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Deadline for the April BEACON is Tuesday, April 18. Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org

Looking Ahead in Worship

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
sufficient food, water, shelter,
or safety; for veterans and
those in active service; for
peace and peacemakers; for
areas in strife around the
world.

Prayers for Karen Ellis;
Prayers for Ed Saxby;
Prayers for Jim Ekedahl;
Prayers for Charlotte Knapp;
Prayers for Elaine Pitkin;
Prayers for Donna Morong;
Prayers for Joanne Norman;
Prayers for Debbie Conlon;
Prayers for the Redmond
Family;

April 2, Fifth Sunday in Lent
8:30 a.m.
Chapel Worship with Communion
10:00 a.m.
Sanctuary Worship with Communion, Meetinghouse
Choir and Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the
message. Fellowship time follows.
April 9, Palm Sunday
8:30 a.m.
Chapel Worship
10:00 a.m.
Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and Sunday
School. Cindy Maddox will give the message. Fellowship
time follows.
April 14, Good Friday
6:00 p.m.
Soup supper in Guptill Hall, hosted by Spiritual Life &
Worship
7:30 p.m.
Sanctuary worship
Easter vigil begins after worship service and continues
until 6:00 a.m., Easter Sunday.
April 16, Easter Sunday
6:00 a.m.
Sunrise Service at Fort Williams with Communion
9:00 a.m.
Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir, ASL
Interpreted
11:00 a.m.
Sanctuary Worship with Sunday School and
Meetinghouse Choir. Cindy Maddox will give the
message.

Prayers for the Stoddard
Family.

Phone: 207.799.3361; Fax: 207.799.4095

E-mail: office@fccucc.org

Web site: www.fccucc.org

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Our Lent theme will continue through Holy Week with some very special
services.
On Palm Sunday, April 9, we will focus on Holding on to the Hosannas. We
will have chapel worship at 8:30 a.m. and sanctuary worship at 10:00 a.m.
The sanctuary worship will include a palm processional by the children and
music by the Meetinghouse Choir.
Sunday evening at 5:00 p.m., we will have our traditional Seder Dinner, an intergenerational
experience. Our hosts Deb and Jeff Sandler share their interfaith family tradition on the eve
before Passover. All ages would enjoy this evening together. There will be a sign up posted
in narthex and electronically circulated for food items and RSVPs.
There will be no Maundy Thursday service this year. The Good Friday musical will tell the whole
story and will include communion.
On April 14, Good Friday, we will begin with a Soup Supper at 6:00 p.m. in Guptill Hall, hosted
by the Spiritual Life & Worship Team. Soup and beverages are provided so please join for this
time of fellowship.
At 7:30 p.m. the Meetinghouse Choir will present Hold On Through the Dark, a musical with
original drama focused on our theme. We will hear from Mary, a person healed by Jesus, and
the disciple John. They will help us discover that to which we cling. Childcare will be available.
Our annual Easter Vigil begins immediately after the Good Friday Service and continues until
6:00 on Easter Sunday morning. You may participate in the ancient tradition of the Easter vigil
by signing up for a two-hour time slot to sit in the chapel in prayer.
On April 16, Easter Sunday, we will have three services:
6:00 a.m. Sunrise Service at Fort Williams—Communion will be served.
9:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meeting House Choir, ASL interpreted.
Cindy Maddox will give the message.
11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meeting House Choir. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
We hope you will be able to make church a priority during this holiest week of the year.
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EASTER VIGIL
“Beautiful peace and reflection watching the stain glass window slowly take
on light and color as the sun rose.”
“Time for reflection and new insights -- a different way of looking at prayer.”
“Not to be missed”
“Essential.”
These are just a few comments as written by our members and friends as
they have sat Vigil in our Chapel.
Please take the opportunity to get your name on the sign-up sheet. You may sign up on the
poster just outside the sanctuary. Questions, please contact Carolyn Foster at
carolynfost@yahoo.com.

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES ACTIVITIES
MISSION GLOBE, ALTAR FLOWERS &
STEEPLE REMEMBRANCES
To remember or celebrate loved ones
with flowers on the altar or light the
Mission Globe, please contact Dana
Wiggins at danawig@gmail.com .
For Steeple Dedications, please call the
Church Office.

RUMMAGE SALE
The spring Rummage
Sale will be held on
April 22, 9:00a.m.—
2:00 p.m. Please drop
off your items in Guptill
Hall after March 31. A sign is posted that
designates where to leave the items. If
you need any help, call Prudy Wiggins at
799.5705.
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Thursday, April 6—SAM meeting at 1:00 p.m. in
2nd/3rd grade classroom above the church office.
Wednesday, April 12 at 10:00 a.m.—“Lunch and Movie
Day.” We will watch “Doubt” in Davidson Lounge. This
film stars Meryl Steep as a nun with a challenging
decision to be made. After the movie we will enjoy our
lunches and some conversation about the movie in the
Laity Room. (P.S. If you don’t like Meryl Streep you
might want to attend a SAM meeting and help choose
some other movies!)
Wednesday, April 19—Come to
church at 4:00 p.m. to carpool to
DeMillo’s Restaurant for dinner.
Please RSVP by April 14.
Thursday, May 4 —SAM meeting at 1:00 p.m.
THE HILLTOP GUILD
On Thursday, April 13, the Guild will meet at
5:00 p.m. in the church parking lot for a
Mystery Ride to a special place in Portland,
then return to Wright Pavilion for refreshments and a business meeting. Contact Debbie
Rideout at 883-4319.
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NEWS FROM CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES
A Roman marketplace is the setting for our next Vacation Bible School (VBS)! The
title is ROME: Paul and the Underground Church. We will start project workshops in April for after school and April Vacation. Because of school snow days we
have moved VBS to June 26-29, Monday—Thursday, 9:00-12:30. This is appropriate for Children age 4 (entering Kindergarten) through the 5th grade. Children
and youth 6th grade through high school typically enjoy helping and leading workshops. Registration is open.
April 16—Easter Egg Hunt and Stations of the Cross: During the 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Easter services, children are invited to meet Ms. Anne and company in the chapel. We will begin
there with a structured hunt and corresponding parts of the Easter Story .
UCC Summer Camp Scholarships are available for Pilgrim Lodge and Star Island. Please contact Anne
Fuehrer for scholarship information by May 1. Email address is: abf@fccucc.org

OPPORTUNITIES TO WORK FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE
Social Witness Ministries is up and running. We now have a framework of four
witness groups to address the myriad of social justice issues confronting us in
these times.
The DIVERSITY COMMITTEE will be meeting on Monday, March 27 to discuss expanding its focus to
include ethnic, racial, and religious diversity and understanding, including issues of immigration.
The CLIMATE JUSTICE GROUP has already begun to meet.
The HEALTH AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE GROUP and the PEACE AND RECONCILIATION GROUP are still
in the planning stages.
If you are interested in taking an active role in any of our witness groups, can help out on an occasional
basis, or just want to be kept in the loop, please contact Joan Carrier at jwcarrier@myfairpoint.net
or at 799-4448.
Working together, we can make a difference.
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EASTER PLANT MEMORIALS & CELEBRATIONS
This Easter, our church is once again offering you the opportunity to honor loved ones in memory, or in
celebration of a special person/event in your life.
The Memorial or Celebration plant(s) offered will be pots of traditional Easter lilies, tulips or daffodils.
If you do not wish to purchase a plant and still would like to honor your loved ones in memoriam or in
celebration, a gift can be made to the First Congregational Church, UCC Memorial Fund.
A list of all memorials, celebrations and gifts will be included in the order of worship on Easter
Sunday, April 16.
Please complete this form to order one or more lily, daffodil or tulip plants, or to make a gift to our
Memorial Fund and return to the office by Monday, April 3.
EASTER PLANTS (Please Print)
I would like to order the following plant(s):
Lily
Daffodil
Tulip
at $9.00 each, in
 Memory of:_________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________



Celebration of:______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
From: _________________________________________________________________________




I’ll pick up my plant(s) on Easter morning following the 11:00 a.m. service.
Please deliver my plant(s) to a friend at home.

MEMORIAL GIFTS:
I would like to make a gift of $________, in



Memory of:_________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________



Celebration of:____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
From: _________________________________________________________________________
Total amount enclosed: $__________
Name:__________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________
Phone :____________________
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH PRESENTS
DAVID MALLET, MAINE’S OWN FOLK-POET
SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2017
Singer-songwriter, David Mallett, is one of America’s true original
troubadours. Coming from a small town in northern Maine, with a
career spanning four decades, he has recorded 14 albums, had several
hundred covers of his songs, including the American folk classic Garden
Song [Inch by Inch, Row by Row] and performed in clubs, concert halls
and festivals across the US, Canada and Europe. He has appeared on
numerous broadcasts, including National Public Radio’s A Prairie Home
Companion.
Known for his carefully written, poetic offerings, his body of work has
provided material for an eclectic list of artists that includes Alison
Krauss, Pete Seeger, Hal Ketchum, Emmylou Harris, John Denver and
the Muppets. His most recent album is “Celebration,” demonstrating
his strength: story songs. They are sweet homilies tinged with a bit of regret and unrequited
love. Like most great folk musicians, he gives even the most lighthearted tune a sense of urgency, balancing heartache with a dollop of whimsy.
When he is not touring, the place where he makes his songs is in his writing room in an old farmhouse with a view across the field and a tintype of his great-great grandfather on the wall. “I like
to keep reaching out to touch the past,” he says, “to connect it with what’s going on now. To me
music is one of the few things that is timeless…human emotion is one continual chain.”
Tickets are $22 in advance, $25 at the door. Kids 6 to 12 $16 (under 6 free). Available at the
church office (799-3361), Nonesuch Books or online at Brown Paper Tickets (http://
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2908668). Monies raised will benefit church programming
and mission.

SAVE THE DATE—MAY 20—FOR THE MISSION TRIP DINNER & AUCTION
This event is always well-attended and great fun, but in order to make this event
happen, we need your donations! Items donated in the past include: original artwork,
time at a lakeside camp, an afternoon on a sailboat, Sea Dogs tickets, lobster stew,
gently used furniture, yard work, babysitting, etc. Please call Deb Dagnan (749-5045) if
you have something to donate.
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