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Deadline for the next BEACON is Friday, May  30, 2014—Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ  

 
 
 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

For those who live without 
sufficient food, water, 
shelter, or safety; for 
veterans and those in active 
service; for peace and 
peacemakers; for areas in 
strife around the world. 
 
Ongoing Prayers for Betsey 
and Dan Cummings, as 
Betsey recovers from 
treatment;  

 

Prayers for Joanne Norman 
and Cathy Counts, 
continuing to recover at 
home; 
 

Prayers for Allan Bosch, 
continuing to recover at 
Seaside Healthcare;  
 

Prayers for Marilyn Seavey, 
continuing to recover at 
South Portland Nursing 
Home; 
 

Prayers for Nicky Tibbetts, 
undergoing radiation 
treatment; 
 

Prayers for Dale Mundee, 
continuing treatment at 
Maine Medical Center;. 

 
 

Phone:  207.799.3361        Fax:  207.799.4095                    E-mail:  office@fccucc.org 

     
May 25 Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Service  
 10:00 a.m.   Sanctuary worship with Meetinghouse Choir and Sunday School.  
  Cindy Maddox will give the message. Fellowship time follows in  
  Wright Pavilion. 
 
June 1 Seventh Sunday of Easter– Founders Day 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Service with Communion 
 10:00 a.m.   Sanctuary worship with Communion and  Meetinghouse Choir. 
  Cindy Maddox will give the message. Fellowship time follows in  
  Wright Pavilion. 
 
June 8 Pentecost Sunday—Confirmation  
 9:30 a.m.   Sanctuary worship with Meetinghouse Choir and Hilltop Ringers. 
  Cindy Maddox will give the message. Fellowship time follows in 
  Wright Pavilion. 
 11:00 a.m.  Inquirer’s Class 
   
June 15 Trinity Sunday (First Sunday after Pentecost)  
 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary worship with Meetinghouse Choir. Cindy Maddox will 
  give the message. Fellowship time follows in Wright Pavilion. 
    

OFFICE HOURS :  8:30 a.m. – Noon, and 12:30 - 4:00 p.m. 

Visit our web site:  www.fccucc.org 

mailto:office@fccucc.org
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SUMMER NURSERY 
Anyone interested being an attendant in the 
summer nursery please inform Anne Fuehrer. 
There is a $10 per Sunday stipend that begins on 
Sunday, June 15. You should be in the nursery by 
9:15 a.m.  (service begins at 9:30 a.m.).  Please 
sign up in advance with Anne Fuehrer or Judy 
Magnuson. 
 
FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL—TEACHERS AND 
SUPERINTENDENTS NEEDED 
In looking ahead, we are looking for adults or 
older teens that would like to teach or assist in 
Sunday School this fall. We need help in all levels, 
but particularly, Kindergarten and  5th and 6th 

grade. A teaching partnership with another 
parent or church friend is the ideal scenario. With 
Christ Kids Club on Communion Sundays, the 
monthly commitment is one to two Sundays a 
month for 60 minutes. Please let Anne Fuehrer or 
any EF&G member know if you are interested. 
 
PAGEANT COMMITTEE 
A Christmas pageant committee will be formed to 
prepare for fall. If you are interested in any part 
of the pageant—directing, music, costumes, 
scenery etc., please contact Anne Fuehrer. We 
are currently looking at scripts and would like to 
have details finished by September. 

A WORD ABOUT WORSHIP  
Although we do our best to end the service “on time,” sometimes we have special things in worship that 
extend the length of our service. This is a normal part of our life together as a community and is to be      
expected. Still, we want to be diligent about our time together so we are making a few small changes. Our 
“Life of the Church” will now begin at 9:58 so that our worship starts sooner. On Communion Sundays, only 
urgent announcements will be made from the lectern; all others will be in the bulletin. Lastly, being seated 
for the Postlude is now optional. If you choose to leave, please do so quietly so that those who choose to sit 
and listen can hear. Feel free to express any comments or concerns to our senior pastor or members of the 
Spiritual Life & Worship Team.  

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR DREAM WALL? 
In my sermon on May 11, I challenged us to dream 
together. We are doing this through what I call our 
“Dream Wall.” On the curved wall beside the 
sanctuary, you will find a large spread of purple 
paper with three questions:  

- What are you passionate about? 
- What are the unmet needs in our community? 
- What gifts do you bring? 
 

Please participate by writing your 
answers to these questions on 
our wall. Here are a few 
instructions. First, be specific. 
Don’t tell us simply that you are 
passionate about justice or 
church growth. Give us details. 

Second, if someone else has already written your 
answer, let us know by writing “yes” or “Amen!” or 
“Me too!” beside it. And finally, don’t worry about 
continuity between your answers. You may be 
passionate about one area and see a need in a 
completely different area. We will make those 
connections later so write whatever comes to mind. 
 
I don’t know what will come of our answers to 
these questions. They may point out the great 
diversity within our congregation, or they may point 
out the unified heart of our congregation. So I don’t 
know where this will lead. But I do know that God is 
speaking, calling us forward. We will hear God’s call 
at the intersection of our passions and the world’s 
needs.      ~ Cindy Maddox 
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How Can I Get From Here to There? 

We want to reach members (and any others) who: 

 Have asked yourselves this question at any time. 
 No longer drive, or who have driving limitations (distance, night, snow, ice, etc.). 
 Are not able to come to church, or go anywhere you want to go within Portland, 

South Portland,  Cape Elizabeth, Scarborough, and the surrounding area, due to 
lack of easily available transportation when you want it. 

 Are feeling guilty about repeatedly asking friends, relatives, acquaintances, or 
church members for rides each time you want to go somewhere. 

 Are 65 or more years old. 
 

If you have answered “Yes!” to this point, your church has the answer for you.  Please keep reading. 

First Congregational Church will be affiliating with ITN-Portland (Independent Transportation Network –       
Portland).  They have an exceptionally fine reputation for being able to take you by car to an area destination of 
your choice.  Here’s how it works: 

 You become a member of ITN-Portland.  To do this, you would fill out an application and pay a nominal 
annual $25 charge.  

 Then, simply decide where you want to go, and when you want to go there. 
 If it is to a worship service, or any church sponsored  function related to First Congregational Church, 

the round-trip transportation is totally free for you. 
 If it is to a destination (and return) of your choice, not related to the First Congregational Church, you 

would receive a monthly bill based on the distance you have traveled during the month.  

 A caveat: 
 You would need to plan ahead and call for a ride prior to 4:00 p.m. on the day before you wish to go 

somewhere. 
 It is still possible to call for a ride any time you wish to go somewhere and return, but there is an       

additional charge to you for any ride if you call at the last minute. 
 

 ITN-Portland specializes in working with persons 65 or more years old.  They are prepared to transport 
whatever you may need (e.g. walker, packages, groceries, etc.) and will accompany you to the door at 
your destination . 

If you are thinking you might need as few as several rides during the entire next year, being a part of this plan 
would be of significant benefit for you. In addition, there is direct benefit to the church for increased numbers 
of riders. 

“How can I let  First Congregational Church know I am interested?”  

 Call the church office at 799-3361.  If Maria Sorensen isn’t there at that moment, you can leave a message.  
We will follow up with you. 

COMING SOON – SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE beginning on June 8, 
with one service at 9:30 a.m. 
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FAIR TRADE REMINDER 

The Fair Trade committee will be taking orders for coffee on Sunday, June 1, after the Chapel and 
10:00 a.m. worship services; and Sunday, June 9, after the 9:30 a.m. worship service. Distribution will 

be on June 29.  Candy has generously offered to store in her office any orders that are 
not picked up, so don’t let your possible absence on the 29th keep you from ordering.  
Remember, your next opportunity to order won’t be until September so if you want to 
have Fair Trade coffee on hand for all that summer company, its important to place your 
orders now.    

 

SENIOR ACTIVITIES 

Thursday, June 5—SAGE meeting at 1:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, June 25– Bring your appetite for good  music at the Arundel Barn Playhouse for, “8 Track” —The 
Sounds of the 70’s.  We’ll leave at 12:30 p.m. to enjoy a good musical and good company.  Tickets are $25 (there 
are some cheaper seats, if it would help).  Please RSVP by June 10. 

Thursday, June 19 — Pack your lunch and join us for a picnic to Maine Audubon to see peonies in bloom. We’ll 
leave the church at 11:00 a.m. 

FOOD PANTRY S-O-S 
The use of the Pantry has increased steadily since 
the first of the year and our shelves are looking 
empty.  Please keep the Pantry in mind when 
shopping.  The items most needed are: 

 Canned fruit and vegetables 
 Peanut butter 
 Jelly 
 Crackers and cookies 
 Soups 
 Cereals 
 Tuna 
 Coffee (small size) 
 Black tea 

THE DISCOVERY CENTER 
It is hard to believe we are in the 
final month of preschool at The 
Discovery Center.  May is always 
exciting and historically passes by 
faster than we would like it to!   We are proud to 
be sending off yet another group of students to 
the wonderful world of Kindergarten and will 
miss them very much.  The students who will be 
staying with us have enjoyed their 'step up' 
days.  Each class has had a chance to visit and 
explore the classroom they will settle in to when 
we return in the fall.  Our last school day for the 
year will be Thursday, May 29.  We are happy to 
welcome many new families into our preschool 
community for the 2014-2015 school year.  For 
information regarding fall enrollment, please 
contact Kathy Jones, Director at 799-3361, x107 
or discoverycentersp@gmail.com.    

 

PLEASE call or e-mail the office to notify us if you have changed any direc-

tory information—phone number, e-mail or home address. 

mailto:discoverycentersp@gmail.com
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