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Deadline for the next BEACON is Friday, May 2, 2014—Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ  

 
 
 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

For those who live without 
sufficient food, water, 
shelter, or safety; for 
veterans and those in active 
service; for peace and 
peacemakers; for areas in 
strife around the world. 
 
Ongoing Prayers for Betsey 
and Dan Cummings, as 
Betsey recovers from 
treatment;  

 

Richard Besanko, now at 
Brighton Rehabilitation 
Hospital; 
  

Prayers for Joanne Norman 
continuing to recover at 
South Portland Nursing 
Home; 
 

Prayers for Allan Bosch at 
Maine Medical Center. 
 

Prayers for Cathy Counts, 
continuing to recover at 
Seaside Healthcare;  
 

Prayers for Rich Mead and 
his family, mourning the 
death of his mother Marjorie. 

 

Phone:  207.799.3361        Fax:  207.799.4095                    E-mail:  office@fccucc.org 

 
April 27 Community Crisis Sunday 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Service  
 10:00 a.m.   Sanctuary worship with Meetinghouse Choir and Sunday School.  
  Fellowship time follows in Wright Pavilion.  
 
May 4 Third Sunday of Easter—Scholarship Sunday 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Service  
 10:00 a.m.   Sanctuary worship with Meetinghouse Choir and Sunday  
  School. Cindy Maddox will give the message. Fellowship time 
  follows in Wright Pavilion.  
     
May 11 Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Service  
 10:00 a.m.   Sanctuary worship with Meetinghouse Choir, Hilltop Ringers,  
  and Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.  
  Fellowship time follows in Guptill Hall. 
 
May 18 Fifth Sunday of Easter  
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Service  
 10:00 a.m.   Sanctuary worship with Meetinghouse Choir and Sunday  
  School. Cindy Maddox will give the message. Fellowship time 
  follows in Wright Pavilion.  
  Congregation Meeting immediately following service. 

OFFICE HOURS :  8:30 a.m. – Noon, and 12:30 - 4:00 p.m. 

Visit our web site:  www.fccucc.org 

mailto:office@fccucc.org
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JOIN MISSION OUTREACH TEAM 
We are looking for one or two new members to join 
our Team. The Mission & Outreach Team is one of the 
primary ways our church serves and reaches out to the 
world beyond our sanctuary. The Team informs and 
educates the congregation about world, national and 
local needs, coordinates several of the congregation’s 
direct service projects; it also oversees distribution of 
funds to United Church of Christ denominational 
programs and to a wide variety of non-profit agencies, 
both faith-based and secular.  Please consider joining 
us at our next meeting on Thursday, May 1.  E-mail 

moteam@fccucc.org or contact the office for more 
information. We’d love to have you!     
 

MISSION PROJECT HELP NEEDED 
The Mission Outreach team oversees the monthly 
delivery of Birthday Cupcakes to residents at the Long 
Creek Youth Development Center.  If you love to bake 
and would like to bring special treats on a monthly 
basis, please email moteam@fccucc.org or contact the 
office for more information. 
 

   ~Mission & Outreach Team 

SAVE THE DATE 
The third annual dinner and auction to benefit the church's mission trip to Cherryfield will be held on 
Saturday, May 10, starting at 5:00 p.m. There will be a perfectly prepared pasta dinner, followed by 
an auction featuring a wide variety of wonderful items on which to bid. These include a Casco Bay 
cruise, a seafood supper for four, Sea Dogs tickets, and much, much more. Tickets are available in 
Wright Pavilion every Sunday after church. The cost is $8 per person, $4 for children under the age of 
13, and a family price of $24. Hope to see you there!  

If you have any items to donate to the auction, please contact either Deb Dagnan at 749-5045, Karen 
Westerberg at 799-1055, or Sue Ross at 329-7704. 

PILGRIM LODGE & STAR ISLAND—REMINDER:  
Please send all Pilgrim Lodge and Star Island  
campership requests to Anne Fuehrer by May 1.  
 

EF&G will be hosting the Teacher Brunch on Sunday, 
May 4 at 10:15 a.m. in Guptill Hall. Teachers will be 
escorted to brunch by the children after the Children’s 
Message during the service. The remainder of the 
time will be spent rehearsing for the Children and 
Youth Service on May 18 with Ms. Anne. Parent 
volunteers will be needed to supervise  each age 
group while the program is directed by Ms. Anne. 
Please let  Ms. Anne know if you can help with one of 
the classes. 

The last day of Sunday School is May 18. We will 
mark this day with a special service designed by the 
children and teachers. We are excited to share with 
the congregation and hope all will consider coming 
this day. The theme is love. We will have related 
scripture, skits, music and liturgical dance as part of 
the worship experience.  
 

To top off a packed service that coincides with the FCC 
Annual Meeting, we are going to be having a “Cupcake 
Hour” while members are busy with the annual 
meeting. This will include a contest for the Tastiest, 
Most Creative, and Best Display. You have to be under  
18 to enter. Entry details will be published by May 1. 

COOKIES NEEDED!   
Is your box of delicious cookies from the Holly Daze Bazaar now empty, or do you just have a hankering for 
some delectable morsels? The Mission Trip crew is providing an opportunity to fill your cookie jar through a 
Cookie Walk at its Dinner and Auction on Saturday, May 10.  What do we need? Oh, yes, cookies! Please con-
sider baking 3 to 5 dozen cookies for the Cookie Walk. Cookies can be dropped off at the church office from 
Wednesday, May 7, through Friday, May 9, and in Guptill Hall from noon until 5:00 p.m. on May 10; or con-
tact Walter Kimball and he will pick them up at your home.  Please let Walter know if you will be baking cook-
ies (phone:761.9512 or e-mail: wkimbal1@maine.rr.com). Thanks so much from the Mission Trip crew! 

mailto:moteam@fccucc.org
mailto:moteam@fccucc.org
mailto:wkimbal1@maine.rr.com
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SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 
The Committee organizes and facilitates the 
process for church members to receive financial 
support from The Scholarship Fund for the post 
secondary education.  Awards are made through 
two funds: the General Scholarship Fund, which 
includes six different bequests and gifts; and the 
Loretta Thompson Pond Scholarship Fund that was 
established by friends and family of Loretta.  Each 
scholarship fund had a specific criteria for 
applicants to qualify.   
 

It was a pleasure for the Committee to award 
General Scholarship Funds to Casey Fournier, 
Christopher Harle, Evan Indorf, Taylor Knowles, 
Barry Quinn, Greg Reinhold, Matthew Russell, and 
Hannah Skeffington.    

 

The 2014 recipient of the Loretta Thompson Pond 
Scholarship is Sally Keiter.  
 

Scholarship Sunday is May 4.  We look forward to 
recognizing the recipients and wish them the best 
in their endeavors. 
 

We thank you, the Congregation and Donors, for 
the privilege of administering this wonderful 

DISCOVERY CENTER PRESCHOOL 
Spring has arrived at The Discovery Center Preschool.  We are so happy to finally be able to get 
outside and enjoy some sunshine on the playground.  Our students are eagerly learning about 

the changes we see during this wonderful season.  Classrooms are decorated with 
hand-crafted umbrellas, turtles and our color of the month—purple.  Registration is underway for 
the 2014-2015 school year and we do have a limited number of openings Left.  Please feel free to 
contact Director Kathy Jones at discoverycentersp@gmail.com with any questions. 

 

SENIOR ACTIVITIES 
It’s time for daffodils!   If you’ve never seen the Laurel Hill Cemetery in bloom you have to do it this year.  
We will leave the church at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday April 30 and, after enjoying the daffodils in Saco, we 
will stop for lunch at The Egg and I in Scarborough.  RSVP by April 28. 
 

Thursday, May 1—SAGE meeting at 1:00 p.m. in 1st/ 2nd grade classroom above church office.  Please come 
with ideas for future activities.  If you need a ride please contact Kathy Sahrbeck at 799-3361, ext.112.  
 
Thursday, May 15, we will leave the church at 11:30 to have a picnic lunch at SMCC’s outdoor pavilion.  Please 
bring your own picnic lunch and, if the weather is cold or rainy, we will “picnic” somewhere in the church. 
 

Thursday, May 22 —A Birthday party to celebrate those 90 and older. Lunch and birthday cake will 
be served, starting at noon in Wright Pavilion.  Ninety year olds will receive an invitation and may 
bring a guest for free.  We ask that younger people pay $10 for their lunch, which will be provided by 
“Have Chef Will Travel.”   

Thursday, June 5- SAGE meeting at 1:00. 

Stay tuned for future information regarding a trip to Maine Audubon to see peonies in bloom and a musical at the 
Arundel Playhouse. 

mailto:discoverycentersp@gmail.com
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APRIL 27TH:  YOM HASHOAH:  DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 
OF THE HOLOCAUST AND THE HEROISM 
A small interfaith committee has come together to 
discuss ways that FCC/UCC might host or participate in 
an annual interfaith event that combines remembrance 
with education.  Until our new event is created, please 
be aware of the opportunities scheduled this year in 
Portland: 
 

Community Observance led by Rabbi Carolyn Braun at 
1:00 p.m. at Osher Hall, Maine College of Art, 522 
Congress Street. 
 

Two Who Dared:  The Sharps' War, a 56-min film being 
presented as part of the Maine Jewish Film Festival, 
sponsored by Verne and Tracy Weisberg.  It will be 
shown at 1:30 pm at Osher Hall immediately following 
the Community Observance. Waitstill and Martha Sharp 
are two of the only three Americans recognized as 
Righteous Among the Nations at Yad Vashem—the 
highest recognition accorded by the state of Israel to  
non-Jews who risked their lives to save Jews during 
WWII.  
 

At unfortunately conflicting times, the Portland String 
Quartet will perform a concert at Woodford Church at 
2:00 PM with a pre-concert talk given by Will Herz at 
1:00 PM.  Julia Adams writes:  Nothing brings history 
alive more that the music that speaks to that 
history.  The Portland String Quartet's concert will add 
voice to our reflections on Holocaust Remembrance 
Day.  Jewish composers Felix Mendelssohn and Ernest 
Bloch will bookend four short compositions by Holocaust 
victims at Terezín.  The Terezín works express the full 
range of human emotions from bitterness, sorrow and 
even a spirited Gavotte.  Bloch's majestic and profound 
Quartet No.1 is permeated with the sadness and 
struggles of the Jewish people through time which he felt 
deeply as a child. But the peacefulness of a day in the 
Swiss Alps brings into the mix the beauty of the world 
and hope for the future. 
 

Those interested in joining the planning committee for 
next year's interfaith event(s) should contact Sara Bloom 
at 266-8089 or cranisles@aol.com.  The next meeting is 
scheduled for mid-May. 
 

OFFICIAL CALL TO ANNUAL MEETING 
 

The members of the First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, are hereby called to 
meet on Sunday, May 18, 2014, following the 10:00 a.m. service of worship. 
 

 1. To receive the annual reports of the Officers of the Church, the Minister and Staff,  
  Boards and Committees; 
 

 2.  To elect Church Officers, Council and Team members for the 2014-2015 program year; 
 

 3.  To vote on the nomination and election of Elders; 
 

 4.    To hear and act upon any other business which may properly come before the Church.
   
       Janet B. Butler, Clerk 

BOOK GROUP—OUR LIVES AS SACRED STORY 
Our book group will continue to meet on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m., starting April 30 
and continuing for the next four weeks. We are exploring the stories of the Bible, the 
stories of our own lives, and the places of intersection between the two. We also are 
discussing theologies of Body, Community, Death, and Encountering God using OUR 
LIVES AS TORAH as our guide.  

mailto:cranisles@aol.com
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FAIR TRADE 
Even though Spring was slow in showing up, the Fair Trade Committee is already look-
ing  ahead to Summer!  As our last order dates before Summer’s arrival will be June 1 
and June 8, we wanted to give you some advance information on our pricing so you 
can do some comparison shopping in the interim. The good news is that many coffee 
companies and markets are now providing fair trade coffee as an option. There is no 
way that the committee could cover all the places you shop, so for your reference,  
here are the prices charged in our Interfaith Program sponsored by Equal Exchange. 
Below are the most ordered varieties: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
The case prices reflect the $3 surcharge  which we levy on each case ordered to cover any short falls and to     
supplement the coffee hour budget at the end of the year.  As you can see, even after the surcharge, ordering   
by the case is still the best deal. If you should want less than a case of another type coffee, you will need to order 
at least four (4)bags to qualify for the case price.  Because the above coffees are the most popular with our     
congregation, whole cases will be ordered no matter how many bags you want.  Any of these coffees that are 
“leftover” will be sold at the ordering table for $8.00/bag.  
  
We hope the above will prove helpful to you.  We encourage your support of the Interfaith Program as Equal    
Exchange does donate to the UCC Justice & Witness Ministries’ Small Farmer Fund.  But where ever you end up 
buying your coffee, thank you for your continued support of Fair Trade!  

Coffee Per Bag Per Oz. Per Case Per Oz. 

Breakfast Blend; Ground, Med. French Roast 7.00/12 oz. 0.58 41.40/72 oz. 0.58 

Decaf- Ground,; Full City Roast 8.00/12 oz. 0.67 47.40/72 oz. 0.66 

Love Buzz, Ground, French/Full City Roast 7.00/10oz. 0.70 41.40/60 oz. 0.69 

Mind, Body & Soul; Ground; Medium Vienna Roast 7.00/12oz. 0.58 41.40/72oz. 0.58 

French Roast; Whole Bean 18.00/32 oz. 0.56 86.00/160 oz. 0.54 

LOST / FOUND 
A  rose and aqua multicolored scarf was lost on Sunday, April 13.  If found, please return to the office. 
 

Our found items include eye glasses, many keys, diabetic kit, and miscellaneous other items.  Please 
check with the office if you are missing any items lost at church. 

ESKIMO MENS’ CLUB will 
meet on Wednesday, May 7 
at 6:00 p.m. in Guptill Hall. 

HILLTOP GUILD  
The next meeting of the Guild will be held 
on Thursday, May 8 at 7:00 p.m. in Wright 
Pavilion. 

WOMENS’ SPIRITUALITY GROUP 
On Wednesday, May 21 at 7:00 p.m. in Davidson Lounge,  the Women's Spirituality Group will re-
flect on mindfulness meditation in everyday life.  on Kabat-Zinn's book, WHEREVER YOU GO THERE 
YOU ARE will be the focus for discussion.  Please join us as we share our thoughts on this topic.   



PLEASE call or e-mail the office if you have changed your phone number from a land line 
to a cell phone, as we need the information for our records. 

Thank you. 

POTTED PALMS FOR SALE 
We have two potted palms for sale at 
$20 each from our Palm Sunday service.  
If you would like to purchase one or both 
for your home / patio, please contact the 
office.  First come, first served. 

FOOD PANTRY S-O-S 
The use of the Pantry has increased steadily since 
the first of the year and our shelves are looking emp-
ty.  Please keep the Pantry in mind when shopping.  
The items most needed are: 

 Canned fruit and vegetables 
 Peanut butter 
 Jelly 
 Crackers and cookies 
 Soups 
 Cereals 
 Tuna 
 Coffee (small size) 
 Black tea 

LIGHTING THE STEEPLE 
Did you know that when lighted, our 
steeple is visible at sea, right where the 
turn comes into Portland Harbor? Our 
lighted steeple is not only a symbol it is 
actually a beacon showing the entry to 
safe harbor. 
 

In the past, when we have asked for a 
steeple lighting to celebrate events in the lives of people 
we love, we knew that some of those who care about 
those folks would not get to see it. Well now they 
can. Betsy Keiter has braved cold, wind and snow to 
produce the photo you see here. It has been published 
into postcards. Now, when you light the steeple, you 
can have a record for yourself at no cost and purchase 
others to send out.  Maria Sorensen, in the office, has 
the stash. They are priced at $.50 each.  
 

This is our starter photo. There may be other versions to 
follow. Has anyone taken a photo of the lighted steeple 
which they like better? Perhaps we could consider it for 
a subsequent offering.  ~ Dolores Broberg 

WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO HELP 
WITH COFFEE HOUR ONCE OR 
TWICE A YEAR?  The basic need is 
for someone to set up the space 
before church on Sunday 
morning.  Simply pour out the juice 

for the children, fill the kettle so that it is ready to be 
heated at the end of the service, put the tea bags in 
the carafe and a few other simple steps.  Cleaning up 
is equally simple.  We need one person to take on this 
responsibility (server) every week. The server may 
provide a snack, if able. We also need one or two 
volunteers to bake goodies or purchase cheese and 
crackers each week.  Help during coffee hour itself is 
welcome.  The complete list of duties will be available 
through the church website or via email.  In addition, 

the list is kept in the Wright Pavilion Kitchen. Supplies 
for coffee hour are provided by EF&G. 
To make it easy to sign up, we are adding the  
internet to the sign up board that stands in Wright 
Pavilion.  I am compiling a list of people willing to be 
the server described in the paragraph above and/or 
to provide goodies for coffee hour.  Please note that 
taking responsibility as 'server' is the most important 
task. Simply send an email 
to coffeehour@fccucc.org to place your name on the 
list of potential volunteers.  Each month, you will 
receive an email asking about your availability/
interest in helping out during the coming month. You 
respond with the date you are available.  It's that 
simple!  Hope to hear from you soon. 
   ~ Elinor Redmond (767-4198) 
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