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Deadline for the next BEACON is Friday, October 23, 2015—Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org

Looking Ahead in Worship

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For those who live without
sufficient
food,
water,
shelter, or safety; for
veterans and those in active
service; for peace and
peacemakers; for areas in
strife around the world.

Prayers for Harriet
Dawkins, at Bay Square in
Yarmouth;
Prayers for Ruth Cline, in
hospice care at South
Portland Nursing Home;
Prayers for Claude Vachon,
continuing to recover.

October 18
Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir, Children’s Choir
and Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.
5:00 p.m. Pot Luck Dinner
6:00 p.m. Folk Worship
October 25
Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and Sunday
School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.
November 1 Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship with Communion
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Communion, Meetinghouse Choir and
Sunday School. Cindy Maddox will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.
November 8 Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost—Mission Trip Sunday
8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Meetinghouse Choir and Sunday
School. The Mission Trip Team will give the message.
Fellowship time follows.

OFFICE HOURS 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Phone: 207.799.3361

Fax: 207.799.4095

E-mail: office@fccucc.org

STEEPLE LIGHTING
October 4-10—in loving memory of
Mark W. Andrews, from his mother
and sisters Julie and Ellen.
October 11-17—in loving memory of
Ken & Marcelia Berry, from Scott and
family.
To light the steeple in memory or
celebration of loved ones, contact
the Office at 799.3361, or e-mail
office@fccucc.org
To remember or celebrate loved
ones with flowers on the altar,
contact Pat Rossi Calkin at
rossiart@gwi.net

CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
MISSION PROJECT CONCLUDES
Our Mission Outreach Project, collecting items and delivering
them to our local animal shelter, concludes next Thursday,
October 22 at 3:30 p.m. This is also the last call for donations
for the Greater Portland Animal Rescue League. Please meet
Ms. Anne here at FCC at 3:15 p.m. and you can help deliver the
items to our furry friends.
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
Thank you to all who came to the Blessing of the Animals last
week. Many thanks Bradford Redmond, Quinn Watson, Xander Keiter and Sara Bartlett for their parts in our ceremony this
year.
ACOLYTES WANTED
If your fourth grader or higher would like to be part of our
Acolyte team this fall please notify Ms. Anne at
abf@fccucc.org, Training is provided.

think generously, act generously, live generously.
Our new adventure, 90 Days of Generosity began October 4, with a goal to commit one act of generosity each day for 90 days. Your generosity may take the
form of giving a gift that you know can never be reciprocated. It may require being generous in spirit--giving someone the benefit of a doubt, for example. Or it
might be as simple as letting someone out into traffic even if it will cause you to
miss the light. Sounds simple, right? Do it every day, for 90 days.
Our church will also be performing random acts of generosity, one each week for the duration of the
campaign. So far we have delivered donuts to the school bus drivers on the first day of school and have
taped dollar bills to the vending machines at the hospital. Have an idea of what else we can do? Call or
email me. Want to participate in delivering or performing one of these generous acts? Call or email
me. Want to help coordinate the whole project? Call or email me! I want to get as many people involved as possible.
The next step will be to share your stories. I want to hear when and where you were generous, or
when you witnessed an act of generosity from someone else. You will have an opportunity to tell your
stories on Facebook, and/or to fill out a card in church. We will share some of our tales of generosity
during worship in the coming weeks so that we might be inspired by one another.
What do you think will be the end result of our 90 Days of Generosity? Will we be more aware of those
around us? Will we see more opportunities to help? Will we identify how much generosity is already
surrounding us? Join me in this adventure, and we'll see together!
Yours in fearless giving,
Pastor Cindy
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IMAGES OF THE DIVINE ART SHOW
Saturday, October 17, 2015
1:00-4:00 p.m.
Our art show is almost here! We have over thirty participants in our
first art contest, all offering their interpretation of the theme "Images of
the Divine." Please drop by to experience these thought-provoking
works of art. Refreshments will be provided.

SENIOR ACTIVITIES
Thursday, October 22—Join us at noon at SMCC for a gourmet lunch. Contact the church if you’d like to
attend and need a ride. The cost is $16, which includes tax and tip. RSVP by October 15.
Wednesday, October 28—We will leave church at 11:00 a.m. for Cole Farms Restaurant in Gray,
enjoying any foliage that’s left. Please RSVP by October 26.
Thursday, November 5—1:00 p.m.—SAM Meeting to plan future activities for the “SENIOR ADULT
MINISTRIES.”
Looking into December, we will be going to the Magic of Christmas on Friday, December 11, leaving the
church at 1:00 p.m. We have a limited number of tickets so call if you’re interested.

RUMMAGE/GARAGE SALE—SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 9:00 A.M.
It’s almost fall and time for our big sale, so start cleaning out those closets, basements
and garages! You can drop off items in Guptill Hall. Call Prudy Wiggins at 799.5705, if you
need help.

JEWELS AND BAUBLES!
The Holly Daze Bazaar will be here soon. Please bring
your jewelry donations in early this year so we can get
right to the sorting and pricing. All jewelry should be
dropped off at the church office. Thank you.

PICK UP THOSE NEEDLES!
Our Holly Daze Bazaar is 8 weeks away! If you haven’t already started knitting, this is the
time to do it. We need items for all ages, particularly babies and children. Hats, mittens/
gloves (with or without fingers), scarves, socks are always in demand. We
would love to have your help this year. Thank you.
~ Elinor Redmond, Evie Strom & Tracy Greenwood

VOLUME 4, ISSUE 16

Page 3

WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY CIRCLE
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 21 at 7:00 p.m. in Davidson
Lounge. We will be watching and discussing a DVD. “Jesus and Buddha: Practicing
Across Traditions.” All are welcome. Please join us.

CHURCH GARDENS
Our gardens are getting ready for the winter put-to-bed. They could use your loving
help. Be generous on Sunday, October 25, and stay after church for a few hours or
come back from 12:00-2:00 p.m. with your garden tools to help weed, trim, replant
and rake. Rain date will be Sunday, November 1 (in costume). Thanks from the House
Committee, Deb Sandler

EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY
Summer is gone, autumn is here and our stock is diminishing in our Emergency Food Pantry. Please drop
off items on Sunday, October 18. In addition to the monthly designated item (October—breakfast food), we
can use any and all meal items to be ready to meet the food needs of our neighbors the fall. Please give
generously. Thank you. ~ Mission and Outreach Team

CHURCH PICTORIAL DIRECTORY BY Lifetouch
It’s not to late to include your family portrait in the new church pictorial directory and make your appointment for a professional photo session. It’s easy to do online at:
https://www.securedata-trans14.com/ap/firstcongregationalchurch12/index.php?page=10 or you can
stop by the church office any Sunday in September following the 10:00 a.m. service, or contact Maria in
the church office during office hours. You can also go on the church website for the link. You will receive a
free 8 x 10 portrait and a copy of the finished directory, with the opportunity to order other pictures if you
so choose. Picture dates are October 13, 14, 15 and October 29, 30, and 31. Once you sign up you’ll get
details about what to expect and reminder emails and phone calls about your appointment. A pictorial
directory is such a useful tool for both new and lifelong church members and friends. And if you know of
anyone who might like to take advantage of this opportunity to get a professional
family portrait done, please invite them to participate. They will also get a free 8 x
10 portrait just for booking a photo session!
For more information please contact Judy Kimball (judyk53@me.com, 761-9512) or
Sue Ross (susanross.me@gmail.com, 329-7704).

VOLUME 4, ISSUE 16

Page 4

If You Are Hospitalized at Maine Medical Center
Your pastors continue to feel that visiting church
members/friends at hospitals and other health care
facilities is a very important ministry and priority of
the church. Church members/friends most often
expect and wish to be visited by their pastor.
On September 1, Maine Medical Center let us know
they would no longer permit pastors of churches to
learn if members of their church are hospitalized.
This is a major shift of policy for churches, members
of churches and their pastors.
The bottom line is that if you are hospitalized at
Maine Medical Center and you, your son, your
daughter, an extended family member, a friend, or
someone doesn’t let the church know you are in
the hospital, your pastor will have no way of knowing you are there and, as a result, will not be able to
visit you.

FROM CONFLICT TO CONNECTION
Peggy Smith of Open Communication is
offering a workshop on Nonviolent
Communication on November 6, 7, and
8, in Wright Pavilion. She teaches skills
to help you deal with conflict, be sensitive to
others without giving up your own needs, and
ways to deepen intimacy and have more ease
within relationships. Learn more about this
event by picking up a brochure at the church,
online at www.opencommunication.org or by
contacting Elinor Redmond at
(eredmond@maine.rr.com)

This is an enormous change in a policy which has
been in place for decades. It is important that you
know this has taken place.

Join the Casco Bay CROP Hunger Walk
Date: October 18, 2015
Back Cove Trail, Portland, ME
Registration start time: 1:00 p.m. Walk start time: 2:00 p.m.
We are joining area faith communities in support of hunger relief locally and globally. The proceeds of
the walk will support the international efforts of Church World Service and our own South Portland Food
Cupboard.
There are four ways to participate:
1. Walk on October 18th and gather donations
2. Donate to support a walker
3. Donate directly to the CROP Hunger Walk after Sunday worship October 4, 11, or 18
4. Donate online: www.cropwalk.org, click on Sign Up!, click on Maine, select Casco Bay Walk, and
follow instructions.
For more information contact Walter Kimball, wkimbal1@maine.rr.com or 207-761-9512.
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