
 

PRAYERS OF THE 

PEOPLE 

 

 For those who live 

without sufficient food, 

water, shelter, or safety; 

for veterans and those 

in active service; for 

peace and peacemakers; 

and for our Senior 

Minister search 

committee. 

(cont. pg. 2) 
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On summer Sundays through September 1, we offer one worship service at 9:30 a.m. in the 

sanctuary, with childcare in the nursery for ages five and younger. There will be varied music 

offerings, both choral and instrumental, during worship and lemonade on the porch following 

worship. 

June 23 

9:30 a.m. – Sanctuary worship – Diane Harvey will give the message. Sally Keiter 
will offer special music.  

June 30 

9:30 a.m. – Sanctuary worship – Diane Harvey will give the message. Judith, Nick 

and Luke Borelli will offer special music. Sylvia Infantine will be our 
guest organist. 

July 7 

9:30 a.m. – Sanctuary worship – Diane Harvey will give the message and Evie Strom 

will offer special music.  

July 14 

9:30 a.m. – Sanctuary worship – Garvey MacLean will be our guest preacher and will 
give the message; Terry Livingston will be offering special music. 

 July 21 

9:30 a.m. – Sanctuary worship – Diane Harvey will give the message and cellist 
Volkhard Lindner will offer special music. Peter Dickson will be our guest 
organist.  

July 28 

9:30 a.m. – Sanctuary worship – Diane Harvey will give the message and Deb 

Dagnan will offer special music. Peter Dickson will be our guest organist. 
  The Mission Team to Cherryfield will be commissioned.  
 

Looking Ahead in Worship 

IF YOU OR A FAMILY MEMBER IS HOSPITALIZED . . . Please contact the office 

if you or a family member  is hospitalized. We check the lists at Maine Medical 

Center and Mercy regularly but may miss your name among the many. Email 

office@fccucc.org or phone 799-3361 to let us know. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

CONTINUED 

Ongoing prayers: for 
Marilyn Seavey 
undergoing tests; 
Richard Besanko and 
Richard Hamlin recently 
hospitalized at MMC; 
and for John and Andrea 
McCall as they each 
retire and begin new 
adventures in their life 
journey.  
 
In memory: Diane 
Dissell Brinley, who 
died January 30 at the 
age of 92, a special 
member of Bill and 
Elaine Brownell’s family 
whose graveside service 
was held June 15 at the 
Spurwink Church 
Cemetery. 
 
We pray for a family of 
five with three children 
8-12.  The father had a 
stroke several years ago 
and cannot work; the 
mother works two jobs.  
The middle daughter  
has ‘blossomed’ the last 
school year and now 
runs cross country, 
joined the drama club 
and is becoming more 
social after struggling to 
make friends in the past.  
CCM is helping her 
participate in a running 
program this summer 
which will help her 
health and weight, build 
confidence and keep her 
connected with her 
peers.  CCM is also 
helping 6 children attend 
summer school. 

 

I’m honored beyond words by the generosity and love that you poured out 

at my retirement celebration. The dinner was wonderful (was that really 

Guptill Hall?) and the energy was exciting. The sanctuary celebration was 

pure delight, with stories, memories, and humor along with favorite 

hymns. I was caught by complete surprise at the announcement that I have 

been named Minister Emeritus, and that the beautiful chapel is now 

“McCall Chapel.” My heart is forever warmed by your kindness. More than 

enough, but then the presentation of the suitcase of memories and cards 

that we’ll cherish. The check from your gifts took our breath away… 

Andrea and I decided immediately that this will make possible our dream 

trip to Europe, probably in the fall of 2014. 

 

Our June 9 Sunday worship seemed a just-right goodbye. We’ve all given 

our best and in that God is glorified. Beyond the generous gifts I’ll forever 

carry deep gratitude for the time we’ve shared. Ours is a wonderful church 

– strong, energetic, relevant, welcoming. Keep it up, dear friends!  

 

Andrea and Ben join me in offering thanks to you all for the good years 

we’ve shared and the community God has created among us. Special thanks 

to the celebration committee: Lisa Merchant, John Shoos, John and Lynn 

Howard, Jill and Ed Saxby, Bryan and Dana Wiggins; to Shirley Curry and 

the Meetinghouse Choir; to George Pulkkinen, who piped for us; and to 

each of you who keeps the Spirit so evident. 

 

Faithfully, gratefully, John  
 

From Our Minister Emeritus 
 

 

PREACHING SERIES ON THE PARABLES 

For seven Sundays beginning July 7, we will focus on one of these perplexing 
parables during worship, with the addition of our guest preacher, Garvey 
MacLean’s favorite parable, the Parable of the Sower.  Dates and themes for 
the series are listed below, and Diane is the preacher except where noted. 
 Sunday, July 7- Parable of the Unjust Judge 
 Sunday, July 14- Parable of the Sower, Mark 4:1-9; Garvey MacLean 
  preaching 
 Sunday, July 21 - Parable of the Wedding Banquet 
 Sunday, July 28 - Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard 
 Sunday, Aug. 4 - Parable of the Talents; Bob Morse preaching 
 Sunday, Aug. 11 - Parable of the Unjust Steward 
 Sunday, Aug. 18 - Parable of the Forgiven Servant 
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ALTAR MEMORIALS 
 

The flowers on the altar 

June 16 were given in 

loving memory of our 

parents by Evelyn and 

Hubert Strom.   

The flowers on the altar 

June 23 are given by Jean 

Vachon in loving memory 

of her parents Robert 

and Ruby Laughlin.  

The Mission Globe placed 

on the altar July 14 is in 

loving memory of Louis 

C. Anderson, Jr. by his 

family, Barbara Patterson 

and Katharine and Mark 

Anderson.   

The Mission Globe on the 

altar July 21 is lighted in 

memory of William B. 

Tayloe by John Howard.  

 

STEEPLE LIGHTING 
 

The steeple is lighted 

the week of June 23 in 

honor of George 

Johnston by niece 

Sandra Halverson.  
 

The steeple is lighted 

the week of July 14 in 

loving memory of my 

husband, James 

Lancaster by his wife 

Jane.  

 

Beach Chair Theology Has Begun 
 

The cherished tradition of studying 
scripture in the summer in sight of the 
sea continues!  The theme for 2013: 
Parsing Perplexing Parables on the 
Patio with People, the Parson and a Pot 
of Coffee. Five more Wednesday 
mornings we will meet at the home of 
Scott Berry at 8 a.m. to study some of 
Jesus’ more problematic parables.  
Carpooling from the church parking lot 
can be arranged.  Dates and topics are 
listed, and copies of the parables are now 
outside the associate minister’s study. If 
you want the parables emailed to you, 
please let Diane know. 
 
A second group is meeting on the same 
dates but at noon at church.  We are 
calling this version: Leisurely Lectionary 
Lunch and Lemonade in the Laity 
Room.  Presently we have 2 or 3 people 
meeting and would love to have more. 
 

 
June 26 

Parable of the Wedding Banquet 
Matthew 22:2-14 , Luke 14:16-24 

 

July 10 
Parable of the Workers in the 

Vineyard  
Matthew 20:1-15 

 

July 24 
Parable of the Talents 

Matthew 25:14-30, Luke 19:12-27 
 

August 7 
Parable of the Unjust  Steward 

Luke 16:1-8a 
 

August 21 
Parable of the Forgiven Servant 

Matthew 18:23-34 
 
 

 

Memorial Service for Helen Zigmund, July 13 

Please join us on Saturday, July 13 at 10 
am for a memorial service to be held for 
The Rev. Anna Helen Zigmund, who 
died December 17, 2012 in Portland. 
Following her graduation from the 
Hartford Seminary in 1970, she was 
ordained here in our sanctuary. She later 
served our congregation as Minister of 
Christian Education for several years. 
She served in the Peace Corps and as 
pastor in several congregations, both 
UCC and United Methodist, throughout 
Maine. She retired back to South  

Portland in 1999. Helen was 84, 
and is survived by nieces and a 
nephew who will be joining us for 
the service.  A reception will 
follow in Wright Pavilion. 

   

Gather Many Waters 
 
As you head off to camp or the lake or 
the shore or wherever your summer 
plans take you, please collect some 
water from your favorite place.  On 
Homecoming Sunday, September 8, we 
will gather the water together in the  

baptismal font, bless it and use it 
for future baptisms.  May your 
summer travels and your time at 
home be blessed. 
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E G & F / MISSION & OUTREACH 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 

ANDREA THOMPSON 

MCCALL 

 

Did you know that 

Andrea Thompson 

McCall of South 

Portland, the founding 

director of Community 

Service Learning at the 

University of Southern 

Maine, was presented 

the first ever Lifetime 

Achievement Award by 

Maine Campus 

Compact, in a ceremony 

held in the State House 

Hall of Flags in Augusta 

recently?  

Campus Compact, 

headquartered in 

Boston, MA is dedicated 

solely to campus-based 

civic engagement. 

Maine Campus Contact 

leads a movement to 

reinvigorate the public 

purposes and civic 

mission of higher 

education. 

Women’s Spirituality Circle – June 19  
 
The Women's Spirituality Circle will 
meet June 19th at 6:30 p.m. at the home 

of Beth De Tine for a pot luck and a 
viewing of Bene Brown's 18 minute 

"Vulnerability and Worthiness"  talk 
from the TED series. Brown is a 
researcher on the topic of worthiness, 
and what makes people feel worthy. This 
18 minute clip summarizes her work and 
interviews with people.  

Although her work is psychological, 
it has profound implications for our 
spiritual lives as well. Please RSVP to 
Beth by June 14th at 
bethlaurie@me.com or 239-7369. 

 

Is It Alzheimer's?  

Recognizing and Responding to Dementia 

 

Community Crisis Ministries 

Hopefully, you have all received a letter 
from Community Crisis Ministries(CCM) 
and have noticed the absence of a pledge 
card and return envelope.  We simply 
hope you will continue to support this 
mission as you have in the past.  Many of 
you use the red- bordered envelopes 
included with your monthly pledge 
envelopes, others of you place checks in 
the envelopes found in the pews, and still 
others give us a check or cash in a plain 
envelope or attached to a note marked 
for "CCM". 

 

We are so very thankful for your support 
that allows us to continue our assistance 
to our neighbors who no longer receive 
help from other places, as the situation 
for many families is becoming worse as 
time goes on. 

 

Sometimes it is just a car repair or 
extra medical bills that make a family 
unable to heat their home or the extra 
bills may even make them become 
homeless.  Once they fall behind in 
paying their bills it is extremely 
difficult to get caught up again and, 
often, the help of Community Crisis 
Ministries can put them back on 
track. 

 

We thank you again for your 
continued donations to Community 
Crisis Ministries. 

FROM  

REV. DIANE L. HARVEY 

 

Diane Harvey will be 

in the office Mondays 

through Thursdays 

and taking Fridays as 

her day off.  The only 

week she will be away 

this summer is July 28, 

following worship-

Aug. 4 while she is 

leading the Mission 

Trip to Cherryfield, 

Maine. 

On Sunday, June 30 at 10:45 in the 
Davidson Lounge, the Mission and 
Outreach Team invites you to meet Mark 
Pechenik, Director of Community 
Engagement and Outreach for the 
Alzheimer’s Association of Maine. Mark 
will present an informal and highly 

 

 informational program during which 
we’ll learn how to spot the 10 
warning signs/symptoms of 
Alzheimer's disease and related 
dementias and about the benefits of 
an early diagnosis. We'll also discover 

(cont. next page)
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SENIOR ACTIVITIES 

Wednesday, June 26 - 

we will leave at 10:00 for 

a trip to “A Ewe with a 

View” sheep farm, 

stopping for lunch in 

South Paris.  Please let us 

know if you’ll join us by 

June 24.  Please note 

change in date from 

Senior Moments! 
 

Thursday, June 27 - 

Meet for breakfast at I-

Hop at 9:00. 
 

Thursday, July 11 - SAGE 

meeting at 1:00 in the 

1st and 2nd grade 

classroom above the 

church office.   (Please 

note:  This is the second 

Thursday of the month). 
 

Thursday, July 18 - leave 

the church at 10:00 for 

the ferry to Peak’s Island 

where we’ll tour the 

island and enjoy lunch 

afterwards. 
 

Thursday, July 25 - bring 

your lunch and join us 

for a picnic at SMCC. 

We’ll leave the church at 

11:30 and, if it rains, 

we’ll find a dry spot in 

the church in which to 

enjoy our lunches. 
 

Thursday, August 8 - 

SAGE meeting at 1:00.   

(NOTE:  This is the 

second Thursday of the 

month). 

 

 MISSION & OUTREACH / ADMINISTRATION 
 

what to do if you suspect a loved one 
or yourself may be affected by the 
disease and how the Alzheimer's 
Association can help those affected by 
dementia.  

The Alzheimer’s Association is the 
leading voluntary health organization 
in Alzheimer care, support and 
research. Their mission is to eliminate 
Alzheimer’s disease through the 
advancement of research, to provide
and enhance care and support for all  

 

affected, and to reduce the risk of 
dementia through the promotion of 
brain health. Our vision is a world 
without Alzheimer’s. The Alzheimer's 
Association, Maine Chapter serves the 
entire State of Maine from its 
Scarborough office. There are 
approximately 37,000 families in 
Maine who are affected by Alzheimer's 
disease or a related dementia. Please 
join us. All are welcome.         

- The Mission & Outreach Team

 

Director of Children and Family Ministries 

Position Available 

 
To help with staffing during this 
transitional time the Council has 
approved the hiring of a Director of 
Children and Family Ministry to begin 
hopefully in early July.  This is a 
halftime lay position that has been 
developed with input from past 
Director of Christian Education and 
Sunday school Coordinator job 
descriptions, along with work by the 
Transition Committee and EF&G.  The 
job description is posted on the 
church’s website as well as on other job 
listings for nonprofit organizations. 

The focus of the position is on the 
educational ministry to children and
families from nursery through middle 

school.  From Sunday school to family 
potlucks to reaching out and 
supporting the many families with 
children in our congregation, it is our 
hope that this position will strengthen 
our ministry in this area.  We 
anticipate the position to be ongoing 
even after the new senior minister is 
called and to remain in place until 
future decisions are made regarding 
long-term staffing.  If you’dd like more 
information, please speak with Diane 
or members of the Transition 
Committee: Scott Berry, Peggy 
Murray, Debra Andrews, Andy Ellis 
and Nancy MacLean. 

 

Is It Alzheimer's…  (continued) 

 

Please Welcome Our New Business Manager 

 
The Personnel Committee is pleased to 
announce that they have hired a new 
business manager, Candace Welch. 
Candy, as she prefers to be called, 
brings great experience in the 
accounting field as well as working 
with volunteers. She is a resident of  

South Portland and is Treasurer for the 

South Portland Food Pantry.  Recently 

she and her husband were guests at our 

mission trip auction.  Candy will begin 

July 8.  Please stop by the church and 

introduce yourself. 
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L  A  B  E  L   H E R E 

 

 

 

Find us at:  www.facebook.com/fccucc 

 

 

 

    *                  *            *                  * 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,  

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

301 Cottage Road, South Portland, ME  04106 

(207)799-3361 

 
Post Office                                                             

Time Sensitive Newsletter 

 DON’T FORGET THE FOOD PANTRY 

 

The summer months can be challenging for our food pantry as the demand goes up 

(especially for families with children out of school); and the supply goes down.  Please 

consider making donations to our pantry to help us with the demand.  

 

We can always use canned fruits and  vegetables, peanut butter, pasta and pasta sauces, 

instant coffee, cereal, soups, and tuna fish. Thank you for your support! 

 

The Food Pantry Team 
foodpantry@fccucc.org 

 


