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T H E  B E A C O N  

Deadline for the next BEACON is Friday, January 24, 2014—Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 

January 19  Diversity Sunday 
 Worship led by the Diversity Committee  
       8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship 
   10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Sunday School, and Meetinghouse  
  Choir.  
 11:15 a.m. A town hall style meeting will be held in Guptill Hall after the  
  10:00 church service, with members of the Budget Committee  
  and the Church Council.  Fellowship Time follows. 
 

January 26 
       8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship 
     10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Sunday School, Children’s Choir and  
  Meetinghouse Choir.  Meeting to approve the 2014 Budget to  
  follow in the sanctuary. Cindy Maddox will  give the message. 
       11:15 a.m. Congregational Budget meeting. Fellowship Time follows in  
  Wright Pavilion.  
 
February 2 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship with Communion 
     10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Communion, Sunday School, and  
  Meetinghouse Choir. Fellowship Time follows in  
  Guptill Hall. Cindy Maddox will give the message. 
  

February 9 Mission Sunday 
 8:30 a.m. Chapel Worship 
     10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with Sunday School, Children’s Choir and  
  Meetinghouse Choir. Fellowship Time follows in Guptill Hall. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 
For those who live without 
sufficient food, water, 
shelter, or safety; for 
veterans and those in 
active service; for peace 
and peacemakers; for 
areas in strife around the 
world, especially South 
Sudan. 

 

Ongoing Prayers for 
Betsey Cummings recently 
diagnosed with cancer; 
Harriet Dawkins, who was 
recently hospitalized;  
Holly Culver and her 
family, in the death of her 
father. 
  
 

 

 

Phone:  207.799.3361        Fax:  207.799.4095                    E-mail:  office@fccucc.org 

Visit our web site:  www.fccucc.org 
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ALL CHURCH TOWN HALL MEETING 
We will gather after the 10:00 a.m. service on Sunday, January 19 to discuss details of our 2014 budget.  
The budget committee wants to hear everybody’s ideas for the church’s financial direction.   
 

We had strong year-end giving, so that we ended 2013 with a deficit ~$5,800.   
 

To date, the budget is flat from 2013 to 2014.  We spent just over $500,000 last year; this year’s budget 
calls for a slightly lower figure (~$495,000).  However, pledges are down $50,000 over 2013, and we will 
need to adjust the budget downward if that gap is not closed. 
 

The budget as written provides for “business as usual,” with economies.  Please come to the meeting so 
that we can decide as a church what we want to do next. 
 

The final vote on the budget will be on Sunday, January 26, after the 10:00 a.m. service. 

Transitional Minister Update 
Dear Friends, 

Seventeen months ago I covenanted to be your Transitional Minister to work with you following Elsa Peter’s call to 
a new congregation and John McCall’s announcement of his upcoming retirement.  Since September 2012 we have 
journeyed together as we celebrated the work of John’s 23+ years of vibrant ministry, as the Search committee 
worked on finding a new Senior Minister, as you called the Rev. Cindy Maddox in August, and as she began her 
ministry here in early November.  During that time, the ministry and mission of this congregation continued faith-
fully with your deep commitment to each other and those beyond your doors and as you lived out your faith with 
integrity, passion and compassion. There have been births, baptisms, new members, weddings, funerals, a mission 
trip and the ongoing work of the church.  In the midst of this time we also have welcomed a new Business Manag-
er, Candy Welch; a new Office Administrator, Maria Sorensen, and created a new position, Director of Children and 
Family Ministries and welcomed Anne Fuehrer in that role. 
 

As soon as she started, Cindy Maddox ‘hit the ground running’ and has incredible gifts, skills and wisdom to lead 
you into the future.  So, my work as Transitional Minister is now complete.  It is time for me to go.  In consultation 
with Cindy and Council leadership, I have named Sunday, March 2, as my last day as your Transitional Minister.  To 
stay any longer would move me to a sense of being permanent and that is not what we agreed upon at the outset.  
I am in need of a new challenge for my gifts and skills, and also hope to take some extended time off with my hus-
band. 
 

You will read elsewhere in the Beacon about what is next in terms of leadership.  While it will be hard to say good-
bye and I will deeply miss you, I am confident that God will continue to guide, bless and sustain you.  As I said in 
my first sermon to you, referring to God’s wisdom as our Holy GPS: “may you and I trust in this Holy GPS whose 
direction is sure, and who can see what we cannot always view from our often limited perspective.  Let us use 
wisely this eye in the sky who has lovingly entrusted us to the earth, and called us to set out on the journey. And, 
may we trust that with the Spirit giving us guidance, our travel with each other will teach us everything we need to 
know.” 
 

Amen, and heartfelt, grateful thanks, 
 

Diane 
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SENIOR ACTIVITIES 

Thursday, January 30—I-Hop for breakfast at 9:00 a.m. 

Thursday, February 6— SAGE meeting at 1:00 p.m. in 
1st/ 2nd grade classroom above church office.  Please 
come with ideas for future activities. 

Thursday, February 20—Lunch and Fun 
at noon in the Laity Room.  Bring your 
lunch and coffee/ tea will be provided.  
We will have a Domino game after lunch. 

Wednesday, February 26—Movie (TBA) 

THE DISCOVERY CENTER PRESCHOOL 

January has found our students eager to be back at 
school after our Christmas break.  It is wonderful to 
see the happy faces in our classrooms again.  
Themes for the month of January  include snow & 
winter weather, the colors black & white and the 
shape of the square. Our pretend play areas include  
“The Discovery Center Veterinary Clinic” and “Home 
Sweet Home.”  We are truly  grateful for the support 
of our families and students who helped restock the 
Food Pantry and The Children’s Closet during the fall 
months.  The Discovery Center is very happy to be a 
part of our wonderful community.      
Happy New Year!       ~ Kathy Jones, Director   

Dear Friends, 

Diane Harvey’s leadership has been a blessing to this church. With wisdom and grace she has provided 
great comfort during this transition period, assuring everyone that the life and ministry of First Congrega-
tional Church would continue to thrive. She has been an immense help to me personally--sharing infor-
mation, explaining traditions, and helping me find some solid ground beneath my feet. I cannot express 
how thankful I am for this gift during our time of transition.  

I want to assure you that we are already hard at work in determining our next step in staffing. A small 
group of leaders is working on a job description for the new position, and we hope to put together a search 
committee within the next month. In the meantime, we will be seeking an interim to work a few hours per 
week, primarily to focus on visitation and member care. We will keep you updated as we move along in 
this process. 

If you have any questions, feel free to talk with me or with our moderator, Peggy Murray. Thank you for 
your faithful support of our congregation as we continue to change and grow together. 

Peace, 

Cindy 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
Confirmation 2014 
Confirmation class is set to begin on January 26. 
This will be a 10 week course spread over the next 
five months. This program is open to any 8th grader. 
Please see Anne Fuehrer or Pastor Cindy if you have 
not been contacted by us and would like to know 
more about this program. 
 

Teachers Needed for Two Classes 
We are looking for teaching "partners" in the 3/4 
grade class and the 5/6 grade class. Teaching this 
group takes minimal effort with a partner and huge 

rewards as you get to know some of FCC's 
wonderful children. You may even strengthen your 
bible knowledge as you lead them through prepared 
curriculum. Do you have a special gift or mission 
project to share? These two age groups are 
particularly fun to work with as they love to be 
active and do things, they love to help people, put 
on skits, make things etc.  Please see Anne Fuehrer 
if you would like more information on how you can 
share yourself with these awesome kids. 
  

The next Christ Kids Club will be on February 2.  The 
theme is "Service and Mission." 
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FOOD PANTRY 
The Food Pantry is in need of people to sub-
stitute for our current volunteers on the oc-
casional weekday absence.  If interested in 
joining the pantry group please call me, Gail 
Dransfield  at 767.4177.  I will be happy to 
talk with you about this opportunity to serve.  
 

Since September, we have helped 232 adults 
and 180 children.  
 

The pantry has received several generous 
monetary donations over the holidays.  The 
money will be used for canned hams, meats, 
cereal and staples. To date, there are plenty 
of personal products, as Small School did a 
collection earlier this month.  There is a 
white board on the food pantry door that 
will continue to list items of need. 
 

Thank you for the support the 
food pantry has received.   

ATTENTION: ALL WOMEN OF THE CHURCH FROM 15 TO 105. 
The ninth UCC Women’s Celebration will be held from March 28-30 at the Holiday Inn by the Bay.  Any-
one who has attended previous Celebrations will tell you that not only is it a very moving and enjoyable 
event but can even be life-changing. 
 

Please look at the brochures in the church office for all the many and varied workshops that are offered.  
The experience of worshipping with several hundred women is also a wonderful experience. Please  
consider joining us for this event and also know that the Hilltop Guild will supply a partial scholarship to 
attend.    - Kathy Sahrbeck 

HEALTH CARE FOR THE HOMELESS  
We have received word from Health Care for the Homeless 
that they have lost their funding for 2014, and that they will 
therefore be closing their doors by the end of April.  Be-
cause of this status, they can no longer accept any donated 
funds.  You may remember that the Dental Clinic was one 
of the charities featured at our 2013 Mission Mall.  This 
next week, I will be attempting to contact each of the indi-
viduals who have donated to the Clinic to find out to which 
of the remaining charities they would like their gift be di-
rected.  As a reminder, the remaining charities are the Com-
munity Crisis Ministries, SP/CE Food Pantry, Grace Street, 
Friendship House and GLSEN.  
 

If I fail to reach you, would you please let me know your 
wishes by  Saturday January 18?  (Carol Scheffler, 
scheffler@maine.rr.com; 799.5269.)  If I don’t hear from 
you, I will ask Candy to forward any undirected donations 
to the Crisis Ministries Fund.  The Mission Mall committee 
apologizes for any inconvenience this may cause you.  It’s a 
sad fact that budgetary concerns have once again put some 
of our most vulnerable in jeopardy.      

WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY GROUP 
Explore the spirituality of yoga connecting mind, body and spirit. Join us for extra easy, 
gentle yoga of simple movements, breathing and rest. Wear comfortable clothing. Mats 
are provided. We will meet upstairs at South Portland Community Center, 21 Nelson 
Road at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 19. 

mailto:scheffler@maine.rr.com


FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,  
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
301 Cottage Road 

South Portland, ME  04106 
 

(207) 799-3361 

Post Office 

Time Sensitive Newsletter 

Non-Profit Org.  
U.S. Postage  

PAID       
Portland, ME  

Permit No. 944 


