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Deadline for the next BEACON is Friday, February 20, 2015—Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 

The Church Office is open Monday—Friday, from 8:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

For those who live without 
sufficient food, water, shelter, 
or safety; for veterans and 
those in active service; for 
peace and peacemakers; for 
areas in strife around the 
world. 

 

Prayers for Patrick Miller, son 
of Carole and Walter Jellison, 
at home; 
 

Prayers for Raymond 
Pandora, at home; 
   

Prayers for Frank and Ann 
Morong, as Ann is in hospice 
care; 
   

Prayers for Ernest Bagley, at 
Seaside Healthcare for 
rehabilitation; 
 
Prayers for Maxine Wright, in 
hospice care at the South 
Portland Nursing Home. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Phone:  207.799.3361        Fax:  207.799.4095               E-mail:  office@fccucc.org 

 

February 15 Transfiguration Sunday 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship   
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meeting House Choir 
  Cindy Maddox will give the message. Fellowship time  
  follows in Wright Pavilion. 
 5:00 p.m. Pot Luck Dinner 
 6:00 p.m. Folk Worship—Wright Pavilion 
 
February 18 Ash Wednesday 
 7:30 a.m.  Sanctuary Worship (30 minute service) 
 8:00 a.m. Breakfast in Wright Pavilion, hosted by our Spiritual  
  Life & Worship Ministry Team (Donations welcome) 
 7:30 p.m. Sanctuary Worship 
   
February 22 First Sunday in Lent 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship   
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meeting House Choir and Sunday 
  School. Cindy Maddox will give the message. Fellowship time 
  follows in Wright Pavilion. 
 
March 1 Second Sunday in Lent 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship with Communion   
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Communion, Meeting House Choir 
  and Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message. 
  Fellowship time follows in Wright Pavilion. 
 

STORM CLOSING NOTICES will be listed on the following TV stations: 
WCSH Channel 6, WMTW Channel 8, and WGME Channel 13.  

Office Hours:  8:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. Visit us at www.fccucc.org 

mailto:office@fccucc.org


FINANCIAL UPDATE   
The budget passed unanimously at our church meeting; I think most of us felt excited and happy and 
we look forward to the “Dream Initiative.”  But wait!  Simply passing the budget – with its deficit and 
fund raising objectives – does not mean we can sit back and relax.  We need to work and plan to fill 
the hole that we created. 
 

Comments at our church Town Hall meeting included a wish for regular financial updates.  We can    
accomplish that easily.  More challenging is getting organized and planning for a different approach to 
stewardship and “fund raising.” The Council will systematically look at the many suggestions offered 
up during our Town Hall Meeting and make recommendations.  We will need help in implementing a 
plan. 
 

Again – we cannot sit back and relax.  We need volunteers.  Would you like to be part of a year-long 
effort to ensure the financial health of our church?  We need to have a firm base as we venture forth 
with the Dream Initiative.  This is up to all of us – please let me know you can help.  ~ Elinor Redmond 

WORKSHOP FOR 3RD AND 4TH GRADERS 
It’s almost time for Bible Discovery Workshop! All 3rd and 4th graders are invited to 
this fun and special workshop to learn about the Bible!  There will be three after-
noons of learning, crafts, songs, and fun. The children will be introduced to the basics 
of the Bible and our faith in a fun, age-appropriate, and engaging program.  
 

We will meet on three Mondays—March 9, 16, and 23—from 4:00-5:30 p.m. in the 
Laity Room.  “Graduation” will be on Palm Sunday, March 29, when the children will be presented with 
Bibles during worship followed by a cake reception after the service. 
 

If you have any questions or you would like to sign your child up, please call Deb Dagnan at 749.5045 or 
Carolyn Foster at 797.2901. There will also be a sign-up sheet posted in the office.   
 
~ Deb Dagnan & Carolyn Foster, Bible Discovery Workshop Teachers 

YOUTH GROUP OVERNIGHT AND SUPER SUB SALES 
Both the Senior High and Middle School youth 
groups were busy this month. We had our 
traditional overnight/Super Bowl sub sandwich 
fundraiser and added a much needed coat of paint 
to the youth room. We made and sold about 70 
sandwiches. Thank you to those that purchased 
sandwiches to support us!  Ms. Anne would like to 
thank Beth Marie Stacy for co-chaperoning the 
overnight, Ruth and Nathan Dodge for assisting with 
sandwich preparations, Deb Dagnan and Jackie 
McNeil for leading the effort on painting the youth 
room and Carolyn Foster for the wake-up call and 

breakfast delivery. Thanks also for our energetic 
youth Andrew Lockwood, Theo Brucker, Paul 
Zechman, Jameson Bakke, Amelia McNeil-Maddox, 
Grace Stacy, Meghan Livingston, and Ben Dodge. 
 
NEW NAME TAG SYSTEM FOR CHILDREN AGES 4-13 
We are trying a new system! All the tags have been 
alphabetized in the box in the narthex. You can look 
it up by your last name. After coffee hour, when 
your parents return their tags, please wind up your 
string and put your name tag back in its right spot 
and it will be there for the next week. 
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The WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY CIRCLE will be meeting on February 25 at 7:00 p.m. in the Davidson 
Lounge. This later date will not conflict with Ash Wednesday services on the 18. As we did not discuss 
the reading from Barbara Brown Taylor’s book, ANOTHER WAY HOME, in January, we will discuss both 
that reading and the planned February reading together. I have distributed a pdf version by e-mail and 
there are copies of both readings in our mailbox outside the office in the hall. Hope to see you there. All 
women are welcome to join us at any time. For more information e-mail womenscircle@fccucc.org  

STEEPLE LIGHTING  
Reservations for Steeple Lighting: 
Please call the office (799.3361).          

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞  
MEMORIAL/CELEBRATION FLOWERS 
February 8—In loving memory  of Bob 
Cannell, Harriet & William Cannell and 
Mary & Robert  Kelby, by Joan, Bill, 
Joyce and Audrey Cannell 
 

February 15—In loving memory of  
Don 'Lefty' Files, by his wife Janice 
 

Remember or celebrate a loved one 
with flowers on the altar. 
Please contact: Louise Nisbet 
Lnisbe91@maine.edu 

FCC UCC MISSION TRIP 2015 
We’ll be returning to Cherryfield, Maine in the summer of 2015 to work with 
the Maine Seacoast Mission (MSM). Dates for your calendars are to depart on 
Sunday, July 19, after church and return home on Saturday, July 25. As many of 
you know, the MSM serves the Downeast region year-round with an after-
school program, food pantries, emergency assistance and special work with 
both seniors and youth. Our church has again been invited to participate in the 
Housing Repair Ministry, which serves individuals in western Washington County from Steuben to 
Jonesboro.  Last summer the Housing Repair Ministry worked with 16 volunteer groups from all over the 
country on more than 40 homes in the Cherryfield area repairing roofs, painting siding and interiors, 
attaching skirts to mobile homes, and related projects. The need for assistance has never been higher 
according to our contacts with MSM. Over the next several weeks we plan to seek out volunteers 
interested in working with many of the veterans who participated on the 2014 Mission Trip. The trip is 
limited to church members and open to all people 12 years old and over with all skill levels from basic to 
expert.  Over the next weeks be watching for Beacon articles and flyers with more information on the trip.  
Be on the lookout too for Mission Trip recruiters seeking volunteers! We’ll be having information nights, 
fundraising events and planning sessions in the weeks to come. So keep the third week in July in your 
thoughts and prayers and penciled in on your calendars. Sign-up sheets will be available after the 10:30 
service each Sunday this month.  Questions?  Contact Bruce Lockwood or Scott Berry directly.  We hope 
to have all volunteers enlisted by March 1.   ~  Mission Trip 2015 Planning Team 

NEW WORSHIP SERVICE STARTING FEBRUARY 15TH 
We are starting a new monthly worship 
service called Folk Worship. Our goal is to 
create a casual, relaxed worship experi-
ence for people of all ages. We will meet 
one Sunday evening per month—the 
third Sunday of each month—with a pot-

luck dinner beforehand so we have time to fellowship 
together. The potluck is at 5:00 p.m. and worship is 
at 6:00 p.m., both in Wright Pavilion (space per-
mitting). Please join us for either or both, starting Feb-
ruary 15th. 
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SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AT FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 

 

ATTENTION:  All graduating seniors and students currently enrolled or any church member pursuing  
           post-secondary education. 
 
Your church supports your continuing education and awards several scholarships each year. You are  
encouraged to apply for one of those listed below. 
 

The General Scholarship Fund is available to any church member who is either a high school senior 
enrolled in, or intending to study at the college, university, or graduate level, or any church member 
pursuing post-secondary education. Applicants need to have been accepted or are attending a college 
or university in order for the funds to be awarded. Award considerations include church involvement 
during and after high school. 
 

The Loretta Thompson Pond Scholarship was established in 1995 and is for graduating high school 
seniors who are members of this church. Criteria for the Pond Scholarship include service to the 
church and the community, involvement in church activities, academic achievement, and financial 
need. 
 

Applicants need to complete both the Loretta Thompson Pond Scholarship Application and the General 
Scholarship Fund Application. Three letters of reference and two essays are also required.  
 

Scholarship Applications are available for downloading from our website (www.fccucc.org) under the 
GROW heading, or by calling the church office at 799-3361. Completed applications need to be re-
turned to the church office by Monday, March 2. If you have questions after reading the applications, 
direct them to scholarship@fccucc.org or the church office.  
 

Comments from recent scholarship recipients: 
“Thank you so much for the generous scholarship that you gave me. This will help me continue my 
studies in media arts at the New England Institute of Art.” 
 

“Words cannot begin to describe how thankful I am for your kindness and generosity. Although I am 
writing this note to thank you for helping ease the financial burden of college, I also want to take the 
time to thank you and the Church for giving me far more than money could buy.  Your love, guidance, 
and support throughout my life have helped me grow and develop into the type of person I can be 
proud of, and I could never thank you enough for that.” 
 

“I am honored to be awarded this scholarship because your support and approval mean the world to 
me.  Thank you for continuing to look out for me and for providing me with such a generous award.” 
 

“Thank you for the scholarship grant.  I look forward to pursuing continuing education at USM.” 
 

“What else can I say besides thank you? Receiving such a generous award is humbling in and of itself, 
but to receive such a tremendous amount of support from the church family means so much more.  Not 
only will this money lessen the financial burden, but it represents an acknowledgement of the im-
portance of this next step in my life. Trust me when I say that the values of this church, and its true and 
honest commitment to the common good, will pervade my learning, and encourage me along the way.” 
 
Scholarship Committee: 

Jeri Sides, Sally Sutton, Jane and Lee Taylor, Margaret Thibodeau, and Cindy Maddox 

http://www.fccucc.org
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SENIOR ACTIVITIES 

Thursday, February 19—We will meet at noon for lunch at SMCC. The price is $16, 
which includes salad, soup, entrée and dessert.  Please RSVP. 

Thursday, February 26—Join us for Lunch and Fun at noon in the Laity Room. 
Bring your lunch and join us for conversation.  We’ll have a Domino game after 
lunch.  

Thursday, March 5—SAGE meeting at 1:00 p.m. in the 2nd/ 3rd grade classroom above the church office. 

DISCOVERY CENTER PRESCHOOL 
We are celebrating Valentine's Day with our very own Valentine Factory here at The Discovery 
Center Preschool!  Our Butterfly Classroom has been set up with stickers, postcards, envelopes, 
doilies and heart shapes in every color. Miss Elaine continues to be amazed at the creativity 
shown by the students in her Pre-K class. The children in our Frog class are enjoying pretending 
to join in their very own "Teddy Bear Picnic." Teddy bears, cupcakes, fruit, tea and a red-checked blanket 
combined with the minds of preschool children allow for some adorable play time.  February is also the 
month we learn about how to keep our bodies healthy.  We will spend time together doing exercises such as 
sit ups, push ups and jumping jacks and learn what happens to our hearts when we take part in these        

activities.  Again, we are so lucky to have use of the gym for this activity, especially with 
the abundance of snow outside.  At this time The Discovery Center is full for the school 
year.  Enrollment will begin to the public during the first week of March 2015 for the 
school year 2015-2016.  Please contact Miss Kathy at discoverycentersp@gmail.com with 
any questions.  

    

The Emergency Food Pantry would like to thank you for your ongoing nonperishable donations of staples 
such as peanut butter, canned meats, canned vegetables, beans, kid-friendly snacks, condiments, baked 
beans, coffee, toilet paper, and basic toiletries. Please keep thinking of our food pantry when you shop!   

February Theme…Sweet snacks…Valentine’s Day is this month. Be a Valentine for someone who uses the 
Food Pantry and drop off a healthy sweet snack—raisins, fruit/granola bars, fruit leather, etc. Please, no 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO HELP ASSEMBLE THE BEACON 
We are looking for a few people who would like to help with the Beacon.  It would take approximately an 
hour of your time, twice a month (once a month in the summer).  Please call the office for more info. 

 Lunch. 
  Feed your curiosity. 

ATTEND A BOOK GROUP IN YOUR PAJAMAS!  
During Lent this year we will have an online book group. This means all discussion will happen online, 
not in person, so you can participate in the group on your own schedule. The book we’re reading and 
discussing together is Barbara Brown Taylor’s book Learning to Walk in the Dark. Details on how to 
participate will be available next week but feel free to go ahead and get the book if you’re interested 

mailto:discoverycentersp@gmail.com
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BECOME A HOSPICE OF SOUTHERN MAINE VOLUNTEER 
Hospice of Southern Maine is currently accepting applications for an April training. If you 
are interested in becoming a hospice volunteer, and would like more information, please 
contact our volunteer department. You may also visit www.hospiceofsouthernmaine.org 
and click on Volunteering. 
 

Phone: (207)289-3652, or Email: volunteer@hospiceofsouthernmaine.org 
 
Volunteers help form the heart of hospice. Their dedication and compassionate care sup-
port the well-being of our patients and their families in immeasurable ways, completing the 
professional circle of hospice care. Volunteers are needed in your community. Trained and 
certified hospice volunteers provide an average of 3-4 hours per week of non-medical aid 
and support to patients and families, including the following: 
 Emotional support to patients and caregivers 
 Respite care to allow caregivers time to themselves 
 Assistance with light household chores, light meal prep or family concerns 
 Help with errands 

http://www.hospiceofsouthernmaine.org
mailto:volunteer@hospiceofsouthernmaine.org

