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Deadline for the April BEACON is Monday, March 18. Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org

Looking Ahead in Worship
March 3
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Mission Trip Sunday
Chapel Worship with Communion
Sanctuary Worship with Communion,
Meetinghouse Choir and Sunday School
The Mission Trip Team will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.

March 6
12:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Ash Wednesday
Worship Service. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Sanctuary Worship. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Childcare is provided.

March 10
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

First Sunday of Lent
Chapel Worship
Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.

March 17
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Lent
Chapel Worship
Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.

March 24
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Lent
Chapel Worship
Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Congregational Meeting follows.

March 31
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Chapel Worship
Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
enough food, water, shelter,
or safety; for veterans and
those in active service; for
peace and peacemakers; for
areas in strife around the
world.

Prayers for:
Francis Jane Addor
Kay Bouchard
Peter Cotter
Karen Ellis
Stephen Fox
Dick Kelley
Jan Maddox
Ashley Della Pelle
Ina Wetmore
John Hall
A. Vinton Lewis
Karen Westerberg and
family on the death of
her mother
The family of Evie Strom
who passed away
recently
All those who grieve

Phone: 207.799.3361; Fax: 207.799.4095

E-mail: office@fccucc.org

Web site: www.fccucc.org

Pancake Dinner-Mardi Gras
Mash Up
Don't miss the biggest (so far) intergenerational event of 2019!
Sunday, March 3, 2019, 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. All are welcome and encouraged to come. The meal
will be served early so anyone who just wants to join us for dinner is comfortable participating. We
will learn about our Shrove Tuesday traditions with prayer, pancakes and song. Mardi Gras influences will be found in our dress, mask making and (hopefully) delightful entertainment.
Please RSVP so we can plan for food. We are suggesting a $4 donation at the door for adults and
children 12 and over. Volunteer options are also noted on the sign up genius.
Open this link below to RSVP and find further details:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054eaba72daafd0-shrove
There is a hard copy sign up on the bulletin board in the Narthex.
See you there!!

Our next Family Promise Host Week is just weeks away! There are still volunteer opportunities for those
who have not completed training that include meal providers, laundry collections, facility set up, and facility
take down. There are also slots available to those trained by Greater Portland Family Promise that include
Dinner Hosts, Evening Activity Hosts, and Overnight Hosts. If you are unable to participate but would like to
be involved, families need the following supplies: cleaning wipes, Benedryl, cotton swabs, toothbrush caps,
mouthwash, bar soap holders, hand sanitizer, sanitary pads, deodorant, infant soap, infant shampoo,
diapers, hairbrushes, combs and picks, shampoo and conditioner for African Americans, and children and
young adult books. The above should be travel size containers where applicable due to carrying limitations.
In other words, there’s something for all who want to participate in Family Promise! Please consider signing
up and help us spread the word about this project.
As always, with deep gratitude, Tim and Debra Honey and Peter and Linda Foss.
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SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES:

COMING TO FCCUCC
MARCH 30
Carrie Newcomer is a Grammy-winning songwriter,
performer and educator. She has been described as
a “prairie mystic” by the Boston Globe and one who
“asks all the right questions” by Rolling Stone. It’s
taken over a year to schedule her performance
here at our church. The tickets are up for sale on
Brown Paper Tickets - and 8 were bought the first
night. You will be hearing more about her over the
next month but in the meantime you can easily
listen to her music on-line.
Basic concert information:
WHEN: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, March 30
TICKETS: $30/$35 day of. Available on-line at
Newcomer.brownpapertickets.com. We will be
selling them at church and Nonesuch Books.
QUESTIONS: Call Elinor @ 650-8579

Lunch at the Dunstan Tap & Table Restaurant on
Thursday, February 28. Please meet at the Church
at 11:30 a.m. or at the restaurant at 12:00 p.m.
Please RSVP as soon as possible by calling the
Church (799-3361) if you plan to attend.
Second showing of Milo and Otis on Thursday,
March 7, in the Davidson Lounge. The Show
starts at 1:30 p.m. Popcorn could be served if
ordered in advance.
S.A.M. Meeting on Thursday, March 28, at
1:00 p.m.
Lunch at SMCC on Friday, March 29. People can
meet at the Church at 11:30 a.m. or at SMCC at
12:00 p.m. There will be an ala cart menu. The
cost is $15 per person plus gratuity. Please RSVP
by calling the Church at 799-3361 by Friday, March
22.
SAM also has a monthly newsletter, “Senior
Moments,” that highlights our activities for those
over 55 years old. If you would like to be on our
mailing list, just call the office (799.3361).

The HOLLY DAZE BAZAAR
The Holly Daze Bazaar needs a wee bit of Irish luck and some assistance.
Needed:
 1 co-chairperson to work with Lynne Lanctot -- Responsibilities include:
maintaining volunteer list, sorting of donations and set up of Bazaar
 1 luncheon chairperson to be assisted by Carrie Skeffington -- Responsibilities
include menu planning, buying of provisions, preparation and serving of luncheon.
The Holy Daze Bazaar setup dates are 12/5-6/2019. The Bazaar date is 12/7/2019.
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SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
AT
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
ATTENTION:
All graduating seniors and students currently enrolled or any church
member pursuing post-secondary education.
Your church supports your continuing education and awards several scholarships each year. You are
encouraged to apply for one of those listed below.
The General Scholarship Fund is available to any church member who is either a high school senior
enrolled in, or intending to study at the college, university, or graduate level, or any church member
pursuing post-secondary education. Applicants need to have been accepted or are attending a
college or university in order for the funds to be awarded. Award considerations include church
involvement during and after high school.
The Loretta Thompson Pond Scholarship was established in 1995 and is for graduating high school
seniors who are members of this church. Criteria for the Pond Scholarship include service to the
church and the community, involvement in church activities, academic achievement, and financial
need.
Applicants for the Loretta Thompson Pond Scholarship need to complete the General Scholarship
Fund Application as well; two letters of reference and one essay are also required.
Scholarship Applications are available on our website (www.fccucc.org) under the GROW heading,
or by calling the church office at 799-3361. Completed applications need to be returned to the
church office by Friday, March 15. If you have questions after reading the applications, direct them to
scholarship@fccucc.org or the church office.
Comments from recent scholarship recipients:
“I am beyond grateful for the love and support from all of you and my church family as I
further my education.”
“Thank you very much for the scholarship…Growing up in this church I have learned what it
means to be a part of something bigger than myself.“
“I am so blessed to be surrounded by such a supportive and generous community.”
“Thank you to the individuals who have changed my world for the better.”
Scholarship Committee:
Jeri Sides, Sally Sutton, Barbara Powers, Judy Kimball and Cindy Maddox
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EASTER PLANT MEMORIALS & CELEBRATIONS
This Easter, our church is once again offering you the opportunity to honor loved ones in memory, or in
celebration of a special person/event in your life.
The Memorial or Celebration plant(s) offered will be pots of traditional Easter lilies, tulips or daffodils.
If you do not wish to purchase a plant and still would like to honor your loved ones in memoriam or in
celebration, a gift can be made to the First Congregational Church, UCC Memorial Fund.
A list of all memorials, celebrations and gifts will be included in the order of worship on Easter
Sunday, April 21.
Please complete this form to order one or more lily, daffodil or tulip plants, or to make a gift to our
Memorial Fund and return to the office by Monday, April 12.
EASTER PLANTS (Please Print)
I would like to order the following plant(s):
Lily
Daffodil
Tulip
at $9.00 each, in
 Memory of:_________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________



Celebration of:______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
From: _________________________________________________________________________




I’ll pick up my plant(s) on Easter morning following the 11:00 a.m. service.
Please deliver my plant(s) to a friend at home.

MEMORIAL GIFTS:
I would like to make a gift of $________, in

 Memory

of:_________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________



Celebration of:_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
From: _________________________________________________________________________
Total amount enclosed: $__________
Name:__________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________
Phone :____________________
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It is easy to feel overwhelmed when we look at all the areas of need in God’s
world: there is hunger, sickness, and injustice in so many communities. It is easy to
feel there is nothing we can do to help. We can feel trapped by hopelessness and
fear that what little we can do—won’t have an impact. But there is hope! Better yet:
we are that hope!
In Ephesians 3:20 the Apostle Paul writes, “by the power at work within us,” God is able to “accomplish abundantly
more than we can ask or imagine”
Archbishop Desmond Tutu said, “We are the agents of transformation that God uses to transfigure this world”
Wishing and dreaming of a better world means nothing if we don’t realize that God gives us community to practice
love and compassion. We cannot only care for ourselves, but we must also care about those around us, both near
and far. Our gifts become part of a loving legacy in ways we can’t foresee. Our gifts become blessings to people we
don’t know and blesses in ways we can’t expect. We can make a difference beyond what we can imagine.
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is a special offering of the United Church of Christ, and our church has been a devoted partner to help make sure UCC will be able to continue its various helping programs. We will be receiving your
gifts on March 11 (or before). You can pick up an OGHS envelopes in the sanctuary or chapel and in other locations
around the church; or you can gift on-line. Please note OGHS on the memo line of your check.
Thank you for your generous gift. ~ The Mission and Outreach Team
For more information go to http://www.ucc.org/oghs .

Beyond Polarization –
A Workshop on Ethics and Moral Reasoning
NOTE:
Due to unforeseen scheduling conflicts, the dates for this
workshop have been changed to MARCH 3 and 10 (2 sessions),
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in Davidson Lounge.

The workshop will explore different ethical approaches that most of us use, consciously or not, to make
“good” decisions and to decide our positions on public issues. Through a case study on the issue of assisted
dying, we will then explore the “integrative ethics” approach, a way of getting beyond being polarized into
opposing camps. We will also learn a bit about a new national movement, “Better Angels” which seeks to
promote respectful conversation between “red state” and “blue state” America.
Facilitated by Rev. Dr. Marvin Ellison and Rev. Jill Saxby. All are welcome. Please let us know you’d like to
join us by emailing jjs@fccucc.org or calling the office at 799-3361.
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WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS
The following people became members of First Congregational Church on February 10. Please join us in welcoming:
Brian and Malia Delacruz --Brian and Malia moved to Maine in 2013 from Brooklyn, New York.
Together they decided to send their son, Henry, to the Discovery Center for pre-school and enjoyed
the community it fostered. They wanted to continue expanding that community by joining First
Congregational Church. Henry is now 6, and Brian and Malia plan on having their 3 year old son, Oliver, start at the Discovery Center in the fall. Brian enjoys intermediate woodworking and playing basketball and Malia enjoys yoga and knitting.

Jim McClaine -- Jim is an electrical engineer turned business manager who worked for 44 years in the
railway supply business. He retired to Kennebunk but soon moved to Seattle to be near grandchildren
where he and his wife saw a lot of high school basketball games. In May of 2017 Jim and Kay moved
back to Maine and purchased a condominium in downtown Portland. In the summer they live at their
Camp on Mousam Lake in Shapleigh.
Kay E. McClaine -- Kay was born in Maine but has spent many years living in other states. She has had
several interesting jobs including reviewing claims from the “Safe Medical Device Act” Program and
reviewing results of clinical Drug Trials. Kay is an RN and has a BS in Business with a prograd certification in gerontology. She has her husband have two daughters, one in Chicago and the other in
Seattle, and four grandchildren.

Kathy Tarpo -- Kathy is originally from Indiana. She moved to Maine in 1980 and has lived in Cape
Elizabeth since 1983. Kathy is a single mother of a son who is in college. She is the horticulture
teacher at Portland Arts and Technology High School.

Please join all of us at FCC UCC in welcoming our new members!

PER CAPITA CONTRIBUTIONS
Have you made your 2019 donation towards your Per Capita dues? This is the $15 annual fee that the
church pays on your behalf to the Cumberland Association and the Maine Conference of the United Church
of Christ. We appreciate your help in meeting this financial and covenantal obligation.
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Clynk & AmazonSmile
Just over a year ago our congregation started Clynk and AmazonSmile. I'm happy to report both programs
have been successful in generating funds for our church. Clynk, in just 13 months has raised $453.00 for our
Mission and Outreach team. Overall, the MO team uses these funds at their discretion to support local,
national, and international outreach. As a local example, they recently voted to give funds to the Climate
Justice team’s Earth Day Celebrations. Stay tuned for a schedule of events.
Amazon smile has generated $31.59 and can be used at the council's discretion.
We hope you continue to grab, fill, and drop off your clynk bags to Hannaford. Clynk bags can be found in
the narthex, at coffee hour, or in the office. For those who shop on Amazon, consider using AmazonSmile
and this link (https://smile.amazon.com/ch/01-0229763). A small portion of the sale will be donated to
our congregation.
Any questions can be directed to Jess at jessdeeproctor@gmail.com or 207-671-1366.

MEMORIALS/DEDICATIONS
ALTAR FLOWERS
March 3 - In loving memory of Elizabeth Cannell, from her children and grandchildren Alex, Meghan
Livingston and Christie Cannell.

March 10 - In loving memory of Patricia Harmon for her birthday on March 12 from her daughter, Peggy
Murray.
March 17 - In loving memory of Kathleen and George Doering and Daniel A. BaRoss from the family of
Robert P. BaRoss.
March 24 - In loving memory of Lou Allen Nichols and Laurence Allen from their daughter, Donna Allen.
STEEPLE LIGHTING
February 24 to March 2 - In loving memory of Gordon Mitchell from his family.
March 10 to 16 - In loving memory of John, Madelyn and Gary Stephens from Glenn and Jane Foster and
family.

March 17 to 23 - In loving memory of Fred Gedney from his daughter, Gin Micucci, and family.
Please call the church office to dedicate the Steeple in remembrance or celebration of loved ones.
Consider placing flowers on the church altar in memory of a loved one or in celebration of a wonderful life
moment such as a special birthday or anniversary. You can order these from a florist to be delivered or buy
flowers at Hannafords or the farmers market and arrange a simple bouquet.
The Mission Globe is another choice for remembering asylum seekers and countries in strife.
To reserve a Sunday, please email: danawig@gmail.com
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Ash Wednesday Services
There is a myth--or at least a common misperception--among Protestants that Ash Wednesday is either 1) depressing,
or 2) just for Catholics. Neither is the case. Our Ash Wednesday service is a contemplative service that offers everyone
an opportunity to pause and reflect on our common humanity. The first service, at 12:00 noon, will last no more than
30 minutes to enable people to get back to work. The second service is at 7:30 p.m. for those unable to make it during
the daytime. Childcare will be provided during the evening service.

