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T H E  B E A C O N  

Deadline for the next BEACON is Friday, December 6, 2013—Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 

December 1 First Sunday in Advent 

 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship and Communion   

 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship and Communion and Meetinghouse Choir. Sunday 

School meets together in the Chapel. Fellowship Time follows in Guptill 

Hall with Advent wreath making.  Diane Harvey will give the message.  

December 8 Second Sunday in Advent 

 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship   

 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Sunday School, Meetinghouse Choir, Hilltop 

Ringers and Children’s Choir.  Fellowship Time follows in Guptill Hall with 

the Kid’s Quarter Store.  New members will be received.  Cindy Maddox 

will give the message.  

 5:30 p.m. Advent Vespers 

December 15 Third Sunday in Advent 

 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship   

 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with the Children’s Christmas Pageant.  Fellowship 

Time follows in Guptill Hall with the Eskimo Cookie Sale. 

December 16 Service of Hope and Healing 

 7:00 p.m. A service of music, candle-lighting, prayers, and readings to offer hope 

and healing. Fellowship Time follows. 
 

December 22 Fourth Sunday in Advent 

 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship   

 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Sunday School and Meetinghouse Choir.  

Fellowship Time follows in Wright Pavilion. Cindy Maddox will give the 

message. 

December 24 Christmas Eve 

 5:00 p.m.  Family service with carols and a simple telling of the Christmas  
   story, followed by a birthday party for Jesus. 
 7:00 p.m. Worship with carols, scripture, and a brief message by Cindy Maddox;  
   ASL interpreted for the hearing impaired. 
 10:00 p.m.  Service of Lessons, Carols, and Candlelight with the Meeting House Choir. 
 

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
For those who live without 

sufficient food, water, 

shelter, or safety; for 

veterans and those in active 

service; for peace and 

peacemakers; for areas in 

strife around the world, for 

the Philippines and 

Midwest, as those areas 

recover from devastating 

weather. 
 

Ongoing prayers for Joyce 

Belanger, recently 

hospitalized at Maine 

Medical Center; for Roger 

Addor, recovering from a 

fall, and for Amy Redmond, 

dealing with an infection.  
 

Prayers of Blessing for the 

birth of Mary Katherine 

Phillips, born to Caroline 

and Matt Phillips; sister of 

Charlotte and Alden.  Proud 

grandparents are Connie 

and John Quigley. 
 

Prayers of peace and 

comfort to those who will 

be alone on Thanksgiving 

and for those whose tables 

will be missing loved ones. 

 

 

Phone:  207.799.3361    Fax:  207.799.4095                    E-mail:  office@fccucc.org 

mailto:office@fccucc.org
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The Christmas Fund   
The theme for the 2013 Christmas 
Fund Offering is “We Have Come to 
Bear the Light of Christ.” For 111 
years, the Christmas Fund for the 
Veterans of the Cross and the 
Emergency Fund – one of four Special 
Mission Offerings of the United 
Church of Christ – has been a way in 
which we, as members of the United 
Church of Christ and the predecessor 

denominations from 
which our Church was 
born, share the light 
and love of Jesus Christ 
to those who have so 

faithfully and selflessly served, and 
who now find themselves facing 
unforeseen financial crises. 
Your generous giving to the 2012 

Offering enabled the Pension Boards’ 
Ministerial Assistance program to 
provide, on behalf of the whole 
Church, $1,465,437.55 in 
Supplementation of Small 
Annuities, Health Premium 
Supplementation, Emergency Grants 
and Christmas “Thank You” Gift 
Checks to individuals and families in 
need. We are thankful for your 
partnership and generosity, and ask 
that you prayerfully consider 
supporting this year’s appeal to the 
best of your ability. To make your 
offering, use the designated 
envelopes or label your donation on 
the memo line of your check.  The 
Mission Team thanks you for 
generous support. 

Almost Winter Solstice  
Service of Hope and Healing  
December 16 at  7:00 p.m. 

Complicated name but a simple 
concept – the holidays can be a 
time of loss and loneliness in the 
midst of all the merriment and 
festivity.  This service of music, 
candle-lighting, prayers and 
readings offers hope and healing 
in the midst of pain and grief.  
Please join us in the sanctuary 
that evening and then stay for a 
time of hospitality afterwards.  
We also invite you to share this 
opportunity with friends and 
neighbors.  

With Sincere Appreciation 
Thank you all for the wonderful welcome you have given to me and my family the last two weeks. The plants and 
flowers, the cards and invitations, the drop-in visits and the beautiful reception . . . each one has helped us to feel 
welcome in our new church home. I am so glad to be here, and I am looking forward to all that we will do together. 
Thank you for making my first few days an absolute joy.           --Pastor Cindy Maddox 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8—5:30 p.m. 
 

ADVENT VESPERS  
“The Journey to Bethlehem”  

 

Come and share in the Advent worship service of readings, hymns, and small 
ensembles from our choir.  
 

The service will be enhanced with artwork by Deborah Dagnan and instrumental 
accompaniments by Bruce Martel (recorder) and John Shoos (guitar). The hand 
bells will provide a prelude.    
 

Fellowship and light refreshments follow in Wright Pavilion. 
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 Acolytes 

Acolyte training has begun! What is an acolyte? In our 
church it is a ceremonial position of one who lights 
our altar candles. The lit candles signify the light of 
Christ present with us during worship.  If your 4th 
grade or older, son or daughter would like to have an 
active role in our worship service this year please see 
Anne Fuehrer or Dana Wiggins. We would love to 
have you join the group. 
 

THE GIVING TREE 
Make your Christmas 
season a little brighter, a 
little fuller, as you bring joy 
to a resident of the Long 
Creek Youth Development 
Center (YDC). 
Envelopes will be coming to 
the Giving Tree in the 
sanctuary on Sunday, 
December 1.  Here’s how it 
works: 

 Pick an envelope from 
the tree for a male or 
female resident of the 
YDC. 

 Purchase one or more 
items from their wish list. 

 Place the gift/gifts in a 

gift bag, unwrapped for 
security reasons. 

 Attach the original wish 
list to the gift bag. 

 Return the gift bags to 
the foot of the tree by 
Sunday, December 15, 
and I will be bringing 
them Monday , 
December 16, to the YDC. 

 - Sarah Randall 
 

 
 
  

  

 Ornaments 
Available for sale for $10 each are the “3-D-Gold-
Plated Brass Ornaments” that we sold during our 
275th Anniversary Year in 2009.  These will be 
available to purchase on Sundays in the Narthex on 
December 1, 8 and 15.  These ornaments are 
engraved as “First Congregational Church, United 
Church of Christ, South Portland, Maine.”  This is 
the time to get an ornament if you missed getting 
one previously.  For more information or to order 
ornaments, please call Jan Butler, 799-1550, or 
email at JanetBume@aol.com. 
  

Advent Activities 

Like the rest of FCC, the Sunday School and  Youth Ministries 

will be starting our Advent season with a bustle of activities.   
 

The next Christ Kids Club will be on December 1. Don’t miss 

it!  We will start off in the chapel then go upstairs for our 

edible yule logs and chrismon-making  activities.   
 

Our food Pantry “offering”  this  month is 

Satisfying Snacks: nuts, crackers, raisins, 

Craisins, cookie and cake mixes, fruit 

rollups, granola bars, pudding and Jello 

mixes. In addition, there are many much 

loved FCC family traditions that you don’t want to miss.  
 

On December 1 –Advent Wreath Making in Guptill  Hall during 

Coffee Hour, December 8 : Kids Quarter Store and December 

15:  Our Christmas Pageant 10:00am service, and later 

Caroling and Potluck dinner, 4:30pm also in Guptill Hall.  

COMMUNITY CRISIS MINISTRIES  
CHRISTMAS FAMILIES 

Red and green paper “ornaments” 
are now on the wall in the hallway 
between the Narthex and Wright 
Pavilion.  Each ornament has a wish 
list of gifts for a child from a 

Community Crisis Ministries family.  They are told 
that the people who choose to buy presents will 
pick an item or items from the list, so not all gifts 
will be purchased.  We hope you might help out 
one of these children or join with another person 
to buy gifts and make Christmas a little brighter 
for one of the children in these families.   The 
ornaments will stay on the wall during the next 
two weeks and labeled and wrapped  presents 
need to be in the church  by December 10 so they 
can be given to the families.   

Thank you for participating. 

mailto:JanetBume@aol.com
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The Kids' Quarter Store 
To encourage giving this holiday season, the Kids' Quarter store is back!  This unique opportunity is 
for children ages birth to 12 years old to shop for gifts for their family and friends.  All items will be 
sold for 25 cents each.  No one over the age of twelve will be admitted unless accompanied by a 
child! The sale will take place after Sunday services on December 8, at 11:15 a.m. in Guptill Hall.  I am 
looking for donations from the congregation for small, new or gently used, washable items to add to 
our gift selection.  Ideas may include small toys, knick-knacks, jewelry, ornaments, mugs, ties, yarn, 
sports equipment and books for all ages.  Think small and encourage all in your family to donate.  Please leave 
items in Guptill Hall against the wall under the sign. Thanks in advance for all your help.     - Sue Ross (329-7704) 

SENIOR ACTIVITIES 
The December  SAGE meeting has been cancelled. 
 

Thursday, December 5—lunch at SMCC at noon.  Please 
RSVP by November 26. 

Sunday, December 8, transportation will be available for the 
Vespers service at 5:30 p.m.  Rides are available to and from, 
so please let us know if you need a ride. 

Wednesday, December 11 (12:00-1:30 p.m.), and Thursday, 
December 12 (1:30-3:00 p.m.), will be the pick-up dates for 
families receiving Christmas presents from Community Crisis 
Ministries.  If you are available we could use your help in 
preparing presents for pick-up and in gathering the gifts 
when the families arrive. 

Thursday, December 12—Seniors are invited to the 1:00 p.m. 
Hilltop Guild meeting for Christmas fun and refreshments. 

Tuesday, December 31—I-Hop for breakfast at 9:00 a.m. 

Thursday, January 2, 2014—SAGE meeting at 1:00 p.m. in 
the 1st and 2nd grade classroom above the church office. 

Children’s  Closet Project 
Grades 3 and 4  Sunday School class is 
sponsoring a collection for the Chil-
dren’s Closet. The 
big push for items is 
on December  8, but 
any outgrown outer 
wear, boots and 
shoes would be wel-
come  at any time to help restock the 
dwindling shelves. They are also look-
ing for gently used toys and books that 
can be used for gifts. The third and 
fourth graders will be circulating during 
Coffee Hour on December 1,  with 
more information and details about the 
collection on December 8. When you 
see them please give them a “high five” 
for initiating their own mission project. 

ESKIMOS Cookie & Fudge Sale 

On Sunday, December 15, the Eskimos will be selling fresh baked cookies of great 

variety, and mouth watering fudge, in Guptill Hall after the 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. ser-

vices.  Best quality in town just in time for Christmas at a price you cannot beat, and 

it gives your family cookie cooker a break. 
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA MEMORIALS & CELEBRATIONS                                                   

The First Congregational Church offers the opportunity at Christmas for remembrance of loved ones or 
in celebration of a special event in your life. 
 

Memorial or Celebration poinsettia(s) may be purchased to decorate the sanctuary for  worship services 
on Christmas Sunday and Christmas Eve. 
 

You may purchase a poinsettia as a memorial or to celebrate someone or something special in your life.  
The poinsettias are in six-inch pots, have five to eight blossoms, and are available in red or white. 
 

A list of the names for Memorial and Celebration poinsettias will be included in the order of worship on 

Christmas Sunday, December 22. 

 

Please clearly print all information on the following form and mail or drop it off at the church office with 

your check, no later than Sunday, December 8 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

I would like to order ______ white, or ______ red poinsettias at $11 each, in  

Memory/Celebration (Circle One) of:  

______________________________________________________________________ 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

From: _________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 I will pick up my poinsettia(s) on Christmas Eve following the: 

 _______5:00 p.m. service _______7:00 p.m. service _______10:00 p.m. service. 

 

 _______I will leave my poinsettia(s) as a gift to be delivered to our shut-ins. 

 

Total amount enclosed: $__________    

 Name:___________________________________ 

 Address:  ________________________________________________  

 Phone  :________________ 

Please return form and payment to the church office by Sunday, December 8 
 

     Thank you! 
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The Stewardship Committee Continues its Work 
Many of us have now shared surprising gifts through pledges for 2014.  We are grateful for every commitment 
and encouraged by the responses so far. The thermometer just outside Wright Pavilion shows the progress 
we've made toward our goal, but we still have a long way to go.  We remind you that no gift is too small and 
each is welcomed with gratitude.  We will continue to seek support for our shared ministries in 2014, and a 
member from Stewardship will soon begin making follow up telephone calls to those households from which 
we have not heard to be sure we understand everyone's intentions. 
 

Pledge cards are available in the pews or from the church office at 799.3361. If it's more convenient for you, 
try the online pledge form at:  http://fccucc.org/about/pledge-form/.   
 

 In gratitude,  
Chris Keiter, Jayne Sawtelle, Jerry Reynolds, Bill Campbell, Dan Cummings, Diane Harvey 
Your 2013-14 Stewardship Committee 

IRS Regulations Regarding Contributions 
With the end of the calendar year approaching, please 
plan ahead for gifts that you would like to be tax 
deductible for 2013. 
 

In general, gifts/pledges must be received by the church 
office by December 31, in order to claim a charitable 
contribution deduction for 2013. 
 

However, checks that are written and postmarked in 
2013 will be deductible in 2013,  even though they may 
not be received by the church in 2013.  Stock transfers 
must be received in our brokerage account at Morgan 
Stanley Smith Barney by December 31.  Checks that are 

placed in the church offering on the first Sunday of 2014 
(January 5), will not qualify for a charitable contribution 
deduction in 2013, even if the check is predated to 2013 
or was actually written in 2013. 
 
Additionally, please do not file your 2013 tax return until 
you have a written acknowledgement of your 
contributions from the church.  Per the IRS, your 
contributions may not be tax deductible if you file your 
tax return before receiving a written acknowledgement 
of your contributions.   
             Candy Welch 

business@fccucc.org  

 

 

 

A CHRISTMAS CAROLING PARTY 
Sunday, December 15 at 4:30 p.m. 

A potluck dinner will be hosted afterward in Wright Pavilion. 

http://fccucc.org/about/pledge-form/
http://fccucc.org/about/pledge-form/
mailto:business@fccucc.org
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