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Deadline for the March BEACON is Friday, February 18. Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org

Looking Ahead in Worship
February 3
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Chapel Worship with Communion
Sanctuary Worship with Communion,
Meetinghouse Choir and Sunday School
Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.

February 10
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Chapel Worship
Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.

February 17
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
Chapel Worship
Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.

February 24
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
Chapel Worship
Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
enough food, water, shelter,
or safety; for veterans and
those in active service; for
peace and peacemakers; for
areas in strife around the
world.

Prayers for:
Francis Jane Addor
Dick Kelley
Ina Wetmore
Peter Cotter
Karen Ellis
Stephen Fox
Jan Maddox
Evie Strom
The Jellison’s niece Ashley
All those who grieve

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday,
9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Phone: 207.799.3361; Fax: 207.799.4095

E-mail: office@fccucc.org

Web site: www.fccucc.org

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES:
Lunch at the Good Table Restaurant on Thursday,
January 31. People can meet at the Church at
11:30 a.m. or at the restaurant at 11:45 a.m.
Please RSVP by calling the Church at 799-3361 by
Tuesday, January 29.

COMING TO FCCUCC
MARCH 30

Matinee featuring Milo and Otis on Thursday,
February 7, in the Davidson Lounge. The Show
starts at 1:30 p.m. No other movie trailers will be
shown so don’t be late or you’ll miss the
beginning.

We are hardly done with one concert when we look
forward to the next one. Carrie Newcomer is a
Grammy-winning songwriter, performer and educator. She has been described as a “prairie mystic” by
the Boston Globe and one who “asks all the right
questions” by Rolling Stone. It’s taken over a year
to schedule her performance here at our church.
The tickets are already up for sale on Brown Paper
Tickets - and 8 were bought the first night. You will
be hearing more about her over the next two
months; you can easily listen to her music on-line.

SAM Meeting on Thursday, February 21, at
1:00 p.m.
Lunch at the Dunstan Tap & Table Restaurant on
Thursday, February 28. Please meet at the Church
at 11:30 a.m. or at the restaurant at 12:00 p.m.
Please RSVP by Monday, February 25, by calling
the Church (799-3361) if you plan to attend.

Basic concert information:

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, March 30

SAM also has a monthly newsletter, “Senior
Moments,” that highlights our activities for those
over 55 years old. If you would like to be on our
mailing list, just call the office (799.3361).

TICKETS: $30/$35 day of. Available on-line at Newcomer.brownpapertickets.com. We will be selling
them at church and Nonesuch Books.
QUESTIONS: Call Elinor @ 650-8579

JUNIOR YOUTH
(6 -8 graders and friends)
th

th

Rollerskating! This was a top “vote-getter” at our recent planning meeting, so we’re heading to Happy Wheels on SUNDAY, February 10, 2019. Adult leaders: Jill Saxby and Rich Mead. We’ll meet
in the Youth Room by 11:30 a.m. and head out at 11:45 a.m., plan to be back at church by 2:30 p.m. Bring a
friend/older sibling if you wish. Cost: $6.50 admission, Skate rental: $2; in-line skates: $3. Some snacks
available on-site. We can offer (confidential) help if cost is a hardship for anyone: Just email Jill at
jjs@fccucc.org.
YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER FOR THIS ACTIVITY SO WE CAN PLAN FOR CAR-POOLING.
Parents: Please watch your email for more details and a permission slip to fill out.
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MEMORIALS/DEDICATIONS
ALTAR FLOWERS
February 17 - In loving memory of Don ‘Lefty’
Files by his wife, Janice.

The CARE AND CONNECTIONS Team’s official
mission is to facilitate and foster relationships
at FCCUCC that demonstrate love for each other
in attitudes and actions. Okay, now for plain English, these are some activities in which we participate:


Prayers and Provisions - A group of volunteers who make casseroles for people in
time of need.
 Chop and Chat - a Care Group who cooks
and freezes casseroles to supplement the
freshly cooked meals of Prayers and Provisions.
 Cookies for College - bakers who make
cookies for first year college students during
first semester exams.
We maintain the Care and Connections bulletin
board to connect people with similar interests or
needs.
We participate by any other means that we believe will help people connect with each other
and know we care.
Now that you know what the Care and Connections Team does, we would ask about your interest in joining our team. Although we have very
active members there aren’t enough of us to do
all the work. Since we believe we do good work
we don’t want to “burn out” and hope you would
consider joining us. Please let us know of your
interest. Thank you.

MISSION GLOBE
February 3 - In loving memory of Bill Harris,
by his wife, Darla.
STEEPLE LIGHTING
February 4 to March 2 - In loving memory of
Gordon Mitchell from his family.
Please call the church office to dedicate the
Steeple in remembrance or celebration of
loved ones.
Consider placing flowers on the church altar
in memory of a loved one or in celebration of
a wonderful life moment such as a special
birthday or anniversary. You can order these
from a florist to be delivered or buy flowers
at Hannafords or the farmers market and
arrange a simple bouquet.
The Mission Globe is another choice for
remembering asylum seekers and countries
in strife.

Children’s Closet Request
The Closet appreciates all donations of children’s clothes and
toys. However, lately, we have been getting
bags of stuff clearly intended for the Rummage
Sale in and around our donation box. Please
wait until a date closer to the date of the Rummage Sale, to bring in your stuff. The Closet
does not have room to store rummage nor does the church.
Thank you for your patience.
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SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
AT
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
ATTENTION:
All graduating seniors and students currently enrolled or any church
member pursuing post-secondary education.
Your church supports your continuing education and awards several scholarships each year. You are
encouraged to apply for one of those listed below.
The General Scholarship Fund is available to any church member who is either a high school senior
enrolled in, or intending to study at the college, university, or graduate level, or any church member
pursuing post-secondary education. Applicants need to have been accepted or are attending a
college or university in order for the funds to be awarded. Award considerations include church
involvement during and after high school.
The Loretta Thompson Pond Scholarship was established in 1995 and is for graduating high school
seniors who are members of this church. Criteria for the Pond Scholarship include service to the
church and the community, involvement in church activities, academic achievement, and financial
need.
Applicants for the Loretta Thompson Pond Scholarship need to complete the General Scholarship
Fund Application as well; two letters of reference and one essay are also required.
Scholarship Applications will be available by January 29, from our website (www.fccucc.org)
under the GROW heading, or by calling the church office at 799-3361. Completed applications need
to be returned to the church office by Friday, March 15. If you have questions after reading the applications, direct them to scholarship@fccucc.org or the church office.
Comments from recent scholarship recipients:
“I am beyond grateful for the love and support from all of you and my church family as I
further my education.”
“Thank you very much for the scholarship…Growing up in this church I have learned what it
means to be a part of something bigger than myself.“
“I am so blessed to be surrounded by such a supportive and generous community.”
“Thank you to the individuals who have changed my world for the better.”
Scholarship Committee:
Jeri Sides, Sally Sutton, Barbara Powers, Judy Kimball and Cindy Maddox
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FAMILY PROMISE
As of November 2018, Family Promise had served 23 families. Of that number, 16 families have been
housed successfully. Perhaps as significant is that of those 16 families, all have remained settled in their
housing. Five families had left the program before settlement and 2 were currently being served.
FCC has now hosted 6 times. Our church is part of a rotation that includes 12 other Portland area
churches. Families have commented on how much they enjoy the food, having separate bedrooms and
the space for activities upstairs and down, and the Children’s Closet being open one night during their
stay.
While there have been challenges, for the most part, things have gone smoothly. We learned very quickly
that the success of the program has to do with two things: (1) the appreciative guests, who are
determined to find permanent housing and are especially grateful for the space each church makes
available; and (2) the wonderful volunteers who share in essential ways - providing delicious and varied
food, organizing activities, being present during the overnight, etc. Our wonderful volunteers ensure that
our guests are offered genuine hospitality.
Our next hosting is March 10-17. The sign-up has gone out. We have discovered that some people have
favorite slots they like to fill, given their schedules and interests. If the sign-up is too cumbersome for you,
please speak to any one of us, and we will see that you are assisted with being able to take part. As
always, as soon as we learn of volunteer trainings, we will post those dates so others might join as volunteers.
And yes, the 11 year old Shy Pace, one of the two girls who sang at Janet Mills’ Inauguration, is the same
girl who stayed with us before her family found housing. Tjimetja says so many people have trouble pronouncing her name that she has simplified!
Family Promise is a small program in the larger picture that is homelessness, but as noted, Family Promise
is effectively placing families in their own housing. We believe it is a privilege that FCCUCC can take part
in and be challenged by this beneficial ministry of care.
Thank you!
Debra and Tim Honey & Linda and Peter Foss
Coordinators

SAVE THE DATE!
Tuesday, March 5
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Shrove Tuesday
Mardi Gras
Intergenerational
Pancake Supper.
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Eskimo Club
After several months of consideration, discussion, and constitution & bylaw updating, the Eskimo Men’s Club has unanimously changed its name to Eskimo Club and gladly invites women to
join. These are exciting times and this is an excellent opportunity to enhance the Eskimo Club. Here is some basic
information about the Eskimos:
҉ The Eskimo Club is intended to promote good fellowship and further the interests of the Church.
҉ Membership is open to pretty much everyone (must support the objectives of the Club, be of good moral
character, and agree to abide by the Club’s constitution and bylaws; you do not need to be a member of
the Church).
҉ Meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the month, October through May.
҉ Suppers are provided at each meeting, at a cost of $10 per person (this may increase next fall).
҉ Each meeting includes some sort of program. Typical programs are musical groups (e.g. steel drum band
or guitar singer) or speakers (e.g. FBI executive, South Portland city planner).
҉ Annual dues are $5.
The next meeting is on Wednesday, February 6. Because meals are part of the meetings, it is important to let us know
if you are interested in attending by Sunday, February 3rd. If you are interested in attending, or if you have any questions, please contact Rich Mead (Eskimo President; 807-4663; RichMead@kw.com) or Walter Jellison (Eskimo Membership Chair; 518-0874; wjellison@maine.rr.com). We look forward to seeing you at the next meeting!!

Beyond Polarization –
A Workshop on Ethics and Moral Reasoning
It’s become commonplace to lament how polarized American society has become in recent years. Experts in sociology, political science, psychology, history and religion offer (competing) theories about the great divides that seem
to be yawning open between factions in our nation, our communities, our families. There’s a lot of anger and
shouting out there, on both sides of virtually every issue, but little useful conversation across the divide(s).
This three-session workshop will explore another way. Over three sessions, we will explore some of the basic ethical systems that most of us use (consciously or not) to make “good” or “moral” decisions and to decide our own
positions on issues. We will then explore another approach – getting beyond entrenched positions of “right” and
“wrong” to a more open-hearted, integrative approach to ethical decision-making and conversation about tough
issues. The final session will focus on a case study -- a particular issue that voters will likely need to make a decision
about in the near future -- to see what happens when we try a different approach to “doing ethics.”
JOIN US!! -- Please let Jill know if you will be attending (jjs@fccucc.org) or phone (799-3361) or just show up – all
are welcome!
When/Where: Sundays, February 17, February 24 and March 3, 2019, 11:30 a.m.- 1:00 p.m., Davidson Lounge
Co-Leaders: Rev. Dr. Marvin Ellison. A scholar-activist and member of FCCUCC, Marvin taught Christian
ethics for 32 years at Bangor Theological Seminary. The author of Making Love Just: Sexual Ethics for
Perplexing Times, Marvin serves as a consultant for the Maine Death with Dignity campaign and is a volunteer
chaplain for Planned Parenthood. He lives in Portland with his partner Frank Brooks.
Rev. Jill Job Saxby, FCCUCC Bridge Associate Pastor. An ordained minister and attorney, Jill served for 8 years as
Executive Director of the Maine Council of Churches, where she worked with nine denominations to find their common ethical positions on a wide variety public policy issues and to communicate them to the legislature, media and
public. (Fortunately, she had taken as many of Marvin’s classes at BTS as possible!)
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