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Looking Ahead in Worship
December 3
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

First Sunday of Advent
Chapel Worship with Communion
Sanctuary Worship with Communion, Meetinghouse
Choir and Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the
message. Fellowship time follows in Guptill Hall with
Advent Wreath-making.

December 10
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Chapel Worship
Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir, Children’s
Choir and Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the
message. Fellowship time follows in Guptill Hall with
Kids’ Quarter Store.

December 17
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Chapel Worship
Sanctuary Worship and Children’s Christmas Pageant.
Fellowship time follows with the Eskimos Cookie and
Fudge Sale.

December 21
7:00 p.m.

Longest Night
Chapel Service for those who are struggling this season.

December 24
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir
Cindy Maddox will give the message.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
sufficient food, water, shelter, or
safety; for veterans and those in
active service; for peace and
peacemakers; for areas in strife
around the world.
Prayers for Heather Allen;
Prayers for Bob Buckwalter;
Prayers for Debbie Conlon;
Prayers for Peter Cotter;
Prayers for Jim Ekedahl;
Prayers for Karen Ellis;
Prayers for Donna Morong;
Prayers for Andrea Morse;
Prayers for Joseph & Alicia
Shortill;
Prayers for Mary Suessmann;
Prayers for all who grieve.

5:00 p.m.

9:00 p.m.

Phone: 207.799.3361; Fax: 207.799.4095

Christmas Eve
Family service with carols and a simple telling of the
story, along with a surprise for each child, followed by a
birthday party for Jesus. ASL interpreted for members
of the deaf community.
Worship with carols, readings, Meetinghouse Choir and
Candlelight

E-mail: office@fccucc.org

Web site: www.fccucc.org

MISSION GLOBE, ALTAR FLOWERS &
STEEPLE REMEMBRANCES
MISSION GLOBE:
December 3—In celebration of our
wonderful children Garrett and Shana,
from Shaun and Sheryl Kieran
ALTAR FLOWERS:
December 10—In loving memory of
Robert “Bob” Foster, from Carolyn and
family

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES ACTIVITIES
Friday, December 1—RSVP soon for a 12:00 p.m.
lunch at SMCC. It will be a sit-down meal and costs
$16, which includes a four course meal, tax and
gratuities.
Friday, December 8—we will leave the church at
1:00 p.m. for a matinee performance of the “Magic of
Christmas”, The last “Magic” for Robert Moody.
Tickets are first come, first served, at $20.

December 24—Poinsettias from families
in memoriam/celebration

Thursday, December 14—SAM meeting at 1:00 p.m.
We’d love to hear your ideas for activities in 2018.

STEEPLE DEDICATIONS:
December 10-16—In loving memory of
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Dennison, Keith, Jr. and
Kathy, from Joan Dennison, Kim, Chris and
Sarah Ferrell

Wednesday, December 20—There will be a Christmas
Cookie Exchange at Sue Stevens’ house (51 Kaler Rd.,
SP) at 1:00 p.m. Cookies are not necessary for
admission to the party.

December 17-23—In loving memory of
George & Mena Geer, Steve Geer
(parents and brother), from Daryl Geer,
Deborah Atlwell and Chuck Geer
December 24-30—In loving memory of
Marietta French, from her daughters
Alice Burrowes and Stacey Kenkermath,
sons Todd and Brent Burrowes,
Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren
To remember or celebrate loved ones
with flowers on the altar or light the
Mission Globe, please contact Dana
Wiggins at danawig@gmail.com .

Thursday, January 18- SAM meeting at 1:00.

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION is ongoing, so
don’t forget to register your child!
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Do you have 1-1/2 to 2 hours a week to help with the
Food Pantry, or 1-1/2 to 2 hours a month to help
with The Beacon or Senior Moments? Please call the
Church Office if you would like to help.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT—DECEMBER 17
Official pageant sign ups have started! We have a new script being
written by Pastor Cindy. All ages encouraged as this will be tailored
to interest. This means teens and tweens, and seniors too! Please
stop by the "Sign up Table" or Contact Elizabeth Scifres at
EKA@maine.rr.com.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
On August 13, we welcomed Richard Pitre as a
new member. Rich has two, grown step-children
and three younger children. He is in his eighth
year at SMCC and loves teaching philosophy,
music and oral communication. Rich is also
developing a music program for UMA at the
women’s prison in Windham and teaching
philosophy for Endicott College at our local
USCG base. Besides teaching, he works as a
performing musician. Rich started his teaching
career in Belize (before it was found by the
tourists) and has taught Kindergarten to
graduate school. When Rich isn’t volunteering or
chairing meetings, in his spare (?) time he enjoys
bicycling and hiking.
On November 19, we welcomed new members
to our congregation:
Donald (Don) Hamlin was raised in South
Portland, has two grown children (Alicia and
Sean), and is a grandparent to Lane. Throughout
his management and accounting career, his
work has taken him to many cities from

Southern Florida to mid-state Alaska. The first
church he attended as a child was this
Congregational Church. Don enjoys camping,
canoeing, working with children and youth of all
ages. He also likes most anything to do with
governing bodies/committees. Don is thankful to
be a member of FCCUCC.
Heather Payson lives in Cape Elizabeth with her
son Beck, two cats and a dog. She is an editor and
an amateur puppeteer. Beck is a senior at Cape
Elizabeth High School and Portland Arts and
Technology High School. Heather participates in
worship services as an usher (A-Team), as a
Coffee Hour Host/server/refreshment provider,
helps in our Library and the Preble Street Soup
Kitchen.
Wally & Maggie Sedgewick are DC natives who
came to Portland for a job. They live with their
puppy in the Parkside neighborhood of Portland
and were married by Marvin Ellison in May of this
year. They are interested in joining this faith
community with its commitment to social justice.

THE KIDS' QUARTER STORE
The fourth annual Kids' Quarter Store will be open on December 10! This unique
opportunity is for children ages birth to 12 years old to shop for gifts for their family and
friends. All items will be sold for 25 cents each. No one over the age of twelve will be
admitted unless accompanied by a child! The sale takes place after Sunday services at
11:15 a.m. in Guptill Hall. We are looking for donations from the congregation for
small, new or gently used, washable items to add to our gift selection. We particularly
want to encourage children to give gifts to friends and siblings so toys, sports equipment and books
would be greatly appreciated. Think small and encourage all in your family to donate. Please leave
items in the church office. Thanks in advance for all your help. ~ Sue Ross (329.7704)

UPDATE FROM FCC FAMILY PROMISE COORDINATORS
The great news: As of November 16, our wonderful FCC community members have filled 77% of the
volunteer tasks for our December 10 – 17 Family Promise Host Week! In this season of Thanksgiving,
please know that we are extremely grateful to all who have found time to participate in Family Promise.
We still have openings on various nights for food and meal providers, evening activity hosts, and overnight hosts, plus one person needed for laundry collection at the end of the week. Contact Debra Honey
at debrafvl@maine.rr.com to volunteer or learn more about the volunteer opportunities.
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Longest Night Service
Thursday, December 21
Know that you are not alone as you struggle through the Christmas season. Join us
even if you would just like to attend a quiet
and contemplative service.
‘TIS THE SEASON TO BE JOLLY—AND GIVING
The Mission Mall is an alternative gift program
which supports a number of local charitable organizations. Make a donation in someone's name and
send them a special Mission Mall Christmas Card.
at any time in the Church Office or on-line at
fccucc.org.

Mitten Tree – When our sanctuary tree is emptied
of envelopes all are welcome to redecorate the
tree with donations of mittens and hats for distribution to homeless children, teens and adults
through Preble Street. Contact: Bob Morse at
799.3361 or rmorse03@maine.rr.com

Community Crisis Ministries Christmas Gifts – the
CCM committee will place ornaments on the
curved wall in the hallway just outside the sanctuary. Individuals and families choose which child’s
wish list they would like to fill. These donations go
to South Portland or Cape Elizabeth children referred to us by General Assistance or social service
agencies serving our communities. Contact:

Traditional Special Offerings: Christmas Offering –
December 17 – Each year the Mission Outreach
Team selects one or more organizations to share
the Christmas offering with our church. This year’s
Christmas split offering plate will fund both our
church and “The Straw – Water is Life”.

Kathy Sahrbeck at 799.3361 (Ext. 112) or
outreach@fccucc.org
Long Creek Christmas Gift Giving - Long Creek Development Center was established for the education and rehabilitation of both male and female
juvenile offenders in southern Maine. Its mission is
to create and provide an opportunity for personal
growth in a safe and secure environment through
a variety of programs. Each year envelopes are
placed on our Sanctuary Christmas Tree when it
first goes up. Each envelope has a list of items a
particular resident has chosen to receive. Separately, gift cards will also be accepted. Contact: Jan
Hamilton at janscout@maine.rr.com or Margaret
Anderson at mga@maine.rr.com

The Christmas Fund – Christmas Eve – December 24
- For 115 years, the Christmas Fund Offering
(formerly called Veterans of the Cross) has been a
means by which we, as members of the United
Church of Christ, live out the mandate to be Christ’s
Body in the world. The Christmas Fund is a ministry
of compassion and care to those who serve our
church. Your giving enables the Pension Boards’
Ministerial Assistance program to provide monetary
assistance to these individuals and families in need.
Contact: Jan Bosse at 799-0528 or
janbosse201@yahoo.com .
Please give what you can. Give what you wish.
Everything helps. Everything is welcomed. Thank
you in advance for your generosity.
~ The Mission and Outreach Team

In the case of the CCM Christmas Gifts and the
Long Creek Christmas Gift Giving, multiple individuals or families can share the ornaments or envelopes so many more wishes can be filled.
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WATERisLIFE - THE STRAW
Christmas Offering 2017
What is the WATERisLIFE water filter straw?
The filter is a portable water purifier, which can be
used in any water source to provide clean and safe
drinking water.
Who needs this filter?
The weakest members of communities are the most
vulnerable. Every day, water-related diseases claim
the lives of 4,100 children under the age of 5. Millions are stricken with preventable diseases because
of the lack of clean water.

How long does the filter last?
The filter can clean more than 800 liters of water
total, or 2-3 liters of water per day. As a comparison, the average child in Africa receives 8 ounces
of water per day. The filter on average will last
one year and will clog internally when it is no
longer effective.
What is the plan once the filters stop working?
The filters are the first step in providing communities with a sustainable clean water source. The
filters are for intervening and providing emergency filtration. Once the straws are distributed, a
team will evaluate additional pure water source
options and, within a year, develop a sustainable,
integrated sanitation plan that includes hygiene
education to not only save lives but to transform
communities.
Each STRAW costs only $10. You can make your
offering by check (note the memo line - STRAW)
or through our website.

How is the filter made?
The filter is made from durable plastic approximately
10 inches in length and 1 inch in diameter. Its components include membranes, iodized crystals and
active carbon, which removes the iodine taste and
medium-sized bacteria and is effective against waterborne bacteria and viruses, such as typhoid, cholera,
E. coli, and dysentery. The two-stage filtration system reduces harmful particles, to a minimal 15 micron.

This Christmas offering will be taken during services during morning services on December 17th
and 24th. As is tradition the offering will be
shared between WATERisLIFE and our Church.
The Mission Outreach Team thanks you for your
generosity.
1 CHILD, 1 STRAW, 1 YEAR… Clean Water

How is the filter used?
The filter acts as a straw. It hangs around the neck of
a child and provides him or her clean, filtered water a basic need for survival. The user places the end of
the filter into the water source and sucks as he or
she would on a regular straw. As the water passes
through the filter it’s cleaned.
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“Come, thou long-expected Jesus.” That’s how the song goes. That’s
how the story goes. The people were waiting for their long-expected
messiah. Each Advent we wait anew for that long-expected (but by
now rather predictable) birth.
But what if it weren’t predictable? What if Christmas was full of
surprise? What if the Christmas Season, instead of including a long
list of expectations and demands, became a season of anticipation—the thrill of hope that this Christmas you might receive all that
your heart desires, all that your soul needs. Not gifts and presents,
but the gift of God’s presence in surprising ways, in every day. Come, thou unexpected Jesus. Come, and be
our surprise.
These are the words of our Advent promotional video, which you can watch here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=lv9dSuo7Oeo. Feel free to share it with your family and friends when you invite them to join you in worship.
Each week in Advent we will look at different messengers of surprise.
Advent 1—December 3
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. The angel appears to Zechariah (Luke 1:5-23)
Advent 2—December 10
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. The angel appears to Mary (Luke 1:26-38)
Advent 3—December 17
8:30 – Surprising stories

10:00 – Christmas pageant full of SURPRISE

Advent 4—December 24
10:00 a.m. The angel appears to Joseph (Matthew 1:18-24)
Christmas Eve Evening Services—December 24
5:00pm—Family Service, ASL-interpreted
9:00pm—Regular Service w/ choir – The angels appear to shepherds (Luke 2:8-20)
(Please notice the different times for Christmas Eve services this year.)

INTERFAITH PRAYER VIGIL TO END GUN VIOLENCE
December 14, 2017 is the five-year anniversary of the deadly
shootings at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, CT.
Since that terrible day, over 150,000 Americans have been killed
by guns and there have been more than 1,500 mass shooting incidents. The annual number of gun deaths
in America increased to over 38,000 in 2016. That's more than the combined populations of South Portland
and Cape Elizabeth.
Our church and Congregation Bet Ha'am are co-sponsoring a Candlelight Prayer Vigil to End Gun Violence
on the anniversary of the Sandy Hook massacre. Join us for prayer and silent reflection from 5:30 to 6 p.m.
outside the church on December 14th. The vigil will move inside if weather is especially cold or inclement.
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A LETTER FROM REV. BOB MORSE
Many of our church members are already aware that with both prayer and some internal struggle, I
have made the decision to resign from my position as the Pastor of Member Care and Visitation for
the church, effective on January 1, 2018. Over the past number of months, it has become abundantly
clear to me that my first priority is the need for me to be at home with Andrea on a far more regular
and consistent basis than has been possible while I have been serving the church.
Since the beginning of March 2014, I have had the privilege of visiting many dozens of wonderful
persons whom I would never otherwise have met because they are most often unable to attend
church services. Many of these persons have been vital church members for 50, 60 or more years,
and have contributed enormously to the life and mission of the church during a large part of their
lives. It is not at all unusual for me to hear a couple say something like: “We were married by Nat
Guptill.” (He was pastor of the church from 1943 – 1951) and they have been members of the church
for all of the intervening years. I have had the opportunity to visit members in retirement homes, in a
wide variety of other different facilities extending from Freeport to Saco, in hospitals where someone
may be briefly or for a major illness, and in members’ homes. In addition, I have led Leisurely Lectionary Bible Study groups, assisted in worship regularly, occasionally conducted worship services, conducted funeral services for church members, and have been involved in other projects as part of the
life of the church.
It has been a great privilege for me to serve the First Congregational Church as a Pastor of Member
Care and Visitation. Andrea and I joined in the year 2000 after visiting for morning worship, and
knowing that this church is where we wanted to belong. During the greatest part of that time, I was
a church member while serving as Chaplain in my professional life at a totally different location. On
January 1, Andrea and I will continue to be church members, and my pastoral role with the church
will have ended. I will then return to my role as one church member among many others. I join the
leaders of the church with prayer as they consider where they will go in terms of staffing for
the future. I have already known, and am now more aware than ever, how critically important the
ministry of pastoral care and visitation is, and trust that it will continue to be strongly supported in
the years to come.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to have served the church and its members in this capacity!
Gratefully,
Bob Morse

WOMEN’S CELEBRATION
The 10th UCC Women’s Celebration is being planned for April 6-8, 2018.
The celebration will be held in Portland and organization is beginning to
happen. Not only do we need all the help we can get but there are many
things more easily done by people close by.
Committee members are from all over New England and although there
are leaders in place, these women need our help. Please contact the
church office or Kathy Sahrbeck if you would like more information or
know you could help. Thank you!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CALENDAR
Dec

3

Classes, Joyful Noise, Advent Wreath Making Workshop Guptill Hall
FCC tradition, hosted by Lisa and Russell Ford. Complete kits can be purchased
for a nominal fee, so make your own to bring home, refills on candles and
greens available too. Intergenerational activity.
Confirmation Class and Gathering with Mentors 5pm-8pm-Wright Pavilion

Dec 10

Classes, Joyful Noise Children’s Choir sings during worship and Quarter Sale
Guptill Hall during Coffee Hour, Christmas Shopping For Kids Only, everything is
25 cents.

Dec 10-17

Hosting Family Promise in Sunday School Wings, Pageant Rehearsals TBD in
Sanctuary

Dec 16
Dec 17

Dec 31

Dress Rehearsal for Pageant (8:30am-10:30am) Sanctuary
Pageant, including Joyful Noise during Worship Eskimo Cookie Sale Guptill Hall
Confirmation Class 6pm-8pm-Laity Room
Caroling Night and Potluck Dinner- meet at 5:00 p.m. in Wright Pavilion for
Dinner until 5:45 p.m. After dinner, carolers will leave the church with Anne
Fuehrer and Bob Morse leading the route.
Children with Anne during Worship (Christmas Fun)
Evening 5pm Service, Jesus' Birthday Party in Wright Pavilion, cake and milk
served.
Children with Anne

Jan

CKC- Confirmation Class, 6pm-8pm-Laity Room

Dec 19

Dec 24

7

Jan 14

Classes

Jan 21

Classes Confirmation Class, 6pm-8pm-Laity Room

CHRISTMAS CAROLING AND POTLUCK
Please meet in Wright Pavilion on December 19 at 5:00-5:45 p.m. for a
pot luck dinner. After dinner, carolers will leave the church and car pool
at to sing at various homes. Our hosts this year are Bob Morse and Anne
Fuehrer. When the carolers return, around 7:30 p.m., we will share hot
cocoa and goodies before saying goodnight.
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