
L o o k i n g  A h e a d  i n  W o r s h i p  
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T H E  B E A C O N  

Deadline for the next BEACON is Friday, March 21, 2014—Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 

March 9 First Sunday in Lent 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship 
      10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Sunday School and Meetinghouse  
  Choir. Fellowship Time follows in Wright Pavilion. Cindy Maddox  
  will give the message. 
 
March 16 Second Sunday in Lent 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship 
     10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Sunday School and Meetinghouse  
  Choir. Fellowship Time follows in Wright Pavilion. Cindy Maddox  
  will give the message. 
 
March 23 Third Sunday in Lent 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship 
      10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Sunday School and Meetinghouse  
  Choir. Fellowship Time follows in Wright Pavilion. Cindy Maddox  
  will give the message. 
 
March 30 Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship 
      10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Sunday School and Meetinghouse  
  Choir. Fellowship Time follows in Wright Pavilion. Cindy Maddox  
  will give the message. 

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ  

 
 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

For those who live without 
sufficient food, water, 
shelter, or safety; for 
veterans and those in active 
service; for peace and 
peacemakers; for areas in 
strife around the world. 
 

Ongoing Prayers for Betsey 
and Dan Cummings, as 
Betsey’s treatment 
continues, and as Betsey 
struggles with the side 
effects of treatment;  
 

Ongoing Prayers for Joan 
Dennison, who is home 
recovering from heart 
surgery. 
 

Prayers for Helen Adams, 
who will be leaving the 
Betsy Ross House and 
moving to Lewiston to be 
near her daughter. 
Blessings on her transition. 
 

Prayers for the family of 
Frances Dolan, who passed 
away on Feb. 27. Her 
memorial service will be 
March 29. 
 

 
  

Phone:  207.799.3361        Fax:  207.799.4095                    E-mail:  office@fccucc.org 

Visit our web site:  www.fccucc.org 

OFFICE HOURS :  8:30 a.m. – Noon, and 12:30 - 4:00 p.m. 

mailto:office@fccucc.org
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING – “WE ARE ONE” 
One Great Hour of Sharing, the refugee, relief and 
development offering of the United Church of Christ, 
transforms lives through health, education, 
agricultural and emergency relief initiatives in 138 
countries.  For almost seven decades now, nine 
denominations in the U.S., united as one, have 
together been connecting people through the One 
Great Hour of Sharing offering. The focus is on sharing 
with our brothers and sisters in need around the 
world because we are connected with them through 
Christ Jesus. It suggests that as long as anyone has an 
unmet need, we all have unmet needs.  Sisters and 
brothers living in poverty who would have been 

otherwise overlooked, or outright forgotten, have 
been empowered by our gifts to the offering. In 2012, 
the United Church of Christ received $3,439,530 for 
the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  These dollars 
are hard at work in Syria, hurricane Sandy relief, 
tornado relief, and in many more national and global 
relief efforts. When we cannot physically go to meet 
needs in person, our gifts go together to assist 
others.  To make your offering on March 16, use the 
pew envelopes or label your donation on the memo 
line of your check.  Thank you for your support to the 
One Great Hour of Sharing offering. Your gift makes a 
difference in lives of people around the world 365 
days of the year.          —Mission and Outreach Team 

MANY THANKS to all the volunteers that made the 
Mardi Gras Pancake Dinner a success! The Kitchen  
“Krewe” was awesome: Ed Saxby, Curt Magnuson, 
Terry Dellaire and Scott Berry, including the 
support staff of Carolyn Foster, Trudi Bakke and 
Judy Magnuson, assisted by Grace S. and Sally B.  
 

Many thanks to Shirley  Curry for setting the music 
mood, Justin Leberge for being the Master of 
Ceremonies, Chris Keiter for microphones, Deb 
Dagnan for organizing games and valuable 
assistance.  
 

Much appreciation to the Table Sponsors!  

Highlights include UConn Huskies, Krewe of La 
Mere or Mrs. Fish’s Reef, Rainbows and Unicorns 
by Amelia M. (winner youth category) The Red Sox, 
and the Garden District. Honorable mentions were 
Cajun Hospitality, LSU Tigers, The “Suga” Bowl and 
Mardi Gras Madness. 
 

Costume Parade winners were:  Adults—Mrs. Fish  
and youth—Eily S. The evening ended with a pre -
Lenten message from Pastor Cindy. We were 
grateful for all the food that was donated for the 
dinner. Ticket proceeds after expenses will go to 
the Youth Ministry group. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Dearest Friends, 
 

I was so overwhelmed by the graciousness of your recognition on my last Sunday with 
you.  There are not words enough to express how touched I was by your kind words, all the 
cards and gifts, the beautiful reception, and the totally unexpected monetary gift!  The framed 
collage of pictures from our time together now hangs above my dresser, and whenever I see it I 
am filled with so many wonderful memories.  Your gift will be used at the end of April when my 
husband and I take a weeklong trip to Charleston, SC—a place we have long wanted to visit. 
 

It was my joy to have worked with you as Transitional Minister and I thank you for all the ways 
our time together stretched and challenged me, enriched and blessed me.  Know you continue 
in my prayers.  In deep gratitude for ALL you have given me, 
  

Diane  
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"NOW I LAY ME DOWN TO SLEEP: HOW WE PRAY, THEN AND NOW" 

Irreverently speaking, many of us just don't know for sure. Come to our Women's Spirituality meeting 
on March 19 at 7:00 p.m. in the Davison Lounge to reflect on our various histories regarding prayer as 
children and on our current thoughts toward prayer in our day-to-day lives. If you'd like, please bring a 
favorite prayer to share! 
            

SENIOR ACTIVITIES 
Thursday, March 20— Lunch and Fun at noon in the Laity Room.  Bring your lunch and coffee/tea 
will be provided.  We will have a Domino game after lunch. 
 

Thursday, April 3—SAGE MEETING at 1:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, April 9—SMCC Luncheon at noon.  Reservations need to be made by April 1, so please call the 
church office as soon as you’ve made your plans. The cost is $16 for a good meal, tax, gratuity and quality time 
with your church friends.  Please join us. 
 

Wednesday, April 23—the movie, On Golden Pond, will be shown in Davidson Lounge at noon.  Eat lunch early 
and come see a classic movie with us. 

 

It’s time for daffodils!   If you’ve never seen the Laurel Hill Cemetery in bloom you have to do it this 
year.  We will leave the church at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday April 30 and, after enjoying the daffodils 
in Saco, we will stop for lunch at The Egg and I in Scarborough.  RSVP by April 28. 
 

Thursday, May 22— The Annual 90th Birthday Party will be held at noon on Thursday, May 22 in Wright 
Pavilion. More information will follow.  Invitations will be mailed at  the beginning of April and, if you are 
90 or more and have not received an invitation, please call the church.  All church members and friends are 
encouraged to join us for lunch and to celebrate, no matter what your age. 

THE DISCOVERY CENTER 
We are so excited to welcome March at The Discovery Cen-
ter Preschool! Our students are learning about how the 
month can come in as a Lion and out like a Lamb.  So far we 
are happy to have a few "Lamb" days already. We are also 
exploring the many books of Dr. Suess and celebrated his 
birthday by making red and white striped hats just like The Cat In The 
Hat:)  By the end of the month we will have a classroom decorated with 
kites as we ring in the season of Spring.  For those who are interested, our 
enrollment will open this year on Tuesday, March 11. Please give us a call 
799-3361, x107 or email discoveryctr@fccucc.org for more infor-
mation.   ~  Kathy Jones, Director 

ELDER RECOGNITION 
Please send us the name(s) of 
one or more members who 
you think should be recognized 
as an Elder for 2014. It will 
help if you include a brief ex-
planation of why you feel the 
member qualifies, whether for 
diligent service in various 
church roles over an extended 
period or for other reasons.  
 

Please send your names by  
Sunday, April 6 to the Spiritual 
Life and Worship Team, in care 
of the church office — 
office at fccucc.org 

ATTENTION: UCC SUMMER CAMPERS 
Camperships are available. Pilgrim Lodge and Star Island 
attendees please let Anne Fuehrer know as soon as you 
are registered for your camp sessions. 

mailto:discoveryctr@fccucc.org
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PER CAPITA CONTRIBUTIONS 
Have you made your per capita contributions?  As a 
member of the United Church of Christ, our church 
sends  $11,525 for our 703 members to the Maine 
Conference and Cumberland Association for our 
annual dues. If you have already made a contribution, 
thank you. If you would like to help offset this annual 
expense by making a contribution, look for the blue 
envelope in your March envelope packet. If you don’t 

receive envelopes and would like to make a 
contribution, just put “per capita” on the memo line 
of your check.  Membership dues are $15.00 per 
member.  If you have any questions about per capita 
contributions please contact me by telephone or 
email.                                                                                                          
Candy Welch, Business Manager 
business@fccucc.org 

RUMMAGE SALE DONATION DROP-OFF 
You can start dropping off donations on 
Wednesday, March 26, for the Rummage 
Garage Sale to be held on April 26.  Please 
put the items in Guptill Hall under the 

signs posted on the 
wall. We look forward 
to another great sale.  
If you need any help, 
call Prudy Wiggins at 
799.5705. 

SEDER DINNER 
Please join us for our annual celebration of the Seder Meal on Sunday, April 13 at 
5:00 p.m. in Wright Pavilion. Jeff Sandler will once again lead us in this Passover 
celebration that is a fun evening for all ages. Please contact Carol Zechman at 
zechmc@mainehealth.org or 712-7513 for more information  or look for the sign-
up table after worship on March 30, April 6, and April 13.  

SOUTH PORTLAND HIGH SCHOOL SOCCER BOOSTERS’ 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Save the date for the SPHS Soccer Boosters’ Pancake 
Breakfast in Guptill Hall on Saturday, 
March 22, from 7:30-11:00 a.m.  Ba-
con, coffee, and orange juice will also 
be served.  The cost is $5 per person, 
$3 per child (under 13) and $3 per 
senior citizen—$20 per family.  
Please come, have fun, enjoy a good 
breakfast and support the Red Riots. 

LOST  AND FOUND 
Please let the office know if you have lost anything at 
church.  We have a few items in the Lost and Found 
area of the office—one glove, sunglasses, vest, water 
bottle, etc. 

LENTEN STUDY:  
OUR LIVES AS SACRED STORY 
Our book group meets each 
Wednesday during Lent at 7:00 p.m. 
Together we will explore the stories 
of the Bible, the stories of our own 
lives, and the places of intersection 
between the two. We also will dis-

cuss theologies of Love, 
Suffering, Work, and 
Prayer using OUR LIVES 

AS TORAH as our guide.  

mailto:zechmc@mainehealth.org
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Our church is offering the opportunity at Easter to honor loved ones in memory, or in celebration of a  
special person/event in your life. 
 

The Memorial or Celebration plant(s) offered will be pots of traditional Easter lilies, red tulips or yellow 
daffodils.   
 

If you do not wish to purchase a plant and still would like to honor your loved ones in memoriam or in 
celebration, a gift can be made to the First Congregational Church Memorial Fund. 
 

A list of all memorials, celebrations and gifts will be included in the order of worship on Easter Sunday, 
April 20. 
 

Please complete this form to order one or more lily, daffodil or tulip plants, or to make a gift to our  
Memorial Fund.   

 
 

EASTER PLANTS (Please Print) 

 I would like to order: ______Lily(ies)      ______Daffodils      ______Tulips at $9.00 each, in  

 Memory     Celebration     of:_________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 From: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 I’ll pick up my plant(s) on Easter morning following the 11:00 a.m. service. 

 Please deliver my plant(s) to a shut-in. 
 

MEMORIAL GIFTS: 

 I would like to make a gift of  $________  in Memory   Celebration   of: 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 From: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Total amount enclosed: $__________    

 Name:___________________________________ 

 Address:  ________________________________________________  

 Phone :____________________ 

Please return this form and payment to the church office by Monday, March 31. 

EASTER PLANT MEMORIALS & CELEBRATIONS 



FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,  
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
301 Cottage Road 

South Portland, ME  04106 
 

(207) 799-3361 

Post Office 

Time Sensitive Newsletter 

Non-Profit Org.  
U.S. Postage  

PAID       
Portland, ME  

Permit No. 944 

Please let us know ... 
If you would prefer to receive The Beacon by e-mail 

instead of U. S. Mail 
If you are presently not receiving The Beacon and 

would like to be included on our e-mail or mailing 
list.  

If you do not wish to receive The Beacon 
If your e-mail address or mailing address or phone 

number has changed 
 

Each issue of The Beacon is available for viewing on our 
web site, www.fccucc.org 
 

Please contact the Church Office with your preference by 
phone at 799.3361, or by e-mail at office@fccucc.org   
 

Thank you. 
 


