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Deadline for the next BEACON is Friday, November 18, 2016.  Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
For those who live without 
sufficient food, water, shelter, 
or safety; for veterans and 
those in active service; for 
peace and peacemakers; for 
areas in strife around the 
world. 

  

 
Prayers for Ed Saxby; 
  
Prayers for Louise Nisbet; 
 
Prayers for Jim Ekedahl; 
 
Prayers for Betty Martin; 
 
Prayers for Irma Rice; 
 
Prayers for Leigh Shock; 
 

Prayers for Barbara 
Sydleman; 
 
Prayers for  Debbie Conlon, 
wife of our sexton Tom, as 
she is undergoing dialysis 
and awaits a kidney 
transplant. 
 

  

 

Phone:  207.799.3361; Fax:  207.799.4095   E-mail:  office@fccucc.org                Web site:  www.fccucc.org 

December 4  Second Sunday of Advent 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship with Communion  
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Communion, Meetinghouse  
   Choir and  Sunday  School. Cindy Maddox will give the 
   message. Fellowship time follows in Wright Pavilion. 

              

December 11  Third Sunday of Advent 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship   
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir, Children’s 
   Choir  and Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the  
   message. Fellowship time follows in Guptill Hall with  
   Kids’ Quarter Store. 
 5:30 p.m. Advent Vespers with Meetinghouse Choir and Guest  
   Musicians 
 

December 18  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship   
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship and Children’s Christmas Pageant. 
   Fellowship time follow in Guptill Hall with the Eskimos 
   Fudge Sale. 

 
December 21  Longest Night  
 7:00 p.m. Chapel Service for those who are struggling this season. 

 
December 24  Christmas Eve 

 5:00 p.m.  Family service with carols and a simple telling of the  
   story, along with a surprise for each child, followed by a 
   birthday party for Jesus 
 7:00 p.m. Worship with carols, readings, solos and Communion 
   ASL interpreted for members of the deaf community  
 10:00 p.m.  Service of Lessons, Carols, and Candlelight with the  
   Meetinghouse Choir. 
 

December 25  Christmas Day 
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with carols, drama and storytelling.
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MISSION GLOBE, ALTAR FLOWERS &   
STEEPLE REMEMBRANCES 
 
STEEPLE DEDICATIONS 
November 27-December 3—In loving 
memory of Wayne M. Lockwood (Dad and 
Grampie), from Bruce, Ann, Rachel and 
Andrew  
 
December 4-10—In loving memory of 
Edithe & Linwood Durrell, from Debbie & 
Jim Rideout 
 
December 18-24—In loving memory of 
George & Mena Geer, Steve Geer (parents 
and brother), from Daryl Geer, Deborah 
Atwell and Chuck Geer 
 
December 25-31—In loving memory of 
Marietta French, from her children: Stacey 
Kenkermath, Todd, Brent and Alice        
Burrowes 
 
 

THE HILLTOP GUILD will hold its next meeting on 
December 8 at 2:30 p.m. in Wright Pavilion with a 
Christmas Tea Party. Bring a Christmas memory to 
share with your fellow Guild members. If you 
would like to join us, please contact Debbie 
Rideout at 883.4319.   

TALENT SHOW 
Thank you to everyone who made cakes, 
decorated, performed or applauded for our 
first in a long time Talent Show.  
 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES ACTIVITIES 
Thursday, December 1—SAM Meeting at 1:00 p.m. 
2nd/3rd grade classroom above the church 
office. 

 
Sunday, December 4—meet at the church at 
1:00 p.m. to go to a matinee performance of 
The Nutcracker, performed by the Maine State 
Ballet. A limited number of tickets are available at $38 
so RSVP as soon as you decide to go. Scholarships are 
available and please don’t be shy about asking. 

 
Wednesday, December 7—We will leave the church at 
9:30 a.m. for the Westbrook-Warren Congregational 
Church, UCC, where we will enjoy their Festival of 
Trees.  Lunch will follow at a place to be determined.  
Please RSVP by December 5. 

 
Thursday, December 15—meet at SMCC for lunch at 
noon.  You may want to arrive early to find a parking 
spot.  RSVP by December 8.  The price of $16 includes 
a four course lunch, tax and gratuities. 

 
Wednesday, December 21 at 1:00 p.m.—Christmas 
party at Sue Steven’s house, 51 Kaler Road, South 
Portland.  You should find good company, delicious 
cookies, maybe some Christmas songs and a nice 
celebration of this Advent season. You “may” bring 
cookies but it is definitely not mandatory!  If you need 
a ride, contact Kathy Sahrbeck at 799-3361, #112 and 
please RSVP by December 19. 

 
Thursday, January 5—SAM meeting at 1:00 p.m. in 
2nd/ 3rd  grade classroom above the church office. 

STORM CLOSING NOTICES will 
be listed on the following TV 
stations: WCSH Channel 6, 
WMTW Channel 8, and WGME 
Channel 13.  

JUSTICE & WITNESS MINISTRIES 
We are looking at reviving our Justice & Witness Ministries 
Team. If you are  interested in participating in efforts to 
promote justice and equality, see Joan Carrier or Cindy 
Maddox. 
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CELEBRATE SPECIAL OCCASIONS WITH THE 
MISSION MALL 
The Mission Mall is a year-round opportunity 
to honor friends and family on their special 
occasions by donating to any of 17 charitable 
organizations in our Mission Mall catalog. For 
each contribution made, you will receive a beautiful greeting card graced with the 
name of our congregation. You can give anytime by using the Mission Mall basket in 
the Church Office.  

 

“Some of the advantages of using the Mission Mall as a means of gift giving have to be obvious:  the 
convenience; the means of avoiding commercialism; the avoidance of pressure to find ‘just the right 
gift.’ But when I think of gift-giving and the occasion which prompts it, I am reminded that the motiva-
tion is about showing love, respect and especially, caring  for  and about the recipient. How could I pos-
sibly ignore the opportunity to not only express that caring for the person I know but also for the person
(s) I don’t.  Surely this is the foundation of our faith.”        

COMMUNITY CRISIS MINISTRIES 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
The paper ornaments for the CCM 
Christmas Program are available on 
the wall outside the sanctuary and 
more will be added as we receive 
wish lists from children.  Also, when 
people take a small ornament with 
the wish list, PLEASE be sure to sign 
your name on the big 
paper ornament 
that stays on the 
wall.  Thank you. 

 

Emmanuel, God With Us 

ADVENT VESPERS 

Sunday, Decmeber 11, 2016 

5:30 p.m. 

ADVENT VESPERS 
The Meetinghouse Choir presents a Candlelight  Ser-
vice, featuring an Advent Litany by Maria Kane  
with hymns, anthems, and solos both vocal and   in-
strumental. A time of refreshment and fellowship will 
follow the service.  
 
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here.  

Know that you are not alone as    
you struggle through the Christmas 
season. Join us even if you would 
just like to attend a quiet and      
contemplative service. 

Longest Night Service 

Sunday, December 18 

7:00 p.m. 



THE KIDS' QUARTER STORE  
The fourth annual  Kids' Quarter Store will be open on December 11th!  This 
unique opportunity is for children ages birth to 12 years old to shop for gifts for 
their family and friends.  All items will be sold for 25 cents each.  No one over 
the age of twelve will be admitted unless accompanied by a child! The sale 
takes place after Sunday services at 11:15 a.m. in Guptill Hall.  I am looking for 
donations from the congregation for small, new or gently used, washable items 
to add to our gift selection.  I particularly want to encourage children to give 
gifts to friends and siblings so toys, sports equipment and books would be 
greatly appreciated.  Think small and encourage all in your family to donate.  
Please leave items in the church office. Thanks in advance for all your help.  ~ 
Sue Ross (329.7704) 

Women’s Spirituality Circle has been suspended temporarily. It is the hope of its active members to renew 
the Circle with a new focus and format, utilizing varied presentations and topics. Please share your ideas. 
Feel free to contact us at womenscircle@fccucc.org  

IRS REGULATIONS REGARDING CONTRIBUTIONS 
With the end of the calendar year approaching, 
please plan ahead for gifts that you would like to 
be tax deductible for 2016. 
 

In general, gifts/pledges must be received by the 
church office by December 31, in order to claim a 
charitable contribution deduction for 2016. 
 

However, checks that are written and 
postmarked in 2016 will be deductible in 2016, 
even though they may not be received by the 
church in 2016.  Stock transfers must be received 
in our brokerage account at Morgan Stanley    

Smith Barney by December 31. Checks that are  
placed in the church offering on the first Sunday 
of 2016 (January 4), will not qualify for a 
charitable contribution deduction in 2016, even 
if the check is predated to 2016 or was actually 
written in 2016. 

 

Additionally, please do not file your 2016 tax 
return until you have a written acknowledgement 
of your contributions from the church. Per the 
IRS, your contributions may not be tax deductible 
if you file your tax return before receiving a 
written acknowledgement of your contributions.   

 ~ Nancy Irving (business@fccucc.org)  

AMAL AND THE NIGHT VISITORS—A Holiday Classic for the Whole Family 

Friday, December 9 at 7:30 p.m. &  Saturday, December 10 at 4:00 p.m. 

Williston-Immanuel United Church, 156 High Street, Portland   
Ticket prices: Adult - $10.00  
 Youth (13-18) - $7.00  
 Child (6-12) - $5.00  
 Children under 6 are free. 
Tickets can be purchased on line at www.Purplepass.com/Amahl16.  
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God Bless Us Every One! 
 
The chiming of the clock-tower bells in Dickens’ classic “A Christmas Carol” provides a wakeup 
call for Scrooge and turns him from a life of resentment, fear and isolation. This Advent season 
we will ring out the truth of God’s economy—where “making change” has nothing to do with 
monetary success and everything to do with transformation. 
Could you use a transformation in your life?  
Join us this Advent season as we approach the story of Jesus’ birth through the lens of this 
classic tale.  
Advent 1 “Bah Humbug! Making Change” 
Advent 2 “The Remembrance of Christmas Past: Hope from Heartbreak” 
Advent 3 “The Life of Christmas Present: Look Upon Me” 
Advent 4 “The Hope of Christmas Future” Death-Defying Acts”  
Christmas Eve “The Redemption of Scrooge: Keeping Christmas Well” 
Christmas Day “God Bless Us – Every One!” 
 
How can you participate? 
Join us for worship every Sunday. We are planning special visuals, music, and liturgy that will 
help us approach the Christmas story in new ways. Every Sunday will be special. 
 
Because Need a reminder of the story A Christmas Carol? Join us for a movie night on Satur-
day, December 3, at 6:30. You will get to choose from three different movie versions of the 
story to watch! The Muppet version will be shown to children in the youth room, the black 
and white version will be shown in Davidson Lounge, and the traditional color version in the 
Community Room. Popcorn and hot chocolate will be served!  

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
Official pageant sign ups have started! We have a new script being 
written by Pastor Cindy. All ages encouraged as this will be tailored to 
interest. This means teens and tweens, and seniors too! Please stop 
by the "Sign up Table" or Contact Elizabeth Scifres at 
EKA@maine.rr.com. 
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CHRISTMAS CAROLING AND POTLUCK 
Please meet in Wright Pavilion on December 20 at 5:00 p.m. for a pot 
luck dinner.  Carolers leave the church  and car pool at 6:00 p.m. to sing 
at various homes. Our hosts this year are Bob Morse and Anne Fuehrer. 
When the carolers return, around 7:30 p.m., we will share hot cocoa and 
goodies before saying goodnight. 

mailto:EKA@maine.rr.com
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