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T H E  B E A C O N  

Deadline for the next BEACON is Friday, March 7, 2014—Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 

March 2   Our Transitional Minister’s Last Day 
       8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship with Communion 
      10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Communion, Meetinghouse Choir, 
   Hilltop Ringers and Sunday School. Diane Harvey will give the  
   message. A Farewell reception for Diane follows in Guptill Hall. 
 
March 5 Ash Wednesday 
 7:00 a.m. Breakfast hosted by our Spiritual Life and Worship Team,  
   Wright Pavilion  
 7:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship (until 8:00 a.m.) with Communion  
 7:30 p.m. Sanctuary Worship with Communion 
 
March 9 First Sunday in Lent 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship 
      10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Sunday School, Meetinghouse Choir,  
   Hilltop Ringers and Sunday School. Fellowship Time follows in 
   Wright Pavilion. Cindy Maddox will give the message. 
 
March 9 Second Sunday in Lent 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship 
      10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Sunday School, Meetinghouse Choir,  
   and Sunday School. Fellowship Time follows in Wright Pavilion.  
   Cindy Maddox will give the message. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

For those who live without 
sufficient food, water, 
shelter, or safety; for 
veterans and those in active 
service; for peace and 
peacemakers; for areas in 
strife around the world. 

 

Ongoing  prayers for 
Betsey and Dan Cummings, 
as Betsey’s treatment 
continues; and for Joan 
Dennison recovering from 
heart surgery. 
 
We celebrate the baptism 

of Liam Nicholas Moore, 

son of Nicholas and 

Amanda Moore. 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

Phone:  207.799.3361        Fax:  207.799.4095                    E-mail:  office@fccucc.org 

Visit our web site:  www.fccucc.org 

OFFICE HOURS :  8:30 a.m. – Noon, and 12:30 - 4:00 p.m. 

mailto:office@fccucc.org
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FAREWELL CELEBRATION 

We have been extraordinarily blessed over the past year and a half to have Rev. Diane Harvey in our 
midst, serving as our Transitional Minister, and guiding us through the many changes we have faced as a 
congregation.  She has shared in our joys and sorrows, provided guidance as we have discerned where 
the Spirit was leading us, participated in our mission trip to Cherryfield, and learned each and every one 
of our names.  She has travelled tirelessly back and forth between South Portland and her home in Kittery 
Point in winter weather and summer traffic.  As Diane’s work with us comes to an end, we invite you to 
join us in a celebration to thank her for all that she has done to bring us to this new and exciting place, 
and to wish her Godspeed as she looks to her next adventure. 
 
Diane’s last Sunday with us will be March 2, 2014, and we will be honoring her during the 10:00 a.m. ser-
vice of worship, followed by special refreshments in Wright Pavilion. We hope that many of you can be 
present for this time with Diane.    --The Church Council 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES 
Because we come from a variety of church 
backgrounds and faith experiences, I thought a word of 
explanation about Ash Wednesday might be helpful. 
Some people think that Ash Wednesday is a depressing 
service, with all that (alleged) focus on mortality and 
sacrifice. Although that may be what you’ve heard or 
even experienced, that’s not what this service is about 
in our congregation. This service marks the beginning 
of Lent, which does offer opportunities for personal 
reflection and turning/returning to what is important. 
But this service is also life-giving, reminding us of our 
humanity and our connection to others and the world.  

 
This congregation has the tradition of offering two 
worship opportunities on Ash Wednesday. The day will 
start with a light breakfast at 7:00 a.m. hosted by the 
Spiritual Life & Worship Ministry Team, followed by a 
service at 7:30 a.m., which will end by 8:00 a.m. so you 
can be on your way. The other service is at 7:30 p.m., 
which will be a little longer with more music. The 
imposition of ashes and the sacrament of communion 
will be offered at both services.  
 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me or a 
member of the SL&W Team.         --Cindy Maddox 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING – “WE ARE ONE” 
One Great Hour of Sharing, the refugee, relief and 
development offering of the United Church of Christ, 
transforms lives through health, education, agricultural 
and emergency relief initiatives in 138 countries.  For 
almost seven decades now, nine denominations in the 
U.S., united as one, have together been connecting 
people through the One Great Hour of Sharing offering. 
The focus is on sharing with our brothers and sisters in 
need around the world because we are connected with 
them through Christ Jesus. It suggests that as long as 
anyone has an unmet need, we all have unmet 
needs.  Sisters and brothers living in poverty who would 
have been otherwise overlooked, or outright forgotten, 
have been empowered by our gifts to the offering. In 

2012, the United Church of Christ received $3,439,530 
for the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  These 
dollars are hard at work in Syria, hurricane Sandy relief, 
tornado relief, and in many more national and global 
relief efforts. When we cannot physically go to meet 
needs in person, our gifts go together to assist 
others.  To make your offering on March 16, use the 
pew envelopes or label your donation on the memo 
line of your check.  Thank you for your support to the 
One Great Hour of Sharing offering. Your gift makes a 
difference in lives of people around the world 365 days 
of the year.    
 
   —Mission and Outreach Team 
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LENTEN STUDY: OUR LIVES AS SACRED STORY 
Starting on Wednesday, March 12, we will begin a study called “Our Lives as Sacred Story,” using the book, 
OUR LIVES AS TORAH as our guide. We will meet each Wednesday during Lent at 7:00 p.m. Together we will 
explore the stories of the Bible, the stories of our own lives, and the places of intersection between the two. 

We also will discuss theologies of Love, Suffering, Work, and Prayer. Nonesuch Books has agreed 
to order copies of the book and will give a 20% discount, but we need to know how many copies 
to order. Please request your copy by March 2, via the sign-up sheet on the door of the Laity 
Room, or email office@fccucc.org. Financial assistance is available. 

PILGRIM LODGE REGISTRATION TIME 
Attention Pilgrim Lodge Campers: As soon as you 
register with Pilgrim Lodge online, please inform the 
office or Anne Fuehrer, Director of Children and Family 
Ministries, so that we may plan our camperships this 
spring. The new brochure is out and also posted here at 
church. Remember this is not just a “kids” camp. There 
are camp sessions designed for grandparents, families, 
women, teens and more! 
 

DON’T MISS THE MARDI GRAS FESTIVITIES! 
The Mardi Gras, Shrove Tuesday, Pancake Dinner is on 
March 4. EF&G committee is hosting this FCC tradition. 
Fun, Revelry and Reflection to be included in this event. 
We will start early, at 5:30 p.m. to accommodate choir 
practice, with a brigade of pancake chefs cooking 
luscious cakes fried in hot oil. A costume parade 
followed by the presentation of the King Cake and 
games led by our Youth Ministry group. The music will 
cease and the lights go out at 7:00 p.m. sharp. This will 
symbolize the midnight shift in our focus from living 
abundantly and fully, to intentionally reflect upon the 
limits we have set on ourselves, the ones that keep us 
from being the people that Jesus wants us to be. 
 

PANCAKE SUPPORT TEAM 
We have a highly experienced squad of Pancake 
flippers pressed for duty. They will need some food 
items such as eggs, oil, mix, sausage, syrup, etc. A sign 
up sheet for these items will be out near the ticket 
booth for the next two Sundays. Tickets are on sale for 
the next two weeks and at the door. Advance sales are 

encouraged, as it gives us an estimated count for 
preparation. 
 

ARTISTIC OPPORTUNITY 
Would you like to put your decorating  talents to the 
test? You can be a Mardi Gras Table sponsor. No 
money involved, just let your creative juices flow! Sign 
up with the Mardi Gras maven, Ms. Anne, select a 
theme, choose a covering, make a sign for the table, 
create a centerpiece to the theme, set up on Monday 
evening (4:00-6:00 p.m.), then take down after dinner 
at 7:00 p.m., Fat Tuesday time. 
The following theme ideas are loosely based on a New 
Orleans Mardi Gras: Garden District (flowers), Street 
Car (Narrow Gage?) Follies, Saints (black and gold), LSU 
(purple and tigers), Preservation Jazz (brass 
instruments?) Krewe of Larus (gull), Krewe of Gadus 
(cod fish), Krewe of Alces (moose), Krewe of Ursus 
(bear), Krewe of Broadway (this could be fun), Pilgrims 
and Pineapples… 
 

WHAT IS A KREWE? 
“Krewe” is another name for a parade club, they either 
ride floats and throw cool plastic stuff or walk as a 
group through the French Quarter. They meet socially 
throughout the year planning their “throw theme” for 
their parade day, which could be any time in the few 
weeks leading up to Fat Tuesday. Many Krewes 
contribute to local charities just like organizations here 
in Maine. Krewe names are picked from mythology, 
local history, satirical quips -no rules!  

HILLTOP GUILD  
The next meeting of the Guild  and Annual Men’s Night will be held on Thursday, March 13, with a pot luck sup-
per at 6:00 p.m.—Everyone welcome.  A visual talk. “Secrets of the Marsh: Interrelationships of the Species,” will 
be presented by Ruth MacLean, King Middle School Teacher and experienced Scarborough Marsh Tour Leader.  
Reservations needed:  Call Deborah Rideout at 883.4319. 

mailto:office@fccucc.org


PER CAPITA CONTRIBUTIONS 
Have you made your per capita contributions?  As a 
member of the United Church of Christ, our church 
sends  $11,525 for our 703 members to the Maine 
Conference and Cumberland Association for our 
annual dues. If you have already made a contribution, 
thank you. If you would like to help offset this annual 
expense by making a contribution, look for the blue 
envelope in your March envelope packet. If you don’t 

receive envelopes and would like to make a 
contribution, just put “per capita” on the memo line of 
your check. Membership dues are $15.00 per 
member.  If you have any questions about per capita 
contributions please contact me by telephone or 
email.   
 
Candy Welch, Business Manager  
business@fccucc.org 

MISSION TRIP 2014 
Save the dates of Sunday, July 20 – Saturday, July 26.  
A group from the church will be returning for the third 
year to Cherryfield, Maine to work on housing repair 
with the Maine Sea Coast Mission.  Application forms 
are available in the office or by speaking with Diane 
Harvey or emailing her at dlh@fccucc.org  You may 

also speak with Bruce Lockwood or Scott Berry who 
are co-chairs of the Mission Trip planning team.  
Deadline for signing up is March 1, so we can send in 
the necessary deposit and paperwork.  A minimum of 
10 people is needed for the trip to take place. Cindy 
Maddox will be the clergy leader this year. 
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SENIOR ACTIVITIES 

Thursday, March 6—SAGE MEETING at 1:00 p.m. in 1st/2nd grade classroom above church office.  Please 
come with ideas for future activities. 

Thursday, March 20— Lunch and Fun at noon in the Laity Room.  Bring your lunch and coffee/tea will be 
provided.  We will have a Domino game after lunch. 

Thursday, April 3—SAGE MEETING at 1:00 p.m. 

Wednesday,  April 9—SMCC Luncheon at noon.  Reservations need to be made by April 11, so please call 
the church office as soon as you’ve made your plans. The cost is $16 for a good meal, tax, gratuity and quality 
time with your church friends.  Please join us. 

A NEW ADDITION TO OUR MINISTRY TEAM 
Last year we began the process of establishing a new ministry model for our church. Instead of calling another 
full-time associate pastor, we chose to divide the responsibilities into two part-time positions. Last summer we 
hired Anne Fuehrer as our Director of Children & Family Ministries. Now the Council has approved the creation 
of a new position: Pastor of Member Care and Visitation. This person will share with me the responsibilities of 
making hospital visits and calling on our homebound members, plus will oversee our lay visitation program. 
This is a part-time position, starting at 10 hours per week and increasing to 15 hours in a few months. Because 
this is a new staffing model, we will have a trial period to make sure it is what we need in the life of our con-
gregation at this time. 

We are blessed to have Rev. Bob Morse, a member of our congregation, taking on this role. For those of you 
who don’t know Bob, he is a retired minister, serving most recently as the Director of Pastoral Services at 
Maine Medical Center. The members of Council and I are all confident that Bob will be a wonderful addition to 
our team.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or Peggy Murray, our Moderator. And please wel-
come Bob to this new ministry among us.  --Cindy Maddox 

DISCOVERY CENTER PRESCHOOL—During the month of February the we explored both Valentine hearts and 
healthy hearts.  We also learned about dental health. 

mailto:dlh@fccucc.org
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Our church is offering the opportunity at Easter to honor loved ones in memory, or in celebration of a  
special person/event. 
 

The Memorial or Celebration plant(s) offered will be pots of traditional Easter lilies, red tulips or yellow 
daffodils.   
 

If you do not wish to purchase a plant and still would like to honor your loved ones in memoriam or in 
celebration, a gift can be made to the First Congregational Church Memorial Fund. 
 

A list of all memorials, celebrations and gifts will be included in the order of worship on Easter Sunday, 
April 20. 
 

Please complete this form to order lilies, daffodils or tulips, or to make a gift to our Memorial Fund.   
 

 
 

EASTER PLANTS (Please Print) 

 I would like to order: ______Lily(ies)      ______Daffodils      ______Tulips at $9.00 each, in  

 Memory     Celebration     of:_________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 From: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 I’ll pick up my plant(s) on Easter morning following the 11:00 a.m. service. 

 Please deliver my plant(s) to a shut-in. 
 

MEMORIAL GIFTS: 

 I would like to make a gift of  $________  in Memory   Celebration   of: 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 From: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Total amount enclosed: $__________    

 Name:___________________________________ 

 Address:  ________________________________________________  

 Phone :____________________ 

Please return this form and payment to the church office by Monday, March 31. 

EASTER PLANT MEMORIALS & CELEBRATIONS 
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FAIR TRADE COFFEE 
On March 2 and March 9, we will 
again be taking orders for coffee & 
tea.  You may have noticed at past 
ordering sessions that there has 
been extra bags of some of these items.  The 
surplus occurred as it was necessary to order 
case lots for some of the coffees even when only 
one bag was ordered. These leftover bags will be 
sold at $8.00 per bag for caffeinated coffee and 
$9.00 per bag for decaf.  There is also some left-
over tea for sale at $3.50 per box.      
 

Even though you will still be able to order single 
bags of the most popular coffees, please keep in 
mind that when you order by the case, it is not 
only more economical for you but also helps 
Equal Exchange keep their prices down.  See you 
on  March 2.    –Carol Scheffler 

RUMMAGE SALE 
The spring Rummage Sale will be held on 
April 26. You may start dropping off items 
in Guptill hall no earlier than March 26.  
There is a sign posted that designates 

where to leave the items.  If 
you need any help, call Prudy 
Wiggins at 799.5705. 

ESKIMOS 
The next meeting of the 
Eskimos will be held on 
Wednesday, March 12 at 
6:00 p.m. in Guptill Hall. 


