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Deadline for the next BEACON is Friday, April 3, 2015—Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 

The Church Office is open Monday—Friday, from 8:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ  

 
 
 
 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
For those who live without 
sufficient food, water, shelter, 
or safety; for veterans and 
those in active service; for 
peace and peacemakers; for 
areas in strife around the 
world. 

 

Prayers for Patrick Miller, at 
Falmouth by the Sea. 
         

Prayers for Maxine Wright, in 
hospice care at the South 
Portland Nursing Home; 
         

Prayers for Donald Anderson, 
recovering from surgery at 
home; 
     

Prayers for the Family of 
Roger Dolan, as Roger passed 
away on March 13. 
 

 
 

A celebration of the life of 
Robert Patten, who passed 
away on February 21, will be 
held on Saturday, April 18 at 
11:00 a.m., with a reception 
to follow in Wright Pavilion. 
  
  
 
 
 

Phone:  207.799.3361        Fax:  207.799.4095               E-mail:  office@fccucc.org 

 
March 29 Sixth Sunday in Lent (Palm/Passion Sunday) 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship      
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir, Children’s Choir 

and Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message. 
Fellowship time follows in Wright Pavilion. 

 11:30 a.m. Meetinghouse Choir (Music Room) 
 5:00 p.m. Seder Dinner 
 

April 2 Maundy Thursday 
 7:30 p.m. Sanctuary Worship—Communion will be served. 
 
April 3 Good Friday 
 6:00 p.m.  Soup supper in Guptill Hall, hosted by Spiritual Life & Worship  
 7:30 p.m.  Sanctuary worship: Meetinghouse Choir presents, “Behold! 
  God’s Holy Son.” 
  Easter vigil begins after worship service and continues until 
  6:00 a.m., Easter Sunday. 
   
April 5 Easter Sunday 

 6:00 a.m. Sunrise Service at Fort Williams—Communion will be served.  
 9:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meeting House Choir, ALS  
  Interpreted. Cindy Maddox  will give the message. 
 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir. Cindy Maddox 
  will give the message. 

  
April 12 Second Sunday of Easter—Community Crisis Sunday 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship      
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir, Children’s Choir 

and Sunday School. Fellowship time follows in Wright 
Pavilion. 

Church Office Hours:  8:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

mailto:office@fccucc.org
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2015 LENTEN CHALLENGE 
 

As we continue our 40 day journey together, we reflect on different theme each week. Keeping a journal is 
the best way to get the most out of the experience and track your efforts. Then let us know how it goes. 
 

WEEK/DATE THEME HOW TO LIVE IT 

WEEK 5 
March 22-28 

Give up busyness. 
Take on silence. 

Spend a week intentionally focused on stillness. Don’t over-
schedule yourself, and avoid unnecessary rushing. If you al-
ready live a slower pace, then reduce the noise in your life. 
Spend some time each day in intentional, meaningful silence. 
Make note of what you hear when you’re not rushing. 

WEEK 6 
March 29-April 4 

Give up dead-end 
thinking. 
Take on possibility. 

There is no better time than Holy Week to try setting aside our 
dead-end thinking – that habit of thinking there’s no out, no 
solution, no way to fix that problem. So whenever you think 
“That’s impossible” or “No way” or “There’s nothing I can do,” 
remember how this week ends. And find reason to hope. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AND SUMMER PROGRAMMING SURVEY 
Thank you to those that answered our survey. You overwhelmingly 
requested some type of programming for children on Sunday morn-
ings in the summer.  Pastor Cindy and Ms. Anne are working with 
EF&G to  provide a kid-friendly program for Summer Sundays.  Any 
program will involve volunteers to sign up for one Sunday. This is still 
in discussion and development.  There was also a very positive re-
sponse for Vacation Bible School (see below). 
 
THINK SPRING! THINK SUMMER!  SAVE THE DATE!! 
We do have some very exciting news!  Vacation Bible School starts 
June 22-26 (snow day dependent). More details soon! 
 
PILGRIM LODGE AND STAR ISLAND We hope to give camperships of 
up to $100 per camper, depending on the number of applicants.  
Deadline of applying is May 1. Please contact Anne Fuehrer for 
more information. 
 
PALM SUNDAY—MARCH 29 
We have many experiential events that we hope will add to your 
walk through Lent. Marking the beginning of Holy Week, will be two 
favorite FCC traditions: Children of all ages are invited to join in the 
Palm Sunday Procession as we celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. Later that evening, the Sandler family and EF&G will be 
hosting our traditional Seder Dinner at 5:00 p.m. in Wright Pavilion. 
Please visit with Jen Pringle during Coffee Hour and she can explain 
the details and offer a sign-up sheet for the special Passover dishes 

STEEPLE LIGHTING  
Light the steeple in memory 
or celebration of a loved one. 
Contact the Office at 799.3361, 
or e-mail office@fccucc.org  

  
∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞  

MEMORIAL/CELEBRATION 
FLOWERS 
March 22 – In loving memory 
of Kathleen & George Doering  
and Daniel BaRoss, by the 
Family of Robert P. BaRoss 
  
Remember or celebrate a 
loved one with flowers on the 
altar. 
Please contact Dana Wiggins  
danawig@gmail.com 
  
 

mailto:danawig@gmail.com


SENIOR ACTIVITIES 

Thursday, April 2—1:00 p.m. SAGE meeting.  Also note that worship for Maundy Thursday is at 7:30 that 
night in the sanctuary. 

Good Friday, April 3—The Soup Supper will be held in Guptill Hall at 6:00 p.m. and worship is at 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 8 at noon there is a luncheon at SMCC.  Reservations need to be made by April 1.  The 
price of $16 includes a four course meal with appetizer, salad, entrée and dessert. 

Thursday, May 7—SAGE meeting at 1:00 p.m. in 2nd/ 3rd grade classroom above  the church office. 

The annual 90th birthday party will be on Thursday, May 21. Those turning 90 this year and over 90, will 
receive an invitation.  If you don’t receive one, it is because we don’t know your age.  Please call the church 
office and tell us.  Those younger than 90 are encouraged to attend and celebrate with us.  For those 
younger than 90 it is $10 for the lunch and birthday cake.  90 year olds and their guest attend for free, so 
please RSVP and tell us you’re coming. 

CHILDREN’S MUSEUM & THEATRE OF MAINE 
We are happy to announce that our church now has a membership pass to         
the Children’s Museum & Theatre! Church members may use this pass for free 
admission to the Museum for up to six people (in one group) per day. Please call 
or stop by the Church Office to reserve the date that you would like to visit the 
Museum and we will issue a pass. For information about Museum activities and 
hours, visit the Museum web site at www.kitetails.org   
 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE—April 3 at 7:30 p.m. 
You are cordially invited to a service of remembrance that will include readings, 
prayers, hymns and anthems. We will walk trough the events of Holy Week from 
Palm Sunday to the Passover meal and prayers in the Garden of Gethsemane that 
will mark Maundy Thursday, then on to Golgotha for crucifixion. It is good to take 
time to remember the foundations of our Christian faith. 

ELDER RECOGNITION 
It is that time to begin the 2015 selection process for  
Elders. If you have someone that you would like to 
nominate, please email drideout4319@maine.rr.com 
(or drop off in the church office) a note that would 
identify the person and speak to why you feel they 
are deserving of this wonderful designation.  
 
Please submit your candidates by March 31 to the  
Spiritual Life and Worship Team, in care of the church 
office (office@fccucc.org) 

RUMMAGE SALE 
The spring Rummage 
Sale will be held on 
April 25. You may start 
dropping off items in 
Guptill Hall no earlier 
than March 31.  There 
is a sign posted that designates where to 
leave the items.  If you need any help, call 
Prudy Wiggins at 799.5705. 
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Dream Initiative  

JOB POSTINGS 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 

The First Congregational Church, UCC, of South Portland, a progressive congregation committed to 
social justice, diversity, and community service, seeks a part-time Communications Coordinator 
(approximately five hours per week). This contract position will work with the pastor on creating and 
managing our social media presence, maintaining a weekly email newsletter, and providing            
video editing, publicity, and website assistance. Send cover letter and resume by 4/15 to 
clm@fccucc.org.  EOE.  

 

YOUTH MINISTRIES DIRECTOR   

The First Congregational Church, UCC, of South Portland, a progressive congregation committed to 
social justice, diversity, and community service, seeks a Youth Ministries Director to oversee and lead 
our Youth Ministry program (6th to 12th Grade).  This is a 12-15 hour/week year round position. The 
Youth Director advocates for the ministry to youth and creates programs fostering relational and 
spiritual growth. Qualified candidates will have the following characteristics: 

Successful experience working with youth  

Excellent communication skills with people of all ages. 

Creative energy and a steady approach in evaluating and developing programs. 

Willingness to work in a positive, supportive way with the whole congregation. 

Sensitive to the needs and pressures of teens and ability to assist with possible solutions. 

Spiritual maturity and authenticity. 

Employment will be based on a successful background and reference check. EOE. Send cover letter 
and resume by 4/15 to clm@fccucc.org. 

GREETINGS FROM THE GAME ROOM COMMITTEE! 
We are a sub-group from the Dream Initiative, who 
have been charged with creating a new game room 
for our church youth.  This will be geared primarily 
for Grades K-8. So, how can you help?!  We are in 
need of many things to get started and are 
currently taking donations for used board games, 
card games and legos. We ask that games have all 
pieces and directions included if possible. Larger 
items that are also needed include bookshelves, 

bean bags, a TV console and a 30 inch TV (or 
bigger). Does anyone have an old Wii or Xbox they 
are no longer using?  We'd love to include this in a 
game room as well.  Donations can be dropped off 
anytime at the church office or you can contact any 
member of the Game Room committee and we will 
gladly coordinate pick up.  Thank you for your help! 

~ Leigh Ann Higgins, Jess Proctor, 
Elizabeth Scifries, Jen Pringle, Judith 

Borelli, Alex Ratta 

mailto:clm@fccucc.org
mailto:clm@fccucc.org


WOMEN -  IT’S TIME TO RETREAT 
Feeling a little cabin fever?  Give yourself a day away. This year’s WOMEN’S RETREAT will be held on 
Saturday, April 11 at St. Alban’s Episcopal Church in Cape Elizabeth. Join us for a day of renewal and 
relaxation.  This will be a single day event from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. with lunch included. Our theme 
is “Walking on Water and Making Waves.” Just imagine what our creative pastor and leader, Cindy 
Maddox, will come up with on that topic!  We will include both creative activities and a Spiritual Spa, 
so you can have just what you need most.   
 

Let us know if you need childcare, and we will see how we can help. Registration is 
$30 per person.  Scholarships are available.  Sign up at the table during Coffee Hour 
following worship or contact Sue Stevens (sues618@aol.com) to register or with 
any questions.   

FAIR TRADE COFFEE REMINDER AND REQUEST 
The reminder:  Fair Trade coffee orders will be taken on March 22 and March 29, with distribution 
scheduled for April 19.  As the next opportunity to order won’t be until June  28/July 5, and those   
orders will not be distributed until July 26, you may want to plan ahead with your March order. 
 

The request:  Some of us have been serving on the  Fair Trade committee since we started just about 
this time in 2008. Several have stepped away due to various reasons including feeling the need for a 
change.  We would love to have a few extra hands to fill in the gap. Would you consider helping out? 
This is a low-activity commitment, involving taking/processing and  distributing of 
orders just 4 times a year. The process has been streamlined & easily understood.  
For more information you can contact, Judy Kimball  at judyk53@me.com  or me 
at  scheffler@maine.rr.com  or speak to  any of us at the Fair Trade table on 
March 22.    Thanks for your support of Fair Trade.  ~ Carol Scheffler 
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The Emergency Food Pantry theme for April is  Coffee and Tea. 

PER CAPITA CONTRIBUTIONS 
Have you made your per capita contributions?  As 
a member of the United Church of Christ, our 
church sends  $11,395 for our 681 members to the 
Maine Conference and Cumberland Association for 
our annual dues. If you have already made a 
contribution, thank you. If you would like to help 
offset this annual expense by making a 
contribution, look for the blue envelope in your 

March envelope packet. If you don’t receive 
envelopes and would like to make a contribution, 
just put “per capita” on the memo line of your 
check. Membership dues are $15.00 per member.  
If you have any questions about per capita 
contributions please contact me   by telephone or 
email.  ~ Candy Welch, Business Manager 
(business@fccucc.org) 

mailto:(sues618@aol.com
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CONNECTIONS/NOMINATIONS 

Nancy MacLean, Elaine Brownell and Elinor Redmond had a series of meetings this fall, covering a 

wide range of topics.  We began by considering the nomination process at our church; by default,   

it has been people and teams finding replacements for outgoing members. This hodgepodge       

approach means no one is looking at the big picture; an individual with a certain talent does not 

always get matched with the team needing that talent.   

 

Our discussions moved on to wondering how well we know one another and what our particular  

talents might be…and how do we find out?  We remembered the participation opportunity forms 

and questioned how often they are put to use.  We considered the many reasons people attend a 

church.  One important reason, we believe, is to connect with other people in the congregation. 

 

This idea led us to have a trial “getting to know you” type of evening.  We invited a diverse group of 

members.  We shared with each other stories we would most likely never hear otherwise.  We did a 

fun exercise with props.  We had refreshments and a good discussion about our church life.  We 

thoroughly enjoyed ourselves! 

 

We plan to have a series of these events, both in the evening and in the daytime, including anyone 

who is interested. 

 

Meanwhile, we are working with the teams to write good descriptions of their work so that we can 

educate the congregation on opportunities to contribute to our lives together.  We are creating a 

brochure that shows how the groups fit together.  In this way, we hope to have a productive and 

exciting nomination process. 

~ Elinor Redmond 

WHAT DO YOU PRAY FOR? 
At the first two Sunday evening pot luck/services, Pastor Cindy asked us to share in small groups 
what we pray for.  This simple question proves to be an effective way to learn about one another 
and deepen appreciation for what is going on in the lives of people sitting right next to us. 
 
One group member asked me, “Do you pray for the budget?”  I replied, “I certainly do.”  It was a 
little bit of a joke at the time.  Underneath, though, is a real concern.  Yes, I am vocal about church 
finances.  Yes, they are on my mind because we are operating with a deficit budget and I am still 
unsure how we are going to fill that hole.  Yes, the congregation generated a lot of ideas…and we 
do not yet have a clear strategy or path to follow. 
 
What sustains me is the knowledge of the generosity of so many in our congregation and the firm, 
optimistic belief that we will solve this challenge together.   As a first step, join me in keeping our 
church and finances “on your radar screen.”  Surely our path will be come clear. 
 

~ Elinor Redmond (767-4198, eredmond@maine.rr.com) 
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The Mission and Outreach Team is pleased to announce the recipient of 50% of the special Easter Offering 
will be The Water Project. The other 50% of the Easter Offering is earmarked to support the ministry of this 
Church. Your offering can be made by placing a check or cash in the Easter envelope received in your April 
packet, or you can make a contribution on-line, or by writing a check and noting “Easter Offering” in the 
memo line. 

The Water Project 

“Access to Water Improves -  

   Education    When students are freed from gathering water, they return to class. With proper and 

safe latrines, girls stay in school through their teenage years. 

   Health   Safe water, clean hands, healthy bodies. Time lost to sickness is reduced and people 

can get back to the work of lifting themselves out of poverty. 

   Hunger    Access to water leads to food security. With less crop loss, hunger is reduced. Schools 

can feed students with gardens, reducing costs. 

  Poverty    Access to water can break the cycle of poverty.  

Every day in rural communities and poor urban centers throughout sub-Saharan Africa, hundreds of mil-
lions of people suffer from a lack of access to clean, safe water. Women and girls especially bear the bur-
den of walking miles at a time to gather water from streams and ponds - full of water-borne disease that is 
making them and their families sick. Illness from drinking dirty water and the time lost fetching it robs en-
tire communities of their futures. Hope is put on hold in over half of the developing world's primary schools 
without access to water and sanitation. 

You can help restore hope. Give water and help rescue some of the 440 million school days lost every year 
to water-related sickness. Put an end to the nearly 1 in 5 deaths under the age of five that occur due to 
dirty water. Wells, dams and rain catchment systems can provide a reliable source of drinking water. Sani-
tation facilities and hygiene training then help multiply the impact. Communities become  better able to 
grow themselves out of poverty. 

See between $3 and $34 be returned in economic growth for every $1 invested.” 

- Thank you from the Mission and Outreach Team Members 

The next meeting of the ESKIMO MEN'S CLUB will be Wednesday, 
April 1 at 6:30 p.m. in Guptill Hall. After the business meeting and 
dinner, we will enjoy a presentation by John Ford, a retired Maine 
Game Warden. Guests are welcome for his presentation at 7:15 p.m., 
or may join us for the Eskimo dinner at 6:30. If you would like to join 
us for dinner ($8.00), please make a reservation with Scott Berry at 
767-0236 by Monday, March 30 at 6:30 p.m. 
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Please help us update our records by providing your preferred email address and signing up for any 
email lists you would like to join.  Send the completed form to the Church Office. 
 
Name ____________________________________   
 
Email ____________________________________ 
 

□ I would like to receive the new weekly email newsletter. 

□ I would like to receive special prayer requests via email. 

□ I would like to switch from receiving the Beacon in the mail to receiving it via email.  

 


