
 

PRAYERS OF THE 

PEOPLE 

For those who live 

without sufficient 

food, water, shelter, or 

safety; for veterans 

and those in active 

service; for peace and 

peacemakers; for Syria 

and for Egypt.   

(cont. pg. 2) 
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Looking Ahead in Worship 

September 1 
9:30 a.m. – Sanctuary worship with the celebration of communion; Diane Harvey 
 will give the message. Join us for lemonade on the porch following 
 worship. 
 
September 8 is Homecoming Sunday and we return to two services. 
  8:30 a.m. – Chapel worship 
10:00 a.m. – Sanctuary worship 
 Bring water from a special place to add to the baptismal font. Diane 
 Harvey will lead worship. Join us for the all church picnic immediately 
 following worship. Pray for sunshine, and dress for fun. There’s a sign-up 
 poster so everyone can help make this a great day. Please look for it in the 
 Narthex (sanctuary entry). 
 
September 15 
  8:30 a.m. – Chapel worship 
10:00 a.m. – Sanctuary worship and first day of Sunday School. We’ll  
 commission our Sunday school teachers and Diane Harvey will give the 
 message. Fellowship time follows in Wright Pavilion. 
 
September 22 
  8:30 a.m. – Chapel worship 
10:00 a.m. – Sanctuary worship and Sunday School. Fellowship time follows in 
 Wright Pavilion. Our guest preacher will be the Rev. Judith Blanchard, 
 Chaplain Clinical Leader at MMC. 
 

Register for Sunday School Online! 
 

All of our registration materials are available online. Use the following link 
to offer our teachers important information like allergies and birthdays  
- and even volunteer your time and talent! There are many different ways 
you can help the Sunday school program. 

www.fccucc.org/grow/sunday-school/sunday-school-registration 
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PRAYERS OF THE 
PEOPLE (cont.) 

 

Prayers: for Della 
Hitchcox recovering after 
unexpected open heart 
surgery; for Cheryl 
Barter recovering from 
more surgery on her leg;  
and for Birger Johnson 
recovering from a recent 
stroke.  
 

Wedding blessings: for 
Debra Andrews and Tim 
Honey who were united 
in marriage in the McCall 
Chapel on August 23; 
and for Kristen Silvia 
and David Martines who 
were united in marriage 
at Broadturn Farm in 
Scarborough on July 27. 
 

ALTAR MEMORIALS 

The Mission Globe is lighted 

September 1 by Jerry Onos 

in memory of Diane Onos, 

wife, mother of Kathryn 

DiPhilippo and 

Grandmother of Josie 

DiPhilippo.  

The flowers on the altar 

September 8 are given in 

honor of Homecoming 

Sunday at First 

Congregational church from 

an anonymous donor.   

The flowers on the altar 

September 15 are given in 

loving memory of Mr. and 

Mrs. Lloyd A. Jordan by 

Stanley and Marie Jordan 

and the Grandchildren.   

From the Search Committee... 

On August 10th and 11th, we
welcomed Rev. Cindy Maddox to 
our church as candidate for Senior
Minister. What an amazing, Spirit 
filled weekend it was! It was a 
beautiful Maine summer day on 
Saturday the 10th,, and we did not 
know how many of you to expect 
for the morning and evening Q&A 
sessions. We were so surprised and 
delighted when more than 60 of you 
came to the morning session and 
more than 50 of you came to the 
evening session. Thank you! You 
came with open minds and open 
hearts, with curiosity and questions. 
You asked great questions and you 
listened intently. There were times 
when you nodded your head and 
times when you laughed out loud. 
Throughout each session, we could 
feel excitement building. Afterward, 
several of you told us you could feel 
it too. 
 
Another beautiful day greeted us on 
Sunday, August 11th and more than 
200 of you came to church. Our faith 
community experienced a 
wonderful and inspiring worship 
service crafted by our candidate. In 
our voices as we sang, in the words 
we spoke responsively and in 
unison, and as we listened to the 
message offered, excitement, 
expectation, and the presence of the 
Holy Spirit was more than palpable 
within and among us; it was electric 
and it was dancing. 
 
During the congregational meeting 
that followed worship, we voted; 
and the vote was overwhelmingly 
positive.  Rev. Cindy Maddox  
 

joyfully accepted our call and will 
begin with us on November 11, 
2013. 
 
Many thanks to all of you who 
offered words and prayers of 
support to the Search Committee 
throughout the process. The value 
of all those prayers cannot be over 
estimated. And, special thanks to 
Rev. Diane Harvey who provided 
loving pastoral support, wise 
council and guidance along the 
way to the committee.  
 
For all of us on the Search 
Committee, it has been an honor 
and a privilege to work on behalf of 
our congregation to find the best 
candidate for Senior Minister. And 
now we look forward, along with 
you and with great anticipation, to 
the next chapter in the life of our 
church, with Rev. Cindy Maddox 
as our new Senior Minister. 
 

The Search Committee:
Mike Kasputes
 Sandy Dyer,

 Lauren Magnuson
 Betsy Keiter
 Aaron Scifres
 Jim Kupel 

Gloria Dinsmore
 Deb Dagnan
 Jim Rideout

 and until his passing, Phil Whitney
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COUNCIL / S L & W 

 
A Christian family: 

 

Loving, 
  

Welcoming,  
 

Serving 
 

 

STEEPLE LIGHTING 
 

The steeple is lighted 

the week of August 25 

in memory of Howard 

Fleming by his daughters. 

The steeple is lighted 

the week of September 

1 in memory of Helen 

Calhoun Otis by her son 

Jim and daughter Kathy 

Hollis and their families.   

The steeple is lighted 

the week of September 

8 in loving memory of 

John Wetmore Jr. and 

parents Mr. and Mrs. 

John Wetmore Sr., and 

my parents Mr. and Mrs. 

Eugene Strout by Ina 

Wetmore.  

The steeple is lighted 

the week of September 

15 in celebration of Lily, 

Maya, Ainsley, Elsa and 

Tommy from Nonna and 

PopPop. 

 

Dear friends, 

I keep reliving our time together during candidating weekend: the fun I had 

during the Q&A sessions, the excitement of chatting with you during the 

receptions, the joy of preaching to such an attentive audience, and finally the 

thrill of walking into the sanctuary surrounded by your smiling faces and 

cheers. I cherish these memories and hold them close to me as I await the 

time when we will be together again.  

I will join you in November, and I will have much for which to be thankful as 

I celebrate my first Thanksgiving with you. Then comes Advent -- the time 

we remember Jesus' coming into the world and celebrate the many ways 

Christ is born into our world anew each day. I am confident that God will be 

known to us in surprising and wonderful ways.  

Thank you again for your extravagant welcome, for me and my family. 

         Peace,  
         Pastor Cindy 

 

 A Few Words from the Council 

As we look forward with great 
anticipation to the arrival of our 
new Senior Minister, Reverend 
Cindy Maddox, in mid-
November, we are also hearing 
your questions about Reverend 
Diane Harvey’s ongoing tenure 
and our long term plans for an 
Associate Minister.  Based on 
discussions with Cindy and Diane, 
we are pleased to let you know 
that we have extended Diane’s 
covenant as our Transitional 
Minister on a full time basis 
through December 31, 2013, and 
will include her position in the 
2014 budget process on a part-time 
basis through May 31, 2014.  This 
will provide transition support 
specifically requested by Cindy 
through the busy Advent and 
Lenten seasons.  It will also allow 
us time to test and assess the 
evolving staffing model of Senior  

Minister, part-time Associate 
Minister and part-time Director of 
Children and Family Ministries 
before we embark on the search for 
a settled Associate Minister. 
  
Please keep our clergy and church 
staff in your prayers through the 
coming months as our transition 
continues, and offer them your 
assistance and support wherever 
you are able.  We also look 
forward to your active 
participation in the 2014 
stewardship and budget process as 
we continue to define the staffing 
needs of our church, and discuss 
how we will support those needs. 
 

Peggy Murray 
 Moderator 
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S L & W / E G & F   
 

 

 

WOMEN’S 

SPIRITUALITY CIRCLE 

 

WSC will be meeting 

September 18
th

 at 7 

p.m. in Davidson 

Lounge. We will be 

reading Chapter 2 of 

What do we talk about 

when we talk about 

God. Copies are in the 

wall folder outside the 

Associate Pastor’s 

office. All are welcome, 

even if you don’t get to 

the reading! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

EXTENDED THANKS 

 

We wish to extend our 

thanks to all who 

supported us with cards, 

messages, calls and 

words of sympathy 

during the past weeks.  

Your concerns and 

encouragement 

following Phil's death 

were greatly 

appreciated.   

 

Doreen Whitney 

& Family 

Welcome !!! 
 

The Children's Choir for 2nd through 
6th graders is now warming up its 
voices. Shirley Curry, our Minister of 
Music, will be holding an 
informational meeting and first 
rehearsal on Wednesday, September 
4th at 6:30 p.m. Rehearsals take place 
each Wednesday in the choir room 
downstairs and last for 45 minutes. 
 Parents are always welcome to attend. 

As Plato says, "Music gives a soul to 
the universe, wings to the mind, light 
to the imagination and life to 
everything."  Please join us and give 
soul, wings, light and life to your 
child and to our worship services. 

 

 

Please welcome Anne Fuehrer as our 
new Director of Children and Family 
Ministries.  Anne joins us from the 
South Freeport Congregational Church, 
where she has served in this position 
for 12 years.  She has vast experience in 
coordinating and guiding faith 
formation for children and youth. A 
few of her responsibilities here at FCC 
UCC include assisting in coordinating 
the nursery, assisting and supporting 
Sunday School Teachers, and leading 
the children once a month on  

Communion Sundays so teachers can 
worship in the sanctuary.  Anne brings 
great creativity and energy to her 
work.  We look forward to working 
with her to support the children and 
families of our congregation!! 
Generally, Anne will be at church on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sunday 
mornings.  
 

Judy Magnuson 
for Personnel and EG&F 

 

The Children’s Choir 

 

The Hilltop Guild 

 The first meeting of the season of the 
Hilltop Guild is Thursday, September 
12th at 7 p.m. 
 
Our speaker that evening will be Carol 
Rancourt from the Southern Maine 
Agency on Aging. Carol will cover 
topics we are all interested in. Please 
come with your questions and bring a 
friend. As always, dessert and 
beverages will be served in Wright 
Pavilion. Join us for fun and friendship. 
 
Don’t forget: 
1. Dues ($2.00) may be paid at this 
meeting. 
 

2. Bring something for the Food 

Pantry. 

3. Mark your calendars for the All 

Women of the Church Dinner, 

Thursday, October 10 at 6:30 p.m.

Our very special guest will be Peter 

Allen, Fitness Director, Personal 

Trainer, former Lifeline instructor

and much, much more. You will 

laugh and you will learn. More 

information will be available later. 
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Church Picnic 
 

When:  Sunday, September 8th 
Time:  Right after the Church Service 
What:  We need YOUR HELP!!! 

 

Our Annual Church Picnic will take 
place on Sunday, September 8th, right 
after the Church service. 
 

The Eskimos do a fabulous job grilling 
up burgers and hotdogs for the 
congregation.....YUM! What we need is 
your help with a salad, side dish, or 
paper good contribution. 
 

Please look for a sign-up board and 
consider bringing a salad, chips, 
condiments, toppings for ice cream, etc. 
Beals’ Ice Cream generously donates ice 
cream for this event...YUMMY! It is 
always a very fun occasion and a 
wonderful get-together! 
 

If you have time to help or have 
questions, please contact: Margaret 
Thibodeau @ 767-7150 or 415-2500 or 
mtthib@maine.rr.com . 
 

From the Director of Children and Family Ministries 

Sunday School is just around the 
corner, and as the new Director of 
Children and Family Ministries, I am 
excited to meet all of you as we begin a 
new program year together.  

I look forward to meeting as many of 
you as possible at the Homecoming 
Picnic or in around the church during 
the week. My scheduled days in the 
office are Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Sundays, but I will also be available at 
other times as needed. Please stop in 
and introduce yourself! 

The children are invited to join me in a 
“Getting to Know Each Other”, large 
group program on Sunday, September 
15th. Regular Sunday school classes 
will begin September 22nd, with a 
meeting for teachers TBA during the 
week of the 15th. 

This year, we will continue to use the 
lectionary based curriculum called the 
Seasons of the Spirit to explore 
meaning and mystery in the Bible;
celebrate in worship, sacraments, 
education, and service; engage in 
ministries of love, justice, and witness; 
and live in inclusive communities of 
faith, shaped and led by the Holy 
Spirit. 

A note on the “lectionary” part of this 
curriculum: theoretically, the 
Children’s Worship Bulletin, the 
Pastor’s Sermon and the Sunday School 
Curriculum, if following the lectionary 
(a planned three year cycle that maps 
the entire content of scripture in the 
Bible) all match on a given Sunday, 
giving you the opportunity to reinforce 
the scripture message at home on 
multiple levels. There are always 
exceptions, but as a general rule you 
can expect these to match. 

We continue to offer five traditional 
Sunday School classes for the following 
age groups:• Preschool & Kindergarten 
(Ages 3-5) • Grades 1 and 2 (Ages 6-7) 
• Grades 3 and 4 (Ages 8-9) • Grades 5 
and 6 (Ages 10-11) • Grades 7 and 8 
(Ages 12-14) If you are interested in this 
meaningful experience for your child, 
please register online at 
www.fccucc.org. 

In addition, if you are interested in 
teaching or assisting with Sunday 
School, please contact Anne Fuehrer at 
799-3361 or abf@fccucc.org. 
 

 

SENIOR ACTIVITIES 

Thursday, September 5 - 

SAGE meeting at 1:00. 

Wednesday, September 

11 - Leave church at 

12:00 for a picnic at Ft. 

Williams.  (Please note 

that this is a change from 

previous calendar). 

Thursday, September 19 

- Meet for breakfast at I-

Hop at 9:00. 

Thursday, September 26 

- Leave parking lot at 

9:00 for the Cumberland 

Fair. 

Thursday, October 3 - 

1:00 SAGE meeting. 
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E G & F /E G & F /E G & F /E G & F /    YOUTH / M & OYOUTH / M & OYOUTH / M & OYOUTH / M & O    

CHRISTMAS IN 

AUGUST? 

 

The days are getting 

cooler and instead of 

seed catalogs, 

mailboxes are being 

filled with circulars 

exhorting us to shop for 

school supplies.  If the 

beginning of school is 

coming, you must know 

that Thanksgiving and 

Christmas can’t be far 

behind.  As you begin to 

think of your Christmas 

giving for this year, 

please keep in mind the 

MISSION  MALL.  The 

Mall is our own 

alternative gift fair at 

which we feature 6 local 

charities and their 

representatives.  Those 

reps are encouraged to 

talk to you about the 

mission of their group 

and to suggest making  

a donation in honor of 

someone to whom you 

would like to give a 

Christmas gift.  That 

donation not only 

provides a thoughtful 

gift for a loved one but 

also continues to give to 

the organization you are 

supporting.  The 

Mission Mall will be 

held on the same day as 

the Bazaar, November 

23
rd

.  There will be more 

information as we move 

closer to that date but 

as you wander through 

the stores, keep in mind 

the Mission Mall as an 

alternative way to give a 

gift that truly “keeps on 

giving”!   

First Youth Ministry Meeting  

Sunday, September 15th!! 
 

The first meeting of YM will be on 
Sunday, September 15 at 1:30 p.m.!  
We will meet at the church for a 
short time to discuss what we’d like 
to do in the program year ahead and 
then walk up to Portland Players to 
see a 2:30 p.m. performance of 
“Jesus Christ Superstar”!  There is a 
special “student rate” of only $8 that 
day, so we need to make our 
reservations early!  Please be in 
touch with me as soon as you know 
if you’d like to come along—and 
feel free to bring a friend—it should 
be a great show!!  I’ve been told the 
show should be over by 
approximately 4:15 p.m. 
 
As the new YM Advisor, I’m 
looking forward to getting to know 
lots of kids in the church.  If you 
haven’t come to YM in the past, I 
hope you will think about checking 
it out this year—it’s open to kids 
from middle school through high 
school.  Some of the things we do 
 

will involve a cost, but please 
don’t let this keep you from 
attending; there is money 
available for those who need it. 
 
Please contact me via email: 
debdag61@yahoo.com or by 
phone, 749-5045, to let me know 
if you’d like to come to the 
play—and if you have any good 
ideas of things we could do this 
year, write them down, put them 
in your phone, etc. so we can 
discuss! 
 
Hope to see you on September 
15th!! 
 

Deb Dagnan
Advisor for Youth Ministry 

 

 
 

 

 

How can we ever say thank you 
to the congregation for making 
the most recent trip to Cherryfield 
possible to participate in the 
Maine Sea Coast Mission Housing 
Repair ministry?! We felt 
constantly upheld by your 
prayers, by your generous 
support of our fundraising and by 
your encouragement to continue 
in this ministry.  And what a 
week we had!  From painting in 
an elementary school,  to  
 

Mission Trip 2013 Musings 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

FAIR TRADE REMINDER 

 

Are all you Fair Trade 

coffee drinkers 

beginning to 

experience anxiety as 

your summer supply of 

coffee starts to 

dwindle? FEAR NOT!  

The FT Coffee 

Committee will once 

again be taking orders 

on September 1
st

 & 8
th

  

with distribution 

planned for 

September 29
th

.  Put 

those dates on your 

calendars and we will 

see you then!   

 

 

Mission Trip 2013 Musings (cont.) 

 replacing the skirting on a trailer 
(requiring great ingenuity and a lot 
of yard clearing first), to hanging 
doors and mudding sheetrock to 
make a downstairs handicap 
accessible to helping rehab an old 
building to become a community 
center, our group of 18 were 
immersed in the lives of people 
from Cherryfield to Beals’ Island.  
Friendships were formed, eyes were 
opened, and hearts were changed all 
as we shared difficult work and 
deepening friendship. The fact that 
the kitchen facilities were up a hill at 
least several hundred yards from 
where we were staying generated 
great creativity and Diane’s car is 
now known as the food taxi!   
 
 

We came home, both anxious to 
return next year to continue to 
support the ministries of the Maine 
Sea Coast Mission, as well as to 
wrestle with the question of why is 
Washington County where we were, 
not only the poorest county in Maine 
but in all of the United States.  
Amidst all the laughter we shared 
was the poignant sense of knowing 
that some of what we were doing 
was only a short-term fix, and we felt 
the call to discover a way for lasting 
change.  Please join us in prayer and 
discernment as we go forward.  And 
again, know that we are grateful to 
all of you for making the trip 
possible. 
 

Our Mission & Outreach Team Wants You!  

End of summer greetings – our 
Mission and Outreach Team is 
looking for new members and 
encourage you to check us out on 
SEPTEMBER 5 at 7 p.m. at our next 
meeting at the church. Or join us on 
the first Thursday in OCTOBER, 
same time.  No obligation necessary. 
We are the first classroom at the top 
of the stairs on the right just before 
the library and McCall Chapel. 
 
With such excitement and energy 
around our new pastor selection –  
 

GO CINDY! – please join us for  
what we feel is the best First Congo 
‘job’ available – dispersing monies 
near and far to a great group of 
wonderful non-profits – and equally 
important, finding ways to connect 
with them and support them 
beyond just check writing.  Join the 
love and compassion ... and 
brownies on MO! 
 

Best and bless, 
Don Russell on behalf of 

 Karen, Margaret, Jess, Georgia, 
 and Walter 

 

Food Pantry Coordinator Needed  

The pantry committee is looking for 
a coordinator for the coming year. If 
interested call Gail Dransfield to 
discuss responsibilities or come to 
the September meeting. The fall
meeting of the pantry will be on  

September 12 from 4:15-5:30 p.m. in 
the Laity Room. Anyone interested 
in joining this committee is 
welcome. 
 

REMEMBER THE FOOD 

PANTRY THIS 

HOMECOMING 

SUNDAY 

 

Homecoming Sunday is 

always a good time to 

bring one or two non 

perishable items for 

the pantry. Summer 

use has been steady 

and the shelves are 

looking sparse. Canned 

meats, cereals, soup, 

stew, tuna, mayo, salad 

dressings, small jars of 

regular coffee, 

powdered milk,  

peanut butter, jelly, 

canned fruit and 

vegetables are always 

needed.   
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Find us at:  www.facebook.com/fccucc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    *                  *            *                  * 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,  

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

301 Cottage Road, South Portland, ME  04106 

(207)799-3361 
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