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Deadline for the next BEACON is Friday, December 27, 2013—Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 

 
December 15 Third Sunday in Advent 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship   
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with the Children’s Christmas Pageant.  Fellowship  
   Time follows in Guptill Hall with the Eskimo Cookie Sale. 
 
December 16 Service of Hope and Healing 
 7:00 p.m. A service of music, candle-lighting, prayers, and readings to offer hope  
   and healing. Fellowship Time follows. 

 
December 22 Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship   
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Sunday School and Meetinghouse Choir.   
   Fellowship Time follows in Wright Pavilion. Cindy Maddox will give the  

  message. 
 
December 24 Christmas Eve 
 5:00 p.m.  Family service with carols and a simple telling of the Christmas  
   story, followed by a birthday party for Jesus. 
 7:00 p.m. Worship with carols, scripture, and a brief message by Cindy Maddox;  
   ASL interpreted for the hearing impaired. 
 10:00 p.m.  Service of Lessons, Carols, and Candlelight with the Meeting House Choir. 

 
December 29  First Sunday after Christmas 
 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship.  Diane Harvey will give the message. 

 
January 5 Epiphany Sunday 
  8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship   
  10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with the Meeting House Choir and Sunday School.   
  Cindy Maddox will give the message.  

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ  

 

 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

For those who live without 

sufficient food, water, 

shelter, or safety; for 

veterans and those in active 

service; for peace and 

peacemakers; for areas in 

strife around the world, for 

the Philippines and 

Midwest, as those areas 

recover from devastating 

weather. 
 

Prayers of welcome for the 
eleven new members who 
joined on December 8:  
Nathan Corbell, Ruth Dodge-
Corbell, Barbara Fleming, 
Eric Sonnichsen, Lisa Ford, 
Russell Ford, Jan Hamilton, 
Andrea Kelly Rosenberg,  
Rev. Cindy Maddox, Jackie 
McNeil, and Rich Mead. 
 

Continued prayers for Joyce 

Belanger and  Betsey 

Cummings, hospitalized at 

Maine Medical Center. 
 

Prayers for the Sandy Hook 

and Newtown communities 

on the one-year anniversary 

of the tragedy in their 

school. 
 

Prayers of peace and 

comfort to those who will 

be alone on Christmas and 

for those whose tables will 

be missing loved ones. 

Phone:  207.799.3361    Fax:  207.799.4095                    E-mail:  office@fccucc.org 

mailto:office@fccucc.org
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The Christmas Fund   
The theme for the 2013 Christmas 
Fund Offering is “We Have Come to 
Bear the Light of Christ.” For 111 
years, the Christmas Fund for the 
Veterans of the Cross and the 
Emergency Fund – one of four Special 
Mission Offerings of the United 
Church of Christ – has been a way in 
which we, as members of the United 
Church of Christ and the predecessor 

denominations from 
which our Church was 
born, share the light 
and love of Jesus Christ 
to those who have so 

faithfully and selflessly served, and 
who now find themselves facing 
unforeseen financial crises. 
Your generous giving to the 2012 

Offering enabled the Pension Boards’ 
Ministerial Assistance program to 
provide, on behalf of the whole 
Church, $1,465,437.55 in 
Supplementation of Small 
Annuities, Health Premium 
Supplementation, Emergency Grants 
and Christmas “Thank You” Gift 
Checks to individuals and families in 
need. We are thankful for your 
partnership and generosity, and ask 
that you prayerfully consider 
supporting this year’s appeal to the 
best of your ability. To make your 
offering, use the designated 
envelopes or label your donation on 
the memo line of your check.  The 
Mission Team thanks you for 
generous support. 

Christmas Offering 
This year we selected Community Crisis Ministries and Seeds of Peace to receive our donations made 
on Sunday, December 22.  Our own Community Crisis Ministries will focus on providing fuel assistance 
to our neighbors.  Seeds of Peace, founded in 1993, is a peace building youth organization based in 
New York City.  As its main program, the organization brings youth from areas of conflict to its international 

camp in Maine.  To make your offering, use the all purpose envelopes or 
label your donation on the memo line of your check.  The Mission Team 
thanks you for generous support.    
 ~Mission & Outreach Team 

Almost Winter Solstice  
Service of Hope and Healing  
December 16 at  7:00 p.m. 

Complicated name but a simple 
concept – the holidays can be a 
time of loss and loneliness in the 
midst of all the merriment and 
festivity.  This service of music, 
candle-lighting, prayers and 
readings offers hope and healing 
in the midst of pain and grief.  
Please join us in the sanctuary 
that evening and then stay for a 
time of hospitality afterwards.  
We also invite you to share this 
opportunity with friends and 
neighbors.  

Lynn, Karen and I would like to thank you all once again for the very successful Bazaar we had this 
year. Once again, it wouldn’t have happened without all of your help. (I have never seen so many 
cookies!) Thank you, thank you all. The cookie walk made us $876.00 this year. 
       
The full count of everything is not in yet. Last I knew, we were over $11,000 and maybe pushing 
$12,000. For everyone that worked so hard, thank you. I wish I could list all your names, but that’s not 
possible for you are so many. Sometime in January, the Bazaar Room Chairs and the three of us, will 
get together to distribute the moneys. God help us to distribute wisely.    - Jan Files 

The Kids' Quarter Store 

Last Sunday our Quarter Store for the children was a huge success. Our children got into the giving spirit 
as they found some wonderful gifts for family and friends. And $80 was raised for Community Crisis 
Ministries! Thanks to everyone who contributed. 
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 Christmas Pageant 
Next week is our Christmas Pageant and will be 
Sally Kieter’s last year as Director. I hope you all 
can join us  at the December 15, 10:00 a.m. 
service.  Many thanks to the parents and teachers 
who helped with the Chrismons last week , Karen 
Verdelli, Peter Rheinhardt, Linda McAloon, Judith 
Borelli, Deb Hamilton and Jill Gorneau and the 
families that brought the makings for our YULE 

LOG snack. 
Please contact Anne Fuehrer or Dana Wiggins if 
you are interested in the Acolyte program. Anne’s 
email: abf@fccucc.org 
For planning ahead: December 22, regular Sunday 
school classes; December 29, multiage group 
movie, “The First Noelle.” Wear your favorite 
snuggly slippers or sweater! 

 Ornaments 
Available for sale for $10 each are the “3-D-Gold-
Plated Brass Ornaments” that we sold during our 
275th Anniversary Year in 2009.  These will be 
available to purchase on Sundays in the Narthex on 
December 1, 8 and 15.  These ornaments are 
engraved as “First Congregational Church, United 
Church of Christ, South Portland, Maine.”  This is 
the time to get an ornament if you missed getting 
one previously.  For more information or to order 
ornaments, please call Jan Butler, 799-1550, or 
email at JanetBume@aol.com. 
  

SENIOR ACTIVITIES 
Tuesday, December 31—I-Hop for breakfast at 
9:00 a.m. 

Thursday, January 2, 2014—SAGE meeting at 
1:00 p.m. in the 1st and 2nd grade classroom 
above the church office. 

ESKIMOS Cookie & Fudge Sale 

On Sunday, December 15, the Eskimos will be selling fresh baked cookies of great variety, 

and mouth watering fudge, in Guptill Hall after the 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. services.  Best 

quality in town just in time for Christmas at a price you cannot beat, and it gives your 

family cookie cooker a break. 

The Stewardship Committee Continues its Work 
Many of us have now shared surprising gifts through pledges for 2014.  We are grateful for every commitment and 
encouraged by the responses so far. The thermometer just outside Wright Pavilion shows the progress we've made 
toward our goal, but we still have a long way to go.  We remind you that no gift is too small and each is welcomed 
with gratitude.  We will continue to seek support for our shared ministries in 2014, and a member from 
Stewardship will soon begin making follow up telephone calls to those households from which we have not heard 
to be sure we understand everyone's intentions. 
 

Pledge cards are available in the pews or from the church office at 799.3361. If it's more convenient for you, try the 
online pledge form at:  http://fccucc.org/about/pledge-form/.   
 

 In gratitude,  
Chris Keiter, Jayne Sawtelle, Jerry Reynolds, Bill Campbell, Dan Cummings, Diane Harvey 
Your 2013-14 Stewardship Committee 

mailto:JanetBume@aol.com
http://fccucc.org/about/pledge-form/
http://fccucc.org/about/pledge-form/
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IRS Regulations Regarding Contributions 
With the end of the calendar year approaching, please 
plan ahead for gifts that you would like to be tax 
deductible for 2013. 
 

In general, gifts/pledges must be received by the church 
office by December 31, in order to claim a charitable 
contribution deduction for 2013. 
 

However, checks that are written and postmarked in 
2013 will be deductible in 2013,  even though they may 
not be received by the church in 2013.  Stock transfers 
must be received in our brokerage account at Morgan 
Stanley Smith Barney by December 31.  Checks that are 

placed in the church offering on the first Sunday of 2014 
(January 5), will not qualify for a charitable contribution 
deduction in 2013, even if the check is predated to 2013 
or was actually written in 2013. 
 
Additionally, please do not file your 2013 tax return until 
you have a written acknowledgement of your 
contributions from the church.  Per the IRS, your 
contributions may not be tax deductible if you file your 
tax return before receiving a written acknowledgement 
of your contributions.   
             Candy Welch 

business@fccucc.org  
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Time Sensitive Newsletter 

 

A CHRISTMAS CAROLING PARTY 
Sunday, December 15 at 4:30 p.m. 

A potluck dinner will be hosted afterward in Wright Pavilion. 
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