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T H E  B E A C O N  

Deadline for the next BEACON is Friday, March 6 2015—Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 

The Church Office is open Monday—Friday, from 8:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

For those who live without 
sufficient food, water, shelter, 
or safety; for veterans and 
those in active service; for 
peace and peacemakers; for 
areas in strife around the 
world. 

 

Prayers for Patrick Miller, at 
home; 
   

Prayers for Frank and Ann 
Morong, as Ann is in hospice 
care; 
   

Prayers for Ernest Bagley, at 
Seaside Healthcare for 
rehabilitation; 
 
Prayers for Maxine Wright, in 
hospice care at the South 
Portland Nursing Home; 
 
Prayers for Raymond 
Pandora, at Maine Veterans 
Home for rehabilitation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Phone:  207.799.3361        Fax:  207.799.4095               E-mail:  office@fccucc.org 

 

March 1 Second Sunday in Lent 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship with Communion   
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Communion, Meeting House Choir 
  and Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message. 
  Fellowship time follows in Guptill Hall. 
 

March 8 Third Sunday in Lent 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship      
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir, Children’s Choir 

and Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message. 
Fellowship time follows in Wright Pavilion. 

 11:30 a.m. Meetinghouse Choir (Music Room) 
 11:30 a.m. Mission Trip Meeting 
 5:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 
 
March 15 Fourth Sunday in Lent—Mission Sunday 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship      
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and Sunday 

School. Fellowship time follows in Wright Pavilion. 
 11:30 a.m. Meetinghouse Choir (Music Room) 
 5:00 p.m. Pot Luck Dinner 
 6:00 p.m. Folk Worship 
 
March 22 Fifth Sunday in Lent  
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship      
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and Sunday 

School. Cindy Maddox will give the message. Fellowship time 
follows in Wright Pavilion. 

 11:30 a.m. Meetinghouse Choir (Music Room) 
 5:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 

 

Office Hours:  8:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. Visit us at www.fccucc.org 

mailto:office@fccucc.org
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2015 LENTEN CHALLENGE 
 

Are you giving up anything for Lent? It’s a common question this time of year, as well as a common experi-
ence. Many of us have given up a variety of things over the years, to varying degrees of success. After all, 
what does giving up coffee or chocolate really do for us spiritually? (Especially if we celebrate Easter with a 
giant chocolate bunny, washed down with a grande espresso machiatto.)  
 

So this year we’re suggesting something a bit different—a giving up and a taking on, with a different    
theme each week. For example, the theme for the first week is “Give up complaining; take on wonder.” So 
consider it a fast from complaining; and instead look for things around you that fill you with awe and     
wonder. To get the most out of the experience, keep a journal to track your efforts. Then let us know how it 
goes. 

WEEK/DATE THEME HOW TO LIVE IT 

WEEK 1 
February 22 – 28 

Give up complaining. 
Take on wonder. 

Do you know how much time and effort you spend on 
complaining? Intentionally giving it up could help you real-
ize how much energy it takes. Instead focus on wonder. 
What around you inspires you to awe? (And don’t say 
“nature” every day—that’s too easy!) 

WEEK 2 
March 1 – 7 

Give up worrying. 
Take on gratitude. 

Most of us worry about things, and many of the things we 
worry about aren’t even in our control. So stop it, at least 
for one week. Every time you find yourself worrying, think 
instead about gratitude. Each day write down something 
for which you are grateful. 

WEEK 3 
March 8-14 

Give up criticism. 
Take on generosity. 

We often don’t realize how critical we are—of other peo-
ple and ourselves. Make a vow to stop yourself every time 
you think or say something critical. Be generous instead—
in giving and forgiving. Consider what makes someone the 
way they are. Write down what you gained from this expe-
rience. 

WEEK 4 
March 15-21 

Give up consumerism. 
Take on renewability. 

Commit to purchasing only necessities for one week. See 
how it affects you, and if you simply postpone purchases 
until the week is over, or if you decide you don’t need 
those items anyway. Instead focus your thoughts on re-
newability—renewable and reusable resources, but also 
renewing your spirit without “stuff.” 

WEEK 5 
March 22-28 

Give up busyness. 
Take on silence. 

Spend a week intentionally focused on stillness. Don’t over
-schedule yourself, and avoid unnecessary rushing. If you 
already live a slower pace, then reduce the noise in your 
life. Spend some time each day in intentional, meaningful 
silence. Make note of what you hear when you’re not rush-
ing. 

WEEK 6 
March 29-April 4 

Give up dead-end 
thinking. 
Take on possibility. 

There is no better time than Holy Week to try setting aside 
our dead-end thinking – that habit of thinking there’s no 
out, no solution, no way to fix that problem. So whenever 
you think “That’s impossible” or “No way” or “There’s 
nothing I can do,” remember how this week ends. And find 
reason to hope. 



WORKSHOP FOR 3RD AND 4TH GRADERS 
It’s almost time for Bible Discovery Workshop! All 3rd and 4th graders are invited to 
this fun and special workshop to learn about the Bible!  There will be three after-
noons of learning, crafts, songs, and fun. The children will be introduced to the basics 
of the Bible and our faith in a fun, age-appropriate, and engaging program.  
 

We will meet on three Mondays—March 9, 16, and 23—from 4:00-5:30 p.m. in the 
Laity Room.  “Graduation” will be on Palm Sunday, March 29, when the children will be presented with 
Bibles during worship followed by a cake reception after the service. 
 

If you have any questions or you would like to sign your child up, please call Deb Dagnan at 749.5045 or 
Carolyn Foster at 797.2901. There will also be a sign-up sheet posted in the office.   
 
~ Deb Dagnan & Carolyn Foster, Bible Discovery Workshop Teachers 
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WOMEN -  IT’S TIME TO RETREAT 
Feeling a little cabin fever?  Give yourself a day away.  This year’s WOMEN’S RETREAT will be held on 
Saturday, April 11 at St. Alban’s Episcopal Church in Cape Elizabeth.  Join us for a day of renewal and 
relaxation.  This will be a single day event from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. with lunch included.  Our theme is 
“Walking on Water and Making Waves.” Just imagine what our creative pastor and leader, Cindy Mad-
dox, will come up with on that topic!  We will include both creative activities and a Spiritual Spa, so you 
can have just what you need most.   
 

Let us know if you need childcare, and we will see how we can help. Registration is 
$30 per person.  Scholarships are available.  Sign up at the table during Coffee Hour 
following worship or contact Sue Stevens (sues618@aol.com) to register or with 
any questions.   

IDEAS? 
In the last Beacon, I wrote a reminder that the budget may have passed but we still have a lot of work to 
do.  Now we have a donation basket at coffee hour (thank you for the support!), the many ideas produced 
at our Town Hall meeting are compiled and passed along to the Church Teams. You will hear more as the 
ideas are processed and undertaken. 
 

But – what happens in the meantime?  You can do something for our church every Sunday.  Here is an ex-
ample:  I happen to love buying a latte once or twice a week.  I need to have it decaffeinated and with skim 
milk.  Still it is a treat and I look forward to it.  Right now I am consciously refraining from one latte each 
week and putting that money ($4) in the collection plate.  Yes, this donation is in addition to my pledge. 
 

I invite you to join me in giving a little extra every week.  You can put the money right in the envelope with 
your check if you want.  I find this an easy way to do my part in chipping away at our deficit.  I like having 
the amount tied to something concrete.  And of course, Lent is a perfect time to think about ‘giving up’ a 
pleasure.   
 

Won’t you join me in doing something about our deficit while we wait to learn what fundraisers we will be 
undertaking? 
 

Thanks – and let me know if you want to help.  Elinor Redmond 

mailto:(sues618@aol.com


STEEPLE LIGHTING  
March 1-7—In loving memory of  
Gordon Mitchell, from his wife Marilyn. 
 
Reservations for Steeple Lighting: 
Please call the office (799.3361).          

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞  
MEMORIAL/CELEBRATION FLOWERS 
February 8—In loving memory  of Bob 
Cannell, Harriet & William Cannell and 
Mary & Robert  Kelby, by Joan, Bill, 
Joyce and Audrey Cannell 
 

February 15—In loving memory of  
Don 'Lefty' Files, by his wife Janice 
 

Remember or celebrate a loved one 
with flowers on the altar. 
Please contact: 

Dana Wiggins danawig@gmail.com 
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ESKIMOS 
The next meeting of the 
Eskimo Men’s Club will be 
Wednesday, March 4, in 
Guptill Hall at 6:15 p.m. 
The speaker after dinner will be former 
firefighter and South Portland Councilor, 
Tom Blake, who will talk about forgotten 
historical landmarks in South Portland. All 
are welcome to his presentation which will 
begin at about 7:15 p.m. 

SENIOR ACTIVITIES 
Thursday, February 26—Join us 
for Lunch and Fun at noon in the 
Laity Room. Bring your lunch and 
join us for conversation. We’ll have 
a Domino game after lunch.  

Thursday, March 5—SAGE meeting at 1:00 p.m. in the 
2nd/3rd grade classroom above the church office. 

Thursday, March 12—Come see a highly recommended 
movie called,  “God is Not Dead.”  Please join us  in the 
Laity Room at 1:30 p.m. 

Thursday, March 19—Join us for lunch at the Bridgeway 
Restaurant.  We will leave the church at 11:30 a.m. RSVP 
by March 17. 

Thursday, April 2—1:00 SAGE meeting.  Also note that 
worship for Maundy Thursday is at 7:30 that night in the 
sanctuary. 

Good Friday, April 3—The Soup Supper will be held in 
Guptill Hall at 6:00 p.m. and worship is at 7:30 p.m. 

 Lunch. 
  Feed your curiosity. 

    
The Emergency Food Pantry theme for 
March is Canned Fruit—Think spring! 
Drop off some canned fruit. 

The Hilltop Guild will be meeting on 
Thursday, March 12 at 6:30 p.m.  This 
is the Guild's annual men's night pot 
luck supper. The evening's speaker will 
be Ruth Walker who will talk about her 

experiences growing up in the Panama Canal Zone.  

ATTEND A BOOK GROUP IN YOUR PAJAMAS!  
During Lent this year we will have an online book group. 
This means all discussion will happen online, not in person, 
so you can participate in the group on your own schedule. 
The book we’re reading and discussing together is Barbara 
Brown Taylor’s book Learning to Walk in the Dark. To par-
ticipate, go to goodreads.com and create an account. Then go 
to goodreads.com/group and search for FCCUCC, click on the 
link and join in! 

STORM CLOSING NOTICES will be listed on the following TV 
stations: WCSH Channel 6, WMTW Channel 8, and WGME 
Channel 13. We will also leave the notice on our answering 
machine. 

mailto:danawig@gmail.com


 
   

 
 
Our church is offering the opportunity at Easter to honor loved ones in memory, or in celebration of a  
special person/event in your life. 
 

The Memorial or Celebration plant(s) offered will be pots of traditional Easter lilies, red tulips or yellow 
daffodils.   
 

If you do not wish to purchase a plant and still would like to honor your loved ones in memoriam or in    
celebration, a gift can be made to the First Congregational Church Memorial Fund. 
 

A list of all memorials, celebrations and gifts will be included in the order of worship on Easter Sunday, 
April 5. 
 

Please complete this form to order one or more lily, daffodil or tulip plants, or to make a gift to our  
Memorial Fund.   
 

EASTER PLANTS (Please Print) 
 
 I would like to order the following plant(s):        Lily                        Daffodil                          Tulip  

 at $9.00 each, in  

   Memory  of:__________________________________________________________________ 

   Celebration of:________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 From: __________________________________________________________________________ 

        I’ll pick up my plant(s) on Easter morning following the 11:00 a.m. service. 

          Please deliver my plant(s) to a friend at home. 

MEMORIAL GIFTS: 

 I would like to make a gift of  $________  in Memory   Celebration  of: 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 From: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Total amount enclosed: $__________    

 Name:__________________________________________________ 

 Address:  ________________________________________________  

 Phone :____________________ 
 

Please return this form and payment to the church office by Monday, March 23. Thank you! 
 

EASTER PLANT MEMORIALS & CELEBRATIONS 
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