
L o o k i n g  A h e a d  i n  W o r s h i p  

J U N E  2 1 ,  2 0 1 5  V O L U M E  4 ,  I S S U E  1 1  

T H E  B E A C O N  

Deadline for the next BEACON is Friday, July 17, 2015—Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

For those who live without 
sufficient food, water, shelter, 
or safety; for veterans and 
those in active service; for 
peace and peacemakers; for 
areas in strife around the 
world. 

 

Prayers for Patrick Miller, at 
Falmouth by the Sea. 
         

Prayers for Maxine Wright, 
in hospice care at the South 
Portland Nursing Home; 
 
Prayers for Holly Culver’s 
Mom, recently hospitalized; 
 
Prayers for the Family of 
Nicky Tibbetts, as Nicky 
passed away recently. 
 
Prayers for members and 
friends of Emmanuel AME 
Church in Charleston, SC, and 
for the families of the 
victims. 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone:  207.799.3361        Fax:  207.799.4095               E-mail:  office@fccucc.org 

 
June 28 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship   
  Cindy Maddox will give the message. Fellowship time follows 

with Lemonade on the Porch. 
 
July 5 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship   
  John Ellis will give the message. Fellowship time follows with 

Lemonade on the Porch. 
 
July 12 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship   
  Cindy Maddox will give the message. Fellowship time follows 

with Lemonade on the Porch. 
 5:00 p.m. Pot Luck Picnic and Worship (Fort Williams) 
  
July 19 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship   
  Cindy Maddox will give the message. Fellowship time follows 

with Lemonade on the Porch. 
  
July 26 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship   
  Sara Bartlett will give the message. Fellowship time follows 

with Lemonade on the Porch. 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Visit our web site:  www.fccucc.org 

mailto:office@fccucc.org


CONGREGATIONAL CONVERSATION 
I want to thank everyone who attended our congregational conversation about applause in worship. We 
had over 40 people stay after church on a beautiful summer day, and the spirit inside the room was just as 
beautiful. Our goal was simply to hear one another, and we listened well. We heard that for some people, 
applause feels irreverent and distracting, while for others it feels joyful and spontaneous. We heard some 
people express concerns about applauding music as if it were a performance because worship music is 
praise to God. Others pointed out that we use applause in many different ways, and that their applause 
was an expression of their praise to God and a sign that their spirits were moved and lifted. We talked 
about the fact that few of us feel comfortable saying “Amen,” but applause is a culturally comfortable ex-
pression. We also agreed that there are times when silence is our best response. Our time together was 
punctuated with laughter and perforated with grace. I am grateful.  
 
By the way, this is one of the gifts of church, one of the gifts we need to be sharing with the world. We 
know how to talk about emotional issues and deeply held beliefs. We know how to disagree while recog-
nizing one another’s dignity and right to believe differently. This is one of the reasons the world needs the 
church; this is a skill that is vastly missing from public discourse. I hope we can learn how to share this gift.  
 
Thank you again for sharing your voices and your ears. 
 
Cindy Maddox 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
At our town hall meeting this winter, we determined the need for budget updates during the year (not just 
at budget time).  At the beginning of June, our spending was close to our prediction.  Pledges were at 46%, 
slightly ahead of what you would expect with 42% of the year gone by.  Two large pledges were recently 
completed, accounting in part for being ‘ahead’ of expectation. The good news is: we are on target with our 
budget projections so far this year. The bad news is: Nothing substantial has happened to put a dent in our 
deficit. 
 
What can you do to make a difference?  Be sure to keep up with your pledge over the summer.  You can 
easily arrange for your bank to automatically send your payment.  Or, you can use the church website to set 
up automatic payments. Simply go to FCCUCC.org and click the ‘donate now’ button on the home page.  You 
will need to create a profile before you follow the steps to complete the process. Consider an ‘extra’ dona-
tion at this point in the year.  In the past I suggested giving a little ‘extra’ each week when you go to church. 
Another approach is to see if you can help out in a more substantial way with a special half-year gift. Thank 
you again to those who have increased their pledges/gifts this year. Closing the budget gap means we all 
have to do our part, large or small, in the months to come. Thank you, too, for supporting donations at 
coffee hour, volunteering at Ft. Williams for Family Fun Day and for all the hard work on church events such 
as the Rummage Sale and Mission Dinner.  It is all part of the challenge and enjoyment of church life. 

THANK YOU ESKIMOS! 
Our church yard and parking lot look great! The Eskimos did some heavy duty work sweeping, 

filling and hauling away many, many buckets of winter sand, mulching, fertilizing, and       
trimming  all the shrubs.  A special THANK YOU to Eskimo President Walter Jellison for     
organizing the clean-up. 
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DISCUSSION CONCERNING RAFFLES 
Several months ago, the Council was asked to consider whether the church should allow, on a case by case 
basis, raffles to be held to benefit the Church. This question came from several places, including the town 
hall meeting that we held as we were working on the budget, and the Holly Daze Bazaar. The Council     
decided to get input from all of you before making a decision about whether to bring the matter to a 
vote. On May 3rd we held a very well attended Congregational conversation, and did what we tend to do 
very well in this Church – we openly and respectfully shared our thoughts and concerns.  Although there is 
general agreement that we need to consider potential opportunities to increase financial support and   
revenue for the Church, the strong feelings shared on May 3rd led the Council to decide to table further 
consideration about raffles at this time, and not to put the matter forward for a vote at the Annual 
Meeting on May 31st. We will continue to seek opportunities to enhance the financial support of the 
church, whether through stewardship or fundraising, and we encourage everyone to continue to share 
suggestions.      ~ Peggy Murray, on behalf of the Council 

FUN AT FAMILY FUN DAY   
Dana Wiggins and Holly Culver organized a great time on Saturday the 13th. Family Fun Day at Ft. 
Williams was warm and sunny. Generous bakers baked enormous chocolate chip cookies, which our 
team sold at our booth along with bottled water. Holly organized the water balloon toss (filling 
many balloons with water) and we sold tickets for the rock climb wall.  Besides having fun, we    
added to Community Crisis Ministry’s ability to support those in need in our area and to our budget. 
The cookies brought in $77.50 and we earned $632 selling the tickets for the wall climb!!  Holly 
even climbed to the top of the wall.  We thoroughly appreciated the opportunity to participate.  
Thanks to our wonderful team, including Holly, Dana, Lynn Lanctot, John and Lynn Howard, Jeff 
Stoddard, Peggy Murray, Scott Berry, Cindy Maddox, Elinor Redmond.  Thanks also to the Guild for 
their support. 

STEEPLE LIGHTING  
To light the steeple in memory or  
celebration of loved ones, contact the 
Office at 799.3361, or e-mail 
office@fccucc.org  
 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞  
 

MEMORIAL/CELEBRATION FLOWERS 
 
To remember or celebrate loved ones 
with flowers on the altar, 
contact Dana Wiggins  
danawig@gmail.com 
  

STEEPLE DEDICATIONS  
Our beautiful steeple is a local landmark and a 
celebration of our faith. It is even more beautiful 
when it is illuminated in memory or celebration 
of those we love.   
 

For many, many years, the suggested donation to 
light the steeple has been $25. Beginning July 1, 
we are increasing the suggested donation to $35 to help defray 
our maintenance costs.  
 

We do have postcards with a picture of our steeple that can be 
requested when you make a dedication. You can also purchase 
a postcard for 50 cents. 
 

mailto:danawig@gmail.com
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SAM ACTIVITIES 
Thursday, July 2—SAM Meeting at 1:00 p.m. in the  2nd/3rd 
grade classroom above the church office. 

Thursday, July 16—meet at the church at 11:30 a.m. and we 
will carpool to Fort Williams for a picnic.  If you’re made your 
lunch and it’s raining, come anyway.  We will eat somewhere 
in the church and pretend it’s a beautiful day.  It sure beats 
eating alone! 

Thursday, August 6—SAM Meeting at 1:00 p.m. to plan many  
future activities for the “SENIOR ADULT  MINISTRIES.” 

Wednesday, August 26—we will leave the 
church at 12:30 p.m. to attend a matinee 
performance at  the Arundel Barn Playhouse.  
The play is “Beehive: The 60’s Musical,” with 
songs like Downtown, It’s My Party, Respect, 
and many others.  Tickets are $25 and we have 
a few scholarships, first come, first served.  Please call for 
details. 

We are currently working on a trip to Coastal Maine 
Botanical Gardens.  We will let you know when plans are 
finalized and, in the meantime, please notify us if you are 
interested in joining the group. 

 

EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY  
The theme for June is canned meats. 

CHILDREN’S MUSEUM &  
THEATRE OF MAINE 
On those rainy summer 
days, don’t forget that 
our church has a mem-
bership pass to the   
Children’s Museum & 
Theatre! Church members may use 
this pass for free admission to the   
Museum for up to six people (in one 
group) per day. Please call or stop by 
the Church Office to reserve the date 
that you would like to visit the        
Museum and we will issue a pass. For 
information about Museum activities 
and hours, visit the Museum web site 
at www.kitetails.org   
 

“Dear First Congregation Friends, 
We, at Protect South Portland, can’t begin to thank you enough for allowing us to meet in your church.  
Your space, which always feels so wonderfully welcoming, has allowed us to continue doing the on-going 
work we feel is so important to our South Portland Community. 
 
This orchid is a small token of our deep appreciation. Thank you so very much for the invaluable gift of a 
meeting place. 
 
Warmly, Meg Brayley & The Protect South Portland Team” 

BECOME A HOSPICE OF SOUTHERN MAINE VOLUNTEER  
If you are interested in becoming a hospice volunteer and would like more information, contact the volun-
teer department or visit www.hospiceofsouthernmaine.org and click Volunteering. Email: volun-
teer@hospiceofsouthernmaine.org  or phone: 289-3652. 

BUSINESS MANAGER POSITION 
Some of you may know that our Business Manager Candy Welch is retiring in August.  

If you know of anyone who might be interested in this position, please ask them to call the office. 
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IMAGES OF THE DIVINE ART SHOW—October 17, 2015, from 1:00 PM - 4:00 p.m. 
Announcing the Images of the Divine Art Show, funded by the Dream Initiative! 
 
The First Congregational Church UCC invites the entries of all artists from the church and the wider 
community wishing to exhibit original paintings, drawings, photographs and prints in its first art 
show. Entrants are encouraged to interpret the theme - Images of the Divine - in their use of light, 
color, form, figures or pattern. The show is open to students, amateur and professional artists. A 
panel of three judges will award cash prizes in the following categories: 
     Middle School $100 
     High School $250 
     College/Art School $600 
     Amateur/Professional $600 
 
Registration forms with show guidelines will be available July 1st at 
fccucc.org. 
 
If you have questions about the art show, please feel free to contact art show committee mem-
bers Mary Anne Wallace, Leslie Gatcombe-Hynes, Debra Honey, Tim Honey, or Cathy Counts. 


