
 

PRAYERS OF THE 

PEOPLE 

For those who live 

without sufficient 

food, water, shelter, or 

safety; for veterans 

and those in active 

service; for peace and 

peacemakers; for Syria 

and for Egypt.   

Prayers:  for Fred 

Reilly, father of Holly 

Culver as he battles 

cancer; Samantha 

Smith, cousin of Sharon 

Leddy-Smart as she 

battles brain cancer; 

and Jennie DeGruchey, 

Ellie Chatto’s aunt now 

receiving hospice care 

at home. 

In memory:  Lydia 

Graves who died 

August 15 at the age of 

91.  Lydia was one of 

the original members of 

the Hilltop Guild. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BEACON 
Volume 2, Issue 1  Deadline for the next BEACON is Friday, September 27, 2013. 

September 15, 2013   Send entries to beacon@fccucc.org . 

First  Congregational  Church,  United Church of Christ  

Looking Ahead in Worship 

September 22 
       8:30 a.m. – Chapel worship 
     10:00 a.m. – Sanctuary worship and Sunday school. Fellowship time 
follows in Wright Pavilion. Our guest preacher will be the Rev. Judith 
Blanchard, Chaplain Clinical Leader at Maine Medical Center.  
  
September 29 
       8:30 a.m. – Chapel worship 
     10:00 a.m. – Sanctuary worship and Sunday school. Fellowship time 
follows in Wright Pavilion.  Diane Harvey will give the message. A member 
of the Stewardship Committee will introduce us to this year’s theme. 
 
October 6  
       8:30 a.m. – Chapel worship with Communion 
     10:00 a.m. – Sanctuary worship with Communion. Sunday school will 
meet as a group with Anne Fuehrer, Director of Children and Family 
Ministries. Fellowship time follows in Wright Pavilion. 
 
       1:00 p.m. - Blessing of the Animals at the flagpole, Fort Williams 
Join us at the spot where we hold our Easter Sunrise Service with your pet, or 
a picture of your pet for a special blessing as we honor St. Francis Day.  This 
will be a brief service to which all are welcome whether you have an animal 
at home or not.  The service will celebrate the furry, fluffy, feathered or fishy 
members of our families.  It will remind us of God’s love for all creatures, and 
it will be fun!  For more information or questions, speak to Diane. 
 
 

Register for Sunday School Online! 
 

All of our registration materials are available online. Use the following link 
to offer our teachers important information like allergies and birthdays  
- and even volunteer your time and talent! There are many different ways 
you can help the Sunday school program. 

www.fccucc.org/grow/sunday-school/sunday-school-registration 
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ALTAR MEMORIALS 

The Mission Globe is 

lighted September 22 by 

Deb and Jim Rideout in 

memory of their parents 

Eugene and Bernice 

Rideout and Linwood and 

Edithe Durrell.   

 

 
 

Staff Notes 
Jen Dealaman, our church secretary/office administrator since December 
2008 resigned effective September 11. You will find a note from her 
elsewhere in the Beacon.  Jen was a welcoming presence to member and 
stranger alike and treated all with kindness.  That gift of hers will be 
especially missed.  Until we hire another secretary, our members, Sally 
Hinckley and Debbie Rideout will be covering office duties.   
 
Diane will be out of the office Wednesday, Sept. 18 – Tuesday, Sept. 24 for 
long scheduled week’s vacation.  Garvey MacLean is on call for pastoral 
emergencies. 
 

From Shirley Curry – Minister of Music 
 

On Tuesday, September 3, the Meetinghouse Choir began rehearsals at 7:00 
p.m. in the choir rehearsal room under the sanctuary.  We sang in service on 
September 8 and are in full swing now.  The choir is open to all from 7th 
grade on up.  We are excited about the new, younger faces who are joining 
us.  They bring great voices and much energy to the group.  Rehearsals run 
from 7:00 p.m. to 8:45 p.m.  We sing music of many styles and have a couple 
of rousing spirituals coming up in the next month or so. 
 

On Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. and running until 7:15 p.m., the Children’s 
Choir has started their season singing, clapping, marching, and praising the 
Lord.  This choir covers grades 2 – 6.  We rehearse weekly and sing in 
service monthly.  Rehearsals are downstairs under the sanctuary in the choir 
rehearsal room.  Come!  Bring your enthusiasm, your voices, and your 
friends.   
 

The Hilltop Ringers rehearse at 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. in the balcony of the 
sanctuary.  We’ve already polished and repaired the bells and are ready to 
prepare music for October.  Anyone from 4th grade on up is welcome.  Being 
able to keep a good beat is the most important requirement.  It’s a lot of fun! 
 

Stay tuned for details about the Joyful Noise Choir so ably led by Robin 
Reinhold. 
 

On October 20 – The members of the Meetinghouse Choir would like to 
invite any and all to join us in the rehearsal room after service at 11:30 a.m. 
to experience the joy of singing in a choir.  We will sing a few hymns and 
several easy anthems so you can see what it’s like to be part of a lively 
musical ensemble.  (I also have to dispel the rumor that I crack a whip at 
rehearsals.)  
 

What fun!  See you there! 
 

Shirley Curry – Director of Choirs 
799-3361, ext. 108; Home – 883-2320 
 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to Deb Dagnan 

and Silas, Finn and Xander 

for moving the nursery and 

the fresh paint.  

Anne Fuehrer, Director-

Children & Family 

Ministries 

EXTENDED THANKS 

We sincerely want to 

extend our thanks to all of 

you who supported us with 

your cards, prayers and 

messages of sympathy 

these last few weeks.  

Believe me your messages 

of love and sympathy 

provided us with much 

encouragement and peace 

following my sister's death.  

A heartfelt thank you to 

everyone. 

 

Jim Rideout and Family 



 

Bring a Can Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS IN AUGUST? 
 

The days are getting cooler and instead of seed catalogs, mailboxes are 
being filled with circulars exhorting us to shop for school supplies.  If 
the beginning of school is coming, you must know that Thanksgiving 
and Christmas can’t be far behind.  As you begin to think of your 
Christmas giving for this year, please keep in mind the MISSION  

MALL.  The Mall is our own alternative gift fair at which we feature 6 
local charities and their representatives.  Those reps are encouraged to 
talk to you about the mission of their group and to suggest making a 
donation in honor of someone to whom you would like to give a 
Christmas gift.  That donation not only provides a thoughtful gift for a 
loved one but also continues to give to the organization you are 
supporting.  The Mission Mall will be held on the same day as the 

Bazaar, November 23rd.  There will be more information as we move 
closer to that date but as you wander through the stores, keep in mind 
the Mission Mall as an alternative way to give a gift that truly “keeps 
on giving”!   
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STEEPLE LIGHTING 
 

The steeple is lighted 

the week of September 

22 in loving memory of 

Fred Baggesen by his 

daughter Sandra 

Halverson.  

The steeple is lighted 

the week of September 

29 in loving memory of 

Mark W. Andrews by 

his mother Verna and 

sisters Julie and Ellen. 

This summer, our Food Pantry 

provided food for 126 adults 

and 115 children. 29 new 

families used the Food Pantry 

for the first time. Although 

there are many food pantries 

in the area, we are one of the 

few who do not rely on 

income guidelines, as the 

Food Pantry committee 

members feel that we did not 

want to turn away someone in 

need because they make too 

much money. Because of this, 

we are not eligible for many of 

the food pantry resources and 

depend on donations to meet 

the needs of our neighbors.  

We are grateful for the 

support offered by this 

congregation and all who 

have offered their support 

over the years. As we start the 

new school year, with all the 

inherent beginnings and 

changes, we would like to ask 

you to make one other change. 

On Communion Sunday, on 

the first Sunday of each 

month, please consider 

bringing a can or 2. If 

everyone brought 2 cans, just 

think of how much food we 

would have to shelve and 

share with our neighbors! ☺ 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S 

SPIRITUALITY CIRCLE 

 

WSC will be meeting 

September 18
th

 at 7 

p.m. in Davidson 

Lounge. We will be 

reading Chapter 2 of 

What do we talk about 

when we talk about 

God. Copies are in the 

wall folder outside the 

Associate Pastor’s 

office. All are welcome, 

even if you don’t get to 

the reading! 

 



 

 

 

A Note from Jen Dealaman 

You may (or may not) be aware by now that I have chosen to resign 

from my position as your church secretary/administrator.  This 

decision has not come easily for me, in large part because my 

experience with staff and the congregation has been so positive and 

something I’ve held in such high regard.  Until mid-spring of this year, 

I have been so incredibly well matched to the position in which I 

served you.  With the many staff changes since spring, my position has 

transformed a bit and I have felt more challenged.  Up until this time, I 

have navigated this as successfully as I have been able to, but in recent 

weeks it has become increasingly hard on me.  As a first point of 

contact for the church, the last thing I want is to have the negative 

effects of my struggle effect interactions with you or those you serve.  

You all are a wonderful group, do wonderful things for communities, 

and deserve to be represented in the best light possible.  So, out of 

respect for you – the congregation – an in recognition of the best in me, 

I have decided to regroup and allow myself to explore new 

possibilities.  My time with you has been transforming, both 

personally and professionally.  I will always consider you part of who 

I am and love the support you have offered me over time.  Thank you 

so much for letting me into your church and for being such a positive 

influence over the years. 

  Jen Dealaman 
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SENIOR ACTIVITIES 

Thursday, 

September 26-  Leave 

parking lot at 9:00 for 

the Cumberland 

Fair. 

Thursday, October 3- 

1:00 SAGE meeting. 

Wednesday, October 

9- Lunch and Fun at 

noon in Wright 

Pavilion.  Bring your 

lunch and stay 

afterwards to help 

with a project for the 

Holly Daze Bazaar. 

Wednesday, October 

17- Join us for a tour 

of St. Luke’s 

Episcopal Church in 

Portland, leaving at 

1:00. 

Thursday, October 

24- Leave the church 

at 10:30 for a foliage 

ride and lunch at 

Cole Farms in Gray. 

Tuesday, October 29- 

Meet for breakfast at 

I-Hop at 9:00. 
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Neighbors in Need 
 
Neighbors in Need is the UCC’s annual offering to support ministries of justice 
and compassion throughout the United Sates.  Your gift allows UCC’s Justice and 
Witness Ministries to continue its strong policy advocacy work on issues such as 
the federal budget, voting rights, immigration, health care, hate crimes, civil 
liberties, and environmental justice.  Neighbors in Need also supports our 
American Indian neighbors in the UCC.  Today there are 20 UCC congregations 
on reservations and one  urban, multi tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis.  
Read transformation stories of how your gifts have changed lives at 
http://www.ucc.org/nin/stories.html. 
 
We will receive your gift on October 6th.  Please make your check payable to First 
Congregation Church, UCC and write NIN on the memo line.  There will be 
Neighbors in Need envelopes in the pew racks.  Thank you for your annual 
support of Neighbors in Need. 
 
Mission & Outreach Team 
moteam@fccucc.org 
 

 

Holly Daze Bazaar 

Eight weeks and counting:  that’s all the time left til our annual Bazaar, so this is a reminder 

to all the wonderful elves who are busy working on items for Fair Fancy.  I’ve received 

some nice things already:  handmade mini gift boxes, woven party cups, promises of 

mother/daughter aprons.  There will be Maine potato jewelry, ribbon jewelry, sea glass 

ornaments (many thanks to the anonymous donor of a huge bag of sea glass.  We could use 

crayon foldups, hand made cards, ornaments, catnip mice, balsam sachets, etc.  If anyone 

would like to help with setup on the day before or put in an hour or two the day of, please 

call either of the “Marilyns.”  Thanks to all. 

Marilyn Andress 741-519 

Marilyn Mitchell 773-4147 
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   EDUCATION GROWTH & FELLOWSHIP / SENIORS     *                  *            *                  * 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,  

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

301 Cottage Road, South Portland, ME  04106 

(207)799-3361 

 
Post Office                                                             

Time Sensitive Newsletter 
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L  A  B  E  L   H E R E 

 

 

 

Find us at:  www.facebook.com/fccucc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 


