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Deadline for the next BEACON is Friday, March 20, 2015—Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 

The Church Office is open Monday—Friday, from 8:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ  

 
 
 
 

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

For those who live without 
sufficient food, water, shelter, 
or safety; for veterans and 
those in active service; for 
peace and peacemakers; for 
areas in strife around the 
world. 

 

Prayers for Patrick Miller, at 
Falmouth by the Sea. 
     

Prayers for Ernest Bagley, at 
Seaside Healthcare for 
rehabilitation; 
     

Prayers for Maxine Wright, in 
hospice care at the South 
Portland Nursing Home; 
     

Prayers for Raymond 
Pandora, at Maine Veterans 
Home for rehabilitation; 
     

Prayers for Donald Anderson, 
recovering from surgery at 
New England Rehabilitation 
Hospital; 
     

Prayers for the Family of 
Carol Thorne, as Carol  passed 
way on March 3; 
 

Prayers for the Family of Ann 
Morong, as Ann passed way 
on March 8. 
 

Phone:  207.799.3361        Fax:  207.799.4095               E-mail:  office@fccucc.org 

March 15 Fourth Sunday in Lent—Mission Sunday 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship      
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and Sunday School. 

Fellowship time follows in Wright Pavilion. 
 11:30 a.m. Meetinghouse Choir (Music Room) 
 5:00 p.m. Pot Luck Dinner 
 6:00 p.m. Folk Worship 
 

March 22 Fifth Sunday in Lent  
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship      
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and Sunday School. 

Cindy Maddox will give the message. Fellowship time follows in 
Wright Pavilion. 

 11:30 a.m. Meetinghouse Choir (Music Room) 
 5:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 

 

March 29 Sixth Sunday in Lent (Palm/Passion Sunday) 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship      
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir, Children’s Choir and 

Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message. Fellowship 
time follows in Wright Pavilion. 

 11:30 a.m. Meetinghouse Choir (Music Room) 
 5:00 p.m. Seder Dinner 
 

April 2 Maundy Thursday 
 7:30 p.m. Sanctuary Worship 
 

April 3 Good Friday 
 6:00 p.m.  Soup supper in Guptill Hall, hosted by Spiritual Life & Worship  
 7:30 p.m.  Sanctuary worship 
  Easter vigil begins after worship service and continues until  
  6:00 a.m., Easter Sunday. 
   

April 5 Easter Sunday 
 6:00 a.m. Sunrise Service at Fort Williams  
 9:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meeting House Choir, ALS Interpreted 

 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Sunday School and Meetinghouse  
 Choir. Cindy Maddox will give the message. 

mailto:office@fccucc.org
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2015 LENTEN CHALLENGE 
 

As we continue our 40 day journey together, we reflect with a different theme each week. Keeping a journal 
is the best way to get the most out of the experience and track your efforts. Then let us know how it goes. 
 

WEEK/DATE THEME HOW TO LIVE IT 

WEEK 4 
March 15-21 

Give up consumerism. 
Take on renewability. 

Commit to purchasing only necessities for one week. See how 
it affects you, and if you simply postpone purchases until the 
week is over, or if you decide you don’t need those items any-
way. Instead focus your thoughts on renewability—renewable 
and reusable resources, but also renewing your spirit without 
“stuff.” 

WEEK 5 
March 22-28 

Give up busyness. 
Take on silence. 

Spend a week intentionally focused on stillness. Don’t over-
schedule yourself, and avoid unnecessary rushing. If you al-
ready live a slower pace, then reduce the noise in your life. 
Spend some time each day in intentional, meaningful silence. 
Make note of what you hear when you’re not rushing. 

WEEK 6 
March 29-April 4 

Give up dead-end 
thinking. 
Take on possibility. 

There is no better time than Holy Week to try setting aside our 
dead-end thinking – that habit of thinking there’s no out, no 
solution, no way to fix that problem. So whenever you think 
“That’s impossible” or “No way” or “There’s nothing I can do,” 
remember how this week ends. And find reason to hope. 

THANK YOU to the Eskimos for their donation to the Church Library in memory of Oakley Sanborn.  

SENIOR ACTIVITIES 
Thursday, March 19—Join us for lunch at the Bridgeway Restaurant.  We will leave the church at  
11:30 a.m. RSVP by March 17. 
 

Thursday, April 2—1:00 p.m. SAGE meeting.  Also note that worship for Maundy Thursday is at 7:30 that 
night in the sanctuary. 

Good Friday, April 3—The Soup Supper will be held in Guptill Hall at 6:00 p.m. and worship is at 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 8 at noon there is a luncheon at SMCC.  Reservations need to be made by April 1.  The 
price of $16 includes a four course meal with appetizer, salad, entrée and dessert. 

Thursday, May 7—SAGE meeting at 1:00 p.m. in 2nd/ 3rd grade classroom above  the church office. 

The annual 90th birthday party will be on Thursday, May 21.  Those 90 and older will receive an invitation 
and, if you don’t receive one, it is because we don’t know your age.  Please call the church office and tell 
us.  Those younger than 90 are encouraged to attend and celebrate with us.  For those younger than 90 it 
is $10 for the lunch and birthday cake.  90 year olds and their guest attend for free, so please RSVP and tell 
us you’re coming. 
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Dream Initiative  

Update 

Much has happened since Pastor Cindy's Dream Initiative announcement in late January. As you 
recall, there are five different areas of focus.  With several dozen hands assisting in this great 
work, below is a quick summary on the progress of each area.   

Children ~ The implementation team is well on its way to creating a Game Room for our ele-
mentary and middle school children.  Expected to be complete by mid-June, team members 
have polled the Sunday School children and brainstormed other potential uses such as Family 
Nights, Parent Nights out, or rental for birthday parties. Next steps include finalizing a space 
and gathering materials and supplies. Stay tuned for specific requests. We also are purchasing a 
Non-Profit Membership to the Children’s Theatre and Museum in Portland, which provides a 
daily pass to the Museum for up to six people per day, available to any member of our congre-
gation.  

Publicity ~ The Communications Coordinator position is very close to being posted, and we 
hope to have the position filled by June 1.  This person will help us increase awareness of FCC 
and provide an active Facebook presence, video clips of worship, and a weekly email news-
letter.  

Youth/Teens ~ The team is ready to post a job description for a part time youth leader. We 
hope to post, interview, and fill quickly to provide much needed support for our teens.  Team 
members have also connected with other successful youth groups in the area to seek guidance 
and ideas for the new staff employee.  

Worship ~ Pastor Cindy is already offering an evening Folk Worship once a month.  It includes 
folk style music led by guitar, an informal worship and sermon style, and time for interacting 
with others.  Next worship is March 15th!  Join us for a potluck meal followed by worship.  

Special Project - Art Contest ~This team anticipates the show will be on October 17th and is 
working on all of the logistics - publicity, judges, and details of the day.  The theme of the con-
test is "Images of the Divine" and is expected to attract participants of all ages.   

Special Project - Hearing System ~ To ensure all members of our congregation can hear during 
worship, this team is reviewing our current needs to update our sound system, potentially in-
stalling a Loop system, and updating current equipment such as microphones and headsets. We 
hope to connect with an audiologist and a professional sound engineer shortly. We are already 
finding some improvement. 

The enthusiasm and energy on the committees is overwhelmingly positive.  If you have any 
comments, see one of the Steering Committee members: Andy Chandler, Mike Kasputes, Jess 
Proctor, Mary Anne Wallace, and Carol Zechman.  



WOMEN -  IT’S TIME TO RETREAT 
Feeling a little cabin fever?  Give yourself a day away. This year’s WOMEN’S RETREAT will be held on 
Saturday, April 11 at St. Alban’s Episcopal Church in Cape Elizabeth. Join us for a day of renewal and 
relaxation.  This will be a single day event from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. with lunch included. Our theme 
is “Walking on Water and Making Waves.” Just imagine what our creative pastor and leader, Cindy 
Maddox, will come up with on that topic!  We will include both creative activities and a Spiritual Spa, 
so you can have just what you need most.   
 

Let us know if you need childcare, and we will see how we can help. Registration is 
$30 per person.  Scholarships are available.  Sign up at the table during Coffee Hour 
following worship or contact Sue Stevens (sues618@aol.com) to register or with 
any questions.   

MORE IDEAS 
The Teams have received a compilation of the ideas provided during our Town Hall meeting.  You 
will hear more as those ideas are processed.  One thing the Council is considering is allowing, on a 
case by case basis as approved by the Council, a raffle from time to time.  A raffle might occur as 
part of the Holly Daze Bazaar or other church event.  Please, share your reaction to this idea by 
getting in touch with Peggy Murray (pjmurray@roadrunner.com, 883-6535) or Elinor Redmond 
(eredmond@maine.rr.com, 767-4198).  We want to hear your thoughts on this topic. 
 

Another small fundraiser for the church (to be proposed to the Council) is a yarn sale.  We have a 
wonderful donation of top quality yarn provided through Ann Lockwood.  Her mom, Nancy Warren, 
was a wonderful and prolific knitter.  When she died last fall, she left a stash of high quality yarn.  
Anyone who wants to knit for the bazaar is welcome to take yarn for a project.  Anyone wanting 
some of this yarn for a personal project can purchase it at 50% of the original cost.  More details 
will be forthcoming as we plan how best to proceed.   

FAIR TRADE COFFEE REMINDER AND REQUEST 
The reminder:  Fair Trade coffee orders will be taken on March 22 and March 29, with distribution 
scheduled for April 19.  As the next opportunity to order won’t be until June  28/July 5, and those   
orders will not be distributed until July 26, you may want to plan ahead with your March order. 
 

The request:  Some of us have been serving on the  Fair Trade committee since we started just about 
this time in 2008. Several have stepped away due to various reasons including feeling the need for a 
change.  We would love to have a few extra hands to fill in the gap. Would you consider helping out? 
This is a low-activity commitment, involving taking/processing and  distributing of 
orders just 4 times a year. The process has been streamlined & easily understood.  
For more information you can contact, Judy Kimball  at judyk53@me.com  or me 
at  scheffler@maine.rr.com  or speak to  any of us at the Fair Trade table on 
March 22.    Thanks for your support of Fair Trade.  ~ Carol Scheffler 
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Office Hours:  8:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. Visit us at www.fccucc.org 

mailto:(sues618@aol.com
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The Emergency Food Pantry theme for 
March is Canned Fruit—Think spring! 
Drop off some canned fruit. 

ATTEND A BOOK GROUP IN YOUR PAJAMAS!  
During Lent this year are having an online book 
group. This means all discussion happens online, not 
in person, so you can participate in the group on 
your own schedule. The book we’re reading and dis-
cussing together is Barbara Brown Taylor’s book 
Learning to Walk in the Dark. To participate, go to 
goodreads.com and create an account. Then go to 
goodreads.com/group and search for FCCUCC, click on 
the link and join in! 

STORM CLOSING NOTICES will be listed on the following TV stations: WCSH Channel 6, WMTW 
Channel 8, and WGME Channel 13. We will also leave the notice on our answering machine. 

ELDER RECOGNITION 
It is that time to begin the 2015 selection process for  
Elders. If you have someone that you would like to 
nominate, please email drideout4319@maine.rr.com 
(or drop off in the church office) a note that would 
identify the person and speak to why you feel they 
are deserving of this wonderful designation.  
 
Please submit your candidates by March 31 to the  
Spiritual Life and Worship Team, in care of the church 
office (office@fccucc.org) 

RUMMAGE SALE 
The spring Rummage 
Sale will be held on 
April 25. You may 
start dropping off 
items in Guptill Hall 
no earlier than March 31.  There is a 
sign posted that designates where to 
leave the items.  If you need any help, 
call Prudy Wiggins at 799.5705. 

PER CAPITA CONTRIBUTIONS 
Have you made your per capita contributions?  As 
a member of the United Church of Christ, our 
church sends  $11,395 for our 681 members to the 
Maine Conference and Cumberland Association for 
our annual dues. If you have already made a 
contribution, thank you. If you would like to help 
offset this annual expense by making a 
contribution, look for the blue envelope in your 

March envelope packet. If you don’t receive 
envelopes and would like to make a contribution, 
just put “per capita” on the memo line of your 
check. Membership dues are $15.00 per member.  
If you have any questions about per capita 
contributions please contact me   by telephone or 
email.  ~ Candy Welch, Business Manager 
(business@fccucc.org) 

WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY CIRCLE  
will meet on Wednesday, March 18th at 7:00 PM in the Davidson Lounge. We will continue with Ser-
mons from Barbara Brown Taylor book, HOME BY ANOTHER WAY. Electronic versions will be availa-
ble by contacting Jan Bosse at janbosse201@yahoo.com or you can pick up copies in the WSC box in 

mailto:email%20drideout4319@maine.rr.com
mailto:janbosse201@yahoo.com


One Great Hour of Sharing – A Meditation on the OGHS Offering  
(Based on 2 Corinthians 8-9 and published by the United Church of Christ 2015) 
 

{“During what the Apostle Paul calls a "severe ordeal of affliction," the early churches of Macedonia some-
how managed to "overflow in a wealth of generosity" for their sisters and brothers in need. Their own ex-
treme poverty combined with their abundant joy resulted in this overflow, and as Paul testifies, they not 
only gave according to their means, they gave beyond their means. Even more remarkable, they actually 
begged "earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints". Giving is a privilege. 
"Have you ever imagined what it would be like not to be able to give?" 
 

But God provides all we need, enabling us to be in a constant posture of giving. All that is ours is God's, so 
everyone has a gift to give. God does not leave people out. God has created a world where there is more 
than enough; the sheer joy of that blessing is sharing it! Giving back to God is a matter of faith - it is the 
natural reaction to our saying "yes!" to following Christ. Once you know the invincible love of God and the 
Good News of the Gospel, you can't help but share it. In the sharing of your resources, you are living out 
your confession of faith as followers of Jesus the Christ. 
 

For almost seven decades, we have been putting our faith into action and making a difference, alongside 
literally millions of other Christians throughout North America, through the ecumenical One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering which funds disaster relief, food security, clean water, resettles refugees, empowers 
women, and provides sustainable development all over the world. For example, your gifts have been hard 
at work in places such as the Philippines, where Typhoon Hagupit caused major damage impacting over 1 
million people. Our response helps the entire community.  
 

Giving itself is a gift; a privilege; an opportunity to respond to God's outpouring of love for you. Giving 
through One Great Hour of Sharing not only changes the lives of more individuals and communities in 
need, it changes the world.” 
 

~ The Mission and Outreach Team thanks you for your generous support.  Envelopes can be found in the 
pews or you may submit a donation by check or online indicating it is for One Great Hour of Sharing. 

EVER CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING AT THE SOUP KITCHEN? 
Please consider joining us to cook and serve dinner at the Preble Street Soup Kitchen in Portland on 
the first Saturday of each month. It is a wonderful opportunity to help people who really need our 
support and to team up with fellow church members who you may or may not already know. We are 

seeking volunteers to help prepare the meal from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. and to help 
serve from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. You can come once in a while or every month. If you 
have questions or would like to be added to monthly invitation list, send a note to 
Karen Mooney at rmooney1@maine.rr.com or to John Richardson at logan-
rich12@yahoo.com. We hope to hear from you.  
 

Also, for those who would like to volunteer at other times, Preble Street is always 
looking for help:  volunteer@preblestreet.org.  Thank you.  ~ The Soup Kitchen Committee 

STEEPLE LIGHTING  
Reservations for Steeple Lighting: Please call the 
office (799.3361).          
  

MEMORIAL/CELEBRATION FLOWERS 

Remember or celebrate a loved one with flowers 
on the altar. Please contact: 

Dana Wiggins danawig@gmail.com 
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Our church is offering the opportunity at Easter to honor loved ones in memory, or in celebration of a  
special person/event in your life. 
 

The Memorial or Celebration plant(s) offered will be pots of traditional Easter lilies, red tulips or yellow 
daffodils.   
 

If you do not wish to purchase a plant and still would like to honor your loved ones in memoriam or in    
celebration, a gift can be made to the First Congregational Church Memorial Fund. 
 

A list of all memorials, celebrations and gifts will be included in the order of worship on Easter Sunday, 
April 5. 
 

Please complete this form to order one or more lily, daffodil or tulip plants, or to make a gift to our  
Memorial Fund.   
 

EASTER PLANTS (Please Print) 
 
 I would like to order the following plant(s):        Lily                        Daffodil                          Tulip  

 at $9.00 each, in  

   Memory  of:__________________________________________________________________ 

   Celebration of:________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 From: __________________________________________________________________________ 

        I’ll pick up my plant(s) on Easter morning following the 11:00 a.m. service. 

          Please deliver my plant(s) to a friend at home. 

MEMORIAL GIFTS: 

 I would like to make a gift of  $________  in Memory   Celebration  of: 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 From: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Total amount enclosed: $__________    

 Name:__________________________________________________ 

 Address:  ________________________________________________  

 Phone :____________________ 
 

Please return this form and payment to the church office by Monday, March 23. Thank you! 
 

EASTER PLANT MEMORIALS & CELEBRATIONS 
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Please help us update our records by providing your preferred email address and signing up for any 
email lists you would like to join.  Send the completed form to the Church Office. 
 
Name ____________________________________   
 
Email ____________________________________ 
 

□ I would like to receive the new weekly email newsletter. 

□ I would like to receive special prayer requests via email. 

□ I would like to switch from receiving the Beacon in the mail to receiving it via email.  

 


