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Deadline for the September BEACON is Monday, August 18. Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org

Looking Ahead in Worship

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
enough food, water, shelter,
or safety; for veterans and
those in active service; for
peace and peacemakers; for
areas in strife around the
world.

Prayers for:
Frances Jane Addor
Peter Cotter
Ashley Della Pelle
Karen Ellis
Dick Kelley
Natalie Marro
Betsy Parsons
Elizabeth Smith
Joe Stocks

August 4
9:30 a.m.

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Sanctuary Worship with Communion. Rev. Cindy
Maddox will give the message. Fellowship time
follows with Lemonade on the Porch.

August 11
9:30 a.m.

Nineth Sunday after Pentecost
Sanctuary Worship. A guest preacher will give the
message. Fellowship time follows with Lemonade
on the Porch.

August 18
9:30 a.m.

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sanctuary Worship. Cindy Maddox will give the
message. Fellowship time follows with Lemonade
on the Porch.

August 25
9:30 a.m.

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Sanctuary Worship. A guest preacher will give the
message. Fellowship time follows with Lemonade
on the Porch.

All those who grieve

Phone: 207.799.3361; Fax: 207.799.4095

E-mail: office@fccucc.org

Web site: www.fccucc.org

MEMORIALS / DEDICATIONS
MISSION GLOBE LIGHTING
July 28 -- In memory of William B. Tayloe from
John Howard.

STEEPLE LIGHTING
August 4 to August 10 -- In loving memory of
Howard Fleming from his daughters.
August 18 to August 24 -- In loving memory of
Frederick Andrews from his wife, Verna.
August 25 to August 31 -- In loving memory of
William T. Holbrook and Vera T. Holbrook from
Bob and Judy Kelley, Karen McDonough and Joe and
Debbie Conley.
If you would like to dedicate the Steeple in
remembrance or celebration of loved ones, please
call the Church at 799-3361.
You might also consider placing flowers on the
church altar in memory of a loved one or in celebration of a wonderful life moment such as a special
birthday or anniversary. You can order these from a
florist to be delivered or buy flowers at Hannaford
or the farmers market and arrange a simple bouquet.
The Mission Globe is another choice for remembering asylum seekers and countries in strife. To reserve a Sunday, please email: danawig@gmail.com.

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES
Join us for a picnic at Bug Light on Wednesday, July
24. We will meet at the church at 11:30 a.m. so
bring your lunch with you. If the weather isn’t nice
enough for a picnic outside, we’ll “picnic” in the
church.
We are looking forward to seeing Mama Mia at the
Hackmatack Playhouse on Thursday, August 1, for
the 2:00 performance. We will leave the church at
12:30 p.m., and tickets are $20. Please RSVP to
claim your seat today.
Please join us for a picnic at Fort Williams on
Wednesday, August 21. We will leave the church
at 11:15 a.m. Bring a picnic lunch or plan to buy
something from the vendors. You may want to
bring a towel if you want to wade in the water to
cool off.
Please call the church at 799-3361 to reserve your
spot for any of the above activities.
S.A.M. also has a monthly newsletter, “Senior
Moments,” that highlights our activities for those
over 55 years old. If you would like to be on our
mailing list, just call the office (799.3361).
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SINGERS AND INSTRUMENTAL MUSICIANS WANTED
We are currently looking for individuals who are interested in providing special music
during our summer worship time. If you have the gift of song and would like to share it
with the congregation, please contact Judy Kimball (207-761-9512 or 207-450-5861) to
reserve your date to shine.
Shirley Curry is expecting to return the first week in July, and she can be reached at 207-883-2320 to arrange
rehearsal time/accompaniment.
Pastor Cindy has themes for each summer worship message and would appreciate it if you would
communicate with her about what you plan to do. She may even have some suggestions if you are open to
suggestions.
Thank you so much for the willingness to share your music with the congregation this
summer, and for all you do during the regular church season. You make the worship experience richer and more meaningful.

City Provides Update on Phase Two for
Asylum Seekers at Portland Expo
PORTLAND, Maine -- The City of Portland continues to house between 200-250 asylum seekers at the
Portland Expo, and has processed 350 individuals since June 9. Over the last several weeks, City staff have
focused their efforts on finding temporary and long-term housing opportunities for the approximately 70
families residing there in addition to the 42 families that currently reside at the Family Shelter on Chestnut
Street. The City is currently working with a deadline of August 15 for when the Expo needs to be returned to
its contractually obligated operations.
The City is extremely grateful for the continued community support related to donations, volunteers, and
finding housing opportunities, and will continue to rely on this support. The City Manager and City staff held
a meeting on Wednesday, July 17, with immigrant community leaders to discuss the importance of
successfully housing the asylum seekers living at the Expo in units the City has found available in
surrounding communities. All parties agreed that it will take support from City staff and community leaders,
and their respective non-profit organizations, to ensure that these transitions are successful and people are
able to acclimate to their new living situations. The City is also working with its partners to run a cultural
orientation program for asylum seekers at the Expo in order to help them understand their future housing
options.
“I’m proud of the work our city and staff has done to take care of the asylum seekers who have arrived in
Portland,” said City Manager Jon Jennings. “Our focus right now is on making sure we can successfully
Continued on next page
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Continued from Page 3
transition these folks into available housing opportunities. I’m thankful for the support we’ve received from
Maine Housing and others who have offered up rental units. The City simply cannot do this all on our own
given our resources. We all agreed that our goal is to make sure we can house as many new arrivals as
quickly as possible.”
“I’m thankful that we had the opportunity to sit down with the City Manager and City staff to talk about our
efforts to assist these asylum seekers and make sure we’re all on the same page in terms of how we can
help transition them out of the Expo so they can begin establishing their lives here in Maine,” said
Papy Bongibo, President of the Congolese Community of Maine.
The City is working with a need to find housing for at least 150 people by the August deadline as its previous
overflow operations at the Salvation Army and Warming Center can only accommodate 110 people. City
staff is working hard with Maine Housing and other community partners to locate available housing options
so that people do not have to return to the former overflow operations. The Salvation Army & Warming
Center spaces are not able to be used 24/7.
So far, seven families from the Family Shelter and the Expo have been moved into rental units in the
midcoast area. The City is working with community partners to ensure wrap-around services are available
for families. Additionally, the Greater Portland Council of Governments continues to work on establishing a
host family program with CIEE and other partners in order to facilitate the families who have expressed interest in serving as hosts. GPCOG expects to have this program up and running within the week.
Donations
The City has raised approximately $815,000 in donations as part of a fundraising campaign to assist with the
expense of providing shelter/housing assistance and basic human necessities for asylum seekers. The City
Council’s Finance Committee will make a recommendation on appropriation of these funds at its July 25
meeting with full Council discussion expected at the August 12 City Council meeting. Currently, the City has
begun expending the $200,000 that was appropriated for the Portland Community Support Fund as part of
the FY20 budget. City staff will be recommending to the Council that it be able to use a portion of the
donated money to recoup some of the costs associated with running the 24/7 operation at the Expo as
these costs are above anything that was budgeted. City staff also plan to request that a portion of funds be
used to support the non-profit organizations that help provide wrap-around services.
To donate, people can text the word EXPO to 91999 or visit www.portlandmaine.gov/donate.
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SEPTEMBER 8th
Prepare
Incredible
Cuisine
Nibble
Imaginative
Combinations
With everyone’s help, we will have an
abundance of delectable dishes. Look
for supply sign up sheets at Lemonade
on the Porch August 18th and 25th.

HELPERS FOR GAME ROOM
AND NURSERY
We are still looking for h in the Nursery and Game
Room. These are paid positions. Nursery attendants must be 13 years old or older. Game Room
attendants must be 15 or over. All attendants must
complete an application and background check.
Please
contact
Christine
Campbell
(207-899-8058 or christine123168@hotmail.com) if
you can help or have questions. Thank you!
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LEMONADE ON THE PORCH
Servers are needed for Lemonade on the Porch this
summer! Please add your name to the sign up in
the Narthex or on the porch. Please contact
Christine Campbell (christine123168@hotmail.com
or 207-899-8058) if you have questions.
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Help Asylum Seekers in Portland by Joining Hope Acts for
an evening with Maine poet Richard Blanco
Many FCCUCC members and friends have been generously reaching out to support asylum-seekers in
Portland this summer, including donations of diapers and sanitary products to recent arrivals living at the
Portland Expo, and contributing grocery gift cards and metro passes for those caught in the “GA gap” who
are not able to access food assistance. Here is another way to help (and enjoy a great event at the same
time!):

Hope Acts is delighted to host a special evening with inaugural poet and Maine resident Richard Blanco. He
will speak on immigration and read poems from his new book, How to Love a Country.
Portland's Longfellow Books will be on hand to sell Richard's recent books, which Richard will gladly sign for
you. Even better: Longfellow will donate a percentage of the evening's book sales to Hope Acts!
Individual tickets are $25 and may be purchased on-line at www.hopeacts.org. The event is expected to sell
out so don’t delay!
For questions or more information, please call Hope Acts' office, 207-228-1140.
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