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Deadline for the May BEACON is Thursday, April 18. Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org

Looking Ahead in Worship

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
enough food, water, shelter,
or safety; for veterans and
those in active service; for
peace and peacemakers; for
areas in strife around the
world.

Prayers for:
Francis Jane Addor
Kay Bouchard
Tim Butterworth
Peter Cotter
Ashley Della Pelle
Karen Ellis
Stephen Fox
Dick Kelley
Claudia Pandora
Jan Maddox
Elizabeth Smith
John&Margaret Thatcher
Ina Wetmore

April 7
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fifth Sunday of Lent
Chapel Worship with Communion
Sanctuary Worship with Communion, Meetinghouse
Choir and Sunday School. Rev. Cindy Maddox will
give the message. Fellowship time follows.

April 14
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Palm/Passion Sunday
Chapel Worship
Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Rev. Cindy Maddox will give the
message. Fellowship time follows.

Please see the next page for our Holy Week Schedule.

EASTER OFFERING

All those who grieve
Our Easter split-plate offering will go to Together Rising to assist in
their efforts to reunite families separated at the U.S. / Mexico border.

Phone: 207.799.3361; Fax: 207.799.4095

E-mail: office@fccucc.org

Web site: www.fccucc.org

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
April 14

Palm/Passion Sunday
On Palm/Passion Sunday we will consider laying down our comfort. Rev. Cindy Maddox will
give the message at both services.
8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship.
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with a Palm Procession by the children, music by the Meetinghouse Choir,
and Sunday School for the children. Fellowship time follows in Wright Pavilion.
April 18
7:30 p.m.

Maundy Thursday
Sanctuary Worship— As we consider the events leading up to the crucifixion, we will look at
laying down our treasures, our pride, and our sword. The service will feature original drama,
soloists, scripture readings, and communion.

April 19
6:00 p.m.

Good Friday
Soup supper in Guptill Hall, hosted by the Spiritual Life & Worship Team. All food and drinks
are provided.
Sanctuary Worship – The Meetinghouse Choir presents the musical The Weeping Tree.
Rev. Jill Saxby will also give a brief message.

7:30 p.m.

April 19-21 Easter Vigil
Our Easter vigil begins immediately after the Good Friday service and continues until 6:00 on
Easter Sunday morning. You may participate in the ancient tradition of the Easter vigil by signing up for a two-hour time slot to sit in the chapel in prayer. Please note: If we do not have
two people for each overnight slot by Palm Sunday, we will have to limit the vigil to Saturday
night or cancel the vigil in its present form for the safety of all. So please don’t delay in signing
up.
April 21
6:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service at Fort Williams—Communion will be served.
Sanctuary Worship with Meeting House Choir and special music, ASL interpreted.
Cindy Maddox will give the message: Lift Up Your Voice.
11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meeting House Choir and special music. Cindy Maddox will give the
message: Lift Up Your Voice.
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SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES:
S.A.M. Meetings are scheduled on Thursday,
March 28, and Thursday, April 18, at 1:00 p.m.

CARRIE NEWCOMER
If you haven’t gotten your tickets yet, time is running out for your opportunity to see Carrie Newcomer at FCC on Saturday, March 30, at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are available at the church, at Nonesuch
Books
and
online
at
Newcomer.brownpapertickets.com. The cost is $30 in advance and $35 the day of.

Lunches scheduled at SMCC on Friday, March 29,
and Friday, April 26. People can meet at the
Church at 11:30 a.m. or at SMCC at 12:00 p.m. At
both events there will be an ala cart menu. The
cost is $15 per person plus gratuity. Please RSVP
by calling the Church at 799-3361 by as soon as
possible for March and by Friday, April 19, for
April.
SAM also has a monthly newsletter, “Senior
Moments,” that highlights our activities for those
over 55 years old. If you would like to be on our
mailing list, just call the office (799.3361).

If you have questions, please call Elinor @ 650-8579

NOMINATION OF ELDERS
Each year we recognize individuals in our congregation by electing them to
the honorary position of Elder. The designation of Elder recognizes people
for their extended and exemplary service to our congregation and is a rich
long-standing part of our legacy.
As the Spiritual Life and Worship Team begins the selection process this year, we would invite you to
submit candidates for consideration. The selection process is always a challenge given the many worthy
candidates, but we would like to give consideration to all individuals who are brought forward. If you have
someone that you would like to nominate, please email Jim Rideout at drideout@maine.rr.com, or drop off
a note in the church office that identifies the person and explain why you feel they are deserving of the
designation of Elder.
Please submit your candidates by April 1. Nominations will be formally presented to the congregation during our annual meeting in May.
If you have any questions, please contact Jim Rideout at 883-4319.
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EASTER PLANT MEMORIALS & CELEBRATIONS
This Easter, our church is once again offering you the opportunity to purchase flowers in memory, or in
celebration of a special person/event in your life.
The Memorial or Celebration plant(s) offered will be pots of traditional Easter lilies, tulips or daffodils.
If you do not wish to purchase a plant and still would like to honor your loved ones in memoriam or in
celebration, a gift can be made to the First Congregational Church, UCC Memorial Fund.
A list of all memorials, celebrations and gifts will be included in the order of worship on Easter
Sunday, April 21.
Please complete this form to order one or more lily, daffodil or tulip plants, or to make a gift to our
Memorial Fund and return to the office by Monday, April 12.
EASTER PLANTS (Please Print)
I would like to order the following plant(s):
Lily
Daffodil
Tulip
at $9.00 each, in
 Memory of:_________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________



Celebration of:______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
From: _________________________________________________________________________




I’ll pick up my plant(s) on Easter morning following the 11:00 a.m. service.
Please deliver my plant(s) to a friend at home.

MEMORIAL GIFTS:
I would like to make a gift of $________, in

 Memory

of:_________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________



Celebration of:_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
From: _________________________________________________________________________
Total amount enclosed: $__________
Name:__________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________
Phone :____________________
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Meetinghouse Choir Needs You!
The adult choir consists of 14 very dedicated men and women. However, on any given Sunday there are
real conflicts with work trips, illness, or the need to be with family who are scattered all over the country. These 14 choir members are very committed to this church. What a dilemma! Should they have to
feel guilty for sometimes choosing their family over their commitments here?
NOW with a choir of 25-30 members it would be much easier to deal with occasional absences. But
with only 14 singers it is frightening to be, all of a sudden, the only soprano or tenor on a given Sunday
morning. (You know there is much security in numbers.) It is then very hard to feel confident about what
you are doing. Singers want to do well, and I know that you want them to do well.

WHAT TO DO. We need a roster of 20-30 to make life easier for all. People are always saying to me “O,
you don’t need me. You guys sound so great.” NOT TRUE. We do need you and you and you, so that we
can enjoy our singing and our ministry without pangs of guilt when we need to be away for other
important reasons.
Singing is fun.
I like to teach.
We all work together to help you get up to speed.
All who can carry a tune are welcome – Grade 7 and up.
Grace and peace.
Shirley Curry, Minister of Music

MEMORIALS/DEDICATIONS
ALTAR FLOWERS
April 7 -In loving memory of her brother, Bruce, and parents, Robert and Elizabeth Jordan, by TJ Heald.
STEEPLE LIGHTING
April 7 to 13 - In loving memory of Betsey Berry from Scott Berry.

Please call the church office to dedicate the Steeple in remembrance or celebration of loved ones.
Consider placing flowers on the church altar in memory of a loved one or in celebration of a wonderful life
moment such as a special birthday or anniversary. You can order these from a florist to be delivered or buy
flowers at Hannafords or the farmers market and arrange a simple bouquet.
The Mission Globe is another choice for remembering asylum seekers and countries in strife.
To reserve a Sunday, please email: danawig@gmail.com
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EARTH DAY
Social Witness Ministries cordially invites all to celebrate Earth Day with the following 2019 Earth Day
Festivities:
Earth Day Info Fair -- April 28 following worship in
Guptill Hall. Learn from our Youth and various
church Teams how “we save the earth” with interactive displays and take home a free gift.
Community Clean up -- April 28, 1:00 p.m. at Bug
Light Park. Weather permitting. Please bring your
reusable water bottle. Light snacks provided.
In addition to our activities, the South Portland
Land Trust invites you to celebrate Earth Day with
an eight-day series of environmental activities. The
highlight is a community clean up on April 20 at
Millcreek Park from 8:30-11:30. Meet at the park
to get gloves and your assignment. Check out their
calendar at southportlandlandtrust.org/upcomingevents.

How We Save the Earth
By Abby Proctor
Age 9

lunches and other scraps. We also look at our trash
and see what we buy to just throw away. We use
“unpaper” towels instead of paper towels and cloth
napkins instead of paper napkins. We wash and
reuse Ziploc bags and use a bag dryer to make them
last longer. Using reusable produce bags avoids
having to throw away those flimsy plastic bags. My
parents also used cute cloth diapers and cloth
wipes instead of buying disposable ones.
Recycling is a big deal in our house. We recycle any
paper, cardboard, magazines, aluminum, and glass/
plastic containers. It’s a big deal to make sure only
the right kind of plastic goes in or the recyclables
are contaminated.
Some Maine towns have
stopped recycling because it costs more to recycle
than to throw it away. So, we are careful and follow
recycling rules.
One thing we do to reduce water is when we brush
our teeth we save the water by turning the water
off for when we really need the water. My Mom
sets a timer to make sure we take short showers.
We have a rain barrel that collects water and we
use that water for our thirsty gardens and grass.
Any left-over water in our reusable bottles/glasses
is used to water house plants. No wasting water in
our house!
And that's how my family saves the earth. We love
to save the earth at our house and everywhere we
go! I hope these ideas have inspired you to consider
different ways you can help save the earth.

My family helps save the earth and here are some
things we do! We focus on Reducing Trash, Recycling, and Conserving water. There are lots of
different ways to save the earth.

One thing we do to reduce trash is to use metal or
silicone straws instead of plastic straws. We take
our silicone straws to restaurants and other places. We do that because it takes 700 to 1000 years
for plastic to break down into the earth. A compost
bin is another great way to reduce trash. By composting food, we remove it from the trash. We
compost eggshells, coffee grounds, leftovers from
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
MISSION MOMENT 1
Welcome to Oebaki
Oebaki (pronounced Oe-ba-key) is a small village in West
Timor, Indonesia. It is considered one of the poorest communities in the country. The prefix “Oe” means water, but drought
has stolen this town’s identity. Poverty abounds, and families
struggle to feed their children.

Imagine having a garden, but not being able to feed your
family, or digging into the sand of a dry riverbed in search of
drinking water.

Imagine your child who has been diagnosed with stunted
growth, a preventable early childhood condition with lifelong
consequences.
Now imagine the world the way God intends.

God imagines a world where all are fed, everyone has access to clean water, and all children grow up
healthy. The author of Ephesians writes, “Now to God be the glory, who by the power at work within us is
able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine...” (Ephesians 3:20).
Your gifts to One Great Hour of sharing help make this world look more like the world God imagines. In
Oebaki, your gifts help support well-trained savings and loan groups that allow families to buy resilient
vegetable seeds for farming, yarn for weaving stunningly beautiful traditional fabric, and egg-laying chickens for a sustainable source of protein essential to prevent child stunting. These enterprises produce excess goods that families sell to generate income.
Today in Oebaki, those who once struggled during the dry season and drought can now maintain a diversified diet by eating stored root vegetables from the last harvest, supplemented with greens purchased at
the market.
Nelci Tlonaen works hard in Oebaki with her husband and three children—two in elementary school and
one entering high school. Despite the current drought, she feels confident that her family will persevere.
“Even now, I can afford clothes and food for my children. I don’t have any difficulty paying for their
school.”
That’s what happens when we imagine the world as God intends. Through your gifts, a new reality exists
for families in Oebaki and around the world. Please give generously!
Our offering is Sunday, March 31.
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Sunday, March 17, marked the end of our seventh Family Promise Host Week and, by all accounts, it was a smashing
success!
From birthday cakes to pancakes, Parcheesi games to Ping Pong matches, our guest families were treated to our
church’s warm hospitality and compassionate concern.
This all came together smoothly and without a hitch thanks to our amazing volunteer network. We feel enormous
gratitude to all of you who have contributed to our seven Host Weeks over the past two years.
And mark your calendars: our next Host Week is scheduled for June 2 – 9, 2019. Details to follow!
Fondly,
Debra and Tim Honey
Linda and Peter Foss

Upcoming Training for Family Promise
Greater Portland Family Promise Volunteer Training
Thursday, April 4, 5:30 – 8:30 PM
First Congregational Church
301 Cottage Rd. South Portland
Please invite your neighbors and friends who may be interested in volunteering for upcoming Family Promise Host
Weeks to attend this three-hour training session. Thanks for helping to spread the word!

OUR GYM IS OPEN SPRING BREAK
Staying around here for Spring Break? Kids driving you crazy? Guptill Hall is available for parent-supervised play during
the week on the following schedule:
Monday, 4/15 – BUILDING CLOSED for Patriots’ Day
Tuesday, 4/16 – OPEN in the morning for young children and in the afternoon for big kids and teens
Wednesday, 4/17 – CLOSED in the morning for the Children’s Closet; OPEN in the afternoon for big kids and teens
Thursday, 4/18 – OPEN in the morning for young children; CLOSED in the afternoon for Friday setup
Friday, 4/19 – CLOSED for Good Friday use
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LANDSCAPING
Improvements in the landscaping around the church are scheduled to
begin in May. Over the past few years the need to rejuvenate and
correct numerous issues concerning the church grounds have been
under consideration. It is because of the generous, dedicated
donations from the Hall Family and Frank and Maxine Wright, that the
Administration Team is able to undertake a comprehensive project to address these needs. The issues
include: damage to the building caused by plantings too close to the building; overgrowth blocking building
and utility access and inhibiting snow removal; loss of sidewalk and external lighting; safety issues including
high mulch beds causing water to drain and refreeze on the sidewalks; the loss of vegetation due to salt;
and the general aging and deterioration of plantings.
John Mitchell of the landscape architect firm Mitchell & Associates, and a long-standing member of the
church, graciously donated his time and talents and, working closely with the House and Administration
Teams, developed a plan that not only resolves these issues but results in the overall beautification of the
grounds and reduces the likelihood that the problems will recur. The plants selected will bring seasonal
color throughout the year. They will be located so as to avoid future damage to the building. Overgrowth is
avoided by using plants with limited terminal height and size. Salt tolerant plants are used in areas subject
to high salt application. It is also expected that by using plants appropriate for their location, the plants will
be healthier and ongoing landscape maintenance costs will be reduced.
While this work will cause some disruption for the two to three weeks in May while plants are removed and
replaced, and the loss of mature overgrown plants may cause some areas to initially look bare, these inconveniences will reap longer term benefits for the church. Your support and understanding through this time
of transition is appreciated.
Signed,
Church Administration Team

SPRING RUMMAGE/GARAGE SALE
It’s time again for the Spring Rummage/Garage Sale -- April 13 from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m.
You can start getting out all the “stuff” you have saved and bring it in to Guptill Hall
between March 23 through April 12.
We DO NOT WANT those big “old-fashioned” TVs as they do not sell and we have to pay to dispose of them.
We’re hoping for a Really Big Sale!
If you need help or have questions, please call Prudy Wiggins at 799-58705.
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WOMEN’S GROUP
WHO WE ARE: Women meeting every second Wednesday from 7-9 pm in Davidson's Lounge.
WHO YOU ARE: A woman who wants a safe space, inspiration and support. A place to talk, listen and engage
with other FCCUCC women about current day issues,
parenting, grandparenting, jobs, challenges and joys anything, really.

THE MISSION TRIP AUCTION
NEEDS YOUR DONATIONS!
We have a team of volunteers heading to Cherryfield
again this summer to help the Seacoast Mission Home
Repair organization. We will repair homes for lowincome families who may not have the ability or funds
to do it themselves. We have only one fundraiser for
this trip. The Mission Trip Dinner & Auction will be held
on Saturday, May 11, and we need things to
auction! Some of the items we’ve received in the past
include:

WHAT YOU WILL RECEIVE: An opportunity to connect
with old and new friends. A place to lift up your voice
(Sound familiar?) and lots - I mean lots of laughter.

§ a day or weekend at a camp or vacation home

WHEN WE NEXT MEET: Wednesday, 4/10, Wednesday,
5/8, and Wednesday, 6/12

§ donated services like yard work, auto reconditioning, babysitting, etc.

Please join us. If you want to talk more about the group,
please contact Jackie McNeil, Karen Westerberg, Jan
Bosse, AnnElissa Leveque or Sharman West.

§ sporting goods (in good shape), outdoor games,
kids’ items, pet items

§ gift certificates from area restaurants, shops, and
other businesses
§ tickets to area sporting events, musical events,
theaters, movies
§ hand-made items and gently used furniture

ESKIMO CLUB
The next meeting of the Eskimo Club is Wednesday,
April 3. Social time starts at 6:00 p.m. with a short
meeting to follow at 6:30 and dinner (prepared by Eastern Star) at 6:40 p.m.
Marie Jordan will share a slide sho from her recent trip
to Argentina and the Falkland Islands featuring Penguins, whales and much more. All men and women of
the church are invited. Non-members should call Rich
Mead (807-4663) or Walt Jellison (518-0874) to reserve
your dinner before 6:00 p.m. on Monday, April 1.
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Mark the date on your calendar and join us for a wonderful, as well as worthwhile, evening of food, fellowship, and fun. More information about the dinner part
of the evening will be coming soon.
We have a full crew signed up for the Mission Trip this
year, so we need lots of items to auction. The money raised at the auction helps to pay for the materials
that we use on our projects as well as our provisions for
the crew. If you have any questions or need something
picked up, please email Lynne Lanctot (ladl79@aol.com).
As always, thanks for your support!!
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