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First  Congregational  Church,  United Church of Christ  

THE BEACON 
Volume 2, Issue 2                        Deadline for the next BEACON is Friday, October 11, 2013. 

 

September 29, 2013                                            Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org 

 
PRAYERS OF THE 

PEOPLE 

For those who live without 
sufficient food, water, 
shelter, or safety; for 
veterans and those in 
active service; for peace 

and peacemakers; for areas 
in strife around the world; 
for Kenya and Iraq as they 
mourn victims of terrorist 
attacks; and for earthquake 

victims in Pakistan. 
 

Ongoing prayers for 
Jennie DeGruchey, Ellie 
Chatto’s aunt, now at 
Coastal Manor in 

Yarmouth; and for Karen 
Mooney who was injured 
in a bicycle accident while 
in Croatia, and for Dale 
Mundee, son of Alberta 
Mundee, undergoing 
treatment for leukemia. 

 

Looking Ahead in Worship 
 

 October 6  

       8:30 a.m. – Chapel worship with Communion 

     10:00 a.m. – Sanctuary worship with Communion. Sunday school will 

meet as a group with Anne Fuehrer, Director of Children and Family 

Ministries. Fellowship time follows in Wright Pavilion. 

Neighbors in Need Offering will be received. 

 

       1:00 p.m. - Blessing of the Animals at the flagpole, Fort Williams 

Join us at the spot where we hold our Easter Sunrise Service with your pet, or 

a picture of your pet for a special blessing as we honor St. Francis Day.  This 

will be a brief service to which all are welcome whether you have an animal 

at home or not.  The service will celebrate the furry, fluffy, feathered or fishy 

members of our families.  It will remind us of God’s love for all creatures, and 

it will be fun!  For more information or questions, speak to Diane. 

 

October 13 

        8:30 a.m. – Chapel worship  

      10:00 a.m. – Sanctuary worship and Sunday school and Meetinghouse 

Choir.  Fellowship Time follows in Wright Pavilion.  Diane Harvey will give the 

message  

 

October 20 

       8:30 a.m.— Chapel Worship 

     10:00 a.m.— Sanctuary Worship with Sunday school and Meetinghouse 

Choir.  Fellowship Time follows in Wright Pavilion.  Our member and 

Professor at both Bangor Theological Seminary and Union Theological 

Seminary, New York, Rev. Marvin Ellison, Ph.D.  will give the message. 
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October 27 – Consecration Sunday 

       8:30 a.m.— Chapel Worship 

     10:00 a.m.— Sanctuary Worship with Sunday School and 

Meetinghouse Choir.  Fellowship Time follows in Wright 

Pavilion.  We will offer our pledges for 2014.  Diane Harvey will 

give the message. 

 
2014 Stewardship 
 
This year's stewardship season is now underway and will 

continue through Consecration Sunday, October 27
th

. Our 

theme for the year is 'Surprising Gifts'. This comes from 2 

Thessalonians 2:16-17, which states “May God...who reached 

out in love and surprised you with gifts of unending help and 

confidence, put a fresh heart in you...”. We are also 

highlighting the changes our church is currently going through, 

and the opportunities those changes bring. Anne Fuehrer 

joined us over the summer as the Director of Children and 

Family Ministries. The Reverend Cindy Maddox will join us in 

November as our new Senior Minister. We have a lot going on! 

What surprising gifts will they bring? Over the next few weeks, 

the Stewardship Committee and some special guests will 

explore 'Surprising Gifts' with a series of presentations and 

articles. 

  

For me, 'Surprising Gifts' come in many forms at our church. 

Special financial gifts fund transformative changes like The Gift, 

the building accessibility project, and the chancel 

reconfiguration. Talented ministers challenge us to see and 

approach the world in new ways. Everyday contributions of 

time, talent and dedication by members, staff, and ministers 

raise money, involve the broader community, and help those in 

need. Those with musical talent share a variety of music with 

the rest of us and enrich our experiences. We have a lot to be 

thankful for and a lot to look forward to. What will be next? 

  

Like last year, the Stewardship Committee will have a 

thermometer outside Wright Pavilion to measure our progress 

during this stewardship season. Because of the way the church 

sets budgets, we don't have a 2014 operating budget at this 

time, so we don't have a 2014 target or goal. Instead, we'll use 

the 2013 operating budget as a benchmark. Each week, the 

HILLTOP GUILD 
 

The Hilltop Guild is hosting 

the All Women of the Church 

Dinner. Please join us on 

Thursday October 10
th

 in 

Wright Pavilion for good fel-

lowship, yummy food and an 

interesting and informative 

program. Our guest will be 

Peter Allen, Certified Fitness 

Instructor extraordinaire. Pe-

ter will be giving us tips on 

keeping our balance, gaining 

strength, and much, much 

more. 

 

Come out and play with us 

and bring a friend. If you are 

not on our regular call list, 

make a reservation by notify-

ing Joan Dennison: 799-3193 

 
 

Prayers of the People (Cont) 
 

 Prayers of blessing for all our 
Sunday school teachers, nursery 

attendants and our Youth Ministry 

advisor. 
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thermometer will be updated with the latest numbers to see how we compare to that benchmark. As 

a reminder, the operating budget shows how revenues from pledges, rentals, support from our 

endowments, and other sources like the rummage sales, the Holly Dazes Bazaar, and the per capita 

contribution support our expenses for things like utilities, music & education, worship, staff, and 

missions. I hope you find this thermometer a useful tool for measuring our progress during the 

Stewardship season. Let's see how well we do relative to this year's budget! 

  

Chris Keiter 

Member of the Stewardship Committee, along with Jerry Reynolds, Diane Harvey, Dan Cummings, 

Jayne Sawtelle Quinn and Bill Campbell 

 
Eskimo Men–s Club 
The Igloo has been shoveled out so the Eskimos can begin their season’s meetings, on Wednesday 

October 2
nd

 at 6PM !  Mark this on your calendar as a great way to spend the evening as we will have 

our taste buds tantalized by the lovely ladies of the Hilltop Guild with one of their usual delicious 

suppers. 

 

After we have enjoyed a splendid meal, we will be entertained and enlightened by taking a trip on 

one of Maine’s unique transportation systems!  Joel Eastman, retired Prof. of History at USM, will be 

the conductor on an exquisite ride on the “Bridgton and Saco River Railroad, 1883-1941.” This 

railroad was one of the famous Maine Two-Footers, meaning that its rails were only 2 feet apart. It 

ran from Bridgton Junction with the Maine Central near Hiram, Maine, to Bridgton and Harrison, 

Maine. Prof. Eastman will show numerous photos and will have a handout about the railroad that 

was one of the several Two-Footers in Maine, which gave Maine the largest network of two-foot 

gauge railroads in the country. 

 

Don’t wait to be called, but consider yourself invited to attend.  If you’re not already on the Eskimos 

calling list, simply call Walt Jellison at 799-1023 by Sept. 30
th

 so he can be sure to have a seat and 

plenty of food for you! And you won’t have to do the dishes afterwards! 

 

HOLLY DAZE BAZAAR:   

Help!  I usually make candy wreaths for the Holly Daze Bazaar but I’m having a problem with 

purchasing the candy.  The cost is approximately $50 to make about nine wreaths and the Bazaar 

does not wish to continue with this expense.   

 

Is there anyone who can help me with the cost – the wreaths are a hit and someone always comes 

especially to pick up one?  They will be missed. 

Call Prudy at 799-5705. 

 

FALL WORKSHOP:  From Conflict to Connection: The Fundamentals of Nonviolent Communication 

Nonviolent Communication helps develop our abilities to respond compassionately no matter what 

the situation.  The process, designed originally by Marshall Rosenberg, has two parts:  expressing 

ourselves authentically and listening with empathy.    It is much more than just a communication 
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process or a language:  It is a way of being compassionate and authentic in relationship to ourselves 

and to others.  It is an ongoing invitation to focus our attention where we can find what we are 

seeking – connection.  The objective of NVC is to remind us of our shared humanity and help us live 

from that awareness. 

 

Leading the workshop is Peggy Smith, a certified Nonviolent Communication Trainer.  She is offering it 

at First Congregational Church, South Portland, on October 25 (6:30 – 8:30), 26 (9-4) and 27 (noon – 

4).  Sign up on the church website or by calling the church office. 

 

Neighbors in Need 

Neighbors in Need is the UCC’s annual offering to support ministries of justice and compassion 

throughout the United Sates.  Your gift allows UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to continue its 

strong policy advocacy work on issues such as the federal budget, voting rights, immigration, health 

care, hate crimes, civil liberties, and environmental justice.  Neighbors in Need also supports our 

American Indian neighbors in the UCC.  Today there are 20 UCC congregations on reservations and 

one  urban, multi tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis.  Read transformation stories of how your 

gifts have changed lives at http://www.ucc.org/nin/stories.html. 

 

We will receive your gift on October 6
th

.  Please make your check payable to First Congregational 

Church, UCC and write NIN on the memo line.  There will be Neighbors in Need envelopes in the pew 

racks.  Thank you for your annual support of Neighbors in Need. 

 

Mission & Outreach Team 

moteam@fccucc.org 

 

October 25 “Broadening Our Welcome” Conference:  RCAD (the Religious Coalition Against 

Discrimination) is hosting a one-day educational conference in Augusta for ONA and other Welcoming 

congregations, to address how to move forward with LBGT equality, this time with an emphasis on 

transgender inclusion.  National and local speakers, fabulous worship and music, amazing workshops, 

and practical tips galore.  To register online, go to www.RCADmaine.org. 

 

IS IT PICTURE DIRECTORY TIME AGAIN?  IF SO, WE NEED HELP! 

 
I DO NOT know where I have filed, or piled, the most recent directory featuring pictures of our church 

members and friends! 

 

I DO know that half, at least, of the folks I see in church were NOT in that directory.  And the people 

who were in that directory do not look exactly the same!  Members of the Church Council have been 

thinking about the many changes we see around us every week,  new faces, older faces, families with 

small children, families without the young people we used to see (they have moved on and away from 

us). We look around and do not know people’s names. If we haven’t met folks, new people haven’t 

met them either probably.  We also believe that our new minister needs help in identifying people by 

name, no matter how quickly she can learn. 
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Photos can be taken a variety of ways – by professional people working for a directory-

creating-specialist who have a monetary interest in the process; or by an individual who has a 

camera, some skill using it, and time to take pictures of people over a period of a few weeks.  

Someone else may have skill in formatting pictures, creating a photo book.  Pictures don’t 

need to be in color either. 

 

Please consider working with a committee to move on this.  We would need people to call 

members to set up appointments, people who have a few hours to check folks in, people to 

determine what time of day or what time of the week is good to collect families, senior 

citizens, and working people for picture taking. PLEASE CALL me, with your ideas about this 

project:  Nancy MacLean,  883-3715  

 

Children’s Name Tags 

Children’s name tags will be kept in the classrooms for now. If they don’t have one then you 

can sign up for one on the sheet in the narthex. Ninth graders and above should sign up for an 

adult name tag. Thank you to all parents who have registered their children for Sunday School 

and for coming upstairs to collect your children before coffee hour. Your assistance in keeping 

children from running down the stairs and using good table manners is appreciated. 

 

World Communion Sunday and Food Pantry Project 

World Communion Sunday is October 6. The Sunday School will be meeting with Anne Fuehrer 

and special guest Rev. Jill Saxby in the chapel to reflect on what it means to be part of a larger 

Christian Community. We will also be marking the beginning of a long term mission project 

with our Emergency food pantry here at First Congregational Church and will be encouraged 

to bring an offering of food for the pantry each month beginning in October. After sharing in 

the chapel, the children will then go to the Community Room to sample bread from other 

countries and decorate paper bags for the food pantry and deliver our food downstairs to the 

pantry. 

 

Each month will be a different theme for our Food Pantry Offering: 

 

October - Bathroom Busters   January - Super Soups and Stews 

November - Breakfast Buddies  February - Oodles or Noodles 

December - Satisfying Snack 

 

Celebrating and Blessing Teachers 

We are grateful for those that share their gifts with our children: 

Nursery: Parent and Teacher Volunteers with special thanks to Kiersten Ellis 

Pre K- Linda McAloon, Asst. Theo Brucker 

Kindergarten- Jennifer Fetting and Lauren Magnson, Asst. Hannah Skeffington 

1/2 Grades- Jill Gorneau and Christine Campbell, Asst. Molly Skeffington 

3/4 Grades- Karen Verdelli and Peter Rhinehardt 

5/6 Grades-Carol Zechman 

7/8 Grades-Carrie Skeffington and Mike Quinn 

Youth Ministry Advisor-Deborah Dagnan 
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We are still looking for helpers on Communion Sundays with 

Anne, Adult Nursery Attendants and relief Teachers for Grades 

3/4 and 5/6. Please contact Anne Fuehrer if you are able to help 

with in any of these areas: abf@fccucc.org. 

 

From Shirley Curry – Minister of Music 

On Tuesday, September 3, the Meetinghouse Choir began 

rehearsals at 7:00 p.m. in the choir rehearsal room under the 

sanctuary.  We sang in service on September 8 and are in full 

swing now.  The choir is open to all from 7
th

 grade on up.  We are 

excited about the new, younger faces who are joining us.  They 

bring great voices and much energy to the group.  Rehearsals run 

from 7:00 p.m. to 8:45 p.m.  We sing music of many styles and 

have a couple of rousing spirituals coming up in the next month 

or so. 

 

On Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. and running until 7:15 p.m., the 

Children’s Choir has started their season singing, clapping, 

marching, and praising the Lord.  This choir covers grades 2 – 6.  

We rehearse weekly and sing in service monthly.  Rehearsals are 

downstairs under the sanctuary in the choir rehearsal room.  

Come!  Bring your enthusiasm, your voices, and your friends.   

 

The Hilltop Ringers rehearse at 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. in the 

balcony of the sanctuary.  We’ve already polished and repaired 

the bells and are ready to prepare music for October.  Anyone 

from 7th  grade on up is welcome.  Being able to keep a good 

beat is the most important requirement.  It’s a lot of fun!  

On October 20 – The members of the Meetinghouse Choir would 

like to invite any and all to join us in the rehearsal room after 

service at 11:30 a.m. to experience the joy of singing in a choir.  

We will sing a few hymns and several easy anthems so you can 

see what it’s like to be part of a lively musical ensemble.  (I also 

have to dispel the rumor that I crack a whip at rehearsals.)  

 

 What fun!  See you there! 

 

 Shirley Curry – Director of Choirs 

799-3361, ext. 108; Home – 883-2320 

 
SENIOR ACTIVITIES 

 

Thursday, October 3- 1:00  

SAGE meeting. 

 

Wednesday, October 9- Lunch 

and Fun at noon in Wright Pa-

vilion.  Bring your lunch and 

stay afterwards to help with a 

project for the Holly Daze Ba-

zaar. 

 

Wednesday, October 17- Join 

us for a tour of St. Luke’s Epis-

copal Church in Portland, leav-

ing at 1:00. 

 

Thursday, October 24- Leave 

the church at 10:30 for a foli-

age ride and lunch at Cole 

Farms in Gray. 

 

Tuesday, October 29- Meet for 

breakfast at I-Hop at 9:00. 

The 

Rummage 

sale is 

coming and 

so is winter!  

Remember 

to bring in 

those winter items you will not 

be wearing this year as 

someone will want them.  Also 

any household items that you 

are not using will be a treasure 

to someone else. 

If you need something picked 

up please give me a call.  Prudy 

– 799-5705. 
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