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Deadline for the next BEACON is Monday, March 18, 2016—Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ  

 
 
 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
For those who live without 
sufficient food, water, shelter, 
or safety; for veterans and 
those in active service; for 
peace and peacemakers; for 
areas in strife around the 
world. 

  

Prayers for Gretchen Adams, 
recovering at Gorham House; 

Prayers for Karen Ellis 
recovering at home; 

Prayers for Debbie Riley’s  
brother Thatcher Lord;  

Prayers for the families of 
the members who passed 
away in February: 

Marie Nathan 

Maxine Wright 

James Morang 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Phone:  207.799.3361        Fax:  207.799.4095               E-mail:  office@fccucc.org 

 

March 6 Fourth Sunday in Lent  
  8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship with Communion 
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Communion, Meetinghouse Choir and 

  Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.  
  Fellowship time follows. 

 

March 13 Fifth Sunday in Lent  
  8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship   
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and Sunday 

  School. Cindy Maddox will give the message. Fellowship time 
  follows. 

 

March 20 Palm Sunday  
  8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship   
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir, Children’s Choir  

  and Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message. 
  Fellowship time follows. 

 

March 24 Maundy Thursday  
7:30 p.m. Sanctuary Worship 

March 25 Good Friday 
6:00 p.m.  Soup supper in Guptill Hall, hosted by Spiritual Life & Worship  
7:30 p.m.  Sanctuary worship 
 Easter vigil begins after worship service and continues until 

  6:00 a.m., Easter Sunday. 
  

March 27 Easter Sunday 
 6:00 a.m. Sunrise Service at Fort Williams  
 9:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meeting House Choir, ASL Interpreted 

11:00 a.m.  Sanctuary Worship with Sunday School and Meetinghouse  
 Choir. Cindy Maddox will give the message. 

STORM CLOSING NOTICES will be listed on the following TV stations: 

WCSH Channel 6, WMTW Channel 8, and WGME Channel 13.  

mailto:office@fccucc.org


HOLY WEEK SERVICES 

 
March 20 Palm/Passion Sunday 

8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship. Cindy Maddox will give the message. 

10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with a Palm Procession by the children and music by the Meeting-

  house  Choir. We will offer Sunday School for children. Cindy Maddox will give the 

  message. Fellowship time follows in Wright Pavilion. 

  

March 24 Maundy Thursday 

7:30 p.m. Sanctuary Worship—The service will features soloists, scripture readings, communion, 

and selected readings by Rev. J. Barrie Shepherd to help us see the “Faces at the Cross.” 

  

March 25 Good Friday 

6:00 p.m.  Soup supper in Guptill Hall, hosted by the Spiritual Life & Worship Team. Please join us 

for a variety of soups. Beverages are also provided so you don’t need to bring anything 

but your appetite.  

7:30 p.m.  Sanctuary Worship – The Meetinghouse Choir presents the musical Whispers of the 

Passion. “As Lenten shadows fall, we silence ourselves to listen for that still small voice 

whispering in the night. Our empty dreams reach out for healing and solace. As we 

think of the cross, the crown of thorns, the scarlet robe, the chalice, and the palms, we 

hear their silent witness. In the stillness of these sacred moments, pause in silent won-

der at the miracle of mercy. Come to the silence and solitude of the shadows and listen 

for the whispers of the passion.” 

 

 Easter Vigil 

Fri. p.m. –  Our Easter vigil begins immediately after the Good Friday Service and continues until  

Sun. a.m. 6:00 a.m., Easter Sunday. You may participate in the ancient tradition of the Easter vigil 

by signing up for a two-hour time slot to sit in the chapel in prayer. 

   

March 27 Easter Sunday 

6:00 a.m. Sunrise Service at Fort Williams—Communion will be served.  

9:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meeting House Choir, ASL interpreted.  

  Cindy Maddox will give the message. 

11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meeting House Choir. Cindy Maddox will give the message. 
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STEEPLE MEMORIAL 
February 28-March 5—In loving 
memory of Gordon Mitchell, from 
his wife Marilyn and Family 
 
March 13-19—In loving memory of 
John, Madelyn and Gary Stephens, 
from Glenn and Jane Foster 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
March 6—In loving memory of   
our Mother and Grandmother,         
Elizabeth Cannell, from Megan & 
Alex Livingston and Christie Cannell 
 
March 13—In loving memory of 
Kathleen & George Doering and 
Daniel A. BaRoss, from the family 
of Robert P. BaRoss 
 
For Steeple dedications, please call 
the church office. 
 
To remember or celebrate loved 
ones with flowers  on the altar or 
light the Mission Globe, please 
contact Dana Wiggins at  
danawig@gmail.com . 

WALK THE EXTRA MILE – One Great Hour of Sharing - March 6 
In a world where communities are being displaced by the          
catastrophes of war, famine, and natural disasters, the Church is 
called to reclaim the spiritual discipline of solidarity. Christians are 
summoned to adopt and live out a “theology of acompañamiento 
[accompaniment],” in the words of the theologian Roberto      
Goizueta. As natural, economic, and political forces disrupt and 
uproot communities, the Church is called to stand in solidarity 
with those who seek to move beyond the trauma of displacement 
toward a promise of healing and peace. The story of Ruth is      
ultimately about this solidarity. Naomi and Ruth were very much 
like today’s refugees: they never chose to move from country to 
country, rather, it was imposed upon them by forces beyond their 
control. They lived in a society where the patriarchal economy 
meant that a woman’s livelihood was entirely dependent on her 
male relationships (father, husband, even son). Yet when that       
system failed them, Ruth chose solidarity with Naomi over       
despair, and accompanies her mother-in-law to pursue a          
livelihood for both of them. This promise to walk together is    
mutual and reciprocal, where both parties are in need, and both  
experience the real power that emerges from the spiritual        
discipline of solidarity. Ruth’s promise to Naomi defines what   
solidarity authentically entails, and it stands as a challenge for 
Christians today to walk with refugees as they build new homes in 
strange lands. Through the One Great Hour of Sharing offering, 
we, as the body of Christ, have opportunity and power to help 
those who are living in despair as refugees. If refugees had the 
choice to return home, many would not have a place to return to 
because their home most likely has been destroyed—either 
burned, severely damaged, or is still an unsafe place to live. This 
year as you consider your gift to the One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering, for one moment, think of what it would be like to not 
have a place to call home, and then make your very best gift. Let 
us make Ruth’s promise our own. Let us live out the call of        
solidarity with all people, especially those displaced by disaster, 
war, and famine. — Interpretation by José Francisco Morales   
Torre copied under UCC.  
 
One Great Hour of Sharing is our special offering on Sunday, 
March 6. Special envelopes will be available in the pews on       
Sunday February 28, and Sunday, March 6. Please write your 
check to FCC – UCC and note it is for OGHS.                 
 ~ Thank you from the Mission and Outreach Team 

DONATIONS 
Thank you to the Monday Bridge 
Group for their recent donation to 
our Community Crisis Ministries. 
 
Thank you, too, to the Thursday 
Bridge Group for their ongoing dona-
tions to our Emergency Food Pantry. 
 
We are so grateful for the generosity 
of our bridge groups. 

DURING THIS SEASON OF LENT 
For those who may wish to receive Communion during this season of Lent, Bob Morse would be glad to come 
to you for a visit and offer Communion to you.  If Bob visits with you regularly, he will have Communion  
available when he comes, if you wish to receive it.  Otherwise, please let the church know of your interest, 
and Bob will call and schedule a time to visit with you.  The telephone number at the church is: 799-3361.  

mailto:danawig@gmail.com
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SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES—ACTIVITIES 
 

Thursday, March 3—SAM meeting at 1:00 p.m. in 2nd/3rd grade classroom above the church office. 
 

Wednesday, March 9—meet at church at 11:00 a.m. and carpool to The Crackerbarrel Restaurant for  
lunch.  Please RSVP by March 4, and contact us if you need a ride to the church. 

Wednesday, March 23—lunch at Ruby Tuesday Restaurant, leaving the church at 11:00 a.m. Please 
RSVP by March 18, and contact us if you need a ride to the church. 

Thursday, April 7—SAM meeting at 1:00 p.m. Please com with your new activity ideas. 

NOMINATION OF ELDERS 
Each year we recognize individuals in our 
congregation by electing them to the 
honorary position of Elder. The designation of 
Elder recognizes people for their extended 
and exemplary service to our congregation 
and is a rich long-standing part of our legacy. 
As the Spiritual Life and Worship Team begins 
the selection process for this year, we would 
like to invite you to once again submit 
candidates for consideration. The selection 
process is always a challenge given the many 
worthy candidates, but we would like to give 

consideration to all individuals who are 
brought forward. If you have someone that 
you would like to nominate, please email 
drideout@maine.rr.com, or drop off in the 
church office a note that would identify the 
person and speak to why you feel they are 
deserving of the designation of Elder. Please 
submit your candidates by March 31. 
Nominations will be formally presented to 
the Congregation during our annual meeting 
in May. If you have any questions, please 
contact Jim Rideout at 883-4319.  ~ Spiritual 
Life and Worship Team 

THE HILLTOP GUILD will hold its annual Men's Night on March 10 at 6:00 p.m. with a  pot 

luck supper followed by a program.  We would love to have you attend even if you are not 

a Guild member or even know one. Please call Debbie Rideout at 883-4319 by March 6 to 

let her know you'll be attending.  

TIRED OF COOKING FOR ONE? 
If the answer is “yes,” and you are single or live alone, then we have an offer for 
you! 
 
Please join us for a potluck dinner on Sunday, April 3, at 5:00 p.m. in Wright     
Pavilion. Plan to bring an entrée or side dish to share, as well as empty containers 
to take home left-overs. Drinks will be provided. This will be an evening of great 
food and conversation! 

We're hoping to make this a monthly event, so even if you can't make it in April, 
stay tuned for our May dinner date.   
 
For more information contact Karen Westerberg at kwesterberg2@aol.com or at 799.1055. Hope to see 
you April 3! 

 

mailto:drideout@maine.rr.com
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SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AT FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 
ATTENTION:  All graduating seniors and students currently enrolled or any church member pur-
suing post-secondary education. 
 
Your church supports your continuing education and awards several scholarships each year. You are 
encouraged to apply for one of those listed below. 
 
The General Scholarship Fund is available to any church member who is either a high school senior 
enrolled in, or intending to study at the college, university, or graduate level, or any church mem-
ber pursuing post-secondary education. Applicants need to have been accepted or are attending a 
college or university in order for the funds to be awarded. Award considerations include church 
involvement during and after high school. 
 
The Loretta Thompson Pond Scholarship was established in 1995 and is for graduating high school 
seniors who are members of this church. Criteria for the Pond Scholarship include service to the 
church and the community, involvement in church activities, academic achievement, and financial 
need. 
 
Applicants need to complete both the Loretta Thompson Pond Scholarship Application and the 
General Scholarship Fund Application. Three letters of reference and two essays are also required.  
 
Scholarship Applications are available from our website (www.fccucc.org) under the GROW head-
ing, or by calling the church office at 799-3361. Completed applications need to be returned to the 
church office by Monday, March 14. If you have questions after reading the applications, direct 
them to scholarship@fccucc.org or the church office.  
 
Comments from recent scholarship recipients: 
“I would like to thank you for your amazing generosity. You all have opened many doors for me with 
this gift and I truly cherish it. I am a proud member of this church and am blessed to be a part of 
this community.” 
 
“I want to thank you so much for your kindness and generosity.  Throughout my life this church has 
been a safe place, giving me love and support and it means so much to me that you’ve contributed 
$3,000 in a scholarship toward my further education.  This gift will really help ease the financial 
burden of school, and your continued support means the world to me.” 
 

Scholarship Committee:  Jeri Sides, Sally Sutton, Jane and Lee Taylor, Judy Kimball, and Cindy Maddox 

CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 
The Children are using a “Prayer Net” to focus on their internal feelings and prayers during Lent. For eve-
ry prayer, silent or spoken, a piece of colored yarn is tied to the net. It is hanging upstairs on community 
hall bulletin board. All are welcome to leave a prayer here. 
 

“Surf Shack” Vacation Bible School—Registration will be open soon for our second Vacation Bible School! 
It is called Surf Shack, a theme that was voted in by our teen helpers in January.  Can you catch the wave 
of our awesome God? If you would like to volunteer or donate food or materials contact Anne Fuehrer at 
abf@fccucc.org . 

http://www.fccucc.org


Helen Adams 
Montello Heights Retirement Community 
550 College Street,  Apt. 15 
Lewiston, ME   04240 
  
Ernest Bagley 
Scarborough Terrace 
600 Commerce Avenue 
Scarborough, ME  04074 
  
Harriet Dawkins 
Bay Square at Yarmouth 
27 Forest Falls Drive 
Yarmouth, ME  04096 
  
Betty Deschenes 
Cape Elizabeth Home 
521 Ocean Street 
South Portland, ME  04106 
  
Merle Gordon 
Winter Haven 
63 Winter Street 
Saco, ME  04072 
  
Bernice Graham 
Piper Shores 
15 Piper Road , Apt. J210 
Scarborough, ME  04074 

Carolyn Grant 
200 Stetson Road, Apt. 113 
Auburn, ME  04210 
  
Ruth Hathaway 
BellaVita at Scarborough 
18 Blackpoint Road 
Scarborough, ME  04074 
  
Linda Johnson 
Legacy Memory Care 
4 Schoolhouse Drive 
Falmouth, ME  04105 
  
Joanne Norman 
The Woods at Canco 
257 Canco Road #221 
Portland, ME  04103 
  
Kathy Offen 
South Portland Nursing Home 
42 Anthoine Street 
South Portland, ME  04106-4403 

  

Raymond Pandora 
48 Greenwood Lane 
Portland, ME  04103 
  
Horace Record 
The Cedars 
630 Ocean Avenue 
Portland, ME  04103 
  
Marilyn Seavey 
South Portland Nursing Home 
42 Anthoine Street 
South Portland ME  04106-4403 
  
Joe Stocks 
12 Teal Point Drive 
Scarborough, ME  04074 
  
Barbara Sydleman 
12 Lowell Street 
South Portland, ME  04106 

  
  

Please remember our friends with a card or a note, as they are unable to join us at church. 
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FAIR TRADE COFFEE 
Just a quick reminder that Fair Trade coffee orders will be taken on March 13 and 20, with dis-
tribution on April 10. Mark your calendars so you don’t run out! See you at the Fair Trade table. 

EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY  
March is meat month.  We would welcome items that have significant amounts of meat.  This could 
include beef stew, corned beef hash, Vienna sausages, canned  chicken or small canned hams (that do 
not need refrigeration).  Of course, as always, we are grateful for all nonperishable food items.  Thank 
you so much for your support.  



 
   

 
 

 

This Easter, our church is once again offering you the opportunity to honor loved ones in memory, or in 
celebration of a special person/event in your life. 
 
The Memorial or Celebration plant(s) offered will be pots of traditional Easter lilies, tulips or daffodils.   
 

If you do not wish to purchase a plant and still would like to honor your loved ones in memoriam or in    
celebration, a gift can be made to the First Congregational Church, UCC Memorial Fund. 
 

A list of all memorials, celebrations and gifts will be included in the order of worship on Easter        
Sunday, March 27.   
 

Please complete this form to order one or more lily, daffodil or tulip plants, or to make a gift to our  
Memorial Fund and return to the office by Monday, March 7.   
 

EASTER PLANTS (Please Print) 
 
 I would like to order the following plant(s):        Lily                        Daffodil                          Tulip  
 at $9.00 each, in  

   Memory  of:_________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

   Celebration of:______________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 From: _________________________________________________________________________ 

  I’ll pick up my plant(s) on Easter morning following the 11:00 a.m. service. 

      Please deliver my plant(s) to a friend at home. 

MEMORIAL GIFTS: 

 I would like to make a gift of  $________, in     

   Memory  of:_________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

   Celebration of:_______________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 From: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Total amount enclosed: $__________    

 Name:__________________________________________________ 

 Address:________________________________________________  

 Phone :____________________ 

EASTER PLANT MEMORIALS & CELEBRATIONS 
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EASTER BASKET WORKSHOP WITH KAREN ELLIS 

Saturday, March 19—Wright Pavilion 

10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

$40 per person for materials 

Limited to 20 participants 

Bring your own lunch—Sign up with Ms. Anne  


