3689
Email: volunteer@hospiceofsouthernmaine.org

GOT CANS?
Our church has set up a CLYNK account to raise money for the Mission Outreach
Team. What is CLYNK? CLYNK is a simple, fun and powerful way to boost your
fundraising. The Hannaford Community Cash program, powered by CLYNK, allows
fundraisers to run a bottle drive, virtually year-round, without much effort. So,
grab a bag, fill it up, drop it off and tag it at Hannaford today! Bags are located in
the office. If you have any questions, please contact Jess at 207.671.1366 or jessdeeproctor@gmail.com.

PILGRIM LODGE AND STAR ISLAND CAMPERSHIPS
Summer is almost hear and Camperships are now available for Pilgrim
Lodge and Star Island. Brochures are upstairs by Game room or online
at www.pilgrimlodge.org or www.stargathering.org Please contact
Anne at abf@fccucc.org if you are interested in a campership.

LOST AND FOUND
Did you leave something at worship or an event at church? If so we have many unclaimed
items for you to check. All unclaimed items will be given to our Rummage Sale in April.
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EASTER PLANT MEMORIALS & CELEBRATIONS
This Easter, our church is once again offering you the opportunity to honor loved ones in memory, or in
celebration of a special person/event in your life.
The Memorial or Celebration plant(s) offered will be pots of traditional Easter lilies, tulips or daffodils.
If you do not wish to purchase a plant and still would like to honor your loved ones in memoriam or in
celebration, a gift can be made to the First Congregational Church, UCC Memorial Fund.
A list of all memorials, celebrations and gifts will be included in the order of worship on Easter
Sunday, April 1.
Please complete this form to order one or more lily, daffodil or tulip plants, or to make a gift to our
Memorial Fund and return to the office before Monday, March 11.
EASTER PLANTS (Please Print)
I would like to order the following plant(s):
at $9.00 each:

Lily

Daffodil

Tulip



In Memory of: ______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________



In Celebration of: ____________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
From: _________________________________________________________________________




I’ll pick up my plant(s) on Easter morning following the 11:00 a.m. service.
Please deliver my plant(s) to a friend at home.

MEMORIAL GIFTS:
I would like to make a gift of $________, in



In Memory of: _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________



In Celebration of: _____________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
From: _________________________________________________________________________
Total amount enclosed: $__________
Name: __________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________
Phone : _________________________
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GIVING UP PLASTIC FOR LENT
Social Witness Ministries invites you to join the Lenten Plastic Challenge. For the rest of the Lenten
season, give up as many single use plastic products as possible, including bags, bottles, straws, cups, and
utensils.
This challenge, which originated with the Church of England, is a way for us to become more aware of the plastic products that we may be able to eliminate from our
daily lives, even after Lent is long over. Lenten Plastic Challenge handouts are available in the sanctuary.

MEETINGHOUSE CONCERTS
Sunday, January 21st was the date of our third Meetinghouse Concert. Despite “competition” from
the Patriots and Women in Harmony, we had an enthusiastic crowd in our sanctuary, appreciating
the toe-tapping, happy-making music of the Don Roy Trio. I particularly enjoy Don’s tales of growing
up in a family who played music together most evenings. The event took place in the afternoon
which felt very nice for a low-key winter diversion.
We are sharing profits between FCC and a charity. Here is a summary of our three concerts so far:
Date
5/13/17

Artist
Dave Mallett

11/3/17
1/21/18

Jon Edwards
Don Roy Trio

Tickets
#
$22/$25 ~216
Refreshments
$30/$35 ~221
$12/$15
81

Profit
$2025.10
$ 172.00
$1,757.72
$ 289.06

Charity
Community Crisis Ministries
& GPFP
Family Promise
The Locker Project

The ‘profit’ shown is after expenses, which have varied. Expenses have included the fee for the
artist, posters, tickets and sound/lights (for 2 of the shows). I am happy to share those details with
anyone who is interested.
The success of the concerts is surely a result of strong congregational support. Besides buying tickets
and attending, some make extra donations when purchasing a ticket or two. Some notify friends to
urge them to join us. Many people volunteer to help at the concerts themselves (selling tickets,
taking tickets, sometimes preparing and/or selling refreshments, setting up, cleaning up). Bryan
Wiggins creates beautiful, eye catching posters and Mary Anne Wallace steadfastly notifies many
publications to “get the word out.”
A goal is to have three concerts each church year (fall/winter/spring). The upcoming schedule
includes Dave Mallett and his band on Saturday, April 28th, Women in Harmony on Saturday,
November 3rd, and Carrie Newcomer (tentative) in late March, 2019. A winter concert is to be
determined.
Anyone who wants to join in volunteering is very welcome. For our April concert, we will be preparing a supper meal for the band and most likely preparing/selling refreshments. If anyone wants to
assist me in placing posters all over the place, they are very welcome. Other ideas I have include
making a brochure showing the concerts for the year and taking photos for our church facebook
page. I would welcome help with either of those things as well.
Again, thank you all for your generous support of this venture.
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SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AT FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
ATTENTION: All graduating seniors and students currently enrolled or any church member pursuing
post-secondary education. Your church supports your continuing education and awards several
scholarships each year. You are encouraged to apply for one of those listed below.
The General Scholarship Fund is available to any church member pursuing post-secondary education.
Applicants need to have been accepted or are attending a college or university in order for the funds to
be awarded.
The Loretta Thompson Pond Scholarship is for graduating high school seniors who are members of
this church. Criteria for the Pond Scholarship include service to the church and the community, involvement in church activities, academic achievement, and financial need. Applicants for the Loretta
Thompson Pond Scholarship need to complete the General Scholarship Fund Application as well; two
letters of reference and one essay are also required.
Scholarship Applications are available from our website (www.fccucc.org) under the GROW heading, or by calling the church office at 799-3361. Completed applications need to be returned to the
church office by Thursday, March 8. If you have questions after reading the applications, direct them to
scholarship@fccucc.org or the church office.

