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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
For those who live without 
sufficient food, water, 
shelter, or safety; for 
veterans and those in active 
service; for peace and 
peacemakers; for areas in 
strife around the world. 

  

Prayers for Beverly 
Hastings, rehabilitating at 
The Cedars;  
 
Prayers for Jim Ekedahl, 
preparing for 
chemotherapy and 
radiation treatments; 
 
Prayers for Betty 
Deschenes, recovering at 
Cedars;  
 
Prayers for Thatcher Lord, 
brother of Debbie Riley. 

  

 

 
  
 
 
 

Phone:  207.799.3361        Fax:  207.799.4095               E-mail:  office@fccucc.org 

 
 

June 5 Third Sunday after Pentecost—Founder’s Day 
  8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship with Communion 
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Communion and Meetinghouse Choir 
  Cindy Maddox will give the message. Fellowship time follows. 
 
 
June 12 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship  
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir 
  Cindy Maddox will give the message. Fellowship time follows 

  with lemonade on the porch. 
 
 
June 19 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday  
 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir. 
  Cindy Maddox will give the message. Fellowship time follows 

  with lemonade on the porch. 
 

 

June 26 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir  
  Cindy Maddox will give the message. Fellowship time follows 

  with lemonade on the porch. 
 

 
 

Visit our web site:  www.fccucc.org 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS BEGIN JUNE 20 

8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

mailto:office@fccucc.org
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MISSION GLOBE, ALTAR FLOWERS & 
STEEPLE REMEMBRANCES 
 
For Steeple dedications, please call the 
church office. 
 
To remember or celebrate loved ones 
with flowers  on the altar or light the 
Mission Globe, please contact Dana 
Wiggins at danawig@gmail.com . 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES ACTIVITIES 
Thursday, June 2—SAM meeting at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, June 15—Lunch and 
Fun at noon in the Laity Room.  
Bring a boxed lunch and stay to 
play a board game after lunch. 
 
Thursday, June 23—meet at 
church and leave at 11:30 a.m. for 
lunch at Ken’s in Scarborough. 

MAKING CONNECTIONS 
Our new Care & Connections team is working on ways to help us connect with one anoth-
er. One way we do this is through similar interests. With this in mind, we are claiming the 
curved hallway that runs beside the sanctuary as our “Connections Corridor.” We will 
soon install a bulletin board where we will post notices of people looking for other like-

minded folks to gather together. Would you like to hike with other church members? Are you interested 
in writing? Want to join with other parents of preschoolers? This will be the place you go to post your    
interest or to see the interests of others. We also will have a section where you can post jobs you need 
done, or work you’re available to perform, or items you have for sale. It’s an old fashioned community 
bulletin board, which we will supplement by listing things on Facebook as well. Watch for this to appear in 
the next few weeks. And let Cindy Maddox know if you’d like to help. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL UPDATE  
We are doing well with volunteers and camp-
ers. We still have some space available, so 
don't be shy, it is not too late to register.  
 
If you would like to help with 
Surf Shack, but can't make the 
daily schedule perhaps you 
would like to donate food  for 
Vacation Bible School? We use 
lots of fruit and juice for our 
VBS snacks. For example, melons, grapes, pine-
apple rings, bananas etc. A specific list by day 
will be posted in the narthex soon. 
 
We have approximately 24 volunteers each day 
at the Surf Shack. As an appreciation treat 
for  them, it would be nice  to have some cook-
ies, donuts or brownies tucked away in the 
kitchen. If you would like to bake some cookies 
that week, I know they will be appreciated. 

SUMMER SUNDAYS 
Summer Sundays start next 
week! What do summer Sundays 
look like at FCC? Besides lemon-
ade and goodies on the patio, we 
will have nursery childcare 
scheduled for children 5 and under in the Nurse-
ry. The Game Room (also upstairs, 2nd floor) is 
supervised, but geared for older children who 
like to play board games or use the X-box. Ms. 
Anne will have some light projects and a quiet 
room available through June. July and     August 
will be Nursery and Game Room only. Ms. Anne 
returns on August 28 and will resume activities 
and the quiet room until classes begin on      
September 18. 
 

SAVE THE DATE—our Church Picnic will be held 
on Sunday, September 11. 
 

mailto:danawig@gmail.com


WALKING THE LABYRINTH: AN ANCIENT SPIRITUAL TRADITION 
Through funds from the Dream Initiative, we now have the     
opportunity to participate in an ancient spiritual practice: walk-
ing a labyrinth.  
 
For those not familiar with this practice: the labyrinth has been 
used as a spiritual tool in many cultures and religious traditions. 
Examples of different labyrinths have been found at ancient sites 
throughout the world. In the middle ages, labyrinths were placed 
in some cathedrals so that Christians could walk them in a sacred 
place. Probably the most famous is in the stone floor of Chartres 
Cathedral, France, which was constructed around 1201 AD.     
Medieval Christians visited Chartres (and other cathedrals) and 
walked the labyrinth as an alternative to taking a hazardous    

pilgrimage to Jerusalem to walk in the “footsteps of Christ.” Modern “pilgrims” walk labyrinths as one of 
many tools to enhance prayer, contemplation, meditation, and/or personal growth. 
 
Unlike a maze, a labyrinth is not designed to confuse or bewilder. There are no blind alleys, no wrong 
turns. There is a single pathway leading in and out. All you have to do is put one foot in front of the   
other and you will safely get to the center and back out again. A labyrinth is a perfect symbol of our   
spiritual journey because life is full of twists and turns, but still we are led to the center. Throughout the 
walk, we rely on our faith and trust that the winding path truly leads to God, the center of our life. When 
we walk the labyrinth with the presence of God, even amid life’s twists and turns, we will find our way 
back home. 
 
Our new labyrinth is the Chartres design (above), painted on canvas.  Although they are not visible to 
the eye, underneath the path are written words of peace in sixteen different languages, along with the 
psalm prayer “Guide our feet into the way of peace.” We will have a dedication service and first walking 
of the labyrinth at a special event on June 25 starting at 1:00 p.m. in Guptill Hall. Later we will set up a 
scheduled time each month when it will be open to our church and the wider community. Please come 
on June 25 to learn about and participate in this beautiful spiritual practice.  

NATIONAL UCC YOUTH CONFERENCE THIS SUMMER—Our church is sending 11 excited youth and 2 brave 
chaperones to the United Church of Christ National Youth Event in July.  We have set a fundraising goal of 
$11,000 to help offset the cost of the trip.  You can help us reach this goal in the following ways: 
1. Hire our  church youth to help with pet sitting,  babysitting, housecleaning, yard work and other odd 

jobs. Please contact our Youth Minister Sara Bartlett (sara@fccucc.org) for more information or to 
schedule services from our youth.                     

2. Bring your Returnables to church. We  have placed a receptacle to 
collect bottles and cans outside of Wright Pavilion.                                        
 
We will have more events in the next Beacon. Look for the poster with 
our fundraising goal thermometer outside of Wright Pavilion to see 
how we are doing with our efforts! 
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2016 SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 

The Committee organizes and facilitates the process for church members to receive financial support 
for post secondary education. Awards are made through two funds: the General Scholarship Fund and 
the Loretta Thompson Pond Scholarship Fund. Each scholarship fund has specific criteria for applicants 
to qualify. 

The General Scholarship Fund includes income from the following: the Robison Scholarship Fund, the 
Douglas Hitchcox Scholarship Fund, the Jim & Helen Otis Scholarship Fund, the Vinton & Marion C.  
Lewis Scholarship Fund, the Lester & Elizabeth Fogg Scholarship Fund, and the Robert B. Follansbee 
Scholarship Fund. 

Because of the foresight and generosity of the people who created and support these funds, First    
Congregational Church is able to award eight General Scholarships this year totaling over $16,000. 

It is a pleasure for the Committee to award the 2016 General Scholarships to Olivia Booth-Howe, 
Christie Cannell, Casey Fournier, Alex Livingston, Rachel Lockwood, Lauren Magnuson, Hannah 
Skeffington, and Silas Zechman. 

In addition to the General Scholarships, the church also awards the Loretta Thompson Pond Scholar-
ship, established in 1995 by the family and friends of Loretta Pond. Loretta had a love of education that 
began as a small child, extended through her choice of profession as a teacher, and was then passed on 
to her children. She spent the majority of her free time involved in the education of her children and 
the children of her community. This scholarship is given over the course of four years to a graduating 
high school senior based on service to church and community, involvement with church activities,     
academic achievement, and financial need. 

The Committee is pleased to name Alexandria Bakke as the 2016 recipient of the Loretta Thompson 
Pond Scholarship. 

Scholarship Sunday was May 1, and members who are pursuing secondary education were awarded 
scholarships to help offset the huge expense of education. The nine recipients were recognized and 
wished the best in their endeavors. 

We thank you, the congregation and donors, for the privilege of administering this wonderful program 
for our church. 

Scholarship Committee: Jeri Sides, Sally Sutton, Lee and Jane Taylor, Judy Kimball, and Cindy Maddox. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
The Prayer Shawl knitters have been very productive. Our shawls are 
prayer-filled and waiting for good homes. If you know someone who 
would appreciate the gift of a shawl, please contact Darla Harris at 
799.6773. The recipient does not have to be a member of our church. 
They can be a family member or friend experiencing a rough patch on 
the road of life or simply needing to know they are loved. We invite 
you to add your prayers to ours and warm someone’s body and spirit. 
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FAIR TRADE ALERT 
Orders for Fair Trade coffee and tea will be only be taken on June 12. Ordinarily, we would be 
taking orders on June 5 as well, but as that is the date on which we honor our Elders, we are 

restricting order taking to just the 12th.  Orders will be available for pick 
up on July 3, in Wright Pavilion or at the church office.  The next order 
date won’t be until September 25, so plan ahead so that you will have 
plenty of Fair Trade coffee and tea available for all your summer compa-
ny! Yes, summer is really coming.  Just have faith! 

CELEBRATE YOUR SPECIAL OCCASSION WITH THE MISSION MALL 
This is the time of year when we are blessed with many reasons to 
celebrate. With the Mission Mall, our church's alternative gift   
program, you can make a contribution to a local charity in honor of 
your loved one's special occasion--Graduation, Father's Day, even 
Weddings. For each contribution made, you will receive a beautiful 
greeting card graced with the name of our congregation. Look for 

the Mission Mall basket in the Church Office. 
 
"One of the best-selling books for weeks has been guidance on how to deal with accu-
mulated clutter in one's home (and life). That this book would be a best-seller sends a 
clear message. A gift through the      Mission Mall does not add to anyone's 'clutter,' 
and provides some very valuable support for a worthy cause chosen by the donor."    ~ 
Friend of the Mission Mall 

HAVE YOU LOST A RHINOCEROUS (toy), your child’s sneakers, eyeglasses, one earing?  If 
you have lost any of these or other items at church, please call or stop by the office. 

CHILDREN’S MUSEUM & THEATRE OF MAINE 
We are happy to announce that our church 
now has a membership pass to the Children’s 
Museum & Theatre! Church members may use 
this pass for free admission to the Museum for 
up to six people (in one group) per day. Please 

call or stop by the Church Office 
to reserve the date that you 
would like to visit the Museum 
and we will issue a pass. For in-
formation about Museum activi-
ties and hours, visit the Museum 
web site at www.kitetails.org   
 

WOMEN’S  CELEBRATION 
The 10th UCC Women’s Celebration is being 
planned for April 6-8, 2018.  The celebration 
will be held in Portland and organization is be-
ginning to happen.  Not only do we need all 
the help we can get but there are many things 
more easily done by people close by.   
 
Committee members are from all over New 
England and although there are leaders in 
place, these women need our help.  Please 
contact the church office or Kathy Sahrbeck if 
you would like more information or know you 
could help.  Thank you! 
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