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First  Congregational  Church,  United Church of Christ  

THE BEACON 
Volume 2, Issue 3                        Deadline for the next BEACON is Friday, October 25, 2013. 

 

October 13, 2013                                            Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 

 

PRAYERS OF THE 

PEOPLE 

 

For those who live without 
sufficient food, water, 
shelter, or safety; for 
veterans and those in 
active service; for peace 

and peacemakers; for areas 
in strife around the world, 
for all those affected by the 
government shutdown. 

 
Ongoing prayers for Dale 
Mundee, son of Alberta 
Mundee, undergoing 

treatment for leukemia; for 
Samantha Smart, niece 
of Sharon Leddy-Smart 
undergoing treatment for 
brain cancer; and for 
Barbara Anderson, 

recovering from surgery 
behind her eye. 

 

Looking Ahead in Worship 
 

 October 20 

       8:30 a.m.— Chapel Worship 

     10:00 a.m.— Sanctuary Worship with Sunday school, Bells, Children’s 

Choir, and Meetinghouse Choir.  Fellowship Time follows in Wright Pavilion.  

Our member and Professor at both Bangor Theological Seminary and Union 

Theological Seminary, New York, Rev. Marvin Ellison, Ph.D.  will give the 

message. 

 

October 27 – Consecration Sunday 

       8:30 a.m.— Chapel Worship 

     10:00 a.m.— Sanctuary Worship with Sunday School and Meetinghouse 

Choir.  Fellowship Time follows in Wright Pavilion.  We will offer our pledges 

for 2014.  Diane Harvey will give the message. 

 

November 3—Daylight Savings Time ends! Turn clocks back one hour 

       8:30 a.m.— Chapel Worship with Communion 

     10:00 a.m.— Sanctuary Worship with Communion, Sunday school and 

Meetinghouse Choir.  Fellowship Time follows in Wright Pavilion.   

 

November 10 

       8:30 a.m.— Chapel Worship 

     10:00 a.m.— Sanctuary Worship with Sunday school and Meetinghouse 

Choir.  Fellowship Time follows in Wright Pavilion. The Mission Trip team 

from 2013 will lead both services. 

 

November 17 

       8:30 a.m.— Chapel Worship 

     10:00 a.m.— Sanctuary Worship with Sunday school and Meetinghouse 

Choir.  Fellowship Time follows in Wright Pavilion.  Our new senior minister, 

the Rev. Cindy Maddox’s first Sunday! 
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Consecration Sunday 
Now is the time to share your Surprising Gifts! You have heard 

from the Stewardship Committee over the last few weeks, in 

worship and in letters.  You’ve heard from other folks as well—

a longtime member, a new member, and one “in between” 

and how each one related to our theme of Surprising Gifts/

New Beginnings and why each will continue to support the 

work of the church by making financial contributions.  Now is 

the time to join them and experience the excitement and 

power of the many.  As we’ve said no pledge is too small and 

each one will be warmly embraced. 

 

Here’s how to join in the fun— prayerfully, faithfully, and 

joyfully consider your blessings as you make your pledge for 

2014.  Then bring your pledge card with you and join us on 

Consecration Sunday, October 27, for worship at 8:30 or 10:00 

a.m. where we will celebrate the blessings in our lives and 

faithfully commit to the future by placing those pledge cards 

into the offering plates.  Or if it is more convenient for you, you 

may make your pledge online at:  http://fccucc.org/about/

pledge-form/ 

 

In gratitude, 

Chris Keiter, Jayne Sawtelle Quinn, Jerry Reynolds, Dan 

Cummings, Bill Campbell, and Diane Harvey.  

Your 2013-14 Stewardship Committee 

 

Inquirers Meeting Set for November 24 

Are you new to the church? Have you been worshiping for a 

few weeks or few months? Have you been around for a long 

time and never (quite) gotten around to becoming a member? 

You're warmly invited to join us Sunday, Nov. 24 in Davison 

Lounge following coffee hour for an informal Inquirers' 

Meeting where we'll get to know each other, talk about the 

church, and answer questions so you can decide whether 

you’re ready to become a covenant member. Please call the 

church office (799-3361) or send us an email (dlh@fccucc.org) 

to say you'll be there.  New Members will be received, Sunday, 

Dec. 8 

 

Seafarer’s Friend No Longer Collecting Magazines:  

Seafarer’s Friend is not collecting magazines until further 

notice.  Thanks to all whose donations provided reading 

material for the ship crews docking in Portland Harbor. 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE 
The next date for ordering 

Fair Trade Coffee & Tea is 

October 27
th

. You will have 

another opportunity to order 

on Sunday, November 3
rd

.  

Keep in mind that a basket of 

coffee and tea makes a 

wonderful Christmas gift.  

The next order dates will not 

be until January 2014 so plan 

ahead! 

 

   

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
 

In memory of the Rev. Dr. 
Stanert L. Dransfield, an 

associate member since 1999 who 
died on October 1 at the age of 
90.  He is survived by Doug and   

Gail Dransfield. 
Wedding Blessings for Linda 
Scheffler and Beth Parazette 
who were married here on 

Thursday, October 10.  Linca is 
the daughter of Carol and Dave 
Scheffler, grew up in this church 
and is delighted to be married 

here. 
Wedding Blessings for Tess 
Wiggins and  Trevor Gionet 
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Christmas Pageant 
Stay tuned for news on the upcoming Christmas Pageant scheduled for December 15. This will be 

Sally Keiter’s last  year directing as she will be heading off to college next year. If there are any high 

school teens that would like to help this year to continue the tradition, please contact Anne Fuehrer 

or Sally Keiter. 

 

Christ Kid’s Club 

Our next Christ Kid’s Club will be on November  3. In honor of All Saints Day, the theme is “Saints in 

Your Backyard”. Parent helpers appreciated. 

The food pantry offering for November is “breakfast buddies”-cereals, peanut butter, granola bars, 

powdered milk etc. 

 

Don’t forget you can register on line for Sunday School at FCCUCC.org 

 

Holly Daze Bazaar:   
Help!  I usually make candy wreaths for the Holly Daze Bazaar but I’m having a 

problem with purchasing the candy.  The cost is approximately $50 to make about 

nine wreaths and the Bazaar does not wish to continue with this expense.   

 

Is there anyone who can help me with the cost – the wreaths are a hit and someone 

always comes especially to pick up one?  They will be missed. 

Call Prudy at 799-5705. 

 

 

Fair Fancy: 

Six weeks and counting.  That’s all the time left until our annual Bazaar, so this is 

a reminder to all the wonderful elves who are busy working on items for Fair 

Fancy.  I’ve received some nice things already:  handmade mini gift boxes; 

woven party cups; promises of Mother/daughter aprons.  There will be Maine 

potato jewelry, ribbon jewelry, sea glass ornaments (many thanks to the 

anonymous donor of a huge bag of sea glass.  We could use crayon foldups, 

hand made cards, ornaments, catnip mice, balsam sachets, etc.  If anyone would 

like to help with setup on the day before or put in an hour or two the day of, 

please call either of the “Marilyns.”  Thanks to all. 

Marilyn Andress— 741-5199 

Marilyn Mitchell— 773-4147 

 

October 25 “Broadening Our Welcome” Conference: 

RCAD (the Religious Coalition Against Discrimination) is hosting a one-day educational conference in 

Augusta for ONA and other Welcoming congregations, to address how to move forward with LBGT 

equality, this time with an emphasis on transgender inclusion.  National and local speakers, fabulous 

worship and music, amazing workshops, and practical tips galore.  To register online, go to 

www.RCADmaine.org. 
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Is It Picture Directory 

Time Again?  If So, We 

Need Help! 

I DO NOT know where I have 

filed, or piled, the most 

recent directory featuring 

pictures of our church 

members and friends! 

 

I DO know that half, at least, of the folks I see in 

church were NOT in that directory.  And the 

people who were in that directory do not look 

exactly the same!  Members of the Church Council 

have been thinking about the many changes we 

see around us every week,  new faces, older faces, 

families with small children, families without the 

young people we used to see (they have moved 

on and away from us). We look around and do not 

know people’s names. If we haven’t met folks, 

new people haven’t met them either probably.  

We also believe that our new minister needs help 

in identifying people by name, no matter how 

quickly she can learn. 

 

Photos can be taken a variety of ways – by 

professional people working for a directory-

creating-specialist who have a monetary interest 

in the process; or by an individual who has a 

camera, some skill using it, and time to take 

pictures of people over a period of a few weeks.  

Someone else may have skill in formatting 

pictures, creating a photo book.  Pictures don’t 

need to be in color either. 

 

Please consider working with a committee to 

move on this.  We would need people to call 

members to set up appointments, people who 

have a few hours to check folks in, people to 

determine what time of day or what time of the 

week is good to collect families, senior citizens, 

and working people for picture taking. PLEASE 

CALL me, with your ideas about this project:  

Nancy MacLean,  883-3715  

 

From Shirley Curry 

– Minister of Music 

On October 20 – The 

members of the 

Meetinghouse Choir 

would like to invite any 

and all to join us in the 

rehearsal room after 

service at 11:30 a.m. to 

experience the joy of 

singing in a choir.  We 

will sing a few hymns 

and several easy 

anthems so you can see what it’s like to be part of 

a lively musical ensemble.  (I also have to dispel 

the rumor that I crack a whip at rehearsals.)  

What fun!  See you there! 

 

Shirley Curry – Director of Choirs 

799-3361, ext. 108; Home – 883-2320 

 

Fall Rummage Sale 

Thank you everyone—my helpers putting the sale 

together all week were outstanding… the 

wonderful guys who helped me pick up furniture 

are tremendous!! I would never get this together 

without you—I am truly blessed. The pricing of 

clothing is really appreciated by those in need.  

We have people who travel from Auburn for 

every sale. I want to thank  you, the church for 

the generous donations. It was a great sale—

$2,072.75 was the profit—only $30 less than last 

spring. 

Prudy Wiggins 

 

And the church says a profound thank you to 

Prudy and June Wiggins for all the time and effort 

they spent organizing the Rummage Sale. 
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New England  UCC Women’s Celebration IX 

March 28-30, 2014 

Holiday Inn By the Bay - Portland 

TOGETHER WE CAN… 

“How wonderful it is…for God’s people to live together in harmony!”  Ps.133:1  (Good News 

Bible) 

 

Every four years since 1982, the United Church of Christ women of New England have 

gathered for a weekend of innovative worship, informative workshops, mission inspired 

projects, and lots of just enjoying being together.  There is no business component to this 

event – no elections, no budgets to be voted, no resolutions to be argued.  Hence, the name 

Celebration.  Now, that’s my kind of an event! 

 

The first five Celebrations were held in Portland, the last three in Burlington, VT.  Celebration 

IX returns to Portland.  Holiday Inn By the Bay will be the headquarters, with the Westin Hotel 

(aka Eastland) and Williston-Immanuel United Church as auxiliary sites. 

 

Featured speakers include Rev. DaVita McCallister, Assoc. Conference Minister of the 

Connecticut Conference and Rev. Maren Tirabassi, prolific author of liturgies for creative 

worship (Friday night); Marjory Zoet Bankson, author and a leader of Seekers Church in DC 

(Saturday morning); Rev. Dr. Mary Luti, retired professor from Andover Newton Seminary, 

(dinner speaker  Saturday night); Rev. Dr. Nancy Taylor, Senior Minister of Old South Church in 

Boston (Sunday morning worship).  Rev. Kate Braestrup, Chaplain of Maine Warden Service, 

and Rev. Holly Miller-Shank, National UCC Staff, are two of the meal speakers.  Valeria 

Peterson, Salem, MA, returns as Music Director.  A concert on Saturday night will be given by 

the multi-national young women of the Pihnictu Chorus. 

 

Valerie Tutson and Whendi Cook will lead Connections, an intergenerational offering for girls 

14 years old and up to experience Celebration with their Mothers, Grandmothers, Aunts, 

mentors.  There will be 30 workshops and forums.  Mary Luti will lead a forum on Daughters of 

Abraham; Michelle Smith will lead a workshop on Safe Passage; Carra B. McFadden’s 

workshop is on planning mission trips; Deborah Breault will introduce the use of the frame 

drum in worship and private meditations; Jennifer Nathans, UCC pastor  in MA and a 

comedian will illustrate building community with humor - just to name a few choices. 

 

The Market Place will have many vendors, displays, SERRV, bookstore, and hospitality with 

snacks, fruit, coffee/tea.  Child care will be available on Saturday.  Continuous shuttle service 

between the two hotels begins Friday afternoon. 

 

Visit www.uccwomenscelebration.org  for more detailed information on who’s who and who 

is doing what when, and for full description of workshops. 

Registration may be done online or by mail (forms will be in the church office) after September 

15.  Register before January 15 to get a reduced registration rate.    
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Fall Workshop:  From Conflict to Connection: The 

Fundamentals of Nonviolent Communication Nonviolent 

Communication helps develop our abilities to respond 

compassionately no matter what the situation.  The process, 

designed originally by Marshall Rosenberg, has two parts:  

expressing ourselves authentically and listening with empathy.    

It is much more than just a communication process or a 

language:  It is a way of being compassionate and authentic in 

relationship to ourselves and to others.  It is an ongoing 

invitation to focus our attention where we can find what we are 

seeking – connection.  The objective of NVC is to remind us of 

our shared humanity and help us live from that awareness. 

 

Leading the workshop is Peggy Smith, a certified Nonviolent 

Communication Trainer.  She is offering it at First Congregational 

Church, South Portland, on October 25 (6:30 – 8:30), 26 (9-4) and 

27 (noon – 4).  Sign up on the church website or by calling the 

church office. 

 

 

 

 
SENIOR ACTIVITIES 

 

Thursday, October 17—Join us 

for a tour of St. Luke’s 

Espiscopal Church in Portland, 

leaving at 12:30. 

 

Thursday, October 24- Leave 

the church at 10:30 for a 

foliage ride and lunch at Cole 

Farms in Gray. 

 

Tuesday, October 29- Meet for 

breakfast at I-Hop at 9:00. 

 

Thursday, November 7— 1:00 

SAGE meeting. 

 

Wednesday, November 13 at 

12:00.  Eat an early lunch at 

home and then come to a 

movie at church.  We will be 

viewing an entertaining movie 

called “Must Love Dogs.” 



Page 7 

 



Page 8 

 
Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage  

PAID       

Portland, ME 

Permit No. 944 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,  

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

301 Cottage Road, South Portland, ME  04106 

(207)799-3361 

Post Office 

Time Sensitive Newsletter 


